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Gundam to the Rescue!

by Andrew Birkbeck

“It is the vear 0079 of the Universal
Century. A half-century has passed since
Earth began moving 1ts burgecnmg
population into gigantic orbiting space
colonies. A new home for mankand. ..

Nine months ago, the cluster of colomes
furthe st from the Earth called Side 3
proclaimed itself the Pnneipality of Zeon
and mitiated a war of mdependence. After
a month of fighting half the populations
of both sides had been destroyed. Eight
months have passed since the war started,
and the war 1s at a stalemate.. ™

50 begms Episode One of Mobile Suir
Gundam, a Japanese Amme television
show launched 23 years ago 1n 1979 The
(iundam senies follow the exploits of the
two protagomnist sides, the Earth Federa-
tion and the Pnneipahty of Zeon, as they
do battle with vanous fishting machines,
mcluding the central characters: “Mobile
Sults”, grant robots controlled from withm
by human pilots. As with the US. televi-
sion senes Star Trek, Mobile Suit
Crundam was cancelled before the senes
had a chance to catch on. Howewver, 1t
began daily reruns a year later, and became
a smash ot Following the onginal 43
episode senes, follow-on senes were
preduced, such as Gundam 0080 m 1989,
Gundam 0083 1 1991-92_3ll the way up to
Turn A Gundam n 1999-2000. And on top
of the television shows, there have been
highly successful Gundam movies
produced for theater release, as well as
comic book senies, and video zames. But
for we modelers, the most amazing aspect
of the Gundam senes has been the
massive merchandizing phenomenon-
plastic model robot kats.

Mobile Suit Gundam was onginally
sponsored mm 1979 by die-cast toy firms.
However, when it went into its very
successful re-runs m 1980781, the Bandai
toy firm began releasmyg detailed scale

models of the vanous space ships and
mobile smts appeanng m the show. These
kxts were an overmight smash hit, ereating
a fevenish demand for the models that led
toa 1982 merdent m whach 19 children
were mjured m a department store stam-
pede! Banda has done so well from the
models that they ended up purchasing the
production studio that produced the
ammated television senes and movies.
This umed Bandai mnto a firm whose
combined sales approach US$1 Billion

I have kmowm about Gundam model kats

for a number of years, as a subseniber on
and off to the Japanese monthly hobby
magazine, Model Graphix. This superb
magazine, which m my opimon makes the
hikes of FineScale Modeler look third rate
was a leader 1n promoting the Gundam
modeling phenomencn. Each 1ssue of MG
featured one or more of the new Banda
kits in a major feature article This said, I
didn’t kmow where the 1deas for these
models cngmated. This changed a few
weeks back as the school summer vaca-
tions approached. I wanted to find an

activity that I could share with my two
children to fill in the vast amounts of free
time available to them duning the vacation,
yet which might also mvolve my personal
mterests as well. I can only take so many
egames of “Chutes and Ladders™ and
playmg “Ken” to my daughter’s “Barbie™.
Pushing two children on swings for too
long starts to burt one’s arms. .

So, what to do, what to do? The answer
came while visiting our local Tony Roma'’s
nb jomnt at Northgate. Following our usnal
routine when we eat out, I leave the table
once | finish eating, talang our 3-1< year
old Wilham for a walk around the block
smee he gets a bit upset being confined to
a highchair for more than a short time . On
the most recent visit, we chanced to walk
mto a small shop within the same stnp
mall called Kicks Hobby Japan. Lo and
behold, wall to wall merchandise covernmg
the Japanese amme phenomenon, melid-
g large mmmbers of Gundam model kats
from Bandaa. With ther brightly colored
box tops and their “cool”™ robot subject
matter (Wilham s word for them, not mine),
William was soon loading up his arms with
lats for me to get um! When we were
jomed a short time later by my wife and 7-
1: yvear old daughter Zoe, Zoe quickly
agreed with William that Gundams were
mdeed “way cool”. 5o we bought one kat
each for the two children, a “good guy” for
Zoe,and a “bad guy” for Wilham.

The kats we purchased were at the low end
of the Bandai range, at $8 95 each, plus
sales tax, and extremely good kats they
tumed out to be. Each kat consisted of one
set of parts for a 1/144™ scale Mobile Suit,
plus a very mieely sculpted vinyl figure of
the smt’s pilot. The pilot figure 15 actually
to a larger scale, standing as they do just
under two inches tall. The Mobile St kat
in 1/144* stands around five inches tall.
For the pilot figure to be m scale with the
Suat, 1t would need to be less than a half-
mch tall.

The Mobile St parts from what [ have
seen (I have looked mto four kits so far)
consist of four sets of 7'x 57 sprues of
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plastie, plus one sprue of vinyl parts. The
plastic parts come in vanous colors, often
more than one color on the same sproe
(how’d they do that? ©), and so it is
possible for the jumor modeler to produce
a colorful model without resortmg to
pamting parts. Self-adhesive stickers
replace the normal decals, again making it
Jumor modeler friendly. To top it all off, the
kits are snap-tite. But unlike snap-tite kits I
have seen before, these ones are very well
engineered, and snap together very easily,
and stay that way. All in all, they are
excellent kits for junior modelers.

The vinyl parts are for the internal “joints™
of the mobile swit, and that means that
once completed, the Gundam model can be
posiioned i vanous poses. This adds
even more fun for the chuldren, as they can
play with thewr models far more easily and
safely than they could with your standard
model of a car, tank, or especially an
airplane. The model parts on these
Gundam kats are both well detailed and
sturdy. William has played with hus, at age
3-12, and the model 15 still in one piece!

Since purchasing these “basic” Gundam
kats, ] have ventured into the higher end
realm of Banda's range, and purchased
myself one of thewr “Master Grade™ lats.
This initial purchase was a “Zaku"
Mobile Suit, one of the “bad guy™ ver-
sions fielded by the Pnncipality of Zeon
forces_The kit cost $34 from Kicks Hobby
Japan The “Master Grade™ senes of kits
are to the larger 1/100® scale and don’t
come with a vinyl prlot figure. And what an
amazing kit this Zaku really is! This time
you get 13 much larger sprues (upto 11x 7
mches) of highly detailed parts, again
molded in various colors, and again
sometimes more than one color to a sprue.
On one sprue, there were both clear and
colored parts!!?? The stickers in the $8 95
kits are replaced by high quality decals in
to Banda ats, on first nspection this Zaku
kat 15 equal to the likes of Tamiya and
Hasegawa aweraft or anmor kats.
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While tallang to the owner of Kicks Hobby
Japan about the vanous aspects of
Gundam Official Guide. 1 snapped this up
the moment I saw it. At 128 pages, mosty
color, this 1s an 11 x 9 inch soft covered
book simply jam packed wath mformation
on the Gundam phenomenon. The boock
starts off with a condensed but very useful
history of the Gundam Universe, covering
each of the television series and movies.

There is a section covening details of each
of the senes’ creators; the men who
directed the vanous episodes; the major
anime artists etc. Next follows a desenp-
tion of each individual series, the major
plots covered, the vanous anime charac-
ters appearmg in the senes, and the
various space ships and mobile suits,
together with appropnate data covenng
weight, height, propulsion type, anmament
ete. This is all very detailed. Also appear-
mg in this book are multiple page histings
of the vanous video game releases, and of
course, the Bandai models. All this for $12,
an amarmg deal, and a real must for
anyone mterested m finding out about this
SETIES.

And finally, for those who wish to be
“hard core™ with their Gundam models. all
of the Gundam senes and movies are
available on DVD, m English Again Kicks
Hobby Japan has these for rental and you
mught also find them at Scarecrow Video in
the Umiversity Distict. [The King Counry
Library System also has the movies - ED.}
1 have started renting the first senes,
Mobil Suit Gundam. The amimation in this
series is acceptable, the story lines quite
good, although there are some very
cheesy characters. However, being the
orginal senies, it really is a must if yvou are
to understand Gundam. By far the most
lavishly illustrated series is Gundam 0083.

For anyone mterested in building models
with beginning modelers, of for that matter
young modelers of any skill level, I can’t
recommend Bandai’s Gundam kats hughly
enough However, make sure you get the
newer releases, as they are the most user
technology has changed quite a bit over
the past 23 years. As for the semior
modeler wishing challenging new subject
matter, you can't beat a “Master Grade”
Gundam kat. Happy modeling

I have visited three model shops of late
and all carry Gundam and other amume kats
m vanous mumbers. Without doubt Kicks
Hobby Japan at 543 NE Northgate Way
cames the largest numbers, and the best
selection. They also as mentioned carry all
the DVDs for rental, as well as vanous
books and magazines on the same subject
matter Pnices here are also very competi-
tive_ I have also found a decent selection
at Skyway Model Shop and at Galaxy
Hobbies in Lynnwood. For the very best
histing of all the various amime currently
available, HobbyLmkJapan at www.hlj.com
15 the place to go. You can probably pick
up the kats more cheaply directly from
Japan, especially if you order a few at a
time (lower per unit shipping charges).
Rambow 10 at www.rainbow 10 .com also
has a preat selecoon, but their site 15 munus
HLT’s superb graphics. However, buying
kots one at a ime, doing it locally is as
good a bet as any.




