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PREZNOTES

Another airline Preznotes. Thistimewe're
winging our way back from Louisville,
Kentucky where | attended Wonderfest, a
sci-fi/fantasy convention. Thisis my
second Wonderfest and | had quite a
delightful time. Alsoin attendance from
IPM S Sesttle were Preston Kabinoff and
Steve Hilby. Members of the Galaxy Hobby
sci-fi club aso attended and included
Steve Sturgis, Jeff Skagen, Troy Enlow,
ChrisDoll, Tony Phillips, and Bob and
Laurie Jacobsen, the former owners of
Galaxy. It wasniceto seeareally strong
contingent from the Pacific Northwest.
Wonderfest issimilar to other model
shows, with a contest, and vendors,
although very focused on science fiction
and fantasy subjects. There were well over
one hundred vendor tables. All manner of
plastic, resin, and other stuff could be had.
For aprice. | wasrather selective and
didn’t find what | waslooking for on my
very short list. However, that didn’t stop
me from stuffing my suitcase with goodies.

The venue for the show was the Kentucky
Convention Center as the normal hotel was
closed for renovation. Oh yes, at the hotel
we stayed in the sign of the day was “ out
of order”. Absolutely nothing worked -
elevators, air conditioning, the TV, lights
and more. At the convention center it
would be our good luck to have an
American Idol tryout the same weekend.
Therewere an estimated 20,000 Al super-
star wannabeesin line, in the sweltering
heat and humidity. Interesting isaword
and ahalf for itand we'll leaveit at that,
other than to say | sang afew bars of
“Happy Working Song” from the movie
Enchanted to no onein particular and no
one offered me aspacein line. Probably a
good thing.

Therewere410 modelsenteredinthe
contest, in only nine categories: SF/
fantasy/horror figures, superheroes and
supervillains, anime, humor and super
deformed, dinosand Kaiju (giant mon-
sters), vehicles and mecha, dioramas, teens
and juniors. Models are judged on their
own meritsand are awarded gold, silver, or
bronze medals. Merit awards are also given

and there are afew specia awards handed
out aswell. Gold medalsarevery hard to
come by and only asmall handful were
awarded thisyear. Did | say judging was
tough? Yours truly brought home bronzes
for two femalefiguresand Steve Hilby
brought home asilver for hisAuburn
hover car which he had at the last meeting
and bronzesfor hisRocket Girl and Bride
figures. Well done Steve!

There were also many seminarson awide
variety of topics and guest speakers as
well. Everything from painting eyesand
teeth to building vacuform models,
airbrush techniques, and much more were
well covered.

Thisyear, being the 40th anniversary of
the release of 2001: A Space Odyssey, Keir
Dulleaand Gary Lockwood, who portrayed
the two astronauts, were in attendance.
Dirk Benedict, who played Starbuck inthe
original Battlestar Galactica, and Linda
Harrison, who played Novain the original
Planet of the Apesmoviewerealsoin
attendance and selling autographs.

There are anumber of images elsewherein
thisissue of some of the models.

That'sit (for now). We'll seeyou at the
meeting,

Terry
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Public Disclaimers, Infor mation, and Appealsfor Help

Thisisthe officia publication of the Seattle Chapter, IPMS-USA. As such, it serves as the voice for our Chapter, and depends largely
upon the generous contributions of our members for articles, comments, club news, and anything else involving plastic scale modeling and
associated subjects. Our meetings are generally held on the second Saturday of each month, (see below for actual meeting dates), at the North
Bellevue Community/Senior Center, 4063-148th Ave NE, in Bellevue. See the back page for a map. Our meetings begin at 10:00 AM, except
as noted, and usually last for two to three hours. Our meetings are very informal, and are open to any interested modeler, regardless of interests.
Modelers are encouraged to bring their models to the meetings. Subscriptions to the newdletter are included with the Chapter dues. Dues are $24
ayear, and may be paid to Spencer Tom, our Treasurer. (See address above). We also highly recommend our members join and support IPMS-
USA, the national organization. See below for form. Any of the members listed above will gladly assist you with further information about the
Chapter or Society.

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individua writers, and do not constitute the official position of the
Chapter or IPMS-USA. You are encouraged to submit any material for this newsletter to the editor. He will gladly work with you and see that
your material is put into print and included in the newsletter, no matter your level of writing experience or computer expertise. The newsletter is
currently being edited using a PC, and PageMaker 6.5. Any Word or WordPerfect document for the PC would be suitable for publication. Articles
can also be submitted viae-mail, to the editor’s address above. Deadline for submission of articlesis generally twelve days prior to the next
meeting - earlier would be appreciated! Please call me at 425-823-4658 if you have any questions.

If you use or reprint the material contained in the newsletter, we would appreciate attribution both to the author and the source
document. Our newsletter is prepared with one thing in mind; thisisinformation for our members, and all fellow modelers, and is prepared and
printed in the newsletter in order to expand the skills and knowledge of those fellow modelers.

Upcoming M eeting Dates
ThelPM S Seattle 2008 meeting scheduleisasfollows. All meetingsarefrom 10AM to 1 PM, except asindicated. To avoid
conflicts with other groups using our meeting facility, we must NOT be in the building before our scheduled start times, and
MUST be finished and have the room restored to its proper layout by our scheduled finish time. We suggest that you keep this
information in areadily accessable place.
August 9 September 13
October 11 November 8
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Zvezda 1/72™ Scale
Petlyakov Pe-8

by Bill Osborn

When someone tells me that thereis anew
kit of aRussian aircraft coming out, | tend
to get alittle excited. At our Spring Show,
someone forced me to go to one of the
venders because they had two Amodel kits
that he said would get the juices flowing.
Hewasright; the kitswere of very large
aircraft that wouldn't fit in my cases. This

did not mean | didn’t want them. The
problem was that one was $160, and the
other was $200. Now, if | could get them
from Internet Modeler for nothing, both
Chrisand | would be happy. | don't know
where I’ d store them, but built they would
be. Thereason | tell you this story isthat
when | can get aquality kit of aRussian
W.W.1I red star four-engine bomber for
less than $40 you know it's going to go
homewith me.

Did you catch the “ quality kit” above?|
have had some history with Zvezdakits
prior to this one. They have been of good
quality in most cases. They weren't as
good as some kits but a lot better than my
usual projects. Thiskit however isto a
much higher standard. Just as an aside |

think Amodel isdoing one also. I'mvery
glad this one came out first.

Just a short history for those of you who

haven't heard of thisaircraft: Somehow the

Russian Air Force Convinced “Uncle Jog”
(or he convinced them) that they needed a
long range heavy bomber. Thefirst flight
wasin December 1936. | have not com-

paredittoaB-17 but it looks more massive

and seems to have heaver armament.
Petlyakov only built 93 of them, but they
seemed to have had an impact when called
on.

Now on to the kit, the box isthe first thing
that impressed me. It’s of heavy cardboard
with ahinged top and side flaps with a
lock tab to keep the lid closed. When |
finally got thelid open (I'm getting old and
new things confuse me), there were seven
mid-gray and one clear sprues, asmall
decal sheet. and a 10-page instruction
sheet in six languages.

Looking at the parts the molding is the
equal to any kit I’ve seen! Of coursel
started clipping parts and gluing things
together at once. Of course, thisdid slow
down the other four models on the bench.
Themolding isgreat with no flash.
Scribing isvery fine and profuse. One
thing, the kit seemsto be abit over
engineered. The nacelles are assembled

separately from the wings and then fit into
the wing. There are small tabs on the wing
to support the nacelles for the proper
alignment with thewing surface. Thefit of
the partsis outstanding, with just alittle
sanding to clean up where | misaligned the
mating parts. I’ ve been doing the numer-
ous subassemblies, of which there are
quite afew; all must be painted before
moving along to larger things. Theinterior
color iscalled out as“flat gull grey” | think
I'll use gloss instead.

The instructions show only one color
scheme, pale bluelower surface, witha
tricolor uppers of black, dark green and
earth brown. Decals are for only one
aircraft, Red 4. | suppose that as usually
happensto me, after market decalswill
show up after the model isin the case.
Also, along thisline, there severa parts
intended for other marks. With only 93
planes built how many changes can there
be? [ The Pe-8 was variously built with
liquid-cooled, radial, and diesel engines
—ED]

Surprisingly for aplanethisbigwith a
large bomb bay there is only one bomb to
put init. However, one of the items not
used isavery large bomb. The rest of the
armament, and thereisalot of it, consists
of cannon and large machine guns. All the
turrets have detailed mounts with ammo
feed runs and crew seats. Speaking of
crew, there are five figures with separate
arms and heads, so these guys can look
out to the sides for the 109s that are bound
to show up.

| think thiskit ranksvery well with the high
priced ones from Chinaand Japan. Zvezda
has put avery nice kit on the market for a
very reasonable price. | don't know what's
next, but I’ ll bewaiting.
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DML/Dragon 1/35th Scale
PzKpfw Il Ausf J

by Bob LaBouy
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For anyone who may be keeping track or
even looking at my stream of armor notes
over the past year or so, thisisthe next in
thelineage of Germany’sWW 11 line of
primary tanks. | also have heard from
someone that thereis still some confusion
‘out there’ asto ‘what’ to call these tanks.
Asbest | can determine, the full nameis
the Panzerkampfwagen, whichismost
often abbreviated PzK pfw, though it isalso
referred to at the Panzer or Panther (which
seemsto bethe‘ Americanized’ version of
that word). The word itself translates into
‘armored fighting vehicle' . Lastly, for the
more British (or Commonwealth of you), |
hear them referred to asjust the‘ mark’ this
or that. That simplification aside, thisisthe
fourth in aseries of PzKpfw tanks, starting
from the earliest and lightest of the German
effortsinthe early 30’s, the PzK pfw 38
series. | know thesewerereally Czech
designed, but when one looks at these
models, they are clearly the predecessors
to the German light tanks, the PzK pfw |

and I1, each of which | previously reviewed
and wrote about.

Pz Kpfw.lll Ausf.]
NG, e

While on basicinformation, | should also
mention, | have noticed some confusion
about the meaning of the normal abbrevia-
tion ‘ausf’ that sometimes causes confu-
sion. Thisisjust that an abbreviation for
theGermanic‘ Ausf,hrung’ meaning

10y =@

variant or version; it is most often shown
as'Ausf.’” There are often many versions
of each German armor pieces. For example
thisisthe‘J variant for the PzKpfw I11
tank.

Asl tacklethe PzK pfw I11, wearemoving
into the‘medium’ sizetanks, whichif you
comparetheir sizesand weightsisfrom
about 9 tonsfor the PzK pfw 38 series, to
5.8 tonsfor the PzK pfw | series (thefirst of
the‘ pure’ German tanks), then to roughly
10tonsfor the PzKpfw 11 and finally about
22 tonsfor thisthefirst of major WW I1
armor. [You may recall theKing Tiger, a
PzK pfw VI mentioned during aprior kit
note weighed in at around 63 tons and the
current USM1A 1 Abramsisamodest 68
tons, just to give you some perspective.]
Hencetheir being referred to asa‘ medium’
tank and as you can tell from the weight
factor alone, abig jump in the size of the
tank’s size, weight and capacity. They
appear to have been used throughout the
Second World War, with approximately
5,774 being built. While not of interestin

these notes, this same basic chassis
appears to have spawned the
Sturmgesch, tz family of tank destroyers,
hencethe‘StuG 111,” of which there appear
to have been about 10,600 examples built.
Sointheanalysis, the PzKpfw 11 is
obvioudly asignificant ‘cog’ inthe German
armor development ‘wheel .’

Asl look at the PzKpfw I11 in profile, | see
acouple of distinguishing featuresas | am
modeling my way ‘up’ the Panzer lineage.
First, the number of bogie wheels (you
know, those little hard rubber wheel s that
the tank actually drives around on) has
increased fromthe | and Il versions (at
four and five respectively) to six. And as
significant, there is now adouble row of
bogies (which straddle the middle row of
‘teeth’ on the tank’s tread), where the | and
I had only asinglerow of wheels. And the
armament has moved up from what was
basi cally machine gun types of armament
into the cannon range. Yes, there was a
version of the PzK pfw with a37mmgun,
but that was only aresult of the Germans’
combat in WW Il (and definitely an
afterthought). The PzK pfw |11 appearsto
be more of atrue tank in the sense that we
know them today, though still on the ‘light’
and ‘small’ sideof theincreasingly large
scaleof German and Allied armor.

It was interesting for me to construct (or
attempt it at least) thiskit, asmy original
foray into German armor was also amuch
earlier PzZKpfw 111 tank built by the DML
company, probably about 7-8 years ago.
Boy, hasthis kit undergone some dramatic
changes and improvements. Once again,
the surface detail is beautiful, including
such small detail the hull welding and
smallest surface details.

The surface detail and textureis much
better and the sheer number of piecesin
thekit has multiplied many times. |

suppose that may be either ablessing or a
plague, depending on one's outlook. There
are, asisusua for all of the most recent
DML/Dragonkits, awholelot of little, itty-
bitty parts. It takes a good deal of pa-
tience, anumber of repetitive reviews of
the instruction sheets and some careful
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dry fitting of these partsto insure they are
placed appropriately.

My experience has brought meto the
point, where | cut or remove these numer-
ousvery small parts from the mold trees
with a pair of sprue cutters (I use the
Testors brand) and then do the fine or
close to the edge trimming with asharp
single edge razor blade, followed by alight
sanding. Then, with very little TamiyaExtra
Thin Cement, glue them to the tank’s body,
turret or fenders. When painted, weathered
and highlighted, these small detail parts
seem to stand out well and redlly illustrate
the increased surface details that have
becomethetrademark of the DML kits.

Thereisaso anicely done sheet of photo
etch detailsincluding several fine screens
for the intake filters and exhaust areas,
none of which could be done even close to
realistically with only molded plastic. | use
about half of the PE parts, mostly the
larger ones. | do not use some of the
smallest parts, simply because | can barely
seethem, they are difficult to use or work
with and once painted, they have a habit
of becoming lost in the surface detail and
painted finish. But they are there and
availablefor the more skilled and adven-
turesome modelersto use.

Thetracks are the wonderful, highly
detailed individual plasticlinks, DML calls
‘Magic Tracks.” They are beautifully done,
come separated from their sprue trees and
virtually ready to use. I've looked over a
number of them and yet to find more than a
few very rare pieceswith any perceptible
flash or other ‘issues’ requiring added
trimming or light sanding. | begin by
pulling together from 3-5 individual
sections and applying a very small amount
of Tamiya cement, and when | have about
three-quarters of the sectionsin small 3-5
section segments, then | start to glue them
together and shaping them around the
drive sockets, idler armsand into larger
straight sections for the bottom of the
track layout. | also assemble afew of the
upper sections together so they will *hang’
abit and give the rough appearance of
draping over thereturnrollers. By thetime

I’ ve put them together in close to their
final shape (leaving one or two unglued
and the basic circular track section open at
least in one place), I’ m ready to paint and
weather them. | only glue them together in
their final shape asafinal step infinishing
themodel. I'm sure there are other meth-
ods of constructing these treads, but this
seemstowork well for meand I'll leave
well enough alone until someone takes the
timeto show me how to really makethe
treads ook morerealistic (asthey are one
of my glaring weaknesses).

The decal sheet issmall and has afew
registration mistakes (at least on my copy),
but provides for the markings for at least
seven different pieces of armor from the
North African and Russian campaigns. The
marking information for these piecesis
very basic and contained in relatively small
scale drawings on three portions (or

pages) of the ten segmented, single piece
instruction sheet. The kit box also pro-
vides a reasonably good color rendering of
atank somewherein the Eastern front and
the very small box side art provides three
different color schemesin eight small side
views.

Mentioning the instruction sheets brings
me back to the weakest part of the DML
offering. Whilethereisawealth of detail
provided both on the instruction sheet and
box bottom, it forces oneto carefully check
off each part, step and segment to insure
that you’ ve caught most of the intended
parts. Maybe it's just me, but when
confronting these modern armor kitswith
anywhere from 350 to over 500 parts, |
haveto fall back onfollowing along with
my little check marks. | am still finding that
| have missed afew places or parts, which
ismy fault, but | also learn (from the step-
by-step method) that some partsin the
instructions are mismarked, identified
incorrectly, or just plain omitted from the
sheet. The other noticeable error (at least |
seemto fedl it'san error) iswhen the
drawing is abit vague as to the actual part
orientation, point of attachment or how it
fitsand or where it fitsthe larger parts. |
often find myself looking at later drawings,
illustrations, the color box artin order to

learn exactly what wasintended for the
part. The original instruction segment isn’t
clear enough for me. Again, this could well
be part of my limitations (as both a
modeler, my vision, lack of understanding
about the parts purpose or engineering or
just plain old *daah’ factor, being or trying
to operate beyond my pay grade level), but
| have to return to some places and parts
several times, beforethe very small, very
dim light goesoninmy head. Sometimes
thereisn't even enough light there to see
the solution at all. | should also mention,
that aswith most DML kits and the
numerous variants they seem to produce
from each basic tank, there are probably
50-70 extraor unneeded kit partsfor your
‘partsbox.’

Overdl, | likethiskit quitewell and would
giveit an 8 or 9 onthe 10 point scale. |
would recommend it anyonewho is
interested in replicating more of the
German armor during WW 11. | thoroughly
enjoyed it and would estimate about 30-35
hours time spent on this project. | feel this
kitisawinner, a‘keeper’ and worthwhile
addition to my meager armor collection. It
provides the modeler with avery accurate
model of one of Germany’smost important
and significant pieces of armor, which
apparently also eventually saw servicein
several other countriesaswell.

Upcoming Shows

Saturday, September 20

Oregon Historical M odeler s Society

and theEvergreen Air and SpaceMuseum
Present Evergreen Air and SpaceMu-
seum M odel Show and Contest 2008.
McMinnville, OR

Saturday, October 4

IPM SVancouver 38thAnnual Fall M odél
Show and Swap M eet. Burnaby, BC,
Canada.

Sunday, Octaber 26
Old Country Store, SilvanaWA

Saturday, November 2
OSSM, ClackamasOR
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Hurricane Bookshelf:
Deception as Modeling
Exercise

by Scott Kruize

| was already aware that alot of sham and
trickery took place during WWII...some
deadly serious games of “Fooled yal”
Robert Scott told in God Is My Co-Pilot
how most Japanese attacks on the Flying
Tigers, and later the 14th Air Force (with
which my father served) cameto nothing
because the Curtiss Hawk fighters they
gleefully bombed and strafed were made of
paper and bamboo by clever Chinese. |
read of the stream of ‘ creative’ signals,
generated by the tiny, battered British
squadron after the River Plate battle, to
convince the captain of the Graf Spee that
it was better to scuttle his ship rather than
face such apowerful fleet. | felt bad for
frustrated George C. Scott...| mean,
General George Patton, when | watched
him in that moviewhilethey took hisreal
army away, and made him pretend that his
inflatable rubber trucks and tanks, and a
lot of radio traffic, threatened the Pas de
Calaisin occupied France, before the
invasion of Normandy. Too bad he had to
stewinit for awhile...but it worked!

TN,

WO B4
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And | knew that starting early inthe war,
whole bogus airfiel ds were constructed all
over the south of England to draw German
attacks away from real ones. Apparently,
they were very successful, at least for a
while. The author of Deception in Wolrd
War [1, Charles Cruickshank, writesthat
“During the second half of 1941 attackson
and became infrequent...[but] the fact
remainsthat from Juneto October 1940
they had soared twice as many attacks as
the aerodromes they were protecting. They
therefore made some contribution to
winning the Battle of Britain.” How about
thisfine Hurricane below: parked at real or
bogusairfields (sorry! “airdromes’!), near
real or lath-and-tarpaper hangars and
operations shacks, it would make attacking
German aircrew fall al over themselvesin
their eagernessto gun it down or blow it
up. It’s not a very good Hurricane, but
when the Luftwaffe broke one, it cost only
17 pounds, 8 shillings, 10 pence to buy
another!

They worked so well that—whether they’d
heard of the Chinese artisans or not—
when the Brits started flying Curtiss Hawk
fighters of their own, over the Western
Desert, they made dummies of them, too.
Not having the same Chinese skill with
bamboo and paper, they built theirs from
kits, illustrated on the next page. Who
dares say model building is“only a
hobby”!

There'salot morein thisbook from the
Oxford University Press, copyrighted 1979
and 1981. The cover saysit’s based on
secret British files that were only opened
upin1978.

There are chapters on more elaborate
plans: deceptions about the landings in
North Africa, Sicily, southern France, and
onewhich never took placeat al: in
Scandinavia. Thelatter effortswere
particularly ingenious, and resulted in a
large number of formidableinfantry
divisions, alot of heavy coastal defense
hardware and artillery, and virtually all the
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rest of the Kriegsmarine, being heldin
Norway to fend off the Allied invasion that
never came. (You would think, though, that
the naval forces based there could have
made a huge contribution to the Axis war
effort, by destroying Allied convoys to
Russia. I'll have moreto say about that in
afuture‘Hurricane Bookshelf’ column...)

Anyway, deception isimportant as the
‘next best thing': if you can’t decimate the
enemy’sarmies and hardware as quickly as
you need to, you can at least trick himinto
putting and keeping them wherethey’ll do
you the least harm.

I’ve noideawhere you would normally
find a copy of thisbook. | found this one
exploring the book nook of one of my
favorite vacation haunts: the Senior Thrift
Center at Ocean Shores.

Its 229 pages of text arefollowed by
reference notes and an index. It may not be
perfect: the caption for the dummy
Hurricanereads“aflat dummy Spitfire”.
There'snojustice: even in mock-ups, some
peoplethink therewasonly ONE British
fighter inthewholewar!

Oh, well, | neverthelesslearned agreat
deal about fraud and deceit in WWII from
thisbook...and will offer it to the next
IPMSmeeting raffle. No, redlly: I'm not
deceiving you!

The Flying Greek

by Hal Marshman, Sr.

| saw The Flying Greek in asmall squib on
one of the modeling webzines| visit
regularly. It is an autobiography of Steve
(Spiro) Pisanos, an American Acel became
familiar with about 1970. HisP-47 was
featured in Kookaburra's book, Aces of the
Eighth Air Force. Col. Pisanosis one of
the lesser known of the 4th Fighter
Group's aces, but his story isfascinating.

Col. Pisanos starts out as a young boy
living just outside Athens, Greece, in the
years before World War 11. He becomes
fascinated with airplanes, and vowsto be a
flyer some day. He recognizesthat he
stands a better chance of realizing his
dreamsin Americathan as a poor young
man in Greece. At the age of 18, hesigns
on asaboiler room crewman aboard a
Greek freighter, jJumping ship whenthe
ship drops anchor in Baltimore, Maryland.
Pisanos makes hisway to New York, where
through contacts he makesin a Greek
Orthodox church, he becomes employedin
a Greek restaurant. With his meager pay, he
joins aflying school, and begins his career
inaviation. Helater movesto Plainfield,
N.J. and procureswork in the kitchen of a
hotel in that city, al thetimefurthering his
flying career. After the war begins, hejoins
theR.A.F., training in Canada, and later in
England, where he eventually becomes a
member of one of the famed Eagle Squad-

ronsof American fliers. Whenthe U.S.
joinsthe war, and the Eagles are absorbed
into the 4th Fighter Group of the Eighth Air
Force, Steveisthere. Through this period
of time, he rubs shoulders with such noted
aces as Chesley Peterson, Ralph Hofer,
Don Blakesleg, and Don Gentile. Herelates
with great detail most of his combat flights,
to the point where he's downed in occu-
pied France by flak. He getsinvolved with
the Resistance, to the point of actually
participating with them on operations.

After the war’s end, Pisanos eventually re-
enlistsin the Air Force, becoming atest
pilot with Gentile at Wright Paterson, a
training officer, amilitary attachétothe
Greek government, apilot flying Caribous
inViet Nam, etc., until hiseventual
retirement asfull bird Colonel. Col. Pisanos
isamarvelous storyteller, and in love with
his adopted country, The United States.
His patriotism shines through on every
page of his book, as does his love of
flying. Thereis aphoto section in the
book, with pictures of Steve from boyhood
to retirement, none of which I’ ve seen
before. | wasfortunate to receive my book
with a handwritten dedication to me. The
label on the shipping envelope revealed
the same handwriting, so | must suppose
he actually packed and labeled the book
himself. | am currently workingona
Tamiya 1/48th rendition of Col. Pisanos
P-47, Miss Plainfield. In any case, buy or
borrow this book, you’ll not be sorry.

Albatros Clarification

Asyou will have been aware there has
been alot of questioning of what John
Frazier meant when he declared the subject
for the|PM S December 2008 contest
organized by Jacob Russell to be, “ Any
1/48th scale Albatros.”

Jim Schubert bounced those questions to
John. Here'shisanswer:

“Any 1/48th scale Albatros World War |
period - August 1914 to November 1918.
Hope this puts all the questions to rest
and everyone can go back to building a
model for the December contest.”
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Classic Airframes 1/48"
Scale TA-4J Aggressor

by Gerry Nilles

The subject of thiskit is the two-seat
Douglas TA-4J aggressor - the last
Skyhawk variant to see service with the US
Navy. However, from ahistorical perspec-
tive, design and devel opment of the
Skyhawk actually began during the time of
the Korean War. As a side note, although
theAD-1 Skyraider wasat thetimefairly
new, having just entered the jet agethe US
Navy considered it arelic of WWII and as
such, felt that there was an immediate need
for apure et replacement. Of course, this
assessment turned out to be grossly
premature and the Skyraider remained
combat operational well into the late 1960s,
but that is another story. Regardless, and
with thisin mind, the Navy accordingly
released requirements for a close support,
interdiction/attack typejet aircraft in the
early 1950s.

DouglasAircraft was no stranger to the US
Navy having supplied combat aircraft to
them sincethe early 1930s. Among
Douglas products seeing Navy service are
such notable planes as the TBD Devasta-
tor, SBD Dauntless, AD-1 Skyraider, F3D
Skyknight, FAD Skyray, and A3D
Skywarrior. Considering this history of
successes, the design team at Douglas,
headed by Ed Heinemann, immediately
went to work on a proposal to meet the
Navy’srequirement for anew attack jet.
Having aready done significant research
on the subject, the team concluded the
need for a different approach to the ever-
increasing weight and complexity of the
new breed of combat jets. As such, they
limited their design to asingle purpose
while keeping it light, strong and simple by
comparison. The Navy specifications
called for agross weight of up to 30,000
pounds of which the Douglas design came
inat half that. Using amodified delta
configuration with a convention tail and
sporting alow single piece wing that was
comprised of three rugged main sparsthe

newA4D-1
looked more
likealight-
weight fighter
than an attack
bomber. Asa
result, nick-
names such as
Heinemann's
Hot Rod, the
Bantam
Bomber, and
the Scooter
became
Synonymous i

with the ¥
Skyhawk. &.

Initially two prototypes finished assembly
in early 1954 with thefirst flight occurring
in June of that same year. After twenty-six
months of flight testing production
deliveriesof theA-4A to VA-72 beganin
October of 1956. Production of the A-4
continued into the early 1970s with over
2000 built including anumber of two-seat
variants for both export and training
purposes. Needing areplacement for its
aging TF-9J, two seat Cougars, the Navy
ordered 139 TA-4Es advanced trainersin
1964 followed by an additional order for
352 TA-4Fsin 1968.

Thelast of the US Navy Skyhawksin
official inventory, the two seat TA-4J,
which were in use as aggressor aircraft to
train dogfighting, wereofficially retired in
the spring of 2003. Having spanned almost
ahalf-century of servicein both peace and
war the A-4, although designed, built and
used extensively as a single purpose
attack aircraft, ended up having multiple
usages including that of an advanced
Navy trainer, aprecision flight demonstra-
tion aircraft for the BlueAngdls, asimu-
lated adversary fighter as mentioned
above and a drone launcher.

Upon opening the box one is met with the
ClassicAirframesignature mediamix of
both injection molded and cast resin detail
parts, however first thingsfirst, which
means checking for accuracy. Although |
do not have a set of TA-4J reference

drawingsto compare against, a check of
the dimensions shows it to be spot-on
along with the fact that from a visual
perspectiveit looksright. In addition,
when | compared it to the HasegawaA-4E/
F kit it matched up almost perfectly, except
for the longer fuselage of course. Asfor
the individual styrene parts a close
inspection, show nice detail and crisp
molding, although some minor cleanup
along edges may be required. In addition, |
didfind afew, easily fixable, sink markson
some of the smaller pieces such as the
main gear doors, but overall thekit looks
very clean. As noted above the kit's detail
isgood quality as are the panel lines, in
that they are neither overly heavy nor fine.
Theresin parts, which make up the
majority of the cockpit assembly, wheel
wells, wheelsand tiresalong with afew
other interior details are as good as you
will find from any after-market source. |
was especially impressed with the seats.

Information wise the five-page assembly
guide looks to be very complete and easy
to follow. | should note here that although
afew interior painting referencesare
included with theinstructions, specifically
for the cockpit area, overall you are on
your own as far as color goes for such
detailsaswheel wells, intake trunks etc. Of
course, apainting and decal placement
guide for the four different Aggressor
schemesisincluded along with the
appropriate Fed Standard color references.

Continued on page 16
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... Met Her On the
Internet...

by Wesley L. Moore

The Centennial of the Great White Fleet’s
appearance in Puget Sound has had a
bizarreeffectonme-I’'minlove...when|
was Googling the GWF, | ran acrossa
picture that set my heart racing - and she
wasn't even in the Fleet. Prior to the GWF
sailing to the Pacific Coast, two armored
cruisers were sent as “Pathfinders’ to
check out routes and facilities, etc. One of
them was the USS Washington, visiting her
namesake state for thefirst time.

The four Tennessee class Armored
Cruisers(built 1903-1906) were possibly
the best ACs ever built. Think of themin
relation to pre-dreadnought battleships, as
the battlecruisers were to the
dreadnoughts (and as HMS Dreadnought
made every existing battleship obsolete, so
HM S Invincible made all the armored
cruisers obsolete). They were a good four
knots faster than the fastest US BB, not as
well armored (of course) and had 4 x 10
inch main batteries (not quite up to the 4 x
12 inch of the BBS). They were notably
longer and heavier than the contemporary
BBs, and oh-so-lovely intheir gleaming
white and buff paint.

So, when yagot it bad, that ain't good,
and ya gotta do somethin’ about it. Since
can never meet her in person, | plantofill
the holein my heart by making amodel of
the Washington, one that’'s good enough
to donate without embarrassment, and |
intend to keep members of IPM S Seattle
informed about what islikely to bealo-o-
o-ongjourney (thisisNOT ablog - more
like “postcards from the edge.”)

| have to admit that afurther attraction is
that I'll have her all to myself. Theonly kit
| know of aUSN pre-Dreadnought era steel
ship istherather nice Revell USS Olympia.
The only other model | know of a Tennes-
see-classAC livesin the museum at the

newer USS North Carolina. | don’t know
of other pre-dreadnought scratch-builders,
but hope to run across them.

Digression: in 1916 the Washington was
renamed USS Seattle, to alow the nameto
be used for anew battleship, which was
never completed after WWI. Thiswasthe
first USN ship to carry the name, and the
only one besides the Fast Combat Support
ShipAOE-3(1968-2005). In 1917 shewas
equipped with an aft facing catapult, and
carried Curtiss N-9 seaplanes. By then, she
was painted gray and had a“cage” mast,
so thisisan excuse to build two models. In
WWI, the catapult was removed, and she
did convoy duty. She was decommis-
sioned in 1930, and served as a depot ship
inNew York harbor until 1946!

| intend to do thisin the 21 Century
fashion, searching the Web for pictures,
info, and leads to non-Web sources, then
using the datato makea CAD “model,”
with as much detail as| can see (ignoring
the practicality tryingtoincludeitina
model - Lord knows how I’'m going to do
the crest on her bows!). Once that’s done,
| want to use modern technology to
embody the CAD model into a physical
model. I’'m not sure how I'll do this, as
modern technology usually cost$$$$, but

LS, Cruvaan

we'll seewhat works out. | have also been
invading the world of ship scratch-
building “accessories,” but they seem to
be split between the WW-II types, and the
Tall Ships- what'sa*" pre-Dread-head” to
do?

Right now I'minthe*“ Internet $cam”

phase of the relationship, coughing up
bucks to Amazon for an out-of-print book,
and waiting for an expensive package
copied from original linen drawingsinthe
National Archives by a“vendor” (cheaper
than flying to Virginia, but I’ m not going to
tell my wifehow muchit’ll cost). Theship
drawings are being scanned into electronic
form, which | canreadintothe CAD
system and “trace.”

The next time you see me at ameeting, |
probably won't want to talk about any-
thing else.

Humor me...I'minlove.

W ARG ok
3 - e P 100
ﬂ.|£l i T !-u'.'
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Wonder fest

Photosby Terry Moore

Clockwise fromtop left: American Idol tryouts were the
same weekend as Wonderfest. This line snaked all the
way around the other side of the building. And it was

the second line; A favorite science fiction themeis
dinosaurs interacting with humans. This one is called

Suck on You; The fire breathing effects on this Godzlla
attacking the White House diorama are spectacular;

Thismodel of the Discovery from2001: A Space
Odyssey was around 16" long.

=
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Clockwise fromtop right: A few of the many hardware
models at the show, including the TARDIS and a Dalek
from Doctor Who; Thisdiorama is called “ Children of
the Hydra’s Teeth” from the movie Jason and the
Argonauts, Phantom of the Opera; One of the drones
fromthe movie Silent Running; Seve Hilby's award
winning Auburn.
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Airfix 1/48th Scale English
Electric Canberra B(1).8

by Paul Bradley, | PM S# 35554

Hot on the heels of their first big new
release, the Nimrod, hereisthefirst in what
promisesto be afine series of new 1/48th
CanberrakitsfromAirfix. Thiskitisthe
B(l).8 Interdictor, to metheversion with
the most purposeful lines, as opposed to
the more purely aesthetic bomber version.
The mgjor difference of courseisthe
fighter-type canopy and raised pilot’s seat
that gave the pilot much better all round
vision, especially at low level; this
replacing the so-called *“ bomber canopy”,
the goldfish bowl that covered the pilotsin
theB.2/6 and PR.3/7 versions. The B(1).8
wasintroduced in 1956 tofill theroleof a
night-intruder/interdictor, flying low-level
missionswith RAF Germany in Europe. In
the bomber role, the B(1).8 only served
with the RAF' s Strike Squadronsin
Germany; initsbomber configuration, the
B(l).8 was part of the UK’sNuclear Strike
Forceand carried aUS-made weapon.

TheB(I).8 served until 1972, thelast of any
RAF Canberrasto operate in an offensive
role. Theinterdictor variant waswidely
exported, serving with, amongst others,
New Zealand, South Africa, Indiaand Peru.
All were externally the sameat the B(1).8.

Themodel will belargein thisscale and
comesinacommensurately large box, with
striking artwork on the top-opening lid. All
parts are bagged, the clear sprue sepa-
rately. There's asprue with the specific
parts for this version; otherwise, the
sprues appear to be common with some
leftover goodies for the spares box. The
large decal sheet isin register and looks to
bewell printed. It hasafull set of stencil-
ing, and options for three aircraft. These
are

B(1).8 XM277 of 16 Sgn, RAF, Laarbruch,
Germany, 1972. CamoisDark Green/ Dark
SeaGrey over Aluminium.

B(1).12NZz6106, 14 Sgn R New Zedland AF,
Ohakea, New Zealand, 1968. CamoisDark
Green/ Dark Sea Grey over Aluminium.

B(1).12 453, 12 Sgn South African Air
Force, Waterkloof, South Africa, 1969-75.
Thisversionisoveral Aluminium. Later,
these a/c were camouflaged with overall
PRU Blue, with the same basic markings.

These options areillustrated with full-
colour painting and decal placement
diagrams, anicefeaturethat | hopeAirfix
will continueto offer in all their kits.

Theinstruction book has 39 pictorial
construction stages, with Humbrol paint
color callouts. Unfortunately, thereisno
color chart to let you know what colors
these are - apoor omission, asyou' |l have
to go online to figure these out. | wish
Airfix would add acolor chart to their
instructions, and add the proper BS/FS
names for the colorswhilethey are at it.

On to the parts. For such alarge model,
therearerelatively few partsand | think
thiswill beaquitesimplebuild. Exterior
detail consists of engraved panel lines that
match plans quitewell, except onthe
horizontal tail whichisdevoid of thesefor
somereason - just likethe Nimrod. These
panel lines do not have quite the finesse of
those on the Nimrod, and the surface
texture of the partsisalittlegrainier. On
smaller parts such as the undercarriage,
the detail isalittle softer too. | believe that
Airfix used adifferent toolmaker for thiskit
thanfor theNimrod. If | wereAirfix, and if
cost isn't the issue, I'd stick with the guys
who did the Nimrod.

Thelevel of detail seemsto be adequate
for the scale. In some respects, it is better
than in the Classic Airframeskit, wherethe
IM detail parts were quite poor, although
theresin partswere excellent. Airfix have
always adopted a philosophy to provide
good shape and accuracy with a decent
level of detail and thiskit isno exception.
I’m surethe aftermarket boyswill havea
field day, but | think that thismodel will
look just fine from the box, especially
given that the cockpit areais basically
black!

Thekit provides abomb bay insert, with
doors that can be posed open or closed.

There's a good selection of stores to hang
in there and under the wings, including
two types of bombs (although there’'s no
indication of what these are), rocket pods,
AS30 missiles, plusthe 20mm cannon pack
that was used by the interdictor squad-
rons.

Asweall do, | took some of the parts off
the sprues and this indicates that assem-
bly will besimple. Airfix havecleverly
designed the nose so that al variants can
be accommodated by the same basic
molds. There'san insert for the cockpit
areathat fits very nicely, and the nose
section ismolded in clear so that the
various windows can be easily masked for
painting. The canopy isin two parts. This
isto accommodate the PR.9 version that
Airfix will bereleasing soon. For this
version, the canopy is glued shut, as crew
access was through the side door in the
nose. Do not be tempted to pose your
B(l).8 canopy open - it did not happen!

Theundercarriage suffersalittlefrom the
softness of the detail, but it has the
considerable merits of including separate
mudguards for the nose u/c, and two types
of main wheelswith flats and side bulges
molded in. | presume one set isfor the
forthcoming B-57 kit, to be availablelater
thisyear.

Dry fitting the wings shows that there will
beno needfor filler there- it'saperfect fit.
There are separate inserts for the engine
intakes and exhausts, and the flaps and
ailerons are al so separate. The horizontal
tailplanes have separate elevators, and the
rudder is poseable. It has some rather odd
panel lines across it, | suppose these
represent the internal structure of the
rudder, but this representation is alittle too
caricatured and | expect I'll fill them in.

Taken asawhole, the kit compareswell to
various plans and photos, but | have afew
questions about accuracy that | need to
clear up. The shape of the elevator tips
looks alittle off, but | need some decent
photos to check that. Compared to plans
and the Classic Airframeskit, thetailplane
seems a little short on span by about 4-5
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mm - confirmation of the correct tailplane
span would be appreciated. Thefinfillet
looksalittle deep; I’ [l need to check more
photos on that. Otherwise, the nose
contours are great, and the wings seem to
bejust fine.

Overdl, first impressions are very good.
Thekit isalittle shy on detail, but the fit
looksto be excellent and | expect thisto be
afar easier build that the Classic Airframes
kit I built last year. The signs are that this
kit will offer very good value.

Having dispensed with the preliminaries,
itstimeto start building. Naturally, this
beginswith the cockpit interior.

Detail insidethe crew areais OK without
being outstanding. A four-part gjection
seat isincluded for the pilot and to
starboard and below him, anon-gjecting
seat is correctly included for the Naviga-
tor/Bomb Aimer. | found the pilot’'s seat a
little awkward to assembl e, and not
particularly well detailed; asthisis
virtually the only part of the cockpit that
will be highly visible on the finished
model, | opted to replaceit with aresin
seat from aClassicAirframes Canberra.

Thepilot'sareahas afull set of instru-
ments and rudder pedals; while not highly
detailed, its enough to give the proper
impression. In the nose, the Nav has his
chart table, bomb sight, and magic boxes.
Interestingly, inreal lifethe Nav was also
provided with an additional small seat for
thistable but it is not included with the kit.
All thiswas painted Interior Black (AKA.
very, very dark grey!), with agood
drybrushing of medium grey to bring out
the detail. Various knobs and switches
were painted in white, red and yellow and a
few decals were scrounged from the spares
box to represent instruments, data plates
andthelike. Overal, thelook isquite
effective, considering most of it will be
very difficult to see oncethe model is
complete.

Note that whilethree crew figuresare
included, and four seats, the B(1).8 only
had a crew of two. | presumethe extrasare

for the B.2/6 version to bereleased | ater.
Incidentally, while nicely detailed, the crew
figuresare quite small compared to 1/48th
scale figuresfrom other manufacturers. In
the manner customary to the British armed
forces, you may nicknamethem Titch,
Shorty, and Lofty.

All these partsfit together to form one unit
with the rear cockpit bulkhead. | added a
considerable amount of fishing weights
into every conceivable nook in this
assembly. The Canberrawas a notable
tailsitter inreal life, andin model form
needs plenty of help. Airfix abligingly
provide a prop to stick under that tail; | am
hoping to avoid its necessity.... Onto this
cockpit assembly isglued the B(1).8
cockpit insert.

Thisiswhere things got alittle sticky for
me. There are no positive location guides
for the cockpit assembly, and placing this,
attached to the insert, into the starboard
fuselage half, then wrestling the port
fuselage half into place brought up some
interesting issues. Firstly, theinsert is not
aperfect fit; when attached to the cockpit
section, something seems to get thrown
out of alignment - this also caused the
cockpit assembly to skew dightly to port.
This causes the floor to mis-align, and
throws off the position of the bomb sight.
Now, I'm pretty surethat thisismy error,
as no-one else who has built this kit has
mentioned this problem (Because they are
all expert modellers, | guess), but it would
not have happened if there had been a
positive locator inside one of the fuselage
halves, asthere are on the Nimrod for
example. Of course, all seemed well when|
dry-fitted everything...

Anyway, | trimmed the floor, adjusted the
bomb sight position and filled and sanded
theinsert seams- now it lookslikethere
was no problem at all, but it was more work
than | would haveliked. Nothing likean
unexpected problem to re-affirm your
status as “modeller” rather than “ assem-
bler!” When | build another, I [l add some
location guides inside the fuselage, and
leave theinsert off until the fuselageis
glued together.

One other assembly is placed in the
fuselage before closing it up - the bomb
bay. This has some good ribbing detail and
| am surewould look the part if | had
wanted to leave it open. Apparently, the
B(1).8 fitted with the 20mm cannon pack
has bomb bay doors with a cut-out to
accommodate the pre-loaded unit, and the
ability to carry bombsin the forward part
of the bay in addition to these cannon.
However, | couldn’t find any photos of
this and thereis no indication of this
feature on the kit parts, so decided to leave
the bay doors closed and the optional
armament was assigned to the spares box
for use on other projects. | might build a
Canberrabomb trolley to display along-
side, if | can find some dimensions.

Thefull-span wings are very simple units
to construct. Firstly, there are slotsin the
lower wingsthat are flashed over. You'll
need to research what, if any, wing
armament your model carried - and it was
rarefor RAF B(1).8sto carry underwing
stores - then open up the correct dots.
Thisdone, | added the main wheel baysto
the lower wing halves. These bays are
nicely detailed with ribbing. Notably, there
are no gjector pin marksinside these. In
fact, thewholemodel iscarefully molded
so that there are no gector pin marksin
any location that's visible on the finished
model - very nice! Oncethewheel bays
were set, the upper and lower wing halves
were glued together. Fit was perfect.

Next up were the separate ailerons, which
can be posed at an angleif desired. Airfix
have missed the trim tabs on these, so |
scribed them on. The kit also has separate
flaps, and just for once | decided to show
these dropped! Wonders will never cease.
Asyou will all know by now, the RAF
discouraged its pilots from leaving flaps
dropped while on the ground to prevent
damage. However, aCanberratechnician
pointed out that the hydraulic system
would bleed pressure after standing for a
period, causing the flapsto drop. So |
decided that was all the excuse | needed to
show off all thenice detail insidetheAirfix
parts.
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In order to accommodate different variants,
the intakes and exhausts are separate
assemblies, and these are covered next.
The exhausts are easy enough, but alittle
careis needed with the intakes, asthe lips
arealittle heavy and could do with
thinning alittle, and the join to the main
wing needs to be carefully lined up to
eliminate the possibility of steps. Upper
and lower intake lipstrap some agreeably
detailed engine fronts complete with the
correct long cartridge starter housing.

Airfix would have you assemble thewing
tip drop tanks next. It should be noted that
the B(l).8 often didn’t carry these, due to
the shorter ranges of their missions, so |
elected to leave mine off. The shape and
dimensions are pretty good, comparing
very well to the Aeroclub units | used on
my ClassicAirframesmodel.

All these sub-assemblies were brought
together with hardly asmidgen of filler
used, testament to some fine engineering
here. A little re-scribing and the wings were
attached to the fuselage without difficul-
ties; good tight seams here aswell.

The tailplanes are a curious set of parts.
The horizontal tailplanes are devoid of
pand lines, just liketheir Nimrod brethren -
curious! After consulting plans, | scribed a
few lines. The elevators are separate, but
their trailing edge isincorrectly shaped.
Judging from photos, the apex at the outer
trailing edge is too sharp and too far back.
Itisamatter of just acouple of minutes
work with asanding stick to re-shape
these; no biggie, but it makes adifference.
Thetrimtabsare missing herea so...

I’'m also ahit unsure about the span of the
tailplanes - compared to plans and the
ClassicAirframeskit, they are about 4 mm
shorter across the whole plane; however, |
couldn’t come up with the correct figure,
so | don't know whichiscorrect. | left
them asis. These were glued to the
fuselage, being sure to position both at the
samedihedral - an easy step asAirfix
provides very positive locations for these.

The rudder is a'so acurious creature. As
the tailplanes are devoid of panel lines, so

the rudder has a surfeit. Although study of
Canberra rudder photos shows that there
isinternal structure in the positions
indicated on the kit part, it is very subtle
and doesn't readily show up from any sort
of distance. | filled al thelines except for
the top line and that indicating the trim tab.

Thefin is another areathat needs aslight
correction. Looking at many Canberra
photos, thefinfillet asmodeled by Airfix is
too large, starting too high on the fin and
ending too far along the fuselage. |
removed aportion of thefillet, bringing it
back to something much more prototypical.
I’m not sure | removed quite enough - I'll
haveto seewhat it lookslikewhen|'m
done!

None of the af orementioned isaterminal
issue; just an accumulation of minor
inaccuracies and simplicitiesthat you may
or may not wish to change on your model.

| glued the elevators with the mass

bal ances drooping down slightly, as per
many photos, and the rudder was dlightly
angled too - apparently, gust locks were
optional on the Canberral

| added the nose at this point. Thisis
molded in clear to accommodate the nose
cone and two side windows and ends at a
panel linebehind them - | likethisidea, as
it saves those awkward joins! Having
coated it and the canopy parts with Future,
| masked of the appropriate areas with
Tamiyatape and super glued them to the
fuselage. There was some minor sanding to
do to blend the nose parts together.

Thefinal step for now was to add the
bomb bay doors. These are atight fit and a
little sanding of the edges eased them into
place. If you are adding the cannon pack,
as| did, don't forget to open up the two
slots. The cannon pack fits snugly into
placewithout filler. And that'sit for the
primary airframe assembly.

Thefirst paint coat was a primer coat,
followed by some cleaning up of panel
lines and some dabs of Mr. Surfacer at
some minor seams. Next up was ablack
coat, to undercoat the nose section and

canopy, and as pre-shading. | also elected
to paint the undersides at thistime. This
might be at odds with the norm, but |
figured that the topside colors are pretty
dark, so therisk of bleed-through would
beminimal if | applied thetop coats.

It should be noted here that the canopy
should not be posed open on the B(1).8 - it
was only ever removed for specific
servicing, and was not used as crew entry,
or tolet fresh air in. It did not have ahinge
mechanism and waslifted off asawhole.
Airfix specifically notethisin theinstruc-
tion book and I’ ve had this confirmed by
John Adams of Aeroclub, who is some-
thing of an expert on the Canberra. | glued
the canopy and windscreen in place and
used Tamiya tape to mask off the clear
panels.

Attention turned to the undercarriage.
Airfix would have you paint thewhole
undercarriage, baysandall, in Aluminium.
Referencing my Canberralibrary, | noticed
that many early Canberrasand the B(1).8,
whenin early servicewith black under-
sides, appear to have had their U/C bays
and door inner faces painted black,
presumably to minimize nighttimereflec-
tions. The legs and wheels appear to be
aluminium. Later, when the RAF switched
theB(1).8to High Speed Silver
undersurfaces, the U/C bays were
apparently repainted. Export models
appear to have been aluminium all along.
I’ d appreciate comments and additional
information here. For now, | have painted
the bays and door innersin black, the legs
and wheelsinauminium.

Affixing themain gear led to the moment
of truth - could thismodel avoid being a
tail sitter?Well, betchabygol lywow, no.
There was nothing for it but to stuff as
much weight as | could into inconspicu-
ous places in the nose. | had planned to
leave the crew door open, but sadly |
needed to glue it shut. So please learn
from this lesson - when you think you've
added enough nose weight to a Canberra,
add abit morefor safety ...

Oncetheair had returned to its normal
color - blue can be such acold shade - |
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added the main gear struts and bay doors.
The wheels themselves have good detail,
including the fashionable flat spots and
side bulges, but the transition from tire to
wheel isabit soft and careful masking and
painting was required here. The nose U/C
leg has some fine detail and includes
separate mud guards for the wheels. It
needed some minor sanding to ensure it
would fit properly, but nothing too
troublesome.

With the old girl standing on her own four
feet, it wastimeto paint the rest of the
airframe. At thispoint, | should add afew
words about my chosen colour scheme.
The kit provides three options, the RAF
onedepictsB(l).8, XM277 of 16 Sgn, RAF
Laarbruch, Germany, 1972. CamoisDark
Green/Dark SeaGrey over Aluminium. This
one features a shark mouth that was
carried by this squadron’s machines for a
couple of monthsin 1972 prior to their
disbandment as the last offensive
Canberra squadron. While an interesting
choice, | wasreally hoping that Airfix
would choose one of the early interdictor
Canberras with Black undersides that was
moretypical of their active service. There
are quite afew photos of these, and |
decided to modify the kit option to depict
WT341 of 16 Sgn. intheearly 1960s.

Masking off
the Black
undersurfaces,
| used
Xtracrylix
Dark Sea
Grey and
Dark Green
for the
topsides
camo pattern.
Thiswas
followed by a
coat of
Future prior
to decaling.

| am pleased
to report that,
unlikethe
Nimrod,
these decals
are not covered by a continuous top film.
However...theroundelsexhibit the same
graininess that the Nimrod's did, and the
red is dightly off register to boot - this
mainly affects the stenciling. | understand
from afriend that anewer Airfix release, the
Cessna O-1, has much better decals- |
truly hope so, as these issues with the
Airfix decalsare becoming rather tiresome.
| have enough trouble with them without
the manufacturer throwing meacurve ball
too!

Luckily, I had someleftover stenciling
decalsfrommy ClassicAirframeshbuild,
and | had bought some Maodel Alliance
roundels and serial codes, just in case.
Unfortunately, all isnot well with the
Model Alliance decals either - the* 3" isthe
wrong style, and the white of the serials
and roundels is not opague enough to
fully cover the colour transitions, its only
really noticeable close up though. The
sgquadron marking on the nose was home-
made. Once decaling was compl ete, the
model wasgiven acoat of Xtracrylix Satin
Varnish, which | feel givesamuch better
scale appearance than a gloss coat.

| added a dark grey wash to the panel
lines to add some depth to the paintwork
and some light exhaust staining to the
fuselage and engine cowlings - thisfrom

the cartridge starters - then it wasjust a
question of getting the finishing touches
done. First up were the wingtip light
complexes. | am not quite sure of the
proper configuration of the bulb and
fixtures here, as| couldn’t find a good
close-up of the area. Each wastrimmed to
fit after which | drilled out a“bulb” in each
and filled them with red and teal paint. A
little superglue and a light sanding was
needed to blend them in.

Theaerial fit did change over time, and it
still isn't quite clear to me which ones|
should or should not have fitted. | do
know that the twin aerials on thefin were
not fitted to the B(1).8 - they do not appear
in any photos - so these should be
omitted. The others are abit of a conun-
drum, so | added them. | can always
removethem later if necessary.

Thelast little jobs were to add the nose
pitot probe, and the ventral and dorsal
warning beacons, which are tiny red
rhinestones that | found at my local craft
store. Similarly, | added aclear light at the
base of the rudder, removing the solid
lump of thekit and replacing it with atiny
clear, silver-backed rhinestone. And that’s
it.

The Canberra has become afavourite of
mine, and thisnew kit by Airfix impresses
me. Aside from my self-inflicted issues
with the cockpit assembly and cockpit
insert, and the indifferent decals, thisisan
excellent kit; generally simpleto build, with
sufficient complexity for most but with
plenty of scope for superdetailing by the
experienced. Thereare some minor
inaccuracies and omissions, but there's
nothing here that would spail the build
and most will only be noticeable to the
Canberraenthusiast. Airfix’spolicy of
providing the builder with the basics has
led to an impressive kit that offers good
valueand | heartily recommend it to all but
theleast experienced modéller.

I’d liketo extend my sincere thanksto
Martyn Weaver of Hornby/Airfix for
supplying the review sample and for his
support of IPMS/USA.
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Classic Airframes TA-4J
frompage 7

As noted in the previous paragraph, the kit
includes four different Aggressor color
schemes along with the corresponding
decals. Thereisonefor VA-127 as of June
1982, twofor VF-126 and onefor VC-8all
circathe mid-1980s. Printed by Cartograf
the decal quality should be excellent.
However, of noteis the fact that the
placement guide reference numbers
normally printed on the decal sheet are
missing, and as a result, a separate printed
page of the decal sheet, with these
reference numbers attached, isincluded in
thekit.

A 1/48th scalekit of the training version of
the venerable Skyhawk has been on many
awishlistfor alongtime. Now thatitis
finally here, the Classic Airframeskit, at
least from afirst look standpoint, appears
good. However, and until thekit isactually
built, acomplete evaluation is of course
still pending. Asfor the markingsincluded
inthisfirst release of the kit, they are
undoubtedly of good quality, however |
am alittle baffled at the choice of schemes
and the obvious fact that atraining aircraft

isnot included. After all that isthe primary
usagefor thisparticular aircraft. Whileitis
true that aggressor aircraft are indeed
interesting, having four different ones and
nothing else to choose from is a bit on the
side of overkill asfar as| am concerned. |
know that a second release of thiskit, with
different marking isaready out, however
even that release does not include
markingsfor atraining bird, go figure.

2009 Spring Show Jet
“What 1f?” Build

by Mike Millette

Here are the current guidelinesfor the jet
“What 1f?" group build scheduled for the
2009 IPM S Sesttle Spring Show:

* All scalesOK

* Military aircraft build

* Anything turbine powered (turbo props,
jets, helicopters, anything like that)

* 1950 to the near future (post Schneider
'49)

* Paint projects OK (alternate markingson
areal aircraft)

* Paper projects OK (“real” paper projects
and model er imagined)
* Modeler must provide a story

That leavesit pretty open but still pro-
vides some constraints. The awards list at
the present includes:

Top GunAward - Grand Prize (best of best)
Largescale (1/60 and larger) 1st, 2nd, 3rd
Small scale (/61 and smaller) 1st, 2nd, 3rd
Kelly Johnson Award - Best imaginative
design...something like that

Tiger Meet Award - Brightest/wildest paint
scheme (all scales)

Keith FerrisAward - Best camouflage
scheme (all scales)

“Therel Was...” Award - Best story (al
scales)

Hereissomeinspiration for the What-if
group build:

http:/Mww.ar cforums.com/forumg/air/
index.php?showtopic=130242

M eeting Reminder
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August 9

10AM -1PM

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions; From Seattle or from 1-405, take 520 East to
the 148th Ave NE exit. Takethe 148th Ave North exit

= (the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The

x Senior Center will beon your left. The Center itself is
\ not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost
| — | inthe median.
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