
 

 

Meeting Musings - February 2019 

By Tom Reese 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifty three members, spouses, and significant others gathered on Saturday January 26th to 

share a good meal, spirits, lots of laughs, and friendship at our annual holiday party. As you 

can see above the warm and inviting banquet room at Golf Club of Illinois once again did 

not disappoint. 

First things first. Thank you to the officers for all your efforts in planning the event. Thanks are 

also in order to all of those who provided the sweets for our dessert table. Judging by what 

was left at the end of the evening I’d say everyone enjoyed it! Thank you to the members 

who donated kits to the raffle as well.  

We changed things up a little this year opting for an Italian buffet instead of the plated din-

ner. I don’t think anyone walked away hungry, lol. We hope you enjoyed the change of 

pace. 

As is our tradition at the holiday party we held our annual club contest. Our members were 

obviously busy in 2018 as there were many fine models on the display table. These even at-

tracted some visitors from the bar who marveled at the work. First place went to James 

Binder for his 1/72 scale Dora Railway Gun. Second place to Chris Gibson for his 1/32 P-400 

Airacobra to which he added just about every aftermarket goodie available for the Special 

Hobby kit. Bob Sheehan took the third place trophy for his 1/350 IJN Yukikaze. It was nice to 

see people appreciate the detail he put into a small model. 

The final and probably most anticipated event of the evening was the raffle. Who doesn’t 

like going home with a kit or several even though none of us really need any more! Hopeful-

ly we’ll see some of these at a future show and tell. 

So we are off and running for 2019! Until next time, happy modeling! 

 

The Reporter 
The Official Newsletter of  IPMS/Lakes Region Scale Modelers  www.lakesregionmodelers.com February 2019   
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1st Place James Binder - 1/72 Dora Rail Gun 

2nd Place Chris Gibson - 1/32 P-400 Airacobra 

3rdPlace Bob Sheehan - 1/350 IJN Yukikaze 
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President’s Message  
Put That Model in Its Place! 

 

I was walking through a model show recently and, as always, was both awed and inspired 

by the quality and imagination on display.  But something struck me as I walked past anoth-

er line of tables filled with various scales of model airplanes - all were wheels down, flaps up, 

pilotless, cowls closed and sitting on the table.  Now don’t get me wrong – these were fine 

examples of miniatures and worth whatever awards they earned.  But still…is this how ALL 

models should be on display? 

 

As modelers we have the self-anointed right of poetic license.  Colors of paint, extra add-on 

equipment, decal markings – none of these must be historically accurate for us to enjoy the 

hobby.  Our hobby accepts everything from the ultimate “rivet counter” to the layperson 

who just wants a P-51 on their shelf.  But this poetic license can also extend to the setting in 

which the model is shown.   

 

Imagine a beautiful 1:48 scale P-51, perhaps in the Old Crow markings of Bud Andersen, ex-

pertly assembled with photo-etch and aftermarket resin, beautifully painted and slightly 

weathered with the perfect application of decals.  The canopy is glossy, the wheels show a 

slight bulge from the weight of the aircraft and the D-Day stripes are neat and crisp.  Yet 

there it sits on the display table with the admiring public left to wonder why this plane is any 

different than all the other planes around it.  Sure, it looks nicer and the paint job is snazzy, 

and it just looks “cool”…but there is so much more to the story! 

 

Now imagine that same plane sitting on a 10” x 10” display base covered in static grass with 

just the right amount of dirt worn through to represent an airfield in southern England in 1944 

or northern France in 1945.  The cowling is off on the ground and the exquisitely produced 

Merlin engine is being worked on by two mechanics while the pilot (Captain Andersen him-

self) looks on with more than a passing interest.  In the foreground is a Ford GPW jeep that 

has mud and dirt on it along with the airfield mutt sitting in the passenger seat.  Perhaps the 

plane has just returned from a mission over Normandy strafing ground targets or escorting B-

17s over Germany!  Or perhaps the mission is a few hours away and the mechanics are 

scurrying to get the engine just right.  The pilot stops by to check on progress before getting 

one last meal before the mission! 

 

Sometimes the right setting (I suppose we are talking about dioramas) can really make a 

model pop and tell a great story at the same time.  I used to shy away from dioramas but 

there are so many good (and cheap) products on the market that doing so is no big deal 

at all.  Try it – you make like it! 

 

I hope you all enjoyed the holiday dinner the Golf Club of Illinois!  I welcome your feedback 

on this venue as we always try to make this event as good as can be (within the budget of 

course). 
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The planning for NIMCON continues to gain momentum and the call to volunteers is still go-

ing out!  Please consider contacting Tom Reese or Robert Raver to volunteer – all are wel-

come and even an hour can make a difference. 

 

Several members went over to Cindy’s house to look at the kits our dearly departed mem-

ber Larry Johnson had in his stash.  Recall we will be having an auction of Larry’s kits some-

time soon (exact date TBD).  Let’s just say Larry had A LOT of kits and it is going to take some 

time to go through them all as many are already started but many are not.  So please be 

patient as we sort this out so we can maximize the quality of kits presented for auction and 

make Cindy as much money as possible. 

 

2019 is off to a great start on my bench – almost having two figures done and more in the 

queue.  I hope you are all getting some good bench time during this winter wonderland 

and see you at the next meeting.  Model on. 
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2019 Membership Dues 

Thanks to all who paid your due by the Decem-

ber meeting. We hope you are sporting that new 

club t-shirt! There are a handful of folks who still 

need to renew. The deadline is by our March 

meeting.  If you cannot attend the meetings but 

want to renew your membership you can con-

tact me at tlbjreese@att.net and I’ll let you know 

where to mail you payment. Hope to hear from 

you. 

 

Newsletter Articles Needed 

That looks like Charlie Brown but it is really 

your newsletter editor, lol. I had to raid the 

archives this month to fill space as some of 

you might notice when you read Kevin 

Stover’s build article of Moebius's 1/32 Scale 

Viper Mk II. 

So I’m casting my net for more newsletter 

content. It doesn’t have to be a polished 

document. Just something simple with a few 

pictures. I am happy to do the polishing for 

you! If I may be so bold I’d like to suggest 

how to articles. We all have our little tricks 

and tips for accom-

plishing modeling tasks. 

Share your expertise! 

Please don’t leave me 

with this forlorn look on 

my face. 

As always your input is 

greatly appreciated! 

 

The Briefing Room 

By Tom Reese 
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Weathering a Vietnam F-100 Super Sabre   

by Tom Reese 

For the longest time I finished my aircraft models as factory fresh. The thought of spoiling a 

perfectly good paint job with grime and dirt made me cringe. My adversity to weathering 

started to wane several years ago after seeing more and more weathering techniques on 

our member’s models, on those I saw at various shows, and in various publications and web-

sites. 

So I started to experiment. First with panel line washes. Then I added pre-shading to my rep-

ertoire. Post shading naturally followed. And more recently filters and paint chipping. 

You might ask, why the change of heart? To my eye it became much more visually appeal-

ing and more importantly added a much needed level of creativity and fun to the process. 

My basic sequence of steps is: 

Pre-shading 

Base colors 

Post shading 

Clear coat 

Panel line wash 

Clear coat 

Decals 

Clear coat 

Flat coat 

Filters 

Flat coat 

Pastels 

To illustrate these I’m picking up where I left off with my article on heat distressing my F-100C 

from the October 2018 newsletter. 

There are many ways to achieve these results. Mine are just what I’ve learned from other 

members, books, and online forums. I’m always looking to learn some new technique (the 

latest is water color pencils) to make the model pop a little more. I hope you find this helpful 

and it inspires you to try something different! 
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1) Normally I just spray black on the panel lines. 

However since I was spraying Alclad for the burnt 

metal I decided to spray the entire plane black 

and give black basing a go. 

2) The idea behind black basing is to randomly 

build up irregular patterns of the base color over 

the black. The goal being to get a subtle mottle 

effect. I use enamels and thin these 1 to 1 with thin-

ner spraying several light (almost mist) coats until I 

get the effect I want. Which really means what 

looks good to my eye. 

3) Not sure I achieved the results I hoped for but 

you still get the pre-shaded panel lines! Just a 

reason the try it again on a future build.  

4) Starting with the lightest color I build up the 

color slowly. I free handed the camo by outlining 

the area and then filling in the centers of the 

panels. 
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5) Here is the final results of the tan. Again I 

missed the mark on the mottle effect of black 

basing but the panel lines are nicely visible.  

6) Now with the medium green applied. 

Don’t worry about pre-shading being over-

done as subsequent steps will tone it down. 

7) Now with all three colors. When spraying free 

hand I spray at an angle away form the color al-

ready applied to avoid overspray.  

8) I used liquid mask to get an irregular pattern 

around the burnt metal. I was not happy with the 

effect (photo 7) so I touched up with my airbrush 

for a softer/chipped effect. 
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9) Here I’ve applied post shading. I lighten 

each color with white and I little yellow so it 

doesn’t look too bleached. You have to force 

yourself to over do the effect as later weather-

ing really dials it back. 

10) Another view of the masked burnt metal 

area before touch up. 

11) After touching up there is much more real-

istic worn effect of the paint burning off. 

12) A coat of Tamiya clear gloss has been ap-

plied followed by an oil wash. I use artist oils 

thinned with terpenoid and flowed into the de-

tails. Then I remove the excess with Kleenex. 
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13) Oil wash on the left and with out on the right. 

14) Another coat of clear gloss protects the oil 

wash before applying the decals. Then another 

clear gloss to seal the decals. I then spray a coat 

of Tamiya clear flat. The flat finish provides some 

texture for the oil dot filters that follow to stick to.  

15) This series of phots shows dot filtering. Again 

using artist oils I randomly apply dots of colors. 

In this case blue, burnt sienna, and gray. Then 

using a flat brush moistened with terpenoid I 

start blending the dots in the direction of the air 

flow. This is one technique I think you have to 

be careful not to over do.  
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16) For the top I used white, yellow ochre, 

and sap green. 

17) The blending process. It looks hideous at 

first. Don’t be alarmed. Just keep removing 

until you get the look you want. Or remove it 

all and start over. That’s the beauty or it. 

18) Not a great pic but here is the final effect. Once 

this is done I spray Model Master flat to seal every-

thing. Model Master flat is dead flat and really tones 

all the weathering down. If you are too subtle in your 

weathering application you can lose the effects un-

der this dead flat coat. 

19) My final step is ground pastels. I used these for 

exhaust stains, gun blast stains, etc. Super simple to 

do. I shave some off a pastel chalk with an Exacto 

knife and brush it on. 
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JANUARY 2019 

No Monthly Meeting 

Holiday Party & Club Contest 

Saturday January 26th at The 

Golf Club of Illinois 

FEBURARY 22nd 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - Cold War 1960-

1990; any subject used dur-

ing the Cold War  

Program - Larry Johnson Me-

morial Auction to help the 

Johnson family  

MARCH 22nd 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - Creature Feature; 

any model that has an ani-

mal or beastly name  

Program - Build Night 

 

APRIL 26th 2019 

 Annual Club Auction 

MAY 28th 2019 

   Monthly Meeting 

Theme - The Italians are 

Coming!; anything Italian 

Program - Basics of judging – 

in advance of NIMCON  

JUNE 28th 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - D-Day models  

Program - Build Night 

 

                    

JULY 26th 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - Real space salute to 

Apollo 11 / first man on the 

moon 50th  

Program - Colorado Railroad 

Museum Visit by Phil Pignata-

ro 

AUGUST 23rd 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - Models inspired by 

movie or a book  

Program - Churchill Under-

ground Bunker Visit by John 

Graham 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 25th 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - Bring in your current 

WIP for build night Show and 

Tell  

Program - Build Night 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 18th 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - Inspirations; any 

model built after being in-

spired by the real thing or 

someone  

Program -  TBD 

 

 

NOVEMBER 22nd 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - Extreme aftermar-

ket / scratch built models  

Program - TBD 

 

 

December 27th 2019 

Monthly Meeting 

Theme - Sci-Fi rules – in hon-

or of Star Wars Episode IX 

premiere  

Program - Build Night 
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America’s Best Train & Hobby 

865 Maplewood  Itasca, IL 60143   

630-467-1102 

Hobby Town USA of Schaumburg  

247 W Golf Rd Schaumburg, IL  

847-490-0900 

Hobby Town USA of  Rockford 

3782 N Alpine Rd, Rockford, IL 61114  

(815) 282-0727 

Royal Hobby Shop 

3920 E State St, Rockford, IL 61108 

(815) 399-1771 



 

 

 
JOIN/RENEW LAKES REGION SCALE MODELERS 

Name ____________________________________________ Telephone (_______) _________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________________________________  State ____________ Zip:__________ 

IPMS membership # ____________________________________  Exp. Date_______________________ 

Additional Family Members: ______________________________________________________________ 

  
 
 
 
  
Dues: $10.00 per year    Make checks payable to Lakes Region Scale Modelers   

  

E-mail: 

Tom Reese 

1300 Meghan Ave. 

Algonquin, IL 60102 

Chapter Contact: Neil Butler email at Ex-

cenMod@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor: Tom Reese email at tlbjreese@att.net  

 

 

President John Graham: email at cubfly-

er1940@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Robert Raver email at rrrav-

er@gmail.com  

Treasurer:   Tom Reese email at tlbjreese@att.net  

Secretary & Membership Chairman:  Matt Stowell 

email at   msstowell@comcast.net 

 

IPMS/ Lakes Region Scale Modelers Chapter contacts 
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