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PREZNOTES |*

| am saddened to report that the local
modeling community lost two of itsown a
few weeksago. Cliff and Betty Shaw of
Galaxy Hobby werekilled when their
homebuilt Shaw Europacrashed onfinal

approach to the Oshkosh AirVenture
airshow on July 23. For those of us

model ersthat frequented Gal axy, you
probably dealt with Cliff at onetimeor
another. He always had asmile on hisface
and was able to answer any question

thrown at him, regarding any aspect of any
of the hobbies that piqued our interest that
are available at the store. Betty, on the
other hand, was a behind the scenes
person and took care of mail orders,

special orders, and everything else to keep
the operation of Galaxy Hobby awell run
thing. Serviceswill be held on August 16th

at the United Methodist Church in
Edmonds. Asthisiswritten the time has
not as yet been determined. There will be
updated information on the Galaxy Hobby
webgte: www.galaxyhobby.com.

And we moveon...

Thisisarelatively short column this
month. Talk about an extreme case of
summer doldrums. Thefive or thirteen half-
builts on or around my bench have been
gathering dust for what seems like months
now. So, to try to remedy the problem, I'm
going to start (what else?)...another model!
| figurel need to jump back into thiswith
both feet so | am starting something |
know really well - theRevell B-17. I’ vebuilt
five Monogram kitsand the Revell isreally
a pantographed copy of the Monogram kit.
Parts can be easily exchanged between the
two, they are that close. I’'m going to be
doing either the MoF B-17F, N17W, asshe
appeared after her appearance in Tora Tora
Tora, asafirebomber when she had a
combination of movie markingsand
firebomber markings. Or I'm going to do
one of the B-17Esthat participated in the
Battle of Midway. I’m gonnago glue some
plastic now...

See you at the meeting,

In Thislssue
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Airbrushfor Sale
Web Site of the Month
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Public Disclaimers, Infor mation, and Appealsfor Help

Thisisthe officia publication of the Seattle Chapter, IPMS-USA. As such, it serves as the voice for our Chapter, and depends largely
upon the generous contributions of our members for articles, comments, club news, and anything else involving plastic scale modeling and
associated subjects. Our meetings are generally held on the second Saturday of each month, (see below for actual meeting dates), at the North
Bellevue Community/Senior Center, 4063-148th Ave NE, in Bellevue. See the back page for a map. Our meetings begin at 10:00 AM, except
as noted, and usually last for two to three hours. Our meetings are very informal, and are open to any interested modeler, regardless of interests.
Modelers are encouraged to bring their models to the meetings. Subscriptions to the newdletter are included with the Chapter dues. Dues are $24
ayear, and may be paid to Spencer Tom, our Treasurer. (See address above). We also highly recommend our members join and support IPMS-
USA, the national organization. See below for form. Any of the members listed above will gladly assist you with further information about the
Chapter or Society.

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individua writers, and do not constitute the official position of the
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meeting - earlier would be appreciated! Please call me at 425-823-4658 if you have any questions.

If you use or reprint the material contained in the newsletter, we would appreciate attribution both to the author and the source
document. Our newsletter is prepared with one thing in mind; thisisinformation for our members, and all fellow modelers, and is prepared and
printed in the newsletter in order to expand the skills and knowledge of those fellow modelers.

Upcoming M eeting Dates
ThelPM S Seattle 2006 meeting scheduleisasfollows. All meetingsarefrom 10AM to 1 PM, except asindicated. To avoid
conflicts with other groups using our meeting facility, we must NOT be in the building before our scheduled start times, and
MUST be finished and have the room restored to its proper layout by our scheduled finish time. We suggest that you keep this
information in areadily accessable place.
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Jasta Schweinhimmel

by Mike Millette

Following the success of the 1949
Schneider Trophy Race, here is another
project to test your creativity, for the 2007
IPM S Seattle Spring Show.

Premise—You are aWorld War One pilot,
aircraft designer, squadron painter,
mechanic, soldier, or just apig farmer with
agrand idea. You can construct and paint
your aeroplane(s) any way you choose,
and put the result into service with real
units/countries, or create your own
independent air force. Creating a back
story is encouraged.

TimeFrame—1914-1920
Scale — 1/48" or thereabouts.
1) Theemphasisisentirely on creativity.

2) Models can be built straight from the
box, or you can mix, match, and modify as
you seefit. Make sureit lookslikeit would
have been technologically feasible during
WW1.

3) Rigging isnot required, nor isit
discouraged...so bring on the Farmans
andAirco DH2s.

Potential Judging Categories:

Pour le Merit (best overall) — Not sure how
to define this yet

Hun in the Sun Award — Most effective
camouflage scheme

Red Baron Award — Brightest paint scheme
Ernest Hemingway Award — Best story

ReferencedI nspiration:

For the most part, we encourage you to
toss your references (at least as far as
“accuracy” goes), but we recognize that
references can provide someinspiration,
sowelist afew with that goal in mind.

TheAerodrome. Thisis one of my favorite
WW?1 aviation sites [ Mine, too — ED]:
http:/AMww.theaer odrome.com

World War | Modeling Page. Another very
popular WW1 aviation website:
http:/AMwwwwi-modesorg

Fokker Factory. They don’t just do
Fokkers:
http:/mww.fokkerfactory.com

Albatros Publications:
http:/AMww.windsock datafilespecials.com/

Osprey Publications:
www.ospreypublishing.com

M odel Sour ces:

Thefollowing are some of the companies
that have made 1/48" (or thereabouts)
WW1 aircraft models. Some of them are
out of production, but can be found from
timetotime,

Aurora. Aurora had an extensive range of
WW1 aircraft in ~1/48" scale, now long
out of production.

Aeroclub. A few 1/48" scale vacuform kits,
but lots of nice accessories. http://
www.Aeroclub-modes.com

BlueMax. Expensive, and abit of a
challengeto build, they makekits of some
unique WW1 aircraft, plus decals.

Copper State Models—A few vacuform
kits, PE details, props, and decals.

Dragon/DML. Dragon used to make a
Fokker Dr.l and D.VIII, aswell astheD.VII
now available.

Eduard. Probably the premier WW1 kit
manufacturer in 1/48" at thistime. L ots of
different WW1 kitsavailablein avariety of
priceranges. http:/Aww.eduard.com

Gavia. Oneof Eduard’ssister companies,
the make aBristol Scout and Polikarpov.

Koster Aero Enterprises. A few esoteric
WW1 vacuforms.

Lindberg. A few inexpensive WW1 models,
including an SE.5a and Curtiss Jenny. Out
of production, but can still be found.

Lone Star Models. Several cool vacs
including a1/48" Felixstowe! http://
www.lonestar models.com

Revell/Revell of Germany. Low cost
Sopwith Camel, SE.5a, and Fokker D.VII.

Roden. Reasonably priced and nicely
detailed, Roden have avariety of WW1
kitsin 1/48". Working hard to catch up to
Eduard. http:/Aww.rodenplant.com/

Smer. Very low-cost WW1 kitsin 1/48"-
1/50" range.

Tom Modelworks. Used to make vac kits,
now hejust sells resin engines and PE
sts. http:/Amww.tomsmode wor ks.com

Badger Airbrush for Sale

John Greer hasaBadger 150 M Airbrush,
including numerous spare parts and
accessories, plus Binks compressor for
sale. All necessary hoses, cords, etc. are
included, plus other weird and wonderful
modeling goodies that were lying around.
The whole messis $100 - but you have to
comeand pick it up. Call John Greer at 253-
964-7762.

Web Site of the Month

by K eith Laird

| just stumbled onto this site, which covers
the Nationalist ChineseAir Force. Itis
incredible. Having gone to school with
Nationalist Chinese Air Force Officersand
knowing what the security was at that
time, boy, have things changed! There are
some very colorful fighters and other
airframeson thissite.

http:/Mmnmww.taiwanair power.or g/index.html
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Trumpeter 1/35th Scale
MiL-8Hip-H

by Jon Fincher

Growing up in the shadow of the Sikorsky
plant in southern Connecticut, I’ ve been a
fan of rotary wing and VTOL aircraft since
| was ayoungster. It's no surprise that my
most recent foray into the world of scale
model military aircraft took theform of
Trumpeter'sMiL Mi-8MT/Mi-17 Hip-H
helicopter. | had the benefit of an excellent
reference book specific to themodel, titled
MiL Mi-8/Mi-17: Rotary-Wing Workhorse
and Warhorse by Yefim Gordon and Dmitry
Komissarov, Red Star Volume 14 from
Midland Publishing.

TheMi-8, designedin 1959 by Mikhail
Leontyevich Mil’s design bureau, isthe
only helicopter that has been used in
every type of mission for which helicop-
ters are designed, including passenger
service, VIPtransport, cargo hauling,
flying crane, military transport and assaullt,
close air support of ground troops, search
and rescue, firefighting, and more. The
twin engine, single five-bladed rotor
design has been in constant production
for almost forty years since thefirst rolled
off the assembly linein 1966. Almost
11,000 of these workhorses have been built
to date compared to similar Western
helicopters of which there have only been
1,500 Sikorsky S-61 SeaKings, 740 Boeing
V-107 SeaKnights, and 105 Aerospatiale
SA 321 Super Frelons. Mi-8shave been
used by at least fifty different nations, and
not al of them Eastern bloc - Belgium,
France, West Germany, |srael, Japan, New
Zealand, Britain, and even the U.S. count
among the countries using them for both
military and civilianroles, along with the
Palestinian Authority.

My first impression on seeing the kit was
that the large scale (1/35th) meant there
would be impressive amounts of detail,
and there are over 200 pieceson six
reasonably flash-free gray plastic sprues,
two clear sprues, atree of photo-etch, and
asmall acetate sheet with instrument panel

=%

details. A single decal sheet was also
provided, along with a sheet of painting
suggestions.

A friend of minerefersto this next step as
“thefondle” - picking up and looking at
(and of course, feeling) the sprues. There
are an impressive number of “fiddly bits’
(another term stolen from afellow model er)
- small parts meant to add detail. The
largest pieces are the fuselage halves,
around two feet long and 4-5 inches wide,
but the smallest are some door handles,
around 1/8th by 1/16th of an inch square.
If you have an active carpet monster living
under your workspace, take steps to
neutralizeit - some of those fiddly bitsare
very aerodynamic and rather tasty
appetizersfor shag and pile carpeting
(moreonthat later).

| was also intrigued by the openness of
the sprues - in models from other manufac-
turers, sprues arejammed with parts,
|eaving abare minimum of space between
parts to conserve space. Trumpeter took a
different tack, adding sprues to keep the
parts count per sprue down. It gives you
plenty of room to get aknife or snippersin
to cut the piecesfree- | think | likeit.

TheKkit instructions start with building the
two turbine engines that power the MiL-8.
Thesetook with more effort than | ex-
pected to get together. The canisters for
the turbines have plenty of detail on them
in the form of rivets and cooling fins but
are molded in two halves. After putting
them together | spent agood deal of time
with files and sandpaper trying to clean up
the edges. Thiswas largely awasted effort

asmy final model is posed with the engine
hatches closed. If you want the engine
hatches closed too, concentrate on the
detail for the intake and exhaust asthey’re
the only parts visible from the outside of
themodel.

Once the engines were done they were
placed into arather sparse-looking engine
compartment. There'salot of room hereto
add detail if you want since the engine
hatches can be posed open. Be careful
when gluing the engines down on their
supports because later on you'll be
threading the final exhaust port through a
hole in the fuselage and if the engines are
misplaced, even alittle, thefit of the
exhaust portswon’t be correct. You can
wait until the fuselage comes together to
dothefinal fit.

The entire engine compartment sits on the
roof of theinterior cabin, which has g ector
pinmarksall over thevisibleside. Since
theroof has crossmembers molded into it
the gjector marksland right in the middl e of
each molded square, making them almost
impossibleto sand. If | were detailing the
interior I’ d scratch build anew roof with
sheet and strip styrene.

The cockpit was next. Seats are black
leather and Trumpeter provides
photoetched seat belts. The instructions
aren’t very clear about where the lap belts
attach to the seat so | took a guess based
on my reference book. There are also two
small fans that mount on a ceiling control
panel, made from somevery small plastic
parts with photoetch for the blades. My
built version will not have any fans as one
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was eaten by the floor monster under my
bench. Hint: When building the fans, twist
the photoetch blades before gluing them
to the styrene body. It's much easier than
trying to hold the fan body and twist the
blades, which is how one of the fans got
away fromme.

There'salot of detail in the cockpit; four
separate pieces make up the ceiling control
panels assembly, there are two standing
panelswith acetate dials, and a small
center panel display. The cockpit is molded
together with the cargo bay, with adouble-
bulkhead hatch between them. The cockpit
and cargo bay floors and hatch all feature
good recessed details. Standard flight
controls complete the cockpit and show
good detail for the scale. My one com-
plaint isthe roominess of the kit's cockpit.
There's enough space for a hoedown in
there, which doesn’t fit with my references.

=

Theinstructions start to get alittle wonky
around page eight. The headstock for the
main rotor is next to be built but with no
color choices provided | had to wing it (no
pun intended). However, onceit was
complete | was ready to contemplate
assembling the fuselage. After shooting
interior gray on the detailed interior and
installing the port lights | added three
exhaust ports and two photoetched intake
covers. They haveto be installed before
fuselage assembly but since they are
visiblefrom the exterior they’ Il haveto be
carefully masked when you reach the
painting stage.

The cockpit bulkhead assembly has slots
that fit positively over some beefy tabsin
the fuselage halves. Thefit was alittle
snug, which provided alot of strength to
the whole assembly and required no glue.
The engine and rotor headstock assem-
blies have tabs that slide loosely into slots
in the fuselage halves but the interior roof
assembly needs to slide over the cockpit
bulkhead and some ridges on the fuselage
walls; thiswasalittletricky. Gluing thetwo
halves also took alittle doing. | did
mention that this model is over two feet
long, right? | started at the front and
worked my way along the dorsal, down the
tail, and along the belly, clamping as|
went. Thefit of the fuselage halves was
less than perfect. Thereisasmall step
down from port to starboard and the open
porthole over the cockpit had some
rounded corners that need to be replaced.
If | had it to do over I'd sand off the
locater pinsso | could get the alignment
right without major work.

Therest of the fuselageisin more manage-
able bits; clamshell doorsfor therear cargo
loading area, de-icing unit and engine bay
covers on top, port and starboard fuel
tanks on the sides, and the single clear
canopy piece and side windows to close
up the front. Gluing the clamshell doorsis

alittletricky but manageable. The canopy
isvery thinand flexible. It remindsmeof a
good vacformed replacement canopy but
with much better detail. Some good
engineering went into placing some of
these parts on the sprues. The attachment
points for the fuel tank are on the glue
surface, not on the exterior, which | found
very refreshing (too bad they couldn’t do
that for the fuselage halves). The rear
cargo doors and engine bay covers can be
posed open but require more work to both
add interior detail and clean up some
rough edgeswhere theinterior floor meet
the rear cargo opening before doing so.
While these pieces are being added, the
instructions have you adding tons of
fiddly bits- exterior door handles, rearview
mirrors, grab holds, etc. | left them off until
the whole bird was painted lest | break
them off during normal handling.

| found a set of Black Magic masksfor this
model, which made masking the Future-
coated canopy and side windows easier.
There are tons of color schemes to choose
from, but since my skillsat painting
camouflage are pretty poor | decided to
hone them abit with asimple Russian
camo scheme. Detail was picked out with a
brush.
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The Black Magic masksfit well onthe
cockpit windows but have some problems
burnishing down on the compound
curves. | shot the canopy with clear before
applying paint to help control bleed under
on the canopy but it didn’t work aswell as
| had hoped. Some polishing compound on
a cotton swab and some brushed on
Future cleared that problem up (again, no
pun intended). The Black Magic set
provides a set of wheel hub maskswhich
are almost completely useless - the wheels
and hubs are molded separately, so you
don’t need to mask anything to paint them.
Thereisalso aset of masksfor the
porthole windows, but | found that they
tend to pop out while applying the masks -
clear parts cement isn't strong enough to
handle the stress of burnishing. Taking a

tip from aclub member | popped all the
windows out, filed down part of thelip that
holdsthemin, and slid themin from the
outside after painting the rest of the
fuselage.

Masking this beast for painting is a bear.
As mentioned above, there arefive
different exhaust and intake ports that
were added from theinside. | found these
almost impossible to mask around so out
they came to be replaced after painting.
Thisleft numerous voidsto fill around the
engine compartment, main rotor headstock,
and port cargo bay door, which I packed
with paper towels. Luckily no further
touchup was necessary there.

Masking the now empty porthole open-
ings was relatively easy, given the right
tools. From previous auto servicing, | had
some cardboard and plastic sleeves that
covered the electrodes of spark plug sets |
had bought. These protective barrels are
about an inch and half long and half an
inch across - cutting them lengthwise and
rolling them alittletighter let them fit into
the portholes, then spring out to expand to
fill the opening. A little tape on the end,
and | had some custom masks for other-
wiseimpossible to mask openings.
Masking these openings can be done from
theinsideif the rear cargo bay doors are
left open.

Holding this beast for painting was also a
chore. Painting the bottom was the tough
part. | managed to make ajig to hold the
fuselage from the top so | could paint the
underside blue on the bottom. Once the
bottom was painted it was masked around
the edges and | could rest the body on the
lazy susan in the floor of my spray booth
to paint the sides. A base of stone covered
the body, and a gray-green was used to
complete the camo pattern. | freehanded
the camo pattern using light air pressure
and a delicate touch on the paint flow. For
my first camo paint job, | was happy.

After removing the fuselage masks|
applied the decals for my chosen scheme.
The decalswith the kit are superb. Thin
and colorful, they release from the backing
paper quickly, havelittleto no excessclear
carrier film, respond very well to decal
setting solutions, and settled in nicely
under aflat coat. Complete decalsfor three
different paint schemes are provided.

Themain rotor isa24-piece assembly (not
counting the cap) that seemed overly
complicated for thefinal result. Fivesmall
inner blades float freely in arotor hub
assembly. Between the hub and inner
blades are two pieces per blade represent-
ing the blade pitch and angle control arms.
Collective control arms on the hub are also
separate pieces, as are the main blades.
This seeming overcomplication wasn’'t
difficult to either assemble or paint
athough it does force the blades into a
static configuration. Thetail rotor, by
comparison, isasingle molded piecewith
body pieces representing the tail shaft and
gear drive and went together smoothly.
After some minor cleanup and inspection
of the sprues for missing parts (found one,
no problem), | called it done.

Thereisonebig problemwiththemain
rotor; the blades are very heavy. Too
heavy, in fact, to be supported positively
by the flimsy plastic angle control and
blade pitch pieces. It doesn't matter what
kind of glue you use on these pieces,
they're ssimply not strong enough to
support the blades. | found when | put the

main rotor on that its weight was too much
and pieces broke, causing the blades to
droop down from their rotor attachment
points. There are a number of solutions
that were suggested by fellow modelers,
but | went for simple, if not accurate. With
the main rotor upside down and the blades
held at the correct anglesto the rotor, |
flooded the joint with five minute epoxy.
Leavingitto curefor 2-3 hours, | flipped
the rotor upright to find the blades sat
perfectly, with arealistic droop in them this
time. M odel ers wanting something more
realistic will haveto find other solutions.

With a completed fuselage and rotor
assembly | moved on to the landing gear
next. Therear landing gearswerealittle
tricky to attach. There are three points on
the body to attach the struts to, and one
connection between the underside struts
and the side strut. Getting everything into
place and solid with CA took some
fiddling, and getting the second side done
wastrickier still. | wound up laying the
model on its side, supporting the upper
hull with asmall parts cup, and hanging
the already-attached gear on one side off
the edge of my bench while | worked to
attach the gear on other side. The nose
gear, with asingle post into asingle hole,
went in quickly and cleanly after that, and |
had something that looked like an aircraft.

Fiddly bitswerelast. Therearealot of
antennae, running lights, door handles,
bump-outs, and other such styrene and
photoetched pieces that would have been
broken during masking and painting that
needed to go in now. All but the lights
were attached with CA and brush painted
in place. The lights were brush painted
with clear acrylic color, back painted with
metalizer, and then glued into placewith
clear partsglue. Thereare also two extra
armored fuselage plates that attach
outboard and below the main canopy.
These were airbrushed and attached with
CA, along with some photoetched
rearview mirror assemblies.

Trumpeter has done some things right with
this model; big open sprues, lots of built in
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detail with plenty of room to add more,
good multimedia accessories, some good
engineering of parts placement - and some
things wrong; some wonky engineering of
parts placement, gjector pin marksin
impossible to remove places, and inconsis-
tent assembly and painting instructions.

When weighing the pros and cons, there
are also some other things to consider.
Thisisabig model whenit'scomplete.
Unless you've got the shelf space for it,
I'd leaveit at the store in favor of a 1/48th
or 1/72nd scale version. The parts range
from huge (fusel age) to tiny (exterior door
handles). If you're getting abig scale
model because your eyes can no longer
handle God's scale (1/48th) nor eyestrain
scale (1/72nd), you'rein for astruggle
working with al thefiddly bits.

If you' relooking for something big with
lots of detail, beready for asmall surprise.
The amount of detail on thishirdis
relatively low for the scale. The cargo bay
and engine compartment are very sparse
on detail, and while the cockpit has some
good detail init, it appears to be nowhere
near as cramped asit should be. Be ready
to add some more detail as you go along.

However, if the size and parts range don’t
scare you, and you're confident enough to
scratch-built more detail and interest into
it, don't let the other cons of this model

put you off either. With the exception of
the gjector pin marks on theinterior roof,
none of them are insurmountable, and you
may have some fun figuring out how to get
it from big box o’styreneto award-winning
model. Thisisagreat platform for some
superdetailing work. The scale meansit
will fitinto anarmor dioramafairly well,
and the kit can be converted into one of
two dozen different variants serving Iron
Curtain and other countries for the past
forty years.

[ Thanks to Chris Banyai-Riepl and
www.inter netmodel er.com for permission
to use thisarticle. - ED]

Dresden

by Paul Ludwig

In 2001 | wasin Hamburg, Germany
visitingwith aformer L uftwaffe pilot.
When he told me he contributed money to
therestoration of the Frauenkirchein
Dresden, | gave him a donation to be given
in my name and | vowed to see Dresden
and the church. | went there last year. The
city and the church are beautiful. | also
learned that the correct pronunciation is
“drays-den.”

| revere church architecture and Europe
and am part German. From photosin books
| saw that the Frauenkirche destroyed in
1945 was once beautiful. Itisavery tall
church and its magnificence had domi-
nated the city. It does, again. | wanted to
know why Dresden had been bombed and
at about the time | was planning atrip to
Europe | found the book, Dresden -
Tuesday February 13, 1945, written by
Frederick Taylor, and published in 2004. |
read it just before my trip abroad. After
arriving in Dresden | went directly to see
the church which had been rebuilt and was
weeks away from reconsecration.

After my trip | told Jim Schubert about
Dresden and when he said he wanted to
have a book which would give a balanced
view of why the city was bombed | gave
my book to him because it does give the
most balanced view of the destruction of
Dresden, a city once called the Florence on
theElbe.

By February, 1945 Germansknew generally
that the war waslost and except for afew
raids and alarmsin Dresden, the city was
largely untouched by war until that fateful
time less than three months before the end
of World War Two. Some people still
wonder why a city as beautiful asthat was
subjected to afirestorm so late in the war
while others believe the bombing was a
necessity.

Taylor points out that night bombing by
RAF Bomber Command which beganin
World War Two in May 1940 wasinaccu-
rate at that stage of the war. Taylor reminds
readersthat in the second half of 1941 the
RAF had already been made aware that
night bombing was doing little to affect
Germany’sability towagewar. D.M. Buit
reported that “ of aircraft recorded as
hitting the target, only onein three had
actually gotten within three miles.”

A year later the mental attitude of those on
both sides fighting the air war changed to
that of seeking more ferociouswaystokill
people. Blind bombing and areabombing
became the norm within the RAF at about
thetimeAir Marshal Arthur Harristook
over Bomber Command. Shortly after that,
pinpoint bombing was no longer believed
in, and day and night bombing was carried
out in amanner to degrade the morale of
the civilian population. It did affect
civilians: they became enraged.

InApril to June, 1942, the Germans
bombed Exeter, Canterbury, Norwich, and
York, among other citiesin England and
the raids gave rise to the term “Baedeker
Raids’ because tourists before the war had
traveled to those cities using guide books
named Baedeker. Harriswasted no time
after taking command, initiating raidsto
Lubeck on March 28-29, Rostock in April,
and Colognein May. Taylor saysHarris
“chief missionin life (was) destroying
German cities.”

In July, 1943 Hamburg was bombed so
intensely over several nights and days by
the RAF and USAAF that a phenomena
known asafirestorm wasignited. Several
separately lit firesjoined in amass of flame
which was so hot that flames needing
oxygen to burn produced a sucking wind
feeding oxygen into the flames; winds so
strong they propelled peopleinto the fire.
SomeAllied officers may have regarded
creating afirestorm as an added benefit in
adestructive raid and they may have

Continued on page 11
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Mach 2 1/72" Scale
Vickers Valiant

by Bill Osborn

When | received my new issue of SA.M. |
was very pleased to see that Hannants
waslistingtheValiantin 1/72™ scale. |
have the old Contrail vacuform, but wasn't
tooinclined to tackle that large avacuform.
So, | madeahurried call to thelocal
purveyor of al things plastic to ascertain
when he might expect a shipment of these
fine models. Much to my surprise | was
informed that a shipment had come in that
very morning. Oh joy. | ask if by chancel
would be able to acquire one at the
|.PM.S. meeting the next day. | was
informed that my hero was having alarge
sale over the weekend and not be putting
in an appearance at said meeting (tears of
sorrow). What's a person to do? Since |
wasriding with Scott Taylor to and from
the meeting we had aready stopped at one
hobby shop so | didn’t want to delay him
any longer, and besides | always stop
across the road from “the shop” for
mocha. As soon as Scott let me out at
home, | ran into the house to inform my
lovely wife | needed to make an emergency
run to Skyway. She of course thought |
wasjust losing what little of my mind |
have left. Sometimes they just don’t
understand.

In aflash | was out the door and burning
up 167 towards the source of much
happiness. Upon arriving at my goal |
found the outside of the shop stacked with
many goodies to tempt the unwary
modeler. Stopping only to say hello to
Gordon, | raninsideto find my treasure.
Thereit was, sitting on the shelf inalarge
orange and red box. It'sfrom France, what
else did you expect? | whipped out the
plastic (nobody carries that much cash
now days), signed the slip, ran out the
door, jumped into my trusty truck and
drovelikethe Devil was after me across
the street for my iced mocha. | do have
other needs.

When | got home | headed to my caveto
fondle the newest addition to my treasure

trove of plastic. Now | know some of you
look upon the Mach kits as something you
might scrape off the bottom of your shoe.
Well, youwould almost beright. Let metell
the story of thefirst look at thiskit.

When | opened the box thefirst thing |
saw was apicturelist of all the Mach kits. |
was surprised that they have marketed so

many models. | have only built five of the
32 issued kits. Thereis a good reason for
this, most of them don’t hold my interest,
and the rest are more than | want to spend
for the quality of the kits. However thisis
not the case with the Valiant.

When | was finished being amazed by the
number of kitsonthelid | finally got
around to looking at the plastic. You get
two sprues of white semi-hard plastic and
one of semi-clear for the windscreens, and
asmall sheet of decalsthat shall be
complained about later. Theinstruction
sheet (1) isan 8.5” x 11" but it's printed on
both sides! The hand drawn pictures do
have two languages, one of whichis
English; thisis very handy since Frenchis
one of the few tongues that elude me.

As| gazed at my latest pride and joy, my
expectations started to decline somewhat.
The panel lines are recessed and not too
bad. However some of them may go away
as | sand the surfaces smooth. The sprue

with the upper wing and left hand side of
the body isfairly well molded. But the
other sprue has some major problems. The
|eft-hand lower wing panel and theright-
hand vertical sidelook likel dowhenI’ve
spent too much time in the shower (don’t
linger to long on that). | don’t know if the
fault iswith the mold or the plastic being
too cold; both parts are in the same area.

There are quite afew gector stubs on the
inside of the parts but no marks on the
outside. The sprue gates are somewhat
large but shouldn’t be a problem. Not
much will be seen of the interior dueto the
rather small windscreen and windows, but
you get two rather good looking €jection
seats and awell molded instrument panel.
Wheel-well inserts mount to the lower
wing halves, but dry fit them to make sure
they will fit between the two parts. So far,
the only weak spot I’ ve found isthe
engineinlets. They look to be thin as they
are the thickness of the wing plastic. | just
found out that some of the parts are
marked R and L so you can get them on
the proper side, none of the parts are
numbered.

Themoldingisjust alittlelessthan crisp,
when it comesto the smaller parts, like
gear struts and such. One of my problems
with other Mach kitsistrailing edge
thickness. | think they have done an
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excellent job thistime and it should only
take me two or three daysto get themin
shape. The clear partswill need somework
with sandpaper, 80 grit should do to start.
Only kidding - 120 will do.

The back of the instruction sheet shows
three color schemes and one variation.
Firstisanatural metal bird, next aretwo all
white ones and last isa gray and green
low-level plane. Now we get to the decals,
there are two sets of codes and the color
guide tells you can change aircraft by
cutting the letters and numbers and
moving them around, what anovel
concept. Now the main gripe, the roundels
are the standard dark blue white and bright
red. Nowhere isthere any mention of the
anti-radiation light blue and pink markings.
Ohwell, I think | have afew Modeldecals
around for aVulcan that should fit the bill.

With every thing else, | forgot to mention
you get an Atomic bomb and trolley. No,
there is no danger of radiation - they took
all theinnards out. However if you don’t
want to be too warlike, it could be painted
tolook just like a space ship from the old
Flash Gordon serials| watched when | was
ayoung lad. Yes, | was too young once!

With al this crudeness |’ ve talked about,
would | recommend the kit? Probably not,
unless you have a sadistic streak, or like
meyou' ve just gotta have the kit. Will |
build it next? You bet your bippy.

Movie Reviews. The Enemy
Below, and Stalag 17

by Jon Fincher

WEell, it seems| can't find any timeto
actually writethesereviewson aregular
basis. Therefore, thismonth, you get afull
two-for-one specia on 1950s movies about
WWII.

WE'll start with The Enemy Below, a1957
film starring Robert Mitchum as Captain
Murrell of theU.S.S. Haynes, and Curt
Jurgens as Captain von Stolberg of a
German U-boat. A game of cat and mouse
takesplaceasMurrell, aformer Merchant
Marine dealing with persona demons, and
Von Stolberg, whoistired of dealing with
the German imposed Nazi demons, jockey
for position in the north Atlantic. Since
thisisan American movie, in the end, the
Americans are victorious but honorable.

| was alittle dismayed by two facets of this
movie. Firgt, very early inthemovieweare
introduced to the idea that Murrell has
some psychological or medical problem
withwhich heiscoping - itisn't until later
that welearn hewasmarried whilea
Merchant Marine, and was bringing his
British wife back to the U.S. when the
cargo ship they were on was torpedoed by
aGerman U-boat. He saw hiswifediein
that attack, which would be enough to
rattle the strongest man, but in typical
1950s hero-worship style, Murrell never
directly exhibits any effects of thistrauma-
we hear about the coping from the ship’s
doctor, and while Murrell tellsthe story of
his wife's death, he does so as though he
were ordering dinner at arestaurant.

That wouldn’t be too bad, if the superhu-
man emational strength were consistently
applied throughout the picture. However,
for as much as Murrell won't directly show
any emotion other than grim determination,
von Stolberg is depicted as constantly
guestioning Germany’s motives and goals
in the war, and often he mutters under his
breath at his Nazi-imposed |oyalty officer.

His strength as a captain is evident, but
his determination to do his job and destroy
the American ship seems to be an unpleas-
ant part of his existence. Showing just
those parts of both personasin thefilmis
atrait I’ ve seenin other early war movies-
thismovieisfar less propagandizing than
others, but the sappy populist “we were
right, they werewrong” feeling still
pervadesin parts of the movie.

The other thing | had to fight was disbe-
lieving the almost supernatural abilities of
both captains. If they hadn’'t been
identified as naval captainsinthe 1940s, |
would have sworn they were both psychic
mutants from thefar future. Both are
portrayed as master players of the great
chess game of naval combat - Murrell is
especially blessed with this gift. At one
point in the movie, he predictsthe U-
boat’s course, speed, and timing to arrive
at the same place at the time by acom-
pletely different route - | was sure he had
planted a homing devicein von Stolberg’s
shoe. Again, it playsto the populist
notions of the day, but it also keeps the
movie moving at abrisk place.

That said, thiswas an entertaining movie
overal. The battle sceneswere well done,
and augmented by some real footage of
depth charges. Special underwater effects
were very good given the day and age this
moviewas made. Shotsfrominsidethe U-
boat were alittle too roomy to be 100%
accurate, but the layout and movement
wereright on. The dialogue waswell
done, not hokey at al, and kept you
involved in the movie from start to finish.

Historical Accuracy: Threeand Half Stars.

| can’t find aU.S.S Hayneslisted, and the
U-boat was never identified, but the shots
are accurate, even if the U-boat was bigger
inside than ouit.

Storyline: Threeand Half Stars. An
engrossing movie that suffered only from
using characters based on post-war U.S.
stereotypes and a willingness to believe
American destroyer commanderswere

psychic.
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The“Guy” Factor: Four and Half Stars.
There's not awoman in the cast, and only
one mentioned. Real battle footage and
convincing battle scenes should be taken
with 18-year old scotch, Cuban cigars, and
medium rare ribeyes only, and should work
on estrogen like oat bran on cholesteral.

Overadl: Four Stars. Well-done acting and
well-structured storyline. 1f you can
suspend disbelief long enough, and you
don’t mind some pro-U.S. posturing, you'll
likethismovie.

My second film reminds methat not all war
movies have to be grim and stoic. Stalag
17 starsRobert Holden, Richard Erdman,
and Peter Graves as some of severd
hundred prisonersin a German POW camp
called, oddly enough, Stalag 17. This
moviemixed dramatic elementswith
comedy to produce a picture that sticks
with you over time - | had seen parts of
thismoviein the past, only to remember
them when viewing thisfilm recently.

The best way | can describethisfilmis The
Great Escape meets Hogan's Heroes (this
movie even has a Sergeant Schultz,
although there is no connection between
thetwo). Directed by Billy Wilder, Holden
plays Sefton, an American noncom airman
held at Stalag 17 by Colonel von
Scherbach, played superbly by Otto
Preminger. Sefton isone of morethan 600
POWSs held at the camp. Numerous escape
attempts have always ended in failure, and
Sefton, known for being a shrewd operator
inthe camp, istargeted early asaleak of
information to the Germans. Asthemovie
goeson, we learn heis not, learn how the
information transfer is made, who themole
is, and get to celebrate at the open ending
with afinal, presumably successful escape.
Comic interludes provided by Shaprio and
Kasava, played by Harvey L embeck and
Raobert Strauss, break up the otherwise
well-flowing plotline. Thetwo play off
each other perfectly, however, and the
1950s style comedy is still amusing today.
Otto Preminger playsthe camp commander,
Colonel von Scherbach, with style and
comic genius. At one point in the movie,
hemakesacall to Berlin - hisvalet brings
him his boots, and proceeds to put them

on von Scherbach. Asthe call goes
through to his superior, von Scherbach
stands at attention and clicks his heels
vigorously with every “ Jawohl, mein
General!”. Oncethecall iscomplete, he
hangs up, and his valet helps him remove
his boots.

Some of the horrors and dark humor of the
prison camps were also evident and well
shown. Asthe“Genevaman” comesto
inspect the camp, the prisoners are al
given new blankets for the visit, with the
understanding they will be taken away
once the inspection is done - the “ Geneva
man” even mentionsthat they smell like
mothballs and wonders out loud when
they were given to the prisoners. In the
opening sequence, two potential escapees
makeit outsidethe wire, only toruninto a
well positioned machine gun nest. Before
they can surrender, they are shot down -
their bodies are displayed to the camp the
following morning. The campis perpetu-
aly muddy, and only von Scherbach is
given theluxury of walking on boards
bridging themud - all the prisonerslivein
constant filth and dirt.

Overdl, thefeeling of thismoviereminded
me awell done and well balanced episode
of M* A*S*H, with amix of comedy, farce,
andreal humandrama. If youlikethe TV
series M* A* S*H and Hogan's Heroes,
you'll likethismovie.

Sometriviafrom |M DB.com and other
sources: Holden won an Oscar for his
performance (although he reportedly threw
it away, feeling he should have won the

previous year for Sunset Boulevard), and
gave the shortest acceptance speech in
Academy history: “Thank you.”
Preminger was forever type-cast asthe
evil, menacing Nazi officer (although he
did play some non-Nazi villainson the
1960s Batman series) and did not act in
films much after Stalag 17, although he
did direct intothe 1970s. Billy Wilder shot
the movie in sequence - all the sceneswere
shot in the order they appeared in the
movie - and none of the actors knew the
twist ending of the movie until it was shot.
Wilder went on to direct other Academy
Award winning and popular films, includ-
ing Sabrina, Some Like It Hot, and The
Seven Year Itch, and is an uncredited
writer of theoriginal Ocean’'sEleven. He
ended his relationship with Paramount
when an exec there suggested they make
the prison guards Polish rather than
German to improve the box officein West
Germany. Wilder’'sparentshad diedin
concentration campsin Germany, and
when a demanded apology was not
forthcoming, Wilder split from Paramount.

Historical Accuracy: Four Stars. There
was no Stalag 17 (the best was Stalag
X1IB), but everything elseis spot on
according to my eyes, meager knowledge,
and quick research.

Storyline: Four Stars. Thisisalong movie,
aswe keep breaking the main storyline for
comic side-steps and character devel op-
ment. It's a cohesive story, however, that
takesawhiletotell.

The“Guy” Factor: Four Stars. There's
damesin this picture - the Russian women
are encamped across the street for the men
to hoot and holler at (and sometimes ogle),
and Kasava lusts after his Betty Grable
poster. There's also alot of guys postur-
ing and posing and talking fast at one
another.

Overall: Four Stars. A well done picture by
one of the premier directors of the 1950s
and 1960s. Superb acting and a good cast
who work well together makethisan
enjoyable picture. And no, | won't give
away the ending...
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Dresden

frompage 7

applied effort to making firestorms happen
in the future. It happened in Dresden.

Though the RAF in the early and middle
years of the war fought what has been
called the Battle of Berlin and other battles
intheair war, by the end of 1943 thetide of
the ground war in the east had changed in
favor of the Russians and planners wanted
to accede to a Russian demand that Allied
bombers help take the pressure off the
Russianfront. Leipzig, sixty milesfrom
Dresden, was bombed on December 4,
1943 and in January, 1944 Bredlau, a
hundred miles east of Dresden, was
evacuated. Russian forces captured
Breslau soon after. German forceswould
move rearward through Dresden.

Taylor points out that the decoding of
Enigmainterceptsrevealed great move-
ments of refugees and German armies
heading westward from the Russian front,
toward the protection and liveability of
urban centers such as Dresden. Taylor
says the bombing campaign shifted from
the strategic to the tactical. Though some
wanted to bomb Berlin and kill Hitler and
othersto end the war that way, planners
decided to attack oil, tank and aircraft
centers, and targets in the east and
southeast. Others wanted attacks made
upon German reinforcements heading to,
or away from, Breslau. Planners put
Chemnitz, Leipzig and Dresden onthe
target list. Chemnitz and Leipzig were
known to be centers of manufacture of
tanks and aircraft but Dresden with its
“light industriesand smaller, more high-
tech factories’” was thought to be worth a
magjor raid.

Taylor says the “attack was about creating
overwhelming disruption, asnear to a
perfect state of chaos as could bein-
flicted” upon Dresden.

Dresdeners heard an air raid siren the first
timeinAugust 28-29, 1940 and the city was
bombed in October of that year. It was
bombed very lightly in October, 1943 and a

much bigger attack came on January 16,
1944. On October 7, 1944 came“the 111th
alarm” when USAAF bombers attacked
near noontime. Dresden produced cameras
and lenses, radios, fuses, communications
equipment, electrical products, sewing
machines, typewriters, cigarettes, torpedo
parts, shells, machine guns, search lights,
aircraft parts, directional guidance equip-
ment, torpedo tails, bullets, cartridges,
wooden tail assembliesfor airplanes, field
telephones and artillery observation
devices. A hydrogenation works produced
special oil for tanks.

Onthenight of February 13-14, 1945,
Dresden suffered afirestorm. Little of the
aftermath of war was noticeableto mein

the three days | spent in the inner city,
with the exception of the Hauptbahnhof
(train station) which once had been afocal
point for world travelersarriving and
departing the Florence on the Elbe. | did
see squares of bare earth covered with
grass indicating where rubble had been
cleared. Thereismuch yet to do. It will be
recalled that Dresden and East Germany
were under the domination of Moscow and
the Stasi until 1989 and though it has been
amost seventeen years since East and
West were reunited, the Germans had
rebuilt much of what had been laid to
rubble. Most of the Old Town - central
Dresden - has been rebuilt and the city
looks very elegant and old world once
more. I’dloveto seeit again.

In 1945, two vertical short sections remained
standing, blackened by heat and flame. In 2005, the
church was new again, using blackened stone where

possible and new white stone replacing severely
damaged stone, giving the great church its mottled
appearance
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Spitfire War Colors

by Scott Kruize

If you can remember back tomy first
installment, perhapsyou’ll recall “...timeto
seeif the decals ook as good on the model
asthey do on the sheet...”, before | had to
rush what I’ d written off to the Editor for
posting.

WEell, thislast installment sees color put on
the plastic. Onelittle detail first, for you
eagle-eyes out there: remember that those
exhaust manifoldsin the picturesaren’t
right. My slightly-mismolded one hid itself
before | could work on it, so you're seeing
sparesfrom my scrap box, tacked in
temporarily so | could finish the build for
this review. Testors has an offer inside the
kit for replacing missing/damaged/
defective parts. 1’1l be putting their
Customer Service policy to thetest...

Just for the record: | tried to show off my
knowledge of Spitfiresby writing, inthe
firstinstallment, that more Mark I Xswere
made than any other mark. | should stick to
trying to be an authority on Hurricanes
(you’ve heard of those?) because our
Editor, Robert, fixed thetext before printing
it. It seemsmy source-William Green - was
alittle off-base. Volume 2, page 104, of
Warplanes of the Second World War does,
indeed, say “ Despite the fact that the
Spitfire X was considered solely asan
interim type, it wasto be produced in
larger quantities than any other Spitfire
variant...5,665 aircraft of thistype...”
(There’'saroughly similar quotein his
Famous Fighters of the Second World
War.) Yet let’sbacktrack to page 98: “A
tota of 6,479 Spitfire Vswashuilt...” OK?
The Mark X was second in numbersto
the V: an impressive number for a* stop-
gap” kludge - dwarfing the quantities of
many other warplanes - but not the most.
Cheerio, chaps, and let's move on back to
thiskit build...

With the basic airframe compl eted, |
selected a paint and decal scheme from the
six choices availablein the instructions,
specificaly “I.F. Mark IX —RCAF Com-

manding Officer, TangmereWing, 1944”. |
painted the base color scheme - standard
late 1943 Day Fighter camouflage - then
theyellow leading edgeidentification
marks and fuselage band. These details are
available on the decal sheet, but experi-
ence has given me something of a horror
of trying to put large decals over awkward
compound curves, so | held off on the
decalsfor awhile, and instead whipped out
my Tamiyamasking tape and spray-
painted them. (My research says the

over glosscoat or ‘ Future' floor polish...as
| now know...)

My selected scheme has two variations.
First, | changed theindividual aircraft1.D.,
so thisisnow one of the C.O.’smen...and

| didn’t put on the Invasion stripes, so this
planeis shown asit was before D-Day. My
reasoning: in my Calvinesgue modeling
daysway back when, | aways put on the
exact kit decal scheme, sinceit never
occurred to meto do otherwise. Now, I'd

fuselage bands and spinners were com-
monly painted in white or Sky, but there
werevariations, especially with spinner
colors. My Spitfire books - yes, | admitted
last time that there ar e Spitfire books on
the *Hurricane Bookshelf’ - show some of
these variations.)

Finally, | started in onthe decals. Recall
how impressed | was with how they |ooked
on the sheet: thin, perfectly registered,
razor-sharp. In use, they’rewortha‘9’,
easy...better than any kit decals I’ ve ever
worked with, and right up there with the
very best aftermarket. Their colorsare
opaque, and they went down perfectly
over detailslike panel lines, without a
touch of setting solution. (To avoid any
silvering, however, they must be put down

rather do just adlight variation, if for no
other reason than if another modeler
shows up with hisversion whereI’'m
displaying mine, | can’'t be accused of
doing aninferior job - just different! And
asfar asinvasion striping goes, I've
avoided it since learning how appalled the
ground crews al over the UK werewhen
they got ordersto stripe every single one
of their chargesin broad black-and-
white...inasingleday! I’ ve heard many
on-the-spot “artists” resorted to painting
with brooms, and | believeit...so these
decals, as perfectly straight and true, clean
and sharp, as al therest, can't possibly be
bad enough for historical accuracy...l
think maybe on a 1/48" scale model, they
ought to be done freehand with White-Out
and abig black marking pen!
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Besidesthe maininsigniaand identifica-
tion codes, there were lots of itsy-bitsy
teeny-weeny decals of stenciling all over
the airplane. Much time was spent with
tweezers and blotter. But danged if they
didn'tal comeoutlegible... “Lift Here’ ...
“Walkway Forward” ... “Location of
Wingtip Steadying Trestle” ...astonishing!

| made one - exactly one - attempt to be a
Total Clever Dick. ThisMark I X wasarmed
with the most common battery: apair of
20mm Hispano cannon and four .303
Browning machine guns. Thelatter are
spread along the wing, and were to be
represented by small red squares from the
decal sheet. These simulated the cloth or
paper patches armorers would red-dope
over the gun ports on the wing leading
edges, to keep the guns clean and dry till
they werefired. | drilled the ports out with
my pin vise before pressing on the decal
scraps, and was gratified to see the
material sag into the holes, and dry that
way; very prototypical!

These pictures show no weathering. |
wanted you to see the ‘factory-fresh’
version, sincethisisareview of thekit,

not a showcase for my weathering skills.
Beforel put it on display, next towell-worn
friends-and-relations, I’ |l weather it with
oil-, exhaust- and gunsmoke-stains...put on
afew morefiddly-hits, like antenna
wire...andit’'ll look like yet another
warhorse...much like...ah, say: did you
know that not all British WWII fighters
were Spitfires? Somewere Hurricanes!

Nevertheless, I'm glad to add thisto my
stable. The kit is very good, better than my
abilitiestodoit full justice. And while our
English cousin Kevin, knowing way more
about Spitsin their various kit incarnations
than | do, criticizes the nose contours, |
think it looks pretty good. I'll bet skilled
hands could win awards with it. We all
know that the quickest way to transform
our hobby into drudgery isto make it an
obligation - self imposed or otherwise - but
I’'m glad | volunteered to Internet Model er
to accept thiskit, and build and review it.

Hurricane Bookshelf will resume next
month!
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Hasegawa 1/48™ Scale
Nakajima B5N2

by Hal Marshman, Sr.

| found thiskit lurking in my cellar stash a
couple of weeks ago, partially built, just
about ready for paint. | remember buying it
back around when the kit had just come
out, say late 2000. Asto why it had been
put away, | can only hazard guesses. In
any case, inthe box wastheinitial draft of
akit review. | had never submitted the
review, so hereit is, suitably amended to
account for the years between then and
now. Yeah, | know, it ain’t new! Now and
again, it'sgood to revisit earlier releases,
particularly asthe kit companiesarein the
habit of reissuing the same basic kit with
new decals and box art.

Thisisakit which waslong awaited. In
this scale, the only previous entry was an
ill fitting, poorly detailed kit by Nichimo.
That kit can still be found, and the
companies are not at all bashful about
charging far above the actual worth to
purchase same. Why bother? The
Hasegawa offering is everything the
Nichimokitisnot. Let'stakeacloser
look...

Thekit iscast in moderately easy-to-work
light gray plastic. Hasegawa provides
terrific moldings, with raised or engraved
surface detail wherever necessary. | did
find acouple of molding flaws, with small
sink holes on the separate cowling part

just forward of the windscreen, and the top

and bottom of the fuselage sides in the
Hinomaru area. In addition therearemold
release depressions on the landing gear
oleos- areal pain of an areatofix.

Theinterior is absolutely superb, with
quite afew small detail parts, and pretty

much makes up into aseparate model all its
own. Once assembled, some of the detail is

difficult to see, but most of it isright there
to be admired, providing you take your
time and don'’t try to rush things.

The clear parts are well done, thin, and
very clear. You get both aone-piece
canopy for those who would prefer closed
glass, and stackable separate sections
allowing you to display the open cockpit,
showing off agood deal of the interior you
so lovingly spent much time on. There are
small wedge shaped items allowing you
the option of cutting out the marked wing
tip lights and replacing them with these
tiny clear ones, or you can just go ahead
and paint the marked lights using your
favorite technique. You also get side and
bottom windows, and atiny tail conelight.

The engineis decent, providing afull front
cylinder back against a half bank for the
rear. Thewiring harnessring and gear box
are separately cast. Be careful of the
ignitionring; | broke mine and had to
manufacture areplacement. Thecowlingis
pretty fair, with anicely done bottom
Scoop as a separate part. Note the tiny
dimples cast into the top front. These are
to accommodate the torpedo sighting
device provided. | didn’t use thiskit-
provided item, asit just seemed too
clumsy. Itjust isn't possible to injection
cast someitems. A good place for aphoto
etched substitute. | built mine from fine
florist’swire with stretched sprue between,

and three small blobs of thick black paint.
Suits me, anyway. Exhausts are separate,

with indentations at the external end, but
will profit from further drilling out.

Thelanding gear issimplewith slightly
flattened tires See above for the release
mark problem on the gear legs. Theinner
side of the gear covers also reveal release
marks, but they’ Il be covered by the gear
legs. Thetail wheel isatiny gem. What
can you say about the tailhook? It's there
and looksright.

The only weaponry is the Lewis gun clone
provided for the rear cockpit. It's pretty
nicely done, but the ring sight you're
given is grossly out of scale. Another
place where a photo etched replacement is
nearly necessary. There are several ammo
drumsprovided for theinterior. Be certain
to save one of the little gems for the top of
thegunitself. | got the Pearl Harbor
version of the Kate, so it is equipped with
avery good representation of the artillery
shell bomb used at Pearl. It seemsthe
Japanese wanted to use level bombers as
well astorpedo and dive bombers. They
decided to use Kates for this purpose, but
had no suitable bomb. They therefore
converted naval artillery projectilesto
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heavy bombs, and they were pretty
devastating. It was almost certainly one of
these make shift devices that accounted
for the U.SS Arizona. | digress, the only
problem with the bombisrelease mark
depressions on the bomb fins. Please note
that once mounted, the bomb is offset from
the center of the airplane. Other releases of
this kit feature torpedoes - the Long Lance
type developed for Pearl Harbor’s shallow
waters.

| did have some fit problems at the front
and rear of the wing to fuselage joints, and
at the wing roots. Might have been my
fault, but | did trim and smooth everything
before | tried to cement together. Just be
careful here, or you can end up with a
goodly amount of sanding in this area.
Bear in mind that a good many schemes
feature abare metal bottom.

The decal sheet is very comprehensive,
and includes markingsfor two Dec. 7 birds,
plus enough number and letter combos to
duplicate many of the Kates that were
Pearl Harbor raiders. It has been said the
the Hinomarus (Japanese national mark-
ings, the red discs) are not opague
enough. Easy fix. Take some plain white
decal sheet, and use the old double decal
trick, or prepaint white circlesin the proper
areas, prior to decaling.

Thiskit does have afew small glitches, but
take your time and persevere, and you can
end up with a pretty nice model of an
historically important aircraft.

Attached are photos of my completed
Kate, with home made seatbelts, photo
etched gunsight, scratch built torpedo
sight, wired engine, and scratched brake
lines. The model represents aPearl Harbor
raider from the IIN Hiryu. The decalsare
from Eagle Strike Productions. Eagle Strike
provides markingsfor two A6M2 Zeros,
two D3A1Vals, and two B5N2 Kates, all
December 7 birdsfromtheHiryu. It'sa
very nice decal sheet, with lots of helpful
painting information.
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Upcoming Model Shows

Satur day, September 16

IPM SRegion 7 Convention at Ever green Aviation M useum 2006, sponsored by Oregon Historical Model ers Society and Evergreen
Aviation Museum. 500 NE Michael King Smith Way, McMinnville, Oregon. Full detailsin next month’sissue. For moreinformation, visit
theweb site at www.geocities.com/oregonshow, or contact Brian Yee at 503-309-6137.

Saturday, October 7

I PM SVancouver 36th Annual Fall M odel Show and Swap M eet. Bonsor Recreation Complex, 6550 Bonsor, Burnaby, BC, Canada. For
moreinfo, contact: Warwick Wright, phone: 604-274-5513, e-mail, jawright @telus.net, or visit the show web site at www: http://
member stripod.com/~ipms

Friday - Saturday, October 13-14

Sci-Fan 2006. This two-day event features hundreds of the best fantasy figures, spacecraft and robots in the northwest. Schedule;
Friday, 12 noon - 7 PM, Contest Entry and Display; Saturday, 10 AM - 12noon, Contest Entry and Display. 1:30- 2:30 PM, Closed for
Judging; 4 PM, Awards and Door Prizes.

Categories: Movie/T.V. Spacecraft; Real Spacecraft; Other Spacecraft; Ground Vehicles; Other Sci-Fi; Display Only (Free Entry);
Diorama; 1:1 Scale; Movie/T.V. Robot; Japan Anime Robot; Other Robot; Japan Anime Figure; Human Figure; Animal/Monster Figure;
Movie/T.V. Figure. Entry Fee: $5for upto fivemodels; $1 for each additional model.

Rules:

1. You may enter as many modelsin aclass as you want but can win only one award in that class.
2. Ittakesfour modelsto make up aclass. If fewer models are present classes will be combined.
3. Classes may be added as required.

4. Kidsunder 18 may enter but will be judged along with adultswith the same fee.

Galaxy Hobby, 196th & Highway 99, Lynnwood.
Phone: 425-670-0454; E-mail: info@gal axyhobby.com ; Web site: www.gal axyhobby.com

M eeting Reminder August 12
10AM -1 PM

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions. From Sesattle or from 1-405, take 520 East to
the 148th Ave NE exit. Take the 148th Ave North exit
(the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The
Senior Center will beon your left. The Center itself is
not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost
inthe median.
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