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PREZNOTES

The Big Push

Each year for the past two decades and
more, IPM S Seattle has put on the Pacific
Northwest’s largest model contest: our
Spring Show. Thanksto the financial
success of this show, we have been able
among other things to keep our annual
membership fees at theincredible deal of
$15. We also put on one heck of a show, an
all day event with superb modelson
display in the contest, top class vendors, a
make and take for the kids, even seminars.
Again, asuper deal: $5for walk-ins, $10 for
those wishing to enter the contest, with
unlimited entriesfor the samelow price.

The Club functionsvery well all year long,
thanksto afew dedicated souls: your E-
Board makes surethat thereisawarm, well
lit meeting room for usto cometo each
second Saturday in the month, where we
enjoy chatting to friends, seeing the latest
models on the show and tell tables,
looking over the vendors' wares, and now
we have introduced seminars at the
conclusion of each meeting for those
interested in listening in. Editor Robert
Allen brings us a very interesting newsl et-
ter each and every month.

However, when it comesto the Spring
Show, the whole club needs to pitch in for
a“Big Push”. The Show Committee sets
the ground work with months of hard
work, but it takesagreat effort from all of
us to make the Show the successit is. In
particular, we need membersto help out
with providing donations to the Raffle.
Thisis one of THE highlights at our show,
and avery important profit center for our
efforts. And it is brought to show partici-
pants courtesy of the generous donations
of you, the chapter’s members. Please
consider donating a couple or more nice
kitsto thisyear’s effort at the March
meeting. We also need feet on the ground:
volunteers to help show contest entrants
where their entries go on the tables, people

to man the raffle table, and especially help
with judging. We plan on offering a
seminar at the March meeting to go over
what judges look for during their judging
rounds on Show Day. The show is seven
hoursin length: | urge you to consider
spending one or two hours volunteering to
help make thisyear’s event another
resounding success. See you at the March
meeting.

Andrew
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Public Disclaimers, Infor mation, and Appealsfor Help

Thisisthe officia publication of the Seattle Chapter, IPMS-USA. As such, it serves as the voice for our Chapter, and depends largely
upon the generous contributions of our members for articles, comments, club news, and anything else involving plastic scale modeling and
associated subjects. Our meetings are generally held on the second Saturday of each month, (see below for actual meeting dates), at the North
Bellevue Community/Senior Center, 4063-148th Ave NE, in Bellevue. See the back page for a map. Our meetings begin at 10:00 AM, except
as noted, and usually last for two to three hours. Our meetings are very informal, and are open to any interested modeler, regardless of interests.
Modelers are encouraged to bring their models to the meetings. Subscriptions to the newdletter are included with the Chapter dues. Dues are $25
ayear for regular mail delivery of the newdletter, and $15 for e-mail delivery, and may be paid to Spencer Tom, our Treasurer. (See address
above). We also highly recommend our members join and support IPMS-USA, the national organization. See below for form. Any of the members
listed above will gladly assist you with further information about the Chapter or Society.

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individua writers, and do not constitute the official position of the
Chapter or IPMS-USA. You are encouraged to submit any material for this newsletter to the editor. He will gladly work with you and see that
your material is put into print and included in the newsletter, no matter your level of writing experience or computer expertise. The newsletter is
currently being edited using a PC, and PageMaker 6.5. Any Word, WordPerfect, or text document for the PC would be suitable for publication.
Articles can also be submitted viae-mail, to the editor’s address above. Deadline for submission of articlesis generally twelve days prior to the
next meeting - earlier would be appreciated! Please call me at 425-823-4658 if you have any questions.

If you use or reprint the material contained in the newsletter, we would appreciate attribution both to the author and the source
document. Our newsletter is prepared with one thing in mind; thisisinformation for our members, and all fellow modelers, and is prepared and
printed in the newsletter in order to expand the skills and knowledge of those fellow modelers.

Upcoming M eeting Dates
ThelPMS Seattle 2012 meeting scheduleisasfollows. All meetingsarefrom 10AM to 1 PM, except asindicated. To avoid
conflicts with other groups using our meeting facility, we must NOT be in the building before our scheduled start times, and
MUST be finished and have the room restored to its proper layout by our scheduled finish time. We suggest that you keep this

information in areadily accessable place.
March 10 April 7 (Spring Show at Renton)

April 14 May 12
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Spring Show 2012 —
March Update

by Jon Fincher

Howdy all! Here’'syour March update on
our Spring Show. Overall, everythingis
moving ahead strongly and smoothly:

. All the seminars are scheduled
and presenters are working on content
NOW.

. All our trophies and ribbons are
currently ordered.

. We have all vendor tables sold,
and have started awaiting list.

. We have the Renton Community
Center from 2 pmuntil 5 pmon Friday
afternoon, so setup will occur at the
normal time.

There are even some new things for this
year:

. Tablesfor model display will be
conference height.

o] Conference height tables stand 42
inchestall, higher than normal, which
should help ease the back strain of our

judges.

. Our food vendor will be adding
new foods.

o] Asafull servicecatering firm,

they will offer more soups, aswell as
lasagha and salad for lunch.

They’re small changes, but they should
have abig impact on Show Day.

In February, Andrew and | travelled to
Portland to meet the OHM S club. They
were very happy to see us, and we had a
chance to not only talk up the show, but to
participate in their yearly auction. They
have agreat club in Portland, and we're
looking forward to having them come up,
put some quality models on our table,
increase our judging ranks, and hand out
their Best Submarine special award.

As good as everything is right now, there
aretwo areas of concern for me:

Raffle: | and Eric thank you for your
generous donations to the raffle pile, but

evenwith that extraeffort, we' re still
looking for moreto add to the pile.
Remember, modelsaren’t the only things
weraffle off —artwork, books, decals, resin
kits, and paint setsall make great raffle
items.

Volunteers: At therisk of sounding likea
broken record, the success of our club and
our show can be directly linked to the
generous volunteer effort of our members.
We are dwaysextremely grateful to
everyone who volunteers to help at the
Spring Show, but are always nervous that
thiswill be the year we don’t have enough
peopleto pull it off. Therefore, | urge you
to find the areawhere you feel most
fulfilled, and commit an hour or so of your
time on show day. The following areas are
looking for volunteers — please contact the
given arealead for moreinfo:

. Registration

0 Needs: 6-8 peoplefor themorning
0 Contact: Thelovely Morgan
Girling

. Room monitorsfor Seminars

0 Needs: 2-3 people

0 Contact: The perspicacious John
Newcombe

. Hosts

0 Needs: 4-5 peoplefor themorning
0 Contact: Theextremely vertical
Robert Allen

. Judging

0 Needs: Many and varied for the
afternoon

o] Contact: The tenacious Mike

Millette and John Chilenski

. Setup and Teardown

0 Needs: As many as we can get for
Friday and Saturday afternoon

0 Contact: The thesaurus owning
Jon Fincher

Thanks for your time, your donations, and
your confidence—we'rewell on our way
to pulling off another successful show,
and | look forward to reporting that
success in May.

Other NW 2012 Shows

3/16/2012 - 3/18/2012

The 42nd Annual Bob Pageth Portland
Classic Model Car Contest - IPMS/Scale
Auto BuildersAssn (SABA)

Portland (OR) Expo Center

2060 N MarineDr, Portland

David Fetcher 503-314-2063

3/31/2012

22nd Annual Pacific NW Model Car Fest -
IPMS/Scale Auto BuildersAssn

Holiday Inn - Portland (OR) Airport

8439 NE ColumbiaBlvd, portland

David Fletcher 503-314-2063

5/6/2012

Model Car Sunday 23 - |PM S/Puget Sound
Auto Modelers Association

Puyallup Elks

314 27th StNE, Puydlup

ChellieM. Lynn 206-938-2389

6/9/2012

PeninsulaModel Show and Contest 2012 -
IPM S/North Olympic PeninsulaModelers
Society

Fort Worden State Park, building 204

Port Townsend

Larry Spedlman 360-681-5266

915/2012

OHMS & Evergreen Aviation Museum
Model Show and Contest 2012 - Oregon
Historical Modelers Society

Evergreen Aviation and Space Museum
500 NE Michadl King Smith Way,
McMinnville, OR

Brian'Yee503-309-6137

10/6/2012

18th Annual "Show Off The Good Stuff"
Model Show & Contest - Palouse Area
Modelers

Moscow Moose Lodge

210N Main &., Moscow, ID

Scott Rowland 208-843-5137

10/6/2012

IPM SVancouver 42nd Fall Show
Bonsor Recreation Complex
6550 Bonsor Avenue,

Burnaby, BC, Canada

Peter Hickey 604-988-3253
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2012 NorthWest Scale
Modelers Display

by Sephen Tontoni

NorthWest Scale Modelersis aloose
confederation of modeling enthusiasts that
is privileged to hold its monthly meetings
at the Museum of Flight in Seattle. In
exchange, NWSM assembles museum-
quality themed model displayswhich are
rotated every three months. In addition to
that, NWSM coordinates with the Mu-
seum of Flight to stage its annual February
model display.

The NWSM show model display at the
Museum of Flight hasanillustrious 20
year history. From itsvery humble begin-
nings, the number of models on the tables
has usually hovered around 2,000 in recent
years. As adisplay, rather than a competi-
tion, it's always been open to any models
built at any time. It's the opportunity to see

some models that have now been retired
from the show circuit, and that's a treat.

Thisyear, the challenge for NWSM wasto
have 2,500 models on the tables; that’'s
heady stuff, and the display organizers
knew it would take many modelersfrom
NWSM, IPM S Sezttle, IPM S Vancouver,
other modeling organizations, aswell as
non-affiliated model ersto makeit happen.
John Newcome and Tim Nelson of NWSM
were the ringleaders for the most part,
urging any and all participation in the
display. NWSM even collected donations
from the group to cover van rental for a
couple of the modelersto bring their entire
collections. One of whom, Bill Osborn,
brought over 400 by himself!

Therewere anumber of additional draws
for modelersto participate. Onewasfree
admission to the museum for anyone
displaying amodel, aswell as agenerous
discount to the gift store there. The gift
store is more than just gifts; it also has

many books and other aviation items and
resources. The second was to encourage
modelersto develop their skillsin seminars
which offered: automotivefinishing, model
photography, armor weathering, and
modeling tools/techniques. All of these
were well attended in the Murdock Theater
next to the Great Gallery wherethe display
was. The Murdock Theater is a state of the
art multi-mediaauditorium; it hascomfort-
able theater seating, good lighting, and
camerawith projector. The projection
arrangement solved the old problem with
seminars, that is, participants’ ability to
clearly seevery fine work being done by
the presenter. The third attraction was the
number of working tablesin the Great
Gallery where modelers could work on their
current projects while museum patrons
observed and had their questions an-
swered.

Kidshad big drawsaswell. Therewere
Make-n-Take events both Saturday and
Sunday sponsored by two hobby shops in
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the Seattle area, Skyway Model Shop and
Galaxy Hobby. They werevery popular,
with both kids and parents excited for them
to build free snap kits there and bring them
home. With this exposure and encourage-
ment from their parents, those kids are
more likely to be the next generation of
modelers. Another attraction wasafull-size
radio control replicaof the Star Wars R2D2
robot whirring around, chirping and
whistling, to the delight of all kidsthere.
Bob Jacobson, the builder and operator of
the robot even programmed music in the
robot, playing the cantinamusic from the
movie and the Darth Vader March.

This event was very well attended by the
public and modelers. In the end, there were
3,030 models present, brought by over 80
modelers! It shattered all recordsfor model
displays and competitions in the Pacific
Northwest, and possibly far beyond.
Museum attendance that weekend also
achieved record numbers. While there
have been 2,500 or so through the door on
aPresidents’ Day weekend, the 2012 model
display helped the museum bring in over
5,000 in attendance.

All modelers, NWSM aswell as other
organizations, need to thank Tim Nelson
for doing amagnificent job in coordinating
this massive event.
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Dragon 1/35th Scale
Jagdpanzer 1V L/70 (V) —
August 1944 Production w/
Zimmerit

by EricChristianson

The Jagdpanzer IV L/70 (V) wasan
improved version of the Jagdpanzer |V
with the PaK 42 L/70 mounted in place of
the shorter PaK 39 L/48. It went into
production along with the Jagdpanzer 1V
whichit replaced completely by December
of 1944. Eventhough it wasreleased in
August of that year, the L/70 (V) wasfirst
used in numbers during the Ardennes
offensivein December, when approxi-
mately 137 wereavailable.

Modelers who have built any of Dragon’s
morerecent rel easeswill befamiliar with
the boxed contents here. The Jagdpanzer
comesin athin, over-stuffed colorful box
containing 14 sprues of soft, light-grey
plastic. There is a separate, cardboard-
backed collection of clear parts, photo-
etch, decalsand Magic Track. Thetrack is
molded in two shades of grey to help
distinguishthe‘sided’ track-links.

Thelower hull isone beautiful, slide-
molded piece, asisthe back deck, the
upper-front hull and the rounded gun
mantlet. All the smaller partsthat sport a
gorgeous zimmerit coating comeon a
single sprue. The side ‘ schurtzen’ shields
that give German assault guns and tank
destroyerstheir distinctive look are single
piece affairsthat are molded very thin and
look to bein proper scale. The attachment
points for the shields and related hardware
are engineered to make this part of the
assembly assimpleas|’ve seen it. Bravo
Dragon.

A beautifully molded gun-breech mecha
nismisincluded and can be seen if the
hatches are | eft open (or the single-piece
topisremoved). A thin, plastic antennais
included, along with aradio set pointing to
the possibility of this being acommand
version of the vehicle, even though that is
not mentioned anywhere.

A small fret of photo-etch isincluded
which contains engine louvers for the
underside of the engine access hatches.
These can be posed open or closed. The
Jagdpanzer did not carry alot of markings,
and the small decal sheet sporting num-
bers and crosses for four vehicles reflects
this. Rounding out the contents of the box
isDragon’s ubiquitous, exploded-view
instruction sheet containing 18 assembly
steps. Paint calloutsinclude Gunze
Aqueous, Gunze Mr. Color, and Model
Master.

LS

Thelong gun and 80mm superstructure
front madethe L/70 (V) front-heavy, with
the resultant failures of the rubber-tired
wheels. Later models, therefore, were
fitted with steel-rimmed wheels at thefirst
two wheel stations. Late modelsalso had
threereturn-rollersinstead of four.
Dragon’s release represented hereis of the
earlier, all rubber-tired version. With the
number of unused parts included, how-
ever, future versions of the kit may
incorporate these changes and more.
Unfortunately, the unused parts do not
include any steel wheels. Beware—among
thelist of unused partsis Part C-23. You
will actually need thispart in Step 13.

Construction starts with the lower hull and
main running gear, no surprises here. The
wheels, return rollers and drive sprockets
aremolded up to Dragon’s excellent

standard. The instructions, unfortunately,
also meet Dragon’s standard for instruc-
tions. In this step, the instructions reflect
the assembly of six return rollers, not the
required eight. Looking further, it seems
that the return-roller guy waswriting for
the later version that used the lower
number of rollers.

Step two coversthe small, rear deck and
muffler. Thewooden jack-block isalso
attached here. A lot of these parts are
familiar to Dragon model builders, and |

(ZER IV L/70(V) A6 15 PRObTCTION

'
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think thisis a good thing. Other manufac-
turers seem to re-design common parts,
such asamuffler or jack, with every kit.
Four holes need to be opened on the back
plate. Thesewill receiveavariety of rear-
deck accoutrement.

Steps three through six finish out the lower
hull. You are given three build options
(among no less than 28 throughout!).
These three decisionsinvolve alimber
hitch and what lookslikeasmall, side-
mounted mud shield of somekind.

A beautifully-molded radio set is mounted
against the inner wall of abulkhead
located aft. Otherwise the bulkhead isa
barren piece of plastic. | assumeyou will
be able to see the radio through an open
hatch somewhere. If that's the case, you
might want to beef-up the rest of the




IPMS Seattle Chapter Newsdl etter

Page 7

bulkhead alittle aswell with partsfromthe
spares box.

Each bogie consists of only four parts,
plusthe wheels, which is an improvement
over the past when many more parts made
up these assemblies.

In step six thethreereturnrollersare again
referenced when there are actually four
(per side). In addition, the instructions
describe three bogies per side, when there
areactualy four. Theimage, however,
correctly showsfour rollers and four
bogies. Step seven brings in the fenders
and track. Theright- and left-handed track
comein differently shaded plastic and
according to the instructions, contain 97
links per side. You have limited accessto
the track under the fenders, so you may
choose to attach the track in this step as
theinstructions call, rather than waiting
until later.

Steps eight, nine and ten address the rear
deck, which on the Jagdpanzer L/70, is
really the only ‘busy’ surface you get.
Here we attach the engine hatches, spare
wheels, pioneer tools, and side air-intakes.
You can choose to use the thin plastic
engine louvers on the underside of the
engine hatches or the photo-etch replace-
ments. Unless you intend to show the
hatches open, however, it's hard to
rationalize using the brass parts. Either
way, these will have to be painted prior to
attaching them —the (inside) louverswill
be difficult to paint later. Among the
pioneer tools, only the axe comes with
optional P-E mounting brackets and two
versions to use.

Steps el even and twelve deal with the
exquisitely molded main-gun assembly
inside the upper hull. Opening the box, |
wasintrigued with what | found: acom-
pletely new design of slide-molding for
this part of the tank. Unfortunately, unless
you intend to open up that area using
hatches or lifting off the entire single-piece
roof, the gun assembly will beinvisible on
the completed kit. Still —it’s pretty cool.
Thefollowing step (14) showsthemain
gun being attached to the hull, with the
outer mantlet portions coming on. Thereis

an interesting and novel upper/lower
design used here—if everything fits! I'll
haveto wait to seeif thisdesign will work
when | buildit.

Steps fifteen, sixteen and seventeen
address the top of the front upper hull.
There are several options regarding
hatches (open or closed) and their design
elements. There are also options for the
aft-mounted railings. A clear plastic
periscope is provided that can be painted
and extended out of a hatch opening. This
isthefirst timel’ve encountered thisin a
Dragon kit, although this might be
standard fare for turret-less assault guns
and tank destroyers.

The final step involves attaching the side
skirts, antenna and spare track sections to
the vehicle. Dragon took painsto allow
the builder the option of hanging the
skirts on (without glue) or leaving them
off. You can leave them off and not
include the attachment points aswell. The
skirts themsel ves are wonderfully thin and
look pretty neat, but, in my opinion, cover
up too much of the Mark 1Vsdistinctive
lower chassis. This makesthe ‘hanging’
aspect of the schurtzen especially
atractive.

AsaGerman armor enthusiast, | have
awaysloved thelow, sleek, and menacing

lines of the Jagdpanzer family of tank
destroyers. Like me, perhapsthere are
many modelers who purchased the old
Tamiyakit and left it sitting on the shelf
until they could ‘master’ theintimidating
art of applying convincing-looking
zimmerit. Well, thewaitisover. Alongwith
theKing Tiger, Tiger |, PzKpfw IV, Brumbar,
and thelittle Stug —a‘roughed up’ version
of the Jagdpanzer L/70isfinally here!
There are no surprisesin thekit, good or
bad, so those familiar with Dragon models
will find putting this kit together no
different fromthe others. ThereareALOT
of sprue attachment points and stubs to
remove, but those come as a by-product to
all of the extraordinary detail providedin
the molding. Thank you, Dragon, for
finally sending thiskit our way.

I recommend thiskit to anyonewho likes
tobuild andfinish latewar GermanAFV's.
Thesimplicity of theoriginal vehicle's
design and function trandates well into
Dragon’srelease. | would liketo thank
Dragon USA for providing thiskit for
review, and to Internet Modeler for giving
me the opportunity to review it — stay
tuned for thefull-build articleto follow.
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Airfix 1/72nd Scale
Fairey Swordfish Mk.I

by Stephen Tontoni

Airfix has been pushing up the quality bar
in their most recent releases, but the new
Swordfish kit pushes up the bar for all the
companiesthat areworking in /72nd. The
level of detail isastounding whilefit and
engineeringisvery impressive. I'll speak
more of that later. I [l say thisthough; if
someone had shown me thiskit last year,
without the box, | would not have guessed
it camefromAirfix. Itsequivalent level of
complexity and detail could be best
compared to a state-of-the-art 1/48th scale
kit.

With 125 parts, thiswon't just fall together,
but the 68 steps in the instruction sheet
seems a bit granular. Of course you can
concatenate some steps; just be cautious.
Some of them are separate stepsfor a
reason, and this kit isn’t your garden
variety 1/72nd plane. It'sfairly involved,
and as the instructions say, thisis not
appropriate to undertake for those less
than 36 months of age. (Thisis okay for
the three-year-old, but keep your two-year-
old away fromtheglue... isthat what
they’re saying? Really?)

Before we begin talking about the model
though, let’sdo alittle Biplane 101. What
struts are what? “Cabane” struts connect
the fuselage to the upper wing. The
Swordfish has an arrangement of cabane
struts such that they meet in the middle of
the center section of the upper wing,
forming a truss. The struts that connect
the upper wing to the lower wing are called
the “interplane struts’. The number of
interplane strut setswill determine how
many “bays’ the wing has. The Swordfish,
with two sets of interplane struts on each
wing, isatwo-bay aircraft. The more bays,
the more complicated thekit build is, and
themorelikely you areto drink heavily.
Your intervention may featureinstruction
sheets.

Ontothekit; it'svery crisply moldedin
light gray styrene with no sink marksthat |

FAIREY SWORDFISH Mk
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could find. The wings have very believable
texturing, and the fuselage has engraved
panel lines although somewhat overstated
for 1/72nd scale. After primer, paint, gloss
coat and flat coat, those recessed panel
lines should be more believable aswell.
Many delicate parts detail the kit inside
and out. With the wide-open cockpit of the
Swordfish, you'll bevery grateful for the
interior detailing. The pilot seat looks a
little bit soft, and that should be accented
with some photo-etch seat harnesses or
something. There’'ssomeroomforim-
provement there. You also have the choice
of building atorpedo carrier or bomber; all
the ordnance is molded and detailed
beautifully. It also has extended wing/
folded wing options, whichisavery nice
touch. The modeler doesn’t need to break
out arazor saw or figure out how to
execute a believable wing fold; they just
need to follow the instructions.

Let's get to the cool part - kit engineering.
This isthe most interesting aspect of the
kit asfar as|’m concerned because Airfix
seemsto be re-writing the biplane book. A
biplane has different challenges than
monoplane does, not the least of whichis
wing alignment, and Airfix has approached
that differently than anyone else that I’ ve
seen. And | build alot of biplanes! The
upper wing consists of seven parts; they
are the two halves of the center section,
the two halves of the outer sections, and
the long wing spar that ensures alignment
between the center/outer wing sections.
That spar part is not used if you choose to
fold the wings. Construction of thewing

-
-

begins by cementing together the two
halves of the center section, trapping the
wing spar in between. After that’'s done,
you dlide the keyed inner interplane struts
into the sides of the wing center section.
The struts themselves sort of dangle
below at this point. The outer interplane
struts are also keyed and drop through
dlotsin the upper wing where they're
guaranteed to be straight and secure, then
you cement those halves together,
trapping the wing spar between them. But
wait...that spar is attached to the center
section! Correct; you are cementing the
wing halves while attaching the outer
section of the wing to the center section.

So picture it thisway; you simultaneously
cement the wing halves, trap the interplane
struts, align the wing on the wing spar, and
attach the entire outer wing sections to the
inner section in one maneuver. I’ ve never
seen this approach before. There's a
signpost up ahead; next stop, The Twilight
Zone.

Another interesting design
innovation...the fuselage is made of aright
side, left side, and underside. Thethree
pieces have apurpose and | redly likeit;
the lower part has wing stubs that pro-
trude enough to attach the wing to
fuselage struts. In other words, the lower
wing attached to the wing stub like that
with its hefty strutswill automatically be
aligned, and it's to those stubs that the
inner interplane struts are securely
attached.
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The entire upper wing assembly isthen
attached to the fuselage, and the lower
wings are attached to that. | would expect
thisto be the most complex part of the
entire build. Use great careto dry fitit
several times before applying any cement,
and by all means, be gentle. | could be
wrong, but the interplane struts are all
dangling at that point and may be fragile.
Thelower wing has large holes to accom-
modate the interplane struts. These are not
alignment "pins'; these are plugs that the
struts fin into. When you cement the
interplane struts in there, they are there to
stay, making the wing structure very
sturdy. And my own two cents here: do all
the painting before attaching this assem-
bly. You may have to touch up abit, but
it's easier to do that than to get between
the wings with your airbrush.

The folded wing option is approached a
little differently. Without the wing spar,
there’s less positive connection and that
could |ead to misalignment. To prevent
that, Airfix has provided jigsto align the
lower wing stub to the upper wing center
section. The jig holds the upper wing
center section snugly in place, allowing
nearly no room for play. Oncethat's
completely dry you remove thejigs and
the center section will be perfectly aligned
and as solid astherock of Gibraltar. If it
were made of styrene.

Asfor detailing, thiskit has more than
enough for a1/48th kit, much lessa 1/72nd
one. | haven't made acareful part count of
theinterior, but it has somewhere around
20 partsto it. When built, it will bevery
busy and believable. At thispoint, I'm
wondering if the fuselage will close up

with all those goodiesin there. We'll cross
that bridge when we cometo it.

Exterior detail isexcellent with highlights
being anicely molded and detailed Bristol
Pegasus engine and sturdy two piece
landing gear struts. Other parts, like part
14D in step 32, arevery dainty. | mention
that part specifically because | broke it
whileremoving it from the sprue. That part,
by the way, is asingle piece taking the
place of four horizontal stabilizer struts.
Again, Airfix wantsto idiot-proof the
construction. Thisidiot, though, will not
be denied - | snapped one of the struts.

Jumping ahead to the decals, you have
two marking options, abomber from 1940
and atorpedo planefrom 1939. The
instructions have three view color profiles
of each option and they include rigging
with each view, but it’s not adequate for a
two-bay aircraft. You' ll need to check your
referencesto rig this beastie. Decals look
likethey will not be aproblem; they are
very thin with good register and flat finish.

I recommend thiskit whole-heartedly. As
you'll have ascertained by the review so
far, I'mvery impressed by the engineering
of thewings; thisisthefirst time |’ ve seen

thisapproach. | don’t see how it will fail.
Molding isexcellent and the detail rivalsa
1/48th kit. $17.50 retail makesfor an
excellent bargain.

Does this kit have any weaknesses at all?
Sure, there are afew, but nothing to really
whine about. I’ d like to see the instruc-
tionsinclude aclear rigging diagram. Three
views are good for markings, but they just
don’t show rigging well. |sometric draw-
ings reveal that much better. I'll see about
replacing the pilot's seat and digging up
some PE seat harnesses too. Attaching the
upper wing assembly to the fuselage looks
alittlefiddly, but it should be okay...not a
weakness. We' re model ers after all; giveus
ahit of achallenge. Andif you build likel
do, and paint/decal the upper wing before
attaching it, there may be abit of paint
touch-up necessary around the lower wing
to fuselage stub joint. Or maybe there
won't. I'm not really concerned about any
of the "weaknesses' | just mentioned.

Theultimate conclusionissimple: If you
want to build a 1/72nd Swordfish, just
throw away your Matchbox, Revell, Frog,
and old Airfix kits; they are now hope-
lessly obsolete.
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57th Fighter Group
‘First in the Blue',
by Carl Molesworth

reviewed by Robert Allen

Mount Vernon resident Carl Molesworthis
a keen model er who has attended model
showsin the Seattle area, and written
articles for the Seattle Chapter News. He's
best known for writing about the air war in
Chinaduring WW2, and the Curtiss P-40
series. Thisrecent release in the Osprey
“Aviation Elite Units’ series doesn’t
involve the former, but it certainly doesthe
| atter.

The57th Fighter Group flew P-40sand
then P-47sin North Africaand Italy from
July 1942 until V-E Day. Somewhat
overlooked by post-war historians
because they featured no big-name aces,
they were more noted for their work asa
fighter-bomber squadron supporting the
ground troops than they were as a fighter
squadron engaging enemy aircraft —with
one huge exception.

Molesworth’s book coversthe 57th FG
fromitsformationin January 1941 asthe
57th Pursuit Group. There'sabit of alocal
connection early on, a disastrous cross-
country trip from the east coast to
McChord Field in Tacoma, during which
the Group lost 12 of the 25 P-40s embarked,
and suffered the death of four pilots.
Perhaps not co-incidentally, the Command-
ing Officer wasreplaced afew weeks after.

The bulk of the book covers the Group’s
serviceinthe MTO, which commenced
with abang, 72 P-40sflying safely off USS
Ranger to Accra, even though none of the
pilots had previously attempted a carrier
take-off. Using primary sources, unpub-
lished manuscripts, and numerous
interviews and correspondence with Group
members, Molesworth paints a picture of
the often brutal conditions under which
the Group operated. He not only features
the pilots, but also the ground crew and
administrative staff who worked from dawn

until dusk to allow the pilotsto do their
job. The evolution of fighter-bomber
tacticsis discussed, including one pilot’'s
horror at having to strafe German horse-
drawn wagons, and seeing the effect the
eight machine gunsin his P-47 had on the
defenseless horses. He sums it up by
commenting “ Thank God | never had to do
itagain.”

The book also includes numerous lighter
moments, even under such conditions,

a7th Fighter Group

'First im thi Ble
s

such as when one of the men wrote a letter
to Hormel complaining about the taste of
SPAM, and received aletter back stating
that they had never sold any SPAM to the
Army. Even when the cooks piled up a
multitude of SPAM cans and took a picture
of one of them sitting on top of the pile,
Hormel insisted that they must have
received a shipment intended for the Navy.
There's also the story of the P-40 pilot who
took off on asortieflyingaUSAAF P-40
and arrived back at base several hours
later flyingan RAF one...

Onemission covered in detail isthe*Palm
Sunday Massacre” of April 18,1943, in
which the P-40s of the 57th FG and 324th
FG caught alarge formation of L uftwaffe
Ju 52s attempting to resupply the Afrika
Corps. In the ensuing one-sided battle, the
57th FG was credited with 50 victories,
over aquarter of their total for the entire
wa.

Thetext is complemented by many
excellent black-and-white photos, and
even afew color ones. There are 32 color
profilesby Jim Laurier of the57thFG’s
aircraft, and drawings of group and
squadron emblems. Thisisan excellent
book, onethat fillsagap in WW2 aviation
history.
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Fujimi 1/20th Scale 1992
Footwork Mugen Honda
FA13

by Tim Liecht, IPM SGrand
Touringand RacingAuto
Modelers

Asisthe case with the Japanese kit makers

lately, Fujimi hasre-rel eased quite afew of
their old kits. Thisclassic FormulaOnekit
is one of their nicer offerings and very
Tamiyalikeinitsdesign. But first, here's
some history regarding Mugen.

Mugen Motorsports was founded in 1973
by Hirotoshi Honda, son of Honda
founder Soichiro Honda. The name Mugen
means* Unlimited” so with theword Power
added, the name trandlated to “ Unlimited
Power”. While closely connected to
Honda, the team was never owned by
Honda Motor Company. Mugen started
racing openwheel carsin 1986 inthe
Formula 3000 series and then moved up to
FormulaThreein Europein 1990. In 1991
Mugen prepared V10 Hondasfor Tyrell
and they were transferred to the Footwork
F1 Teamin 1992, with driversAguri Suzuki
and Michele Alboreto. At the end of the
year Mugen switched to Team Lotus and
after adismal season of delays, joined with
Ligier theyear after. That culminatedin
their first victory at the 1996 Monaco
Grand Prix. Mugen then moved on to Prost
Racing for ayear and then to Jordan F1
where they scored a 1-2 finish at Spa-
Francorchampswith Damon Hill and Ralf

Schumacher driving. | am surethekit wasa
result of the team’s connection with Honda

and driver Aguri Suzuki that madeit a
good seller in Japan and of course, Europe
sinceitisan F1 car model. Footwork never
won arace with Mugen Honda engine
power. But thisisn't thefirst model kit of a
car with no victories.

Thekit body ismolded in white, witha
Coke bottle shape as was very popular in
the ‘90sthanksto Ferrari. It'savery clean
and flash-free mold with engraving marks
to aid inthe bright red decal placement on
the sides. The engine/transaxleis aten-

piece affair along with separate headers,
and the gearbox also supports the entire
rear suspension that is mounted to it. The
carbon fiber tub is about eight pieces total,
and very Tamiya-likeinitsdesign, with
some electrical boxes mounted on top,
forward of the engine. The front suspen-
sion mounts to the body, and all pivot
points are moveable. The brake detail is
nice, although on the back side of the
discs there are molding depressions on
each of them. Interior tubisFIA period
correct, with the carbon fiber bolster inside
the body at the instrument cluster sur-

Footwork

1992 FORMULR ONE GRAND PRIX

_me
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rounding the body, which was within the
rules back then.

Decals are provided for the instruments
and the seat belt harness. Wheels and tires
arenicely donewith Goodyesr tire
markings on the decal sheet. The decal
sheet isvery crisp with tire stickers, and
wheel logos provided. I'm glad | bought
thiskit. | didn’t when it wasfirst released
and regretted not doing that. Thiskit isas
good as any Tamiya F1 kitsfrom the same
eraand isaworthy addition to my collec-
tion. Get yourself oneif you arean F1
modeler.

Honia FA13
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Revell 1/72nd Scale
Handley Page
Halifax MK.I/I1

by Sephen Tontoni

| sauntered into the model shop today to
goof off ahbit after work. Then | saw apile
of very large blue Revell AG boxeson the
counter, and was surprised that they'd
released a 1/72nd Handley Page Halifax. |
had no idea this was coming. The boxes,
by the way, are of the rare white buffalo
variety; they are sturdy side opening
boxes.

First thing that | noticed was the amount
of plastic in there. I’ ve counted now; but
at the moment, | really wasn’t ableto
breathe well enough to do that. Get this:
there are 338 parts on 12 sprues. They
cometo you in four plastic bagsand it'sa
little bit overwhelming. Thisisnot like
sometank kit with 300 partsand 200 of
them arethetrack links, no. Thishas 338
recognizable parts. A lot of dinosaurs died
for our hobby.

The 99-step instruction sheet islaid out
clearly and logically. You' ll want to study
the instructions before even touching the
styrene. After you decide which plane
you'll model, mark up the instruction sheet
to make sure you are following the correct
steps, and put aside al parts meant for a
different airplane. A bit of criticism here;
the instruction sheet doesn’t always tell
you which option goes with which aircraft.
Do your research, cross off stuff that
doesn’t belong, and put aside parts that
you aren’t going to use. Simplify, simplify,
simplify.

Here are acouple of design options you'll
see:

1) Fuselage; you will need to open holes
specific to each plane

2) Engine cowls; there are three styles of
intakes/filters

3) Engine cowls again; there are four styles
of exhausts and exhaust shrouds

1:72

4ET0

4) Wings; you will need to open holes
specific to each plane

5) Tail; two typesof vertical stabilizers
6) Fuselage again; two styles of dorsal
turrets

Thekit itself; the light gray styreneisvery
crisply molded. | looked for sink marksand
gjector pin marks. No sink marksthat |
could find, and the gjector pin marks|
found were placed coyly at the rear of the
cockpit. Infact, they'revisiblein the
picture | snapped of the cockpit sidewall
engraving. Do we care? No, we don't; they
will not bevisibleinthe completed model.

vk 1/11
GRII

Speaking of the cockpit, considering that
much isnot visible, they’ veincluded alot
of detail. You construct the cockpit by
attaching all its component parts to the
floor assembly. That part is something
around 10" long and it'sthe aircraft floor,
the upper part of the bomb bay, and the
wing spars that stick through the fuselage.
Bulkheads, the instrument panel, the
bombsight, seats, etc. are al attached to it.
Theinstrument panel hasadecal, while
Revell has molded in the backs of the
instrument dials as they are probably
visible. Good job.
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Let'slook at the wings now. The detailed
wheel wellsare built as boxes before being
sandwiched in the wings when you close
up the halves. They look very good and
the landing gear attachment to those boxes
will be sturdy. Very sturdy, in fact; the
struts are multi-piece affairswith solid
connections. If the whole kit were that
robust, | think you could play with it
safely. Asmentioned earlier, the engines
have multiple intake options, and they look
simple enough to assemble. Here's
something cool; the wingtips are molded
separately from thewings. A wingtipis
molded in halveslikethewingisand
instructions would have you cement the
wing halves together, then dlip the wingtip
onto that. It may be just fine that way, but
dry fit afew times; if thewidthsare
different, it will create astep. Another way
to do thisisto just glue each wingtip half
to its corresponding wing half, and no
worries about the width. You make sure the
wing surfaceisall plumb then either fill or
sand behind, where evil cannot be seen, if
necessary. Then you cement the wing
halves. It'sreally easy. Each wingtip has
two notchesthat will accommodate clear
styrene navigation lights. Paint them from
behind; it looks much better. | likethe
wings.

Kit control surfaces are all molded sepa-
rately. Generally, separate control surfaces
coming out looking toy-like, and it’s not
the surfaces themselves. Nine times out of
ten, the oversize hingesare ugly. I'll
withhold judgment on these for thetime
being, but I’'m going to do alot of dry-
fitting before deciding to how | want to
skin this cat. | know one thing though; the

instructions indicate loose hinges. | can
pretty much guarantee that minewill be
glued.

You can build the kit with the bomb bay
doors open or closed. If you want them
open, you have to cut them apart yourself.
The doors are attached to the fuselage
with individual actuators, and they ook
pretty nice. If you do build it with the
bomb bay doors open, | guarantee there
will be nofilling. The closed bomb bay
may requirealittlefilling - or maybe not!

| have thoughts around that; | like the
bomb bay doors molded separately, and
the fuselage mol ded with the bomb bay
closed. That way, if you want doors
closed, it's a perfect fit. If open, you just
remove the doors from the fuselage halves,
then attach your bomb bay doors. The
bomb bay itself is not highly detailed
really, but it has basic busyness. The
bombs though look very good, which
count as detail.

Clear parts ook pretty good and you have
some more choicesto make here. For the
second aircraft, aMKk.Il in 1945 that has
only nose glazing, the part isabit thick. If |

built thisvariant, I’ d thermoform
anew nose. The other plane, a
Mk.1 in 1942, hasanoseturret.
Revell has provided another clear
part that will anchor the turret
and connect to the fuselage.
That part isvery spindly, and is
likely to be delicate. You build
theturret and dlideit into that,
then attach the whole assembly
tothefuselage. I'm going to
study that step awhile longer;
I’m paranoid that it won't fit the
fuselage and leave alot of
remedial work. Maybeit would
be possible to fit everything but
theturret and slip that in last. |
have to think about that.

That'smore or lessthe size of it.
Thisisan excellent kit with far
too many positivesto list, so I'll
jump right into areas that could
bear improvement. Some assem-
blieslook abit more complicated
than they need to be. The added complex-
ity of multiple options could cause fit
issues, so | strongly recommend doing a
lot of dry fits before cementing anything.
Asmentioned earlier, I'd have approached
the bomb bay doors differently, but that's
not really criticism either. For fit, thewing
tips, engine cowls, and nose assembly
seem likely places that might haveissues.
Just take your time and assume that they
may not fit. If they don't, you'reready for it
and know what to do. If they do, celebrate.
Instructions are mostly clear, but where
there are choices to be made, | want sub-
stepsthat are clearly marked for which
aircraft that option is used. Asit is now, it
just shows you a question mark; c'mon
man. These are just my thoughts when
looking at the kit and reviewing the
instruction sheet, not really dings.

If you have any interest in RAF bombers
of WWII, youwill want thiskit. If you'd
likealittle chuckle, put the M atchbox
Halifax kit next to thisand do the Pepsi
Challenge. | picked up my kit thisafter-
noon for $34.99. Had the M SRP been alot
higher than that, | would not have been
surprised. But it’s not!
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Dragon 1/72nd Scale Apollo
10CSM + LM + LES

by ChrisBanyai-Riepl

Thelunar landing missions of NASA mark
the pinnacle of human space exploration,
asthey remain the only time humans have
stepped on the surface of something other
than earth. The technological achieve-
ments to get to that stage were immense,
even more so in an erabefore
supercomputers, which makes the accom-
plishments even greater. Given al of this
great success of the Apollo program, itis
somewhat surprising that we have not
been inundated with detailed models of all
the various vehicles and equipment used
for these missions. Most of the model kits
out there represent pre-production and
prototype vehicles, rather than the actual
operational Apollo/Saturn modules.
Dragon has decided to address this lack
with awhole range of new kits.

Thisreleasein Dragon'sgrowing Saturn \V/
Apollo series coversthe Apollo 10
Command ServiceModule (CSM), Lunar
Module (LM), and Launch Escape System
(LES). Launched on May 18, 1969, Apollo
10wasafull scalelunar orbit LM test, and
the LM (named 'Snoopy") descended to
under 50,000ft over the lunar surface
before separating the descent stage and
returning to the CSM. Snoopy was
eventually separated from the CSM and
put into asolar orbit, whereit remainsto
thisday. In fact, agroup of amateur
astronomersin the United Kingdomiis
attempting to locate Snoopy, using data
from NASA and the Faulkes Telescope
Project. As Snoopy isthe only surviving
operational spacecraft, finding it would be
agreat achievement.

Thekit comesmolded in black, gray, and
clear plastic, and thelevel of detail
throughout is absolutely stellar. When
finished thiswill definitely look stunning,
and for those who don't necessarily have
the spacefor afull Saturn'V stack, thiskit
will provide most of the fascinating bits,
and display it in an interesting manner
(moreonthat |ater).

Construction begins with the CSM. Thisis
made up of athree piece barrel, which
would be adifficult assembly to align, but
the kit provides two rings to put the pieces
around. Thisisagreat way to keep the
detail crisp on the barrel, while keeping the
assembly easy. The capsule portion is
molded in two main pieces, atop and
bottom, which again provides great

mol ded-in detailing and minimizes seams.
The docking module is made up of five
separate pieces and once done will look
quite nice. The control jets are separate
and nicely done, whilethe main rocket
engine is done as one piece and fitsinto a
separate lower CSM piece. Once together
the CSM will look quite nice, but much of
the capsule detail will be hidden by the
LES

PORAGON]

The Lunar Module is probably the most
complex assembly in thiskit. The ascent
stageis made up from quite afew pieces.
Thiscomplex assembly isrequired to keep
the detailing as crisp as possible, and

while complicated, it lookslike Dragon has
taken the time to engineer it well enough to
ensure positive alignment. There are nine
major piecesto build the main ascent

stage, upon which go quite afew smaller

details such as antennae and control
nozzles. The descent stageissimpler, as
that is molded as one main piece that gets
separate folded landing legs and descent
rocket. There are some other smaller details
that fit onto this piece, and the ascent
stage fits onto the top of the descent stage
viaalarge peg.

Finally, we gettothe LES. Thisisvery
simple to put together, especially after
building the LM. The rocket system isbuilt
up from two main pieces, which then get
separate rocket nozzles. This completed
assembly then fits onto a six-piece strut
system that then fits onto the cover that
fits over the CSM capsule. The CSM then
fits onto the next stage, which isthe
interesting part of thiskit, asit'smolded in
clear. Thiswill alow thefinished model to
show the LM in place, but still show the
complete spacecraft upper stage of the
Saturn V. All of thisthen fits onto the
included base, providing a great finished
display.

Thereisasmall decal sheet that provides
various national markings, stenciling, and
detailsfor al the various parts. The
painting and decal instructions are
provided in color on the bottom of the box,
which isgreat for modelers looking to see
what you get in the kit, but can be a bit
challenging for actually applying the
decals as it's not easy to prop up the
instructions to look at while doing the
work.

You'll note that | have not touched on the
accuracy of thiskit. Taken asawhole, it's
quite good, and much better than any
other injection-molded kit out there.
However, for the purists, it will fall shortin
many areas. Dragon, understandably,
wants to get as much mileage out of their
toolings as possible, so at best these kits
will beagenericApollo/SaturnV model.
Each mission featured differencesin the
CSM and LM, and tooling these kitsto
reflect those subtle differences would have
been an expensive proposition. As such,
these kits should form a great starting

continued on page 16
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Airfix 1/72nd Scale
Curtiss Hawk 81A-2

by Robert Allen

Isthere any military aviation marking more
iconic than the shark mouth used on the
Curtiss P-40? Considering itsfame, it's
surprising that the early P-40B/C and
Tomahawk hasn’'t been better served in
1/72nd scale. There'sthe old Frog kit, the
Academy knock-off of the Frog kit, and a
Trumpeter version from about five years
ago that | haven't built, but which received
mediocrereviews. There’'saneed for a
good kit in this scale, and the new Airfix
molding, while not perfect, goesalong
way tofilling the gap.

Theearly P-40swere most famousfor their
use by the American Volunteer Group of
the ChineseAir Force (the Flying Tigers),
but they were also extensively used by the
USAAF and RAF. Airfix hasissued thiskit
inthe markings of all three, but asthree
different kits! The standard kit, marketed
asa“ CurtissHawk 81-A-2" comesinAVG
livery. Included with aMitsubishi A6BM2
Zerointhe “Dogfight Doubles’ series, it's
aUSAAF P-40B Warhawk flown by
GeorgeWelch of the 47th PG at Pearl
Harbor. And the boxing as a*“ starter set”
with cement, paints, and paint brushes, is
of an RAF Tomahawk I1B of No 112
Squadron, the originator of the shark
mouth on the P-40. I’ ve only seenthe AVG

CURTISS P-40B WARHAWK MITSUBISHI ZERO

CURTISS HAWK 81-0-2

boxing, but | assume that the plasticin all
three variantsis the same, with just the
decals and instructions different.

The art on the end-opening box is quite
stunning, showing AV G P-40s strafing a
line of parked Japanese A6M Zeroes.
Unfortunately, it also propagates a myth
that | thought had long been put to bed —
the AV G did not fight against IINAF
Zeroes, but against the Ki-27s and Ki-43s
of the IJAAF. The Navy’s Zeroes were
long gone from the theater beforethe AVG
became operational. Insidethe box are 47
parts molded on two gray sprues and one
clear one. The pandl lines are engraved,
and look fineto me. Theclear partsare
packaged in their own bag to prevent
damage. There'sadecal sheet for oneAVG
option, and afour-page, 15-step instruc-
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tion sheet. There's a color four-view on the
box bottom showing the paint scheme and
decal placements.

There'salot to like about the engineering
of thiskit. The cockpit is glued to the
lower wing, and then inserted into the
fuselage when the wing is cemented to the
fuselage. That's accurate, because on the
actual aircraft, the wing was the cockpit
floor. Detail issimple but adequate, seat,
stick, and instrument panel (with adecal),
and the rudder pedals molded on the
cockpit floor. There's nice detail onthe
cockpit sidewalls. There'sapilot figure,
should you choose to use it. The upper
engine cowling isaslide molding, which
allows for reasonable depth on the intake,
and captures the lines of the nose quite
well. Themost obviousflaw inthekit is
the propeller, whose blades seem much too
Narrow.

Thelower rear cowl flapsareincludedin
both open and closed form, whichisanice
touch. Separate wheels are given for the
lowered and raised undercarriage options
— the wheels-down option includes wheels
with separate discs, which is good for
painting. They are also weighted, and the
engineering includes a square peg on the
undercarriage leg to ensure that they are at
the correct angle. Thetail wheel doors, if
you build the aircraft with the undercar-
riage lowered, are one piece which slots
into the lower rear fuselage, also (theoreti-
cally) ensuring the proper angle of the
doors.
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Two pitot heads are
included, one straight
one, and the hooked
pitot often seen on
RAF Tomahawks.

The single decal option
isforaircraft “68" of the
3rd Squadron, AVG,
flown by Charles Older.
Thedecalsarewell-
printed, and include a
multitude of stencilsfor
this scale, but the blue
in the Chinese roundels
looks much too light, at
least to my eyes.

| redlly likethiskit. It's CURTISS TOMAHAWK IIB

simple, well-engineered,
and seems pretty
accurate except for the prop blade. I'd also
rather see multiple decal optionsin one
box, rather than spread around three
different issues, but that’sAirfix’s preroga-
tive. It'salsoridiculously inexpensivefor a
kit these days—1 picked up minefrom
Skyway Model Shop for just $7.25. Now if
we could only get anice 1/72nd Merlin-
powered P-40F/Kittyhawk MK.I1...

Dragon Apollo 10
frompage 14

point, and with abit of extrawork could be
made into accurate representations of
mission-specific spacecraft. For those
looking for adetailed representative
example of theApollo program, thesekits
will build up out of the box quitewell and
will definitely look the part.

Out of all the 1/72 Apollo kits Dragon has

released, this one is the most appealing to

me as it provides the entire spacecraft
i stack in onekit, allowing the modeler to

. display asignificant portion of the Saturn

b V without taking up large amounts of
space. My thanks to Dragon USA for the
review sample.

[ Thanks to Chris Banyai-Riepl and
www.inter netmodeler.com for permission
to use his, Sephen’s, and Eric's, articles. -
ED]

M eeting Reminder

Moy i is scala

March 10

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions: From Seattle or from 1-405, take 520 East to the
148th Ave NE exit. Takethe 148th Ave North exit (the
second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue north on
148th until you reach the Senior Center. The Senior Center
will be onyour left. The Center itself isnot easily visible
from the road, but there isa signpost in the median.



