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After the Battle 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 

editorial, let me first wish everyone a happy 

holiday!  We celebrate Christmas in our 

household, but however the upcoming weeks 

come down in your life, enjoy the good food and 

company this holiday brings.  AND ς go out and 

buy yourself a new kit ς you deserve it! 

The club will be celebrating at our next general meeting this Saturday ς our largest get-together of the 

year.  People will be bringing in pot-luck food, drinks, and ς due to the larger attendance - models and 

modeling accoutrement to sell! 

Jackie and I will be bringing in dough-wrapped [ƛƭ ΨǎƳƻƪƛŜǎ, an ice chest full of ice, plates, cups, 

ŦƻǊƪǎκǎǇƻƻƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǇƪƛƴǎΦ  IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ Ŏŀƴ ΨŦƛƭƭ ƛƴΩ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ƻǊ 

drink as well.  Please, no glass, and try to make what you bring bite-sized and handy. 

!ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎƘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΗ  

Jackie and I had a crazy modeling-related experience on our vacation last month.  We stayed at a hotel 

in Budapest, Hungary; a large, beautiful European city split into two parts by the Danube River.  Buda 

ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƛƭƭȅΩ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ tŜǎǘ ƻn the Eastern flatlands.   

¢ƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΣ ŀ IƛƭǘƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ .ǳŘŀ ƻƴ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ IƛƭƭΩΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŀ нΣллл-year-old 

monastery, built at the height of the Roman Empire.  And literally, right on top of the ruins.  Inside the 

common areas were numerous blocked-off sections ŜǾŜǊȅ ол ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ǎƻΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪΦ  

These sections held ancient artifacts - walls, wine cellars, defensive turrets, etc., etc. 

How was an American hotel magnate (Conrad Hilton) allowed to build a huge hotel right on top of this 

priceless and hallowed ground, you ask?  Well, by marrying Zsa Zsa Gabor, of course.  In 1957, Hungary 

was in the midst of pulling away from the former Soviet Union, and the richer and more famous you 

were, the easier it was to do stuff like that. 

(Continued on Page 42) 
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IPMS Seattle Chapter Contacts 

President Vice President Treasurer Newsletter Editor 

Eric Christianson John DeRosia Fuzhou Hu Elbert Lin 

425.591.7385 425.353.2488 412.215.7417 971.227.6272 

ModelerEric@Comcast.Net johnDeRosia2015@gmail.com 
 

fhu.ipms@gmail.com elblin@comcast.net 

 

Public Disclaimers 

This is the official publication of the Seattle Chapter, IPMS-USA. As such, it serves as the voice for our Chapter, and depends largely upon the 
generous contributions of our members for articles, comments, club news, and anything else involving plastic scale modeling and associated 
subjects. The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers, and do not constitute the official position of 
the Chapter or IPMS-USA.  

Editorial Policy 

Our newsletter is prepared with the goal of providing information that educates, informs, and helps expand the skills of our membership about 
our hobby:  plastic scale modeling (including resin, vacu-form, and 3-D printed scale models).  All content related to the hobby are 
welcome.  For more detail, please see the complete Editorial Policy here. 

Appeals for Newsletter Content and Usage Attribution  

We need your content! You are encouraged to submit material for this newsletter to the editor.  We will gladly work with you and see that your 
material is put into print and included in the newsletter, no matter your level of writing experience or computer expertise. Any Microsoft Word 
or text document is suitable for publication. Please do not embed photos or graphics in the text file, submit as single, separate files (jpeg if 
possible).  Articles can also be submitted via e-mail, to the editor email address. Deadline for submission of articles is generally twelve days 
prior to the second Saturday of the month - earlier would be appreciated! Please email if you have any questions.  

If you use or reprint the material contained in the newsletter, we would appreciate attribution both to the author and the source document.  

 

Seattle IPMS Website and Facebook Page

 

IPMS - International Plastic Modelers Society - Seattle Chapter (ipms-seattle.org) 

 

 

Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/IPMSSeattle/) 

 

 

IPMS Seattle Classifieds 

Available at next meeting (12/14/2004):  two very obscure kits of two pretty obscure military planes. 

Valum 1/72nd scale British Bristol warplanes: 

Brigand and Buckmaster. 

The Brigand was planned to be a successor to the Beaufort and Beaufighter, able to carry out long-range attack missions, including carrying a 
torpedo.  About a hundred and fifty entered service too late for WW2 but served in the Malayan Crisis, and with Pakistan.  

The Buckmaster was intended to be a more modern 2-seat trainer, to prepare crewmen for the higher performance 2-seat warplanes then in 
service. 

Both kits are brand-new, un-started, undamaged.   If this interest those of you who care about really obscure aircraft, plan to attend the next 
meeting and get them from Scott Kruize.   Price?  Make a reasonable, fair donation into the Club coffers. 

mailto:ModelerEric@Comcast.Net
mailto:johnDeRosia2015@gmail.com
mailto:fhu.ipms@gmail.com
https://www.ipms-seattle.org/newsletters/editorialpolicy.php
mailto:elblin@comcast.net
mailto:elblin@comcast.net
https://www.ipms-seattle.org/index.php
/Volumes/T7%20Shield/IPMS/October%202024/Facebook%20Page%20(https:/www.facebook.com/groups/IPMSSeattle/)
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Magic Factory A-4M Skyhawk Light Attack Aircraft 

 

 

By Bob LaBouy 

Background about the A-4 Skyhawk 

As I often do, I enjoy looking back at the history of A-4 aircraft family, to gain a better 

understanding of its history, development and use.  In the A-4, this history of over 60 years.  

Often referred to as ΨIŜƛƴŜƳŀƴƴΩǎ IƻǘǊƻŘΩ or Ψ{ŎƻƻǘŜǊΩΣ some of favorite sources or references 

include: 

Wikipedia /Naval History and Heritage Command  

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum /USS Midway Museum 

Several early observations: 

Very tight fit of each piece.  As you inspect the seams on both the top and bottom, there is 

literally no gap or misalignment (using only a very small amount of Tamiya Extra Thin Cement 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_A-4_Skyhawk
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nnam/explore/collections/aircraft/a/a-4-skyhawk.html
:%20%20https:/www.si.edu/object/douglas-a4d-2na-4c-skyhawk%3Anasm_A19760757000?TSPD_101_R0=083ccf6c57ab2000b476ff925c27fd49754d83cdea4c647f87ec83aebda57bcf78f5352450b5976f083bb8626d14300027bfeb16d4c86911ac8ec4a459cfb5f7abd69b8ab3ceefa2dc69cc9c599e258a76366597423cd3f8f5d11eb49524c085
https://www.midway.org/visit/aircraft-gallery/a-4-skyhawk
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όǘƘŜ ΨvǳƛŎƪ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎΩΣ ƭƛƳŜ ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƻǇ ІутмунύΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ƳƻƭŘǎ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ 

accuracy. 

Good instructions for where holes to be 

drilled out on the fuselage and lower wings. 

Kit also provides highly polished small canopy 

mirrors provide for another unique aspect for 

this kit. 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƭŀǇǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ōǊŀƪŜǎΩ ŀǊŜŀǎΤ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōǎ 

needed quite a lot of filing and sanding to slip 

easily into the tiny slots.  While on this point, I 

want to recommend the Infini Narrow Type 

2.5mm Diamond Taper File sets, which are the 

only very small files I have found that allow 

for these small tabs to be filed or sanded to 

allow them to fit into the small rectangular slots at the rear ends of the main wings. 

Even this kit provides the small leading wing fences, and as with the remaining PE on the sheet, 

these come without the need to cut them off the 

sheet as they are made without any connecting 

pointsτwhich is a significant advantage 

requiring no filing or sanding whatsoever and a 

big time saver. 

Also worth mentioning are the multiple dash 

boards, side consol panels, and fuel probes 

provide for both the early and later interiors.  

This is the sort of details overlooked in many 

other kits and included in the Magic Factory kit. 

Several additional notes or observations worth 

mentioning:  (a)  I was very impressed with the 

trim tab for the lower right hand aileronτƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

separate piece with its own control rod (plate 

instruction #14);  (b)  both the flaps and spoilers 

are provided with small cut-off tabs allowing for either of them in one of several configurations 

(plate instruction #15);  (c)  the tailhook can be deployed and or swiveled (instruction #16);  (d)  

deployable RAT device and the most intricate main gear, bridle hooks and posable nose gear 

LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƪƛǘ όƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ІмтύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭ ǿŜƭƭǎ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƻǊ 

exceeds that which I found in my detail sets. 
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There are numerous other smilingly 

small touches; each of which makes 

this Magic Factory such a pleasure 

to build.  These include the 

boarding ladder, inlet covers, 

numerous position lights, the 

landing light, the PE angle of attack 

sensor, the small bomb or ordnance 

sway braces, the top area around 

the engine bay, and you can open 

several access panels (displaying 

the black boxes within those 

openings) including the nose and 

radome sections (in both the open and closed position with bulkheads).  

Paints Used: 

In my choice for painting the famous ΨIŜƛƴŜƳŀƴƴΩǎ IƻǘǊƻŘΩ I chose the following Real Color 

paints: 

Back to the Real Color paints I used: 

Flat Black RC 001  

Insignia White  RC 222 underside of aircraft and control surfaces 

Light Gull Grey RC 220 upper fuselage, wings and tail 

Red RC 006 inside speed brakes and several flaps 

Yellow RC 007  

Olive Drab RC 023 ordnance/Mk 81s & 82s 

Radome Tan RC 227 Antenna/ECM pieces 

Mission Models MMP-105 Worn Black Grey Tires 

Mission Models MMA-006 Gloss Clear Coat (lens overcoating) 

AK Xtreme Metal AK 484  Burnt Metal (exhaust area) 

AK Xtreme Metal AK 476  Steel (tailhook) 

AK Xtreme Metal AK 479  Aluminum 

To repeat an earlier note about these paints.  I was confused about just what these paints are, 

ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψb9² wŜŀƭ /ƻƭƻǊǎ !ŎǊȅƭƛŎ [ŀŎǉǳŜǊ tŀƛƴǘΩΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ L 
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ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀ Ψlacquer 

ΨŀƴŘ ΨŀŎǊȅƭƛŎ ƭŀŎǉǳŜǊΩ?  Even though the latest bottles of the Real Colors paints clearly list them 

ŀǎ Ψlacquer ΨǇŀƛƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƳŀƴǘƛŎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ΨŀŎǊȅƭƛŎ ƭŀŎǉǳŜǊΩ 

with a new improved format.  The bottom line seems to be that these are still lacquer paints 

and they need to be thinned or cleaned with their High Compatibility Thinner (RC 702).  I am 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ aǊΦ IƻōōȅΩǎ Mr. Color Leveling Thinner (#T-106:300) performing my all my 

cleanup denatured alcohol (as suggested by John Miller, aka Ψ5ǊΦ {ǘǊŀƴƎŜōǊǳǎƘΩ). 

Other Technique Notes: 

Several small seams and small openings were filled with Vallejo Plastic Putty (#70.401).  This is a 

water-soluble filler which can be wiped off 

the model surface and repeated where 

necessary once the initial application is 

dry. 

Nose weight, especially when used with 

tricycle landing gear a/c, corrected with 

Deluxe Liquid Gravity (#BD38).  This is 

comprised of very small metal shot, 

allowing for this material to be placed in 

nose or cowling areas which might be very 

hard to reach normally, followed by 

cyanoacrylate glue (CA) over the shot.  I 

prefer Rocket Hot (also a Deluxe product)  

(# AD43), though it is very fast setting and 

very thin, the bottles of glue tend to 

harden quickly. 

I also used several AK Real Colors Markers 

for both touchup and to pick out small 

dials and knobs, etc.  I have quickly 

become addicted to these water based 

acrylic markers.  I painted the chrome areas using Molotov Liquid Chrome (# 703.102) which 

provides a mirror like finish around the nose gear. 

CƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŎƻŀǘ ǎǇǊŀȅŜŘ Ŏƻŀǘ ƻŦ !ƭŎƭŀŘ LL [ŀŎǉǳŜǊΩǎ !ǉǳŀ Dƭƻǎǎ /ƭŜŀǊ όІ![/ сллύΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

my personal favorite overcoat which produces a great clear finish (though in the bottle it 

appears cloudy, not to worry). 
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My painting included a small amount of pin 

washes, using 502 Abteilung Brown Wash 

#ABT080.  I completed my dry brushings, 

ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƻƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘōȅ ²ƛƴǎƻǊ ϧ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ 

Artist Oil color Naples Yellow Light, No. 426. 

I used small amounts of Microscales Micro 

Set #MI-1 and Walters Solvaset #904-470, 

which allows the decals to snuggle down and 

fit tighter when dry.  

And I sprayed my overall final finish using 

Testors Dullcoat Lacquer (#1160). 

Decals 

L ŎƘƻǎŜ ŀ ΨƘȅōǊƛŘΩ approach to the decals, 

using the Magic Factory sheet for most of 

the basic aircraft markings, especially those 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŜŀǊƭȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƭŀǘŜǊΩ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ 

panels.  I was also pleasantly surprised to see 

the markings for an A-4M with those I photo 

graphed back in 1972 at China Lake NAF.  

This sheet was perfect except for one glaring omission (see note below).  This sheet covered the 

ΨIŀǊŘ /ƻǊǇǎ {ŎƻƻǘŜǊǎΩ from MAW-Decals (#48-MAW015) providing not only the BuNo 159471, 

but also the U.S. national insignia with a darker blue and the top cowl anti-glare panel, which 

did not require additional masking.  There is also a Print Scale set of decals for the A-4M. 

One small disappointment is 

that there is no decal for the 

tail hook.  It was an item 

requiring the alternating black 

and white paint to create the 

ΨōŀǊōŜǊ ǇƻƭŜΩ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ 

shaft of the tail hook.  I 

suspect this is an item just 

missed when decal sheet was 

printed. 

Though a small issue as well, I 

ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƴƻǎŜ 

ǊƛƴƎΩ ŘŜŎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘ ŘŜŎŀƭǎ 

were misnumbered; I 
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recommend #96 and #97 be 

reversed from what is shown for 

positioning these decals. 

Summary recommendations: 

This is yet another example of a 

ƪƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜƭƭǎ ϧ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜǎΦΩ  

Any way you can analyze this kit, 

ƛǘΩǎ outstanding! 

While I would not recommend 

this kit for an inexperienced 

modeler, as there are many small 

and very small parts, which I feel 

might challenge some modelers.  

On the plus side this kit is a very high quality kit of a significant aircraft, the mighty though 

diminutive A-4 Skyhawk.  When compared with the recently released Airfix (1/72nd), Hasegawa 

(in 1/72nd, 1/48th or 1/32nd scale), Monogram, ERTL, ESCI, Eduard, Fujimi, Hobby, Hobby Boss, 
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Italeri and numerous other kits, I 

ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘŜǊΩ 

and recommend it over all the 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ   

I can hardly wait to build another 

A-4M and hope for added A-4 

ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ Ψ{ŎƻƻǘŜǊΩ 

and added decals to adorn the 

aŀƎƛŎ CŀŎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƪƛǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

Back to Top 
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5ŀǎ ²ŜǊƪΩǎ уΦуŎƳ Cƭŀƪ ƻƴ ŀ ф-ton Vomag Truck

 

By Eric Christianson 

Overview 

Years ago, at an IPMS Nationals, I saw a fantastically-weird military vehicle called a Vomag, in 
tiny 1/72nd scale.  All resin, from a Czech company called CMK, I think it was priced at $145, 
cash-only.  I (very briefly) considered buying it, but alas, apparently even I have limits (who 
knew).  Especially since I thought at the time that this was another German paper-vehicle; 
something that never saw the light of day. 

A decade or two went by and I found myself at yet another IPMS Nationals, this time with only 
one model kit on my buy list ς a 1/35th ǎŎŀƭŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀƳŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ΨуΦуŎƳ Cƭŀƪ 
ƻƴ ŀ фǘƻƴ ±ƻƳŀƎΩ ōȅ 5ŀǎ ²ŜǊƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜƛǊŘ ΨǇŀǇŜǊΩ ǘǊǳŎƪ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀƭ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ  
hƴƭȅ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфпмΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ΨtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
¦ƴƛǘΩΦ  !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŀǿ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƳŀƎǎΩΣ ƛƴ Budapest, Hungary.  The only two vehicles to see combat were finally 
destroyed by the advancing Russians, coming across the bridges from the Pest side of the 
Danube River.   

The Vomag, named after the German Truck company of the same name, started out as a heavy-
lift truck, with some being converted to passenger buses.  The entire top of the vehicle was 
removed and reworked into an open-air design, capable of mounting the large and lethal 
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DŜǊƳŀƴ ΨууΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ сп ǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŀƳƳǳƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
variety of crew-related equipment.  The vehicle is held in place during combat by four 
outriggers that extend from underneath the chassis.  The length of the loaded vehicle and its 
paltry range and speed were probably contributing factors to it not being used much during the 
war. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄ 

The Vomag is a complicated build and I was surprised that it was offered by Das Werk, a 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜǇ ŦƻǊ ŦƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ ƪƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ψƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴȅΩ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƪƛǘ ƛǎ 
different.  Not only is there a complete 88mm Flak 37 gun included (sans the gun shield), but 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȄ ƳǳƭǘƛǇŀǊǘ ΨǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘΩ-style wheels.  All of the storage 
compartments and doors can be modeled open or closed, and both PE-mesh side panels can be 
assembled open or closed.  Two sheets of PE and a set of perfectly registered decals round out 
the contents of the understandably oversized box. 

The 32-page, glossy, full color instruction booklet is orientated sideways, with color callouts for 
Ammo-Mig acrylic paints.  A detailed parts map falls before the construction section, and four 
gorgeous, full-color five-view color/decal schemes bring up the back end of the booklet.  The 
following unit schemes are called out: 

1. Flak Regiment 42 I./42 (mot.S) Bremen ς Oslebshausen, Germany, July 1942 (all grey) 
2. Flak Regiment 42 I./42 (mot.S) Zeche St. Katharina, Essen-Steele, Germany, March 1943 (all 

grey) 
3. Flak Regiment 42 I./42 (mot.S) Renault Factory Billancourt, Paris, France, March, 1942 (all 

grey) 
4. I./Flakregiment 40 Halasz Bastya (Fischer Bastei), Budapest, Hungary, February 1945 

(German tri-color) 

Assembly 

Lower Chassis - Assembly starts with the lower chassis, and it is not pretty.  The two 
longitudinal frame members that reach from the front to the very back of the vehicle are 
connected by no less than twelve cross-members that MUST be square with the frame and 
each other, or things start to go sideways in a hurry.  The single front and dual rear axles are 
busy with a lot of small parts, and the wheel connections are not great.  Each wheel (of six) 
depends on two separate female holes accepting their male counterparts in a small, restricted 
area.  Spoiler alert ς the wheels ended up going on fine later, so I must have done something 
right here.  There are a variety of fuel tanks and tubes and pipes that run up and down the 
chassis, all with a good fit and straight-forward assembly. 

Engine and Front End (no Transmission) ς The highly-detailed engine is a nice addition and the 
front end can be modeled to show it off by omitting the two engine compartment side panels (a 
common practice on some of these larger German trucks and halftracks, like the 18t FAMO).  I 
felt I had enough going on in the back so I closed the compartment and saved the engine for my 
spare parts box.  The fiddley headlights and engine panel locking clasps are a pain, but bring a 
lot of detail to the front end. 
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The fenders did not fit well, with everything depending on several long, thin pieces being 
situated correctly (the instructions were not very helpful here).  In the end it was all about a 
ΨǇǳǎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ǉǳƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΩ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛcal. 

Wheels ς Each of the six wheels on the Vomag (and two spares) are plastic and assembled using 
ŦƛǾŜ ΨǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜŘΩ ǊƻǳƴŘǎ - a design pioneered by MiniArt - and perfect for these huge tires 
where the seams between the rounds double as the tread.  No clean up required here, and the 
plastic takes paint and weathering beautifully.  Tape masks for the wheels will not work since 
there is an awkward protruding hub in the middle of each wheel.  That said, there is a small rim 
that will assist in guiding your paint brush when you get to that part of finishing the wheels. 

Drivers Compartment and Windshield ς ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ±ƻƳŀƎ ǘǊǳŎƪ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀ Ψōƻȅ ƘƻǿŘȅΩ 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ς clearly visible to all who care to look.  Yup, no hiding anything with this 
ǘǊǳŎƪ ōǳƛƭŘΦ  [ƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴƛƴŜ ȅŀǊŘǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
come in the box, and weathering it to pieces.  With so much else to do, however, I ended up 
using what parts came in the kit, and then making a few passes with washes and filters to get 
the job done.  Fortunately, I was able to airbrush the exterior surfaces without masking off the 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ-air aspect of everything turned out to be a snap.  It is 
important to paint the seat backs and backboards (F7/F8 and F20) separately (which I did not 
do) to achieve a fine visual line between the three parts.  I will probably pay the price for 
missing that at the next competition ς luckily there are so many other visible flaws it will hardly 
matter! 

The construction of the compartment and its two sidewalls is simple, but fiddley, and the angle 

that you end up with on each side will affect the fit of the side doors on the rear deck as well.  

Go slow, and study the images in the instructions. 

The dashboard decals went on smoothly using Future floor polish.  They help the eyes move 

along the lines of the console ς ǘƘŜ ŘŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ΨƭƻƻƪǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜΦ  
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The windshield is a one-ǇƛŜŎŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǇŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŜȄǇƭƛŎŀōƭȅΣ ƳƻƭŘŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƭŀǎǎΩ 

surfaces.  Weathered windshields are complicated enough to pull off; adding the masking and 

painting the miniscule wipers is a head-scratcher.  Especially since Das Werk provided detailed 

sun visors mounted directly above them as separate pieces. 

Gun Bed and Storage Lockers ς Next comes what I considered the coolest part of the build ς 

the gun deck, drop sides, outboard station riggers, and a plethora of storage lockers. I decided 

early on that I would show the port side of the model deployed for combat, and the starboard 

siŘŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƳƻŘŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ ōƻǘƘ ΨƭƻƻƪǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ 

vehicle. 

The main bed consists of several large parts that are assembled from the front to the back.  The 

underside of the bed has a rather complicated set of plates that must line up perfectly for the 

bed to seat correctly on the frame underneath.  Somehow, I got all of that to fit right ς I 

recommend using thick, slow-drying glue to do this, giving yourself time to adjust things as you 

go. 

Back on top, each vertical component of the main deck has some kind of detail added to it, such 

as gun racks (that hold four infantry rifles each) or foldable chairs and/or benches.  There are 

three openable storage lockers in the main gun deck ς I blocked one with a bench, (on the 

starboard side) and left two open, opposite.  Likewise, I deployed two seats and one bench, 

while stowing their counterparts on the other side. 

There are three ammunition/fuse lockers on each side of the vehicle, complete with ammo 

racks and detailed doors.  I used a bunch of 88mm shells from my spares box to fill up the set of 
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port-side lockers, and closed the three doors on the other side.  I was sure that I was going to 

break off these open doors a dozen times but their mere presence forced me to handle this 

porcupine of a model very, very carefully during finishing.   

The two drop-down side panels came with three full PE mesh screens each.  The instructions 

said to triple the thickness of the PE on each side.  Um, no.  A single screen on each side was 

more than sufficient, and looked much better than the stacked and subsequently opaque side 

panels envisioned by Das Werk.  I now have four very nice PE side panels in my spares box. 

The Rear Deck and Fire Hoses ς The large rear deck of the Vomag and its equally large luggage 

rack was meant to accommodate the baggage of all the passengers back when it was a bus 

(before they cut the top off).  As a result, there is a huge open space to fill right up there on top, 

where all the eyes gaze.  The luggage rack is made up of a stack of five U-shaped brackets 

included in the kit, and filled with a bunch of Value Gear (not) included in the kit.  I added a rack 

of Jerry cans and a smattering of German helmets, all from my spares box.  Finally, I added 

rolled-up Value Gear netting at the very rear. 

The busy rear-end of the vehicle contains two spools of rubber hose (in the kit) and an 

outboard drop-rigger to help hold the vehicle in place whenever the big gun opens up.  

The 8.8cm Flak18 37 Gun ς Which leaves the gun itself.  The pictures of the completed model in 

some of my literature show the main weapon on the Vomag sporting the ubiquitous front 

skirt/shield often seen on towed 88mm guns.  Unfortunately, no such gun shield exists in the 

kit.  I considered making my own out of styrene sheet when it occurred to me that I have 

several $20 Tamiya 88mm kits in my stash that include the shield as a single piece.   
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Looking at the multiple sprues of tiny plastic pieces that Das Werk wanted me to assemble (only 

to end up without a gun shield), and then looking at the shake-and-bake Tamiya kit, well, I lazily 

opted for the latter.  Yes, my Vomag has a Tamiya gun on top, but I challenge you to call out the 

differences, other than that missing gun shield.  All I can vouch for is that the complete Das 

Werk gun looks to be accurate enough and has slide-molded parts where needed to assist in 

seamline cleanup.  Das Werk uses 28 steps spread over eight pages of instructions to assemble 

their masterpiece, which now resides in my very fine spare parts box.  Honestly, this kit is 

challenging enough ς I carry no guilt in swapping that dude out.  

Painting and Finishing 

The Vomag camouflage schemes come in early war German Grey and late war German Yellow.  

I thought the yellow scheme would be best to highlight the detail on a vehicle with so much 

going on.  The single (German Yellow) example in photographs had large spots of German Red-

Brown and German Forest Green applied somewhat randomly all over the vehicle and the gun.  

I decided to calm that down a bit and applied a wavy mix of both of those colors instead.   

After allowing an overall primer coat of Gunze 1500 Black to dry, I laid down a 50/50 mix of 

German Yellow and Flat White, as a base.  I use Tamiya acrylic/lacquers and AK Interactive Real 

Colors cut 50/50 with Gunze Self-Leveling (lacquer) Thinner.  No other additives are needed for 

this winning combination, in my opinion.  I used Vallejo paints for almost all of the hand-

painted items, and Mission Models Tire Black for the tires.  This color is slightly dark-green 

when applied, and looks accurate when ligƘǘƭȅ ōǳǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ΨŦŀŎŜ ƻƛƭΩΦ 

Here are the remaining callouts from my notes: 
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1. Cab interior finish 
a. Over all Filter - ABT Wash Brown Oil & Mona Lisa. 
b. Console - dry brushed base yellow with ABT Dark Brown Oil, and applied gloss on 

the dials.   
c. Knobs and Detail - Tamiya X-1 Gloss Black. 
d. Seat cushions ς Vallejo PA311 New Wood as a base, followed by an enamel wash 

using AKI Wash for Wood, wiped along the grain with a Q-Tip.  Once dry, I buffed 
it out with a clean, dry Q-Tip. 

e. Steering wheel ς Vallejo MC940 Saddle Brown and Tamiya Silver. 
f. Floor - ABT Wash Brown Oil filter with silver pencil bling. 

2. Additional details 
a. Rifles and Ammunition Rounds ς Vallejo PA312 Leather Belt and Tamiya Dark 

Iron, detailed with Uschi Chrome pigment. Rounds ς AKI 476 Brass. 
b. Baggage ς various Vallejo paints with Vallejo MC 70.821 German C. Beige WWII 

used for the straps.  
c. Boxes ς (airbrushed) Tamiya NATO Black base followed by AKRC56 Dark Brown. 
d. Jerry cans and helmets ς light coat of Tamiya German Grey over various shades 

of bare plastic, and Tamiya Field Grey for the helmets. 
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Weathering 

I wanted to show a slightly-weathered vehicle and gun, so I started with an overall filter of ABT 

Wash Brown Oil thinned with Mona Lisa to tie the background yellow with the brown 

camouflage. 

I then spot-sprayed Alclad II Aqua Gloss Clear (acrylic) wherever the decals would go and let 

that dry overnight.  The thin decals went on with the Red/Blue Micro system without any 

issues. 

Once dry, I used a two-step process to set the surfaces up for weathering: First, I applied an 

overall coat of VMS Satin ±ŀǊƴƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ΨŜǘŎƘΩ ǘƻ ƎǊŀō ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ 

weathering products that followed.  Next, I applied a second coat of VMS Flat Varnish to just 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ΨǎƘŜŜƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴǾŀǎ ōŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōƻȄŜǎΦ  ±a{ ǾŀǊƴƛǎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ΨŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊΩ ŀƴȅ ŘŜŎŀƭ ŜŘƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǇǊŀȅ ƛǘ 

on, guaranteed. 

When that was dry, I applied an overall dark pin wash using AK325 Dark Umber, cut 1:4 with 

Mona Lisa.   

hƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŀƳŜƭ ǿŀǎƘ ƘŀŘ ΨŘŜ-ƎŀǎǎŜŘΩ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΣ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƻƛƭ ǇŀƛƴǘǎΣ 

un-thinned, to add streaking, dot-washes, rust spots, etc., stopping often to check my work.  

The general application consisted of applying small amounts of the oil in spots, and allowing 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨǘƻǳŎƘ ŘǊȅΩ ς about 10-15 minutes.  I then use a medium wide brush, slightly 
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dampened with Mona Lisa, to pull the oil in the direction I wanted.  If too much oil came off, I 

re-applied the oil and used a dryer brush. 

Paint chips came next.  For this build I simply painted them on using un-thinned Vallejo MC822 

German Camouflage Black/Brown, applied with a small brush.   

This was followed by a carefully airbrushing a coat of Vallejo MA027 Light Brown for dust, 

working from the bottom up.  I also hit the windshield with the light brown as well, spraying a 

light coat, removing the windshield wiper masks I had made, and then spraying another very 

light coat.   

¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƛƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ΨōƭƛƴƎΦΩ  I use (MIG) Concrete and Dust pigments to 

lighten areas, Russian Earth to darken areas, and European Dust as a mid-level dirt-color 

dusting, if necessary.  I will also think about applying black or brown soot-colored pigments to 

engine exhausts, gun barrels, etc.  I follow the mantra ς Go Easy! ς here.  I do not seal the 

pigments with anything ς L ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŀƭŜǊǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ  

I just learn how to pick the model up without leaving fingerprints on the exposed pigment. 

My final step for every project is an application of Uschi Chrome Pigment, to add bling. 

Summary 

This vehicle has intrigued me for years, and I am thrilled that I was able to build one before my 

eyesight and hands failed me.  Who knew a model company would choose to commit the 

resources for such an endeavor?  I mean, unlike other large armor projects that have come 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ό¢ŀƳƛȅŀΩǎ 5ǊŀƎƻƴ²ŀƎƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘύΣ LΩƳ ƎǳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƳŀƎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ must-build list.  Still, it is unusual, and I am hoping it will delight armor enthusiasts 

who come to model shows to see the weird stuff. 

Overall, this kit was a challenge, with many small pieces and complicated sequences.  I would 

recommend this kit to only those modelers who have the patience to slow down and think their 

way through the tasks required.  Problem solving is also a good skillset to have. 

In the end, however, it 

looks great in my case and 

will draw attention at the 

model show display tables. 

 

 

 

 

Back to Top 
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Two Tennesseans in the Mother Country 

An Epic Modeling and Museum Adventure in England 

 

By Tim Nelson & Will Perry 

Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнпΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƻŘŜƭ 

shows, and conduct an epic tour of a dozen or so world class museums. November is a great time of 

year for indoor pursuits ς even though the weather is deteriorating, the summer tourist crowds are 

gone, and hotel prices are reasonable. All the sites were visited using public transport with an occasional 

Uber to fill small gaps. The trip was roughly a year in planning, and all the prep paid off in a mostly 

seamless and immensely enjoyable journey, the pinnacle of geek travel. Vulcans, Walruses, and Sea 

±ƛȄŜƴǎΣ ƻƘ ƳȅΗ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŎŀǇΥ 

A) Scale Model World (Telford International Centre, https://ipmsuk.org/ipms-scale-modelworld/) 

Two days of modeling nirvana, but mostly 

tremendous camaraderie with great friends who 

share a common passion. The show is famous for 

its unique format: mostly an exhibition of club and 

special interest groups (SIGs), with lots of vendors 

("traders") mixed in, and a modest competition 

room on the side. The vast number of kits, 

accessories and books offered by the traders were 

achingly tempting ς we were able to temper our 

buying only because we would have to lug our 

treasures around for the remainder of the trip.  We 
Photo 1:  Early breakfast with modeling friends from Europe 

https://ipmsuk.org/ipms-scale-modelworld/
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spent much time toasting our mutual good fortune with European friends Marco Boulanger, Karl 

LeClerc, and Jean-Marc Muller. 

 

 

 

Photo 2: One of three major SMW halls 

Photo 3:  An enthusiastic club display 

Photo 4: The contest room 

Photo 5: Best of contest, Vickers Vimy 
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B) Royal Air Force (RAF) Museum Midlands (Cosford, Shifnal, 

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/midlands/) 

This museum, conveniently near 

Telford, is less visited than some of its 

cousins in and closer to London. 

However, its collection of 1950s jet 

prototypes, rare survivors from the 

World Wars, and V-Bomber trifecta sets 

ƛǘ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǘƻ 

see a Vickers Valiant, Avro Vulcan, and 

Handley Page Victor under one roof. 

 

Photo 6: Airfix SIG Photo 7: F-16 SIG 

Photo 1:  B01 - World's only surviving Boulton-Paul Defiant 

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/midlands/
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C) The Tank Museum (Bovington, Dorset, 

https://tankmuseum.org/) 

One of the world's premier armo(u)r 

collections, Bovington stands out with its 

extremely rare World War I collection and 

the vast Conservation Centre. The power, 

size and mass of these armo(u)red 

monsters can only be appreciated in 

person. 

Photo 2: Hawker Siddeley Kestrel 
Photo 3: Yucking it up with a Bristol Britannia 

Photo 4: World's only surviving Vickers Valiant 

Photo 1: Little Willie, world's first tank 

https://tankmuseum.org/
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Photo 2: World's only surviving Mark I 

Photo 3: Discussing the hellish conditions inside a Mark IV 

Photo 4: Obligatory King Tiger selfie 

Photo 5: Significant hobby content in gift shop 
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D) Sammy Miller Motorcycle Museum (New Milford, Hampshire, https://sammymiller.co.uk/) 

A museum housing the stunning, lifetime 

collection of the English motorcycle racing 

legend Sammy Miller. Most of the 500 or so 

motorcycles in the collection are runners, often 

road tested in magazines catering to the 

vintage motorcycle crowd. Sammy himself, 

approximately 90 now, can be seen - and we 

did, tinkering in the machine shop in back. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 6: The amazing Conservation Centre 

Photo 1: Will in his element with Velocettes 

Photo 2: Church of Holyrood, 
Southhampton, built 1320, 
destroyed 1940, now a Merchant 
Navy memorial 

Photo 3: The awesome Moto Guzzi V8 

https://sammymiller.co.uk/
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E) Solent Sky Museum (Southampton, https://www.solentsky.org/) 

A delightfully cluttered and eclectic 

museum dedicated to the aviation history 

of the region around the Solent (the body 

of water between Southampton and the 

Isle of Wight), filled with treasures from 

Supermarine, Saunders-Roe, and others. 

It contains a small fire-fighting museum 

ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴΩǎ 

aviation attic, but an enjoyable visit.  

Nothing beats sitting in the cockpit of a 

civil Sunderland once owned by Maureen 

hΩIŀǊŀΗ  

 

 

Photo 1: Very vintage model display 

Photo 2: Tim with the World's only surviving Saunders Roe 
SR.A1 jet flying boat, a current build project at home! 

Photo 3: in the cockpit of the Short Sandringham, a postwar 
Sunderland civil conversion 

Photo 4: Supermarine S.6A, 1929 Schneider Trophy participant (as S.6), later modified to S.6B standard 

https://www.solentsky.org/
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F) Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, National Museum of the Royal Navy (Portsmouth, 

https://historicdockyard.co.uk/) 

 

¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 5ƻŎƪȅŀǊŘΣ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾȅΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 

base at Portsmouth, is ƘŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƴŀǾŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ the 

home of HMS Victory, Mary Rose, HMS M.33, the hybrid 

HMS Warrior, and a long list of other naval treasures. 

Victory, !ŘƳƛǊŀƭ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ¢ǊŀŦŀƭƎŀǊ ƛƴ 

1805, ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾȅΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƘǊƛƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ п ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 

massive 15-year restoration, but the interior spaces are 

fully accessible, and you can walk underneath its 

immense hull. The mid-19th Century Warrior is a massive 

technological time capsule, melding new-fangled steam 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ άƳŜƴ-ƻΩ-

ǿŀǊέ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǝǳƴ ŘŜŎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ǌƻǿǎ ƻŦ 

cannons. 

 

 

 

 

Photo 5: The endearingly asymmetric De Havilland Sea Vixen 

Photo 1: Nelson underneath the HMS Victory 

https://historicdockyard.co.uk/
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Photo 2: HMS Victory Quarter Deck, 
where (the other) Nelson fell. 

Photo 3: Victory's rudder, believed to pre-
date Trafalgar. 

Photo 4: HMS Victory 

Photo 5: HMS Victory renovation, a 15 year project 
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Photo 6: HMS M.33, a 1915 vintage monitor which 
participated in the Gallipoli campaign. 

Photo 7: HMS Warrior, a steam augmented megaship from the 
1860s 

Photo 8: The Mary Rose - just needs some buffing 
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G) Fleet Air Arm Museum, National Museum of the Royal Navy (Yeovilton, Ilchester, 

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/visit-us/fleet-air-

arm-museum) 

A little off the beaten path, this first-rate 

museum is all about the aviation side of the 

Royal Navy. A real highlight is Hall 3, where 

you emerge onto a simulated carrier deck 

populated with several decades of FAA 

treasures. A quirky chestnut in the collection 

is an early production Grumman Martlet 

(F4F Wildcat) whose wings have been 

painstakingly stripped to the 1940 original 

paint. 

 

 

 

Photo 1: Grumman Martlet's Original Wing Colors 

Photo 2: Supermarine Walrus 

Photo 3: Hall 3, the stunning carrier deck experience 

https://www.nmrn.org.uk/visit-us/fleet-air-arm-museum
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/visit-us/fleet-air-arm-museum
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Photo 4: Supermarine Attacker 

Photo 5:  Hall 4, with Concorde prototype 2, Fairey Delta 2, and Harrier 

Photo 6: Yucking it up with Tim's cousins (by marriage) at the FAA 
Museum 
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H) RAF Museum London (Hendon, https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/) 

 

IŜƴŘƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ w!CΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ museum in greater 

London. Its stunning collection covers the pioneers 

to the present day - think of any iconic British 

aircraft, and they probably have one at Hendon. 

The World War I collection is a standout. And 

having a pastry and coffee under the wing of a 

Short Sunderland is not an everyday experience! A 

short walk away is the Hannants shop 

(interestingly, not directly affiliated with the much 

larger mail order business based in Lowestoft.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1: Coffee under a Sunderland 

Photo 2:  World War I Gallery 

Photo 3:  Supermarine Southampton Fuselage Photo 4:  Supermarine Stranraer, Canadian built 

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/
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Photo 5:  English Electric Canberra 

Photo 6: Avro Lancaster 

Photo 7:  Pilgrimage to 
Hannants in Colindale 
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I) Imperial War Museum (IWM) Duxford (Duxford, Cambridgeshire, 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford) 

hŦǘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άw!C 5ǳȄŦƻǊŘΣέ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ 

and sprawling complex is actually a branch of 

the Imperial War Museum. Not being affiliated 

with any specific military branch, their 

collection is wide-ranging and includes an 

armoόǳύǊ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

American Air Museum, a nice homage to a 

longtime ally. And two hangars full of 

beautifully restored flying warbirds ς a 2 seat 

Spitfire was giving expensive joyrides the day 

we were there. LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴ 

ride north of London.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1: King's Cross Station, London, on our way to Royston and 
IWM Duxford 

Photo 2: Handley Page Victor in glorious dayglo 

Photo 3: Up the ladder, Avro 
Vulcan cockpit tour 

Photo 4:  Avro Vulcan 
cockpit, a trip into the 1950s 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford
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Photo 5:  Main Gallery 

Photo 6: Land Warfare gallery - as an IWM facility, Duxford has a multi-genre collection 

Photo 7: Airliner row 
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J) Imperial War Museum London (London, 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london) 

The Imperial War Museum on Lambeth Rd is a classic, whose 

impossible mission is to tell the story of British military history from 

ancient times to the 21st century. A simple highlight is the display of 

ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ άŘŀȊȊƭŜ ǎƘƛǇέ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀŦŞΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Holocaust gallery at IWM is one of the finest, most effective, and 

sobering exhibits we've ever seen at ANY museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 8: Fairey Gannet with its Tai Chi wing fold 

Photo 1:  Imperial War Museum, with 15 
in guns from WW I battleships HMS 
Ramilles and Resolution 

Photo 2: Dazzle ships - these models are about 106 years old 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london
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Photo 3: Cafe with 1917-18 vintage Dazzle Ship models 
used to evaluate schemes 

Photo 4: Atrium 

Photo 5:  RMS Lusitania artifacts from its sinking off the coast of Ireland in May 1915 
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K) Science Museum (South Kensington, London, https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home) 

The Flight gallery here is often overlooked but 

contains some heavy-hitter artifacts of major 

significance. For example, the first nonstop 

transatlantic Vickers Vimy from 1919 and the 

Schneider Trophy winning Supermarine S.6B. 

Dark, musty, old school ς we hope they never 

change it. The other historical gallery is filled with 

200+ years of technological treasures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1: World's only surviving Fokker Eindecker (E.III) 

Photo 2: Alcock and Brown Transatlantic Vimy and Amy Johnson's long distance Gipsy Moth 

Photo 3: Supermarine S.6B which clinched the Schneider Tropy series for Britain in 1931 

https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home
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Photo 4: THE Schneider Trophy - highly coveted and more than a little odd 

Photo 5: Cool models representing early air travel - here a Vickers 
Vimy Commercial 

Photo 6:  One of the world's great collections of 
aero engines - here are early Frank Whittle jets 
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L) Royal Museums Greenwich (Greenwich, https://www.rmg.co.uk/) 

On our final full day of the trip, we cruised down the Thames River from 

Westminster to Greenwich, home to the beautiful tea clipper Cutty Sark, 

National Maritime Museum, Royal Observatory, and other interesting 

destinations. With a final toast to maritime glory at the nearby Trafalgar 

Tavern, our epic journey was at end. 

 

Photo 7: Stunning model of the Forth Bridge in Edinburgh, Scotland 

Photo 8: Puffing Billy locomotive, 1814 

Photo 1:  Cutty Sark 

https://www.rmg.co.uk/
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Photo 2: Will as King of the World 

Photo 3: The Sgt Pepperish figurehead collection 

Photo 4: The spectacular setting of Cutty Sark 


















