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Seattle Chapter IPMS/USA
April 2005

PREZNOTES

Asthisiswritten our Spring Show is but
two weeks away, and here | am scrambling
toget amodel finished. Normally, I'll
spend afew hours aweek pursuing this
hobby but the last several days have seen
me spending an hour or more a night
working onthemodel I'mtryingtofinish. |
haven’t worked this much on amodel to
try tofinishit for ashow in at least 20
years. Long ago, | decided it wasn’t worth
it to pull alnighters and other thingsto try
to finish amodel for a contest, but this one
hasmegoing. Don’'t worry, I'm not falling
into old traps. If the model is not finished
by 10pm the night before, you won't see it
at the contest. Well, maybe 11pm...

Again this year, we are going to have two
meetings this month. Our regular monthly
meeting this Saturday, April 9, and then the
following Saturday, April 16, isour annual
Spring Show at the Renton Community
Center. We'll be meeting in the Craft Room
and will use the meeting to make sure al of
our “i"s are dotted and our “t"s are
crossed for the spring show the week
following. We'll also be asking for some
more member support at the show. | am not
asking for the sun, the moon, and the
stars, but we need just alittle bit of your
timeto helpinthese areas. All | wantisan
hour or so of your time. | would liketo see
more of our membership work to makethis
a successful show.

Thismonth we'll aso dispense with the
door prize drawing, so those of you that
were going to donate to the cause can
hold on to your donations for an extra
month, but if you have kitsfor the Irag
model club, bring those along . Bring your
finished (or unfinished) models as usual
for show and tell.

Excuseme, | haveto go work on my model
NoW.

WE'll seeyou at the meeting,

Terry

April 16 Spring Show
Directions

Venue: Renton Community Center, 1715
MapleValley Highway, Renton.

From the North: Take 1-405 southbound to
Exit #4 (Renton-Enumclaw). Go through
the first stop light, turn left on Maple
Valley Highway (South 169). Thiswill take
you under 1-405. Continue about 500 feet
and turn right at the first stop light. Follow
the entrance driveway around the athletic
fieldstothelarge parking lot area. The
Renton Community Center and Carco
Theatre are adjacent to one another and
the parking lot.

From the South: Take 1-405 northbound to
Exit #4 (MapleValley-Enumclaw). Thisexit
will divide, takethefirst exit to Maple
Valley-Enumclaw (South 169). At the stop
sign, at the end of the off ramp, turnright.
Go approximately 200 feet to the stop light
and turn right. Follow the entrance
driveway around the athletic fields to the
large parking lot area. The Renton Commu-
nity Center and Carco Theatre are adjacent
to one another and the parking lot.
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IPM S Seattle Web Site (Webmasters, Jon Fincher & Tracy White): http://www.ipms-seattle.org

Public Disclaimers, Infor mation, and Appealsfor Help

Thisisthe officia publication of the Seattle Chapter, IPMS-USA. As such, it serves as the voice for our Chapter, and depends largely
upon the generous contributions of our members for articles, comments, club news, and anything else involving plastic scale modeling and
associated subjects. Our meetings are generally held on the second Saturday of each month, (see below for actual meeting dates), at the North
Bellevue Community/Senior Center, 4063-148th Ave NE, in Bellevue. See the back page for a map. Our meetings begin at 10:00 AM, except
as noted, and usually last for two to three hours. Our meetings are very informal, and are open to any interested plastic model er, regardl ess of
interests. Modelers are encouraged to bring their models to the meetings. Subscriptions to the newdletter are included with the Chapter dues.
Dues are $24 ayear, and may be paid to Norm Filer, our Treasurer. (See address above). We al so highly recommend our membersjoin and
support IPMS-USA, the national organization. See below for form. Any of the members listed above will gladly assist you with further informa-
tion about the Chapter or Society.

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individua writers, and do not constitute the official position of the
Chapter or IPMS-USA. You are encouraged to submit any material for this newsletter to the editor. He will gladly work with you and see that
your material is put into print and included in the newsletter, no matter your level of writing experience or computer expertise. The newsletter is
currently being edited using a PC, and PageMaker 6.5. Any Word or WordPerfect document for the PC would be suitable for publication. Articles
can also be submitted via e-mail, to the editor’s address above. Deadline for submission of articlesis generally twelve days prior to the next
meeting - earlier would be appreciated! Please call me at 425-823-4658 if you have any questions.

If you use or reprint the material contained in the newsletter, we would appreciate attribution both to the author and the source
document. Our newsletter is prepared with one thing in mind; thisisinformation for our members, and all fellow modelers, and is prepared and
printed in the newsletter in order to expand the skills and knowledge of those fellow modelers.

Upcoming M eeting Dates
ThelPM S Seattle 2005 meeting scheduleisasfollows. All meetingsarefrom 10AM to 1 PM, except asindicated. To avoid
conflicts with other groups using our meeting facility, we must NOT be in the building before our scheduled start times, and
MUST be finished and have the room restored to its proper layout by our scheduled finish time. We suggest that you keep this
information in areadily accessable place.

April 9(Craft Room) April 16 (Spring Show at Renton)
May 14 (Cr aft Room) Junell
IPMS/USA NEW MEMBER APPLICATION
PME Mo Pdasmia oL TT. . X L

April and May Meeting
Room Changes

ilanew blark
Afdrass;

i

ity S i Ll Slaes Tips TheApril 9and May 14 1PM S Sesttle

Sigraturs jrquired bl meetingswill take placein the Craft Room
' BT oY R at North Bellevue Senior Center, rather

O Aduit: 331 [ Smvar {17 inkite 3 o elinoneh £ than the main room. The date, time, and

O Tracke Mesminar: $21 “ClCaneds & Moo $25 Qiher Foregr S8 building for each meeting will remain

O Family jAouh duas + $5, ona gl MBgagnesid.of mmbership cards recuinsd
O ¥ mecammanded by an IPRS mominer,

list Pds¥rer nama and msmbse number -~ © ThRma]
T Th 47 7 P.O. Box: 2475
Haorth Cantan, OH 44720

unchanged, with only the room being
different.
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I IPMS Seattle Spring Show in a Box 1
| |
I Date I
I saturday, April 16,2005 I
T |
I Location: |
I Renton Community Center, 1715 Maple Valley Highway, Renton |
| |
| Hours. |

Registration: 9AM until noon
| |
PublicViewing: 10AM until 3PM
| |
Judging: 12 noon until 3 PM
| |
Awards:. 3:30 PM
| Show Close: 4 PM |
| |
| Entry Cogis. |
I $10for Adults- unlimited number of models |
I $5for Juniors- unlimited number of models |
| $5for Spectators ]
\ /7
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Special Awards for IPMS
Seattle Spring Show

* 1949 Schneider Trophy sponsored by
Internet Modeler

* Best 1/32nd Scale Aircraft sponsored
by CraftWorks

* Best Aircraft from theFirst Twenty
Year s(1903-1923) sponsored by Pearson
Modeleers

* Best British Subject sponsored by
Robert Allen, Keith Laird, and Andrew
Birkbeck

* Best Canadian Subj ect sponsored by
IPMSVancouver BC

* Best Civil Auto/M otor cycle sponsored
by Jon Fincher

* Best Figure sponsored by Jim Schubert
and John Alcorn

* Best Fire Bomber sponsored by Dan
Farnham Scal e Firebombers

* Best Fire Service sponsored by Emerald
City Il Buffcon

* Best Finish/Ted Holowchuk Award
sponsored by IPMS Seattle

* Best French Subject sponsored by
Pascal Valadier

* Best Small Air Forces sponsored by
Will Perry and Stephen Tontoni

* Best WWI1 Pacific Theatr e sponsored
by Tracy White

Spring Show Sponsors

| PM S Seattlewould liketo give aheartfelt
thank you to the following companies:

TwobobsAviation Graphics

PO.Box 2425

CdliforniaCity, CA 93504-2425

For donating decal sheets for our raffle

American EaglesHobby Sore
12537 Lake City Way NE

Seattle WA 98125

For donating raffle items

Skyway Modd Shop
12615 S. RentonAveS.
Sesttle, WA 98178

For donating raffle items

Burien Trophy

15204 6th Ave Sw

Burien, WA 98166

For providing trophies and assistance

Spring Show Vendors

Below isalist of vendorswho plan to
attend the spring show. We have a total of
44 tables available for vendors; as of two
weeks before the show, thereisoneleft. If
you have any questions please e-mail
Tracy White at whitet @blar g.net.

Table prices are $45 per table for oneto
three total tables and $40 atable for four or
more.

Attending Vendors:

Skyway Model Shop - Models and
aftermarket sets (five tables)

RandJ Enterprises-Armor kitsand
conversions (four tables)

Just Plane Hobbies - Models and aftermar-
ket (four tables)

Masterpiece Models (three tables)
Green-Mountain Co. (two tables)

Eagle Editions

Kancali's Custom Modeling accessories -
Dioramasupplies (onetable)

Far East Hobbies (one table)

CraftWorks (onetable)

Far West (three tables)

Steven Preston (two tables)

Everett Quam (two tables)

Garland Angleton (two tables)

Mike Lane (two tables)

Terry Davis (two tables)

Bob Berry (two tables)

Andrew Birkbeck (onetable)

Jim Hardersen (onetable)

Steve Cozad - Wood bases and misc. kits
(onetable)

John Greer (onetable)

Rab Otero (onetable)

Rick Heinbaugh (onetable)

Scott Taylor (onetable)

Jim Schubert (onetable)

Andrew Birkbeck (onetable)
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2005 Spring Show
Categories

Please note that some categories have
been changed or refined since last year's
show, particularly in the Space Fact/
Experimental/Future Technol ogies subsec-
tion.

JUNIOR: (Agesthrough 15. At their
discretion juniors may enter senior
classes)

001. Aircraft

002. Armor

003. Automotive

004. Space Fact/Experimental/Future
Technologies

005. Prefinished (any subject)

006. Miscellaneous (incl. figures, dino-
saurs, naval)

Best Junior Award

AIRCRAFT:
101. 1/73rd and smaller; al subjects
102. 1/72nd single prop
103. 1/48th single prop
A.Axis
B.Allied
104. 1/72nd multi prop
105. 1/48th multi prop
106. 1/32nd and larger prop
107. 1/72ndsinglejet
108. 1/48th singlejet
109. 1/72nd multi jet
110. 1/48th multi jet
111. 1/32nd and larger jet
112. Civil, sport, racing, airships; al scales
113. Airliners; all scales
114. Rotary wing; all scales
115. Biplanes/Vintage Types; al scales
116. Miscellaneous; scratchbuilts, vacs,
and conversions
Best Aircraft Award

MILITARY VEHICLESAND WEAPONS:
201. 1/35th and larger, closed top through
1945

A.Axis

B.Allied
202. 1/35th and larger, closed top after 1945

203. 1/35th and larger opentop AFV, half-
tracks and self-propelled guns
204. 1/36th and smaller, all erasand
subjects

A.Axis

B.Allied
205. Soft-skinned, all erasand scales
206. Towed artillery and missiles, dl eras
and scales
207. Miscellaneous; scratchbuilts, and
conversions
Best Military Vehicle/Weapons Award

FIGURES: Horse and rider, mounted or
dismounted are asinglefigure. Two figures
onabase areadiorama. (Space Fact/Sci-fi
[Fantasy figures excluded.)

301. Smaller than 54mm (excluding 1/35th)
302. 54mm (including 1/35th)

303. Larger than 54mm

Best Figure Award

SHIPS:

401. Powered - 1/700th and smaller
402. Powered - larger than1/700th
403. Unpowered

404. Submarines

Best Ship Award

AUTOMOTIVE: (All scales; non-military)
501. Factory Stock

502. Hot Rods

503. Custom

504. Pick-up trucks

505. Commercia Truck, Van, Fireand
Rescue, Misc

506. Competition - Closed Whesl
507. Competition - Open Wheel

508. Matorcycle

Best Automotive Award

SPACEFACT/EXPERIMENTAL/FUTURE
TECHNOLOGIES: dl scales

601. Space Fact

602. Aerospace Testbeds and Record
Breakers (excludes pure prototypes)

603. Sci-fi, Vehicles

604 Sci-fi, Figures, and Creatures (exclud-
ing dinosaurs)

Best Space Fact/ Experimental/Future
Technologies Award

DIORAMA: (al scales) A dioramaistwo or
more modelsrelating totell astory.

701. Aircraft

702. Automotive

703.Armor

704. Space facts/ Future Technologies/
Fantasy (including dinosaurs)

705. Naval

706. FigureDiorama

Best DioramaAward

OTHERCLASSES

801. Callections(five or morerelated
models)

802. Flights of Fancy/Hypotheticals (all
scales)

803. Prefinished (all subjectsand scales)
804 Anima g/Dinosaurs

805 1949 Schneider Aircraft

806 Miscellaneous (anything not covered
above)

SPECIALAWARDS:
Seelisting on Page 3.

NOTES

a. Prior IPM S-Seattle First Placewinning
modelsarenot eligible.

b. IPMS-USA National Contest Rules
generaly apply.

¢. Head judges’ decisionsarefinal!

d. Only one category per model.

€. Where classes are subject to interpreta-
tion, the entrant may choose the category;
e.g.,al/48th Fiat CR.42 could beenteredin
class103 or 115; a1/72nd Pittsin 102, 112,
or 115. Judges may reassign modelsto a
more appropriate class at their discretion.
f. If your dioramaisoverly large, or has
special requirements, please phone ahead.
g. At thejudges’ discretion, “Highly
Commended” ribbons may also be
awarded.

h. At the judges’ discretion categories may
be split.

i. Judgeswear |D tags. After awards are
posted, feel free to discuss your results
with them.
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1949 Schneider Trophy
Race - Toward the Finish
Line

by Tim Nelson

It has been afun and wacky year, and we
are now lessthan two weeks from the big
event. Over 75 race numbers have been
assigned, some even to folks other than
Mike Millette. | hope at this|ate stage that
you have completed your entries or will do
so very, very soon. Our troika of judges,
John Alcorn, John Amendola, and Norm
Filer, stand at the ready. The forecast for
the Firth of Forth appears unseasonably
favorable.

Hereisafina update on plansfor culmina-
tion of the 1949 Schneider Trophy Race at
the Spring Show. All Schneider ' 49er
entrantswill receive akeepsake certificate
to commemoratetheir participation,
designed by Mssr. Jim Schubert. The
event will be judged as a category by the
aforementioned trio, based on standard

| PM S/Sesttlecriteria- 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
places will be awarded on that basis. The
First Place winner will be bestowed the
spectacular 1949 Schneider Trophy itself,
created by Steve Cozad and Bill Osborn.
Honorable Mentionswill also be awarded
at the judges’ discretion. In addition, just
for fun, thefollowing awardswill be
distributed as determined by the judges:

- Mitchell/Castoldi Design Brilliance Award
(Best design)

- Probable Race Winner Award
- Best “History”
- Best Remote/Electronic Entry

- Peoples' Choice Award (based on
attendee voting)

- Flying Flirt’ sFavorites (Honorable
Mention)

We are planning amini-ceremony for the
1949 Schneider event prior to the major
show awards.

Remember to complete aone page“ his-
tory” of your racer, and to bring two
copiesto the Spring Show on April 16: one
for display and one for the judges. When
all issaid and done, | would liketo collect
electronic copies of al the histories, and
combine with photos from the event to
post on the web or publish on acommemo-
rativeCD.

If you’ ve forgotten the rules or the
premise, you can review all of itintheflyer
posted at:

http:/Mmww.ipms-seattle.or g/Springshow/
1949SCHNEIDERFLY ER pdf

Whether you areinit for grinsor glory:
good luck, good racing, and don’t cut any
pylons!

Mike Grant Decals Finnish
Air Force - Brewster Moddl
239

by Hal Marshman, Sr, and Chris
L ebucha

Some time ago,
Mike Grant of
Mike Grant
Decalswas
good enough to
send me some
decals to use
and try out.
Among the
assortment was
his latest 1/48™"
scale set for the
Brewster 239 in
Finnish Service.

These decals looked absolutely gorgeous,
but | was not up for a Brewster at this
time. | looked around for a good builder
who could do a good model, and use the
decalsto their best effect. Chris Lebucha,
a fellow member of IPMS Bay Colony, was
good enough to step up. What follows is
Chris assessment. - Hal

Thiswasmy first experiencewith decals
from this manufacturer and my overall
impression was positive.

On the plus side this was an unusual
subject of avery colorful scheme. These
are among the thinnest decals | have ever
worked with. Now one could assume that
thiswould trandate into delicate or flimsy
aswell, but this was not the case. With the
ordinary amount of proper carethey were
easy to move into position and even after
being on the model for aminute or so were
still repositionable. Even the fact that you
had to cut out each decal individually was
not a hindrance once | realized not to cut
too close. Thecarrier film absolutely
vanished once the finishing process was
complete. | made the mistake of cutting
one roundel too closely and it chipped a
little on the edge. | was afraid that the
carrier filmwould betoo prominent if not
trimmed very closely but this turned out to
be an unwarranted fear. Being asthin as
they were they also settled down into
grooves and panel linesvery well. | did not
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use any solvents to get them to conform
and they look about as close to paint as
you can expect decals to look. They also
requirevery littletimeinwater to rel ease
from the backing; | would say that adip of
20 seconds or so was plenty.

On the negative side the most noticeable
flaw was that the white used in the
national insignia was not opague. This
was most obvious on the underside of the
wings where the insignia straddled the
yellow wing tips and the gray overall wing
color. On the topside the camouflage of
olive green and black blended better, and
the white does a better job of blocking the
underlying colors. If these were used on a
single color scheme they would actually
have the desirabl e effect of replicating
faded paint by allowing some of the
underlying color to show through. The
green used in the numbers on the side of
the fuselage did show up quite well
against the black. My other color observa
tion was that the blue of the national
insignia appears much darker than the few
photos of these planes that | have seen.
The only other caution involves the
numbering of the decals on the sheet. The
same number is used for both right and left
side decals, but in a couple of instances
the actual decals were handed and so the
possibility of putting the wrong decal on a
given side does exist if you're not very
careful.

In closing, the best question to ask about
aproduct is: Would | use it again?
Definitely. | was pleased with the ease of
application and with thefinal ook except
for the opacity of the white. Knowing this
problem exists| would simply useeither
paint or white decal to bolster the color of
the white in the future. The way that the
carrier film disappears after aflat coat
really makes the decals an attractive
addition to the model.

| might add that Mike Grant includes
markings for a Finnish Ju 88A on the
sheet, as well as markings for an overall
silver B-239. The attached pictures are of

Chris' build, taken by Bob Magina. The orange “ 4" and the victory marks are
model still needs a prop and other bits, both surrounded with clear carrier, but
but the finish and decal work are com- notice no silvering, or definable edges.
plete. Note the close up of the tail. The
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Emhar 1/35" Scale Mk 1V
“Male”

by Bob LaBouy

“What the heck iswith him anyway...”

Somebody is going to ask, “Why isthe
world is he building those things?’ Like
many of us, | model inlarge part to
visualize history. Along with my
longstanding (and totally unrealized)
interest in modeling armor, | have been
interested in the horrific history which
unfolded asthe“ The Great War” in a
reasonably small portion of Europefrom
1914 through 1919. My grandfather
actually was there, though his participa-
tioninthe Army’srailroad corpskept him
from the terrible destruction and dezath that
marked this First World War.

While | am not going to try to provide a
history or an overview of World War |, a
few factoids should assist in abasic
understanding of that conflict. Most
historians agreed it was a most devastat-
ing war and though there are those who
applaud the many technological “advance-
ments’ of that war, thewar basically
centered on afew areasin France and
Belgium. Thelossof life, disabilities, and
injuries (which lingered from most victims
for their entirelife) werevery extensive.
Just look at the numbers (from asummary
of WW 1):

. s _+.- ! = :
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A few moreexamples:

By July 31, 1916 the Germanson the
Somme had lost 160,000 men and the
British and French 200,000, yet the front
line had moved scarcely threemilesina
month.

Of the British Empire’s 1 million dead, the
bodies of morethan 500,000 were never
found or were not identified. The French
total of unidentified dead was 1.7 million.

The largest monument to the unknowns, at
Thiepval, recordsthe names of 70,000 who
perished in the futile Somme campaigns of

Country Dead Wounded Prisoner
Great Britain 947,000 2,122,000 192,000
France 1,385,000 3,044,000 446,000
Russia 1,700,000 4,950,000 2,500.000
Italy 460,000 947.000 530,000
United States 115,000 206,000 4500
Germany 1,808,000 4,247,000 618,000
Austria- Hungary 1,200,000 3,620,000 2,200,000
Turkey 325,000 400,000 NA
Totals 7,940,000 19,536,000 5,960,500

1916-17. Beyond the British cemeteries
running from the Sommeto the North Sea
(150 cemeteries surround Ypresalone),
there lies a host of other men whose
deathsare not commemorated - 1.5 million
soldiersof the Hapsburg empire, 2 million
Germans, 460,000 Italians, 1.7 million
Russians, and uncounted thousands of
Turks, Portuguese, and Americans.

| know when | visited some of the WW |
battlefields, fortifications and trenches,
and read the testaments of the survivors, |
couldn’t help but marvel that anyone
survived. According to all accounts, the
carnage and smell was unbelievable.

It was horrible by any measure, but |
digress. As| mentioned last month, | am
attempting to learn how to finish armor
models, having long noticed that those
build “targets’ seem to have moved their
art form to aplateau abovewherel amin
completing aircraft and ship models. | am
not talking about having the ration packs
on the hoods of trucks or mud and snow
splashed about on the model. | am
interested in the basic painting, weathering
and shading effects that armor models
appear to display so often. Somehow in my
early modeling development, these aspects
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of the art form passed right by me, or at
least | wasn’t paying any attention when
they went over this aspect of Model
Building 101, soit’sback to Modeling 50
forme...

In my quest to learn how to finish basic
armor kits, there are many subjectswho
interest me and onevital area(at least in
my interests) isto try to gain someinsight
into the infancy of armor and brings me
back to World War 1.

| looked over the kits of WW | tanks and
found at least three that seem to represent
significant aspects of the development of
early armored fighting vehicles. There
don’t appear to be many kits, but luckily
for me, at least three are availableand |
have been able to obtain a good deal of
material and some decent photographic
references for these subjects: the British
Mark A “Whippet” (covered in my prior
notes), Mark IV heavy, and the German
A7V heavy tanks.

With several million armed troopsfighting
in and around the trenches of Europe,
tanks were both a new innovation and
availablein very limited numbers, asone
last table included at the end of the article
will illustrate.

Over 500 of these “landships’ were used
in the British-Canadian-Australian attack
at the Battle of Amiens. Most carried both
the British with 6-pounder guns and/or
.303 Lewisor Hotchkins machine guns
were used as armament.

This 1/35th scale model was completed as
it camefrom the box. Whilethe Emhar kits
areabit simple and do not contain Tamiya
likedetail they are quite nice, especially for
anovicelike myself. | used only aportion

of the kits decals, asthere are markings
provided for anumber of both British and
German tanks. Again, thistank has none of
the many external details of more modern
tanks, resulting in a construction effort
less demanding than many of the modern
subjects. Thisis probably largely a
personal preference. Thiskit provides
ample opportunity, should you be inter-
ested, in opening panels, doors, gun ports,
and other detailed aspects of the tank. |
expect more experienced model erswould
do so and further enhance their models. |
am still taking baby steps at this point.
Thiskitisgenerally sold for about $22 to
$25 &t retail.

Again, | digress dlightly to mention that
whilethisisakit of aBritish subject, |

have chosen to finish it in the markings (or
ascloseas| can approximate) for aGerman
deployed Mk 1V. Somejailhouse lawyer out
thereisthinking, “what the heck, it'sa
British tank, why the German markings?’
TheBritish built almost 1,200 of the Mk IV
tanksalone. The Germanstook approxi-
mately a hundred of these tanksinto their
inventory, and repaired and employed
approximately forty Mk 1V tanksto counter
theAllied efforts. | alsofelt the German
camouflaged markingswerealot “ sexier”
and lent themselves to a more satisfying
mode.

Thekit decals appear to be a bit thick on
the backing paper. | was pleasantly
surprised to find them perfectly usable.
They arein fact rather thin, and quickly
and easily move from their backing onto
the model. One caution though: | found
these decals (even with an ample supply of
decal setting agent on the model) are
extremely quick to set in place and repulse
most efforts to move or reposition them,
once off their backing. | chose * Paul”
because | have a pretty decent photo of it
and knew Paul Ludwig would be honored.
| experienced some seriousdifficulty in
hiding the decals, due to the surrounding
rivets and panel details. While | under-
stand there is an expensive set of aftermar-
ket treads available for thistank, | know of
no decals, though | suspect you could
employ some 1/48th scale aircraft decals
for these markingsif necessary.

Asalong time modeler, thisismy second
“serious’ kit of a“target.” Thekitisvery
straightforward; it (likethe Mk A last
month) has few parts and very simple,
three-page instructions to either follow or
not. Thisisavery nicekit, appearsto be
correct in basic shape, dimensions, and
appearance. As noted earlier, a serious
modeler can have a superdetailing field
day with thiskit. Thereisamost no seam
filling needed. Sincel am doing thesekits,
at least in part, to learn and practice
finishing and detailing, the abundant
amount of surface detail (rivets, tread,
panel lines, gun ports, and doors) allows
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me to practice the art of painting and dry
brushing way beyond my threshold of
pain. I’ ve seen John Frazier spend an hour
on asinglerivet; thiskit will be about a
two-to-three year project for John. | had
the basic kit together and ready to paint
within athree-to-four hour period and
probably spent another 20 hours painting
and finishing this critter. Thiskit comesin
both the “male” and “female” versions,
with the difference being that the “ female’
version has only machine gunsin the side
sponsons.

Again, | was pleasantly surprised by the
numerous references on the Internet,
including photos of this same early “tank.”
Thereiseven aQuickTime video showing
the Mk 1V moving across atrench during
WW I, which provided me with increased
understanding and appreciation of the
rhomboid design for the Mk |-V series of
tanks, which greatly enhanced its cross-
country ability.

super-sized traction device and aided in
traversing muddy or soft areas. My other
additionisthefascine (O.K., the bundle)
on top. These sometimes very large
bundles of wood, scraps of cut lumber, tree
branches, or even wooden boxes were
employed by rolling them
forward off therailsinto trenches

when the tank’s length and prow
design wasn't long enough to
allow the trench to be breached.
You canimagine how frightening
itwasfor the18-mancrewin
these 28-ton monsters when they
became upended in a trench and
were unable to maneuver or
extract themselves. During one
battle near Poperinge, Belgium
(part of the larger battles of
Ypres), over half the British tanks
incapacitated werelost simply
because they
became bogged
down and unable to

Among the two small items| added (see
the photos) isthe traction timber (my
name, | have no ideawhat it wasreally
called) or unditching beam. These heavy
wooden beams were stored toward the aft
end of therails above the tank. They used
the beam by attaching it (with chains) to
the tank’s tread and rolled forward and the
tank ran over the beam providing avery
broad traction tool. This allowed the tank a

MOove across or out
of the trenches.

Onceagain, alack of any real
color referencesforced meto
use acombination of my
limited research, available
references and “modeler and
artist license” (imagination
really) asto both the color
and markingsfor thismodel.
The color isacombination of

the artist’s renderings I’ ve gathered,
articlestalking about their markings, and
photos. Both the Bovington and Brussels
museum examples appear to bein original
(and possibly not even touched-up?)
colorsand markings. Whilel tried to
restrain limited imagination, | am pleased
with results.

| recommend that you look at last month’s
notes (for the Mk A) to see the paint
application method | employed on this
model. | used acombination of eight
different Model Master enamel colorsto
arrive at the combination that | hopeis
representative of this German WW | finish.
It's anybody’s guess as to how close |
may have actually come.
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| would really appreciate any and all Thanksfor looking. | apologizefor the
feedback you may have for me. | should be  lengthy description and hope you'll
sitting back there, playing with another kit~ understand (once again)?

as we muddle through today’s meeting.

Tank Production, 1916-1918

Year UK France Germany Italy USA
1916 150 - - - -
1917 1277 800 - - -
1918 1391 4,000 20 6 (73
Totals 2818 4,800 20 6 A
Grand Total (all combatants) 7728 (99% by allies)

Upcoming Model Shows and Aviation Events

Saturday, April 16

| PM S Seattle Spring Show. 9AM —4 PM. Renton Community Center, 1715 Maple Valley Highway, Renton, WA. Entry fees- Contest
entry: adults, $10 (unlimited number of models); juniors $5 (unlimited number of models); spectators $5. List of special awardson page
3. Full detailson pages 3-5. For moreinformation, contact Terry Mooreat 425-774-6343, or visit theweb site at www.ipms-seattle.org

Sunday, April 24
U2 at Key Arena, Seattle. No, this has nothing to do with modeling, but if you get achance, by al means, go. And if you happen to
have an extraticket, please contact the Editor!

Sunday, May 1

Model Car Sunday 16. Presented by |PM S/Puget Sound Auto Modelers. 9AM —4 PM. Puyallup Elks Club, 314 - 27 St. NE, Puyallup.
Entry fees- Contest entry: $5 for up to three models, $1 for each additional model; spectators, adults, $5, juniors, $2. Car modelsonly.
Theme class— Custom Show Rods. For swap meet tableinfo, send L SASE to Vince Housley, 30932 — 114" L ane SW, Auburn, WA,
98092, or phone 253-350-2831.

Saturday, June4

20" Club Anniversary M odel Show and Contest. Presented by IPMSAcesWild. 9AM —4 PM. Lair Student Center, Spokane Commu-
nity College, 1810 N. Greene St., Spokane. Entry fees— Contest entry: adults, $5 (unlimited number of models); juniors, free; spectators,
$1. For moreinfo, visit www.iinet.com/~mdt2/2005aceswildcont.html

Friday —Sunday, June17-19
IPM SRegion 7 ReCon. Presented by IPM SAnchorage, AK. Moreinformation coming soon...
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The Bearcat of the 100
Hour War

by Sephen Tontoni and Terry D.
Moore

InJuly 1969 abrief conflict, rooted in
economic disparity and border issues, was
fought between Honduras and El Salvador.
Tensions between the two nations had
been growing for sometimewhich
culminated a brief four-day conflict known
asthe 100 Hour War. The popular media
often refersto it as the football or soccer
war, even though the World Cup football
matches between the two nations just prior
to the start of the war were not the main
reason for the conflict.

It was one of the last warswhere propeller
driven fighters faced each other including
Corsairs vs Corsairs and Mustangs. DC-3s
were used as bombers and numerous other
aging aircraft typeswere used to minimal
effect.

A little known sideshow to this conflict
wasthe story of asingle Grumman F8F
Bearcat aircraft which was used by both
sidesin the conflict. With tensions
growing between the two nations, the
government of Honduras made an effort to
obtain additional aircraft. One source that

bore fruit was the purchase of three F8F
Bearcats from the government of South
Vietnam. The Bearcatsthat Vietham had
flown in the past had been relegated to
gate guards and museum pieces asthe U.S
involvement in that conflict provided
Vietnam with thelatest military hardware.
One aircraft was shipped to Honduras and
arrived on thefirst day of thewar. Consid-
ering that the Bearcat had not been flown
in many yearsit wasin fairly good
condition, and
wasmade
airworthy injust
two days. On
the third day of
the war the
aircraft was
flown to Tonto
deAbril airfield
near the front
lines by
Teniente
(Lieutenant) 1.B.
Fulenia. AImost
immediately the
airplanewas
called upon for
itsfirst mission,
to bomb

advancing Salvadoran forces. A bomb was
slung under the right wing of the Bearcat
and Fulenia attempted to take off. Unfortu-
nately, a heavy rain shower just before
takeoff had rendered the grassfield very
soggy and with the unbalanced load and
Fulenya sunfamiliarity withtheaircraft, it
ran off the side of the runway and bogged
down in the mud. An attempt was made to
freethe aircraft but rapidly advancing
Salvadoran forces forced a Honduran
retreat from thefield.

Advancing Salvadoran forces rapidly
overtook Tonto de Abril airfield and found
the Bearcat firmly stuck in themud. With
the use of several trucksit was freed with
minimal damage (the main gear doorshad
to be removed). It was decided to attempt
to use it against Honduran ground forces.
Theaircraft was very hastily repainted in
FAS (FuerzaAerea Salvadorena) camou-
flage. However, the only blue paint in the
region was the wrong color and conse-
quently the roundels were painted
incorrectly.

Thenew owners of the Bearcat immedi-
ately made ready for itsmission. Salva-
doran Capitan Juan Feinde arrived at the
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field and was just preparing to take off
when the word arrived that a cease fire had
been called. Thewar was over.

Asfor the Bearcat? Its fate is unknown.
Information from the days and weeks just
after the conflict has been lost to history,
as has the Bearcat. With the end of the 100
Hour War, the Honduran government
cancelled the shipment of the other two
Bearcats and thereafter started moderniz-
ing their air force with more up-to-date
equipment.

Every year, the Salvadoran pilot, Capitan
Feinde and the aerotecnicos (ground
support crew) that almost got the Bearcat
into the air that day gather together every
year and celebrate what they call “diade
los Tontos de Abril”.

The modél of choicefor this project was
the Hobbycraft 1/48th scale Bearcat. Both
were built straight out of the box. The
bomb camefromtheAM TBM Avenger kit.
Terry built the Honduran version and
Stephen built the Salvadoran version.

Wewould liketo thank “Im” JessKidding
and JuriaBiessin for providing all the
availableinformation on the Bearcat of the
100 Hour War.

Spitfire Bookshelf

by Scott Kruize

20,334 Supermarine Spitfireswerebuilt
during World War 1, but only 14,233
Hawker Hurricanes. Clearly Spitswere
42.8% morein demand than Hurris.

Therewereonly three marks of Hurricanes
put into mass production. (More Mark
numberswere assigned, but primarily for
accounting purposes, such as tracking
versions made in Canada; they weren't
different in any substantial way.) On the
other hand, Spitfiresweremadein 22
different marks. That'sa733% differencel

Thefighter plane’'s most important single
performance characteristicis, of course,
maximum speed. The Hawker Hurricane
Mark 11, which was the one madein largest
numbers, could at best - if it wasn't too
shot up or worn out from constant combat
against thefleets of Luftwaffeaircraft it
was aways confronting - do only 342
m.p.h. at 22,000 ft. Contrast thiswith the
SpitfireMark 1 X, also madein the greatest
numbers. At the same atitude, it could
clock 404 m.p.h.! That's 18 percent better
than the Hurricane!

The Hurricane’' swingswere straight-
tapered, which has only the virtue of being
quick and easy to build. It's so mundane.
The Spitfire’swings, on the other hand, are
truly dliptical, making for maximum
aerodynamic efficiency and (of course)
those elegant, inspiring race plane-like
lines!

The Hurricane's fuselage was also
mundane: steel tubing bolted together with
Hawkers Patent swaged fittings, with light
plywood formers and thin wooden
stringers all around, the whole covered
with cloth. Irishlinen, for Heaven's sake! -
| mean, thisisawarplanewe retalking
about!

Hawker and Gloster made them that way
only because they knew how - they’d been
doing it sincethe 20s- so it was quick,
easy, and economical. They delivered four
hundred Hurricanes before Supermarine
could cobble up even forty of their Spits,
conceived from the start to use flush-
riveted stressed-skin construction, which
at the time was “ cutting edge” technol ogy,
very expensive and difficult to do, but
producing perfect streamlined lines.
Obviously: whichiscooler?

No wonder, then, that there was a*“ Spitfire
Fund”, but no Hurricane fund. It'slike the
difference between the old dependable
plow horsein the barn, and the elegant
thoroughbred over at the gentry estate’'s
racing stable: which do you want to back
with your last pound sterling? There's no
glamour to the draft horse and one can’t
imaginethelittle English kids, their maiden
aunts, or their Boer War-veteran grandfa-
thers getting excited about gathering up
their last shillings and old aluminum pots
for Hurricanes!

Even Hawker recognized this, and stopped
making Hurricanes as soon as they could,
in order to come up with better airplanes.
Not right away, what with bad elements
starting up with such inexcusable rude-
ness and unpleasantries. They needed to
befirmly andimmediately chastised with
the largest heavy blunt object at hand, and
the Hurricane was indeed at hand and had
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to be used. And it seems that when one of
these bullies gets started, others just seem
to spring out of the woodwork: first Nazi
Germany, then Fascist Italy, finally Imperia
Japan... So what with one thing and
another, Hurricanes had to stay in produc-
tion awhile. But that's not to say that
Hawkersdidn’t aspireto make something
more high class and elegant at the earliest
opportunity.

At Supermarine, in complete contrast, they
made the samekind of planeall during the
War. Just because Reginald Mitchell died
surely doesn’t mean that the remaining
employees couldn’t design other
aeroplanes. They must’ ve kept improving
the Spitfire because they knew it was their
heavenly gift to British aviation technol-
ogy, not that they were incompetent.
Whereas Sidney Camm at Hawker was hot
dead, and obvioudly realized before the
prototype had even returned from itsfirst
flight that he could design better airplanes.
So he did so: the Typhoon, then the
Tempest, and finally the Sea Fury, at the
absolute pinnacle of piston engine fighter
development.

Plowhor se

Obviously the Spitfirewas
much better than the Hurri-
cane.

Here'saconfirming quotefrom
Chapter 2 of Spitfire: A
Complete Fighting History,
Alfred Price. They'refromthe
reminiscences of Air Commo-
doreHenry lliffe Cozens, C.B.
AFC.:

“During theseintensiveflying trials, Air
Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding, C-In-C
Fighter Command, visited usat Oxford. |
showed him over the Spitfire and then we
went to my office. When wewere alone
together he told me the position regarding
thisaircraft, if it cameto awar. He said that
the Hurricane was a great success and it
could take on the Junkers 88 and the other
German aircraft but the Messerschmitt 109
was more than amatch. So his question
was. could the Spitfiretake onthe 109?1f it
could, then Fighter Command was pre-
pared for war.

“1 became convinced that Spitfire could
indeed take on the Messerschmitt 109 and
any other fighter then in existence.”

Spoken like atrue Spitfire aficionado!

| have alot of books on my bookshelf all
about the Spitfire. Therefore, | shall be
writing this column as Spitfire Bookshel f
from now on.

Wait forit...April Fool!

N

“Operation Freeze’
Corsair

by Sephen Tontoni

Onthe Upper Solomon island of Peleliu
during 1944, therewas an individual with
Marine squadron VMF-122 who figured
out how to makeice cream by flying the
ingredientsto 30,000 feet in an F4U-1D
Corsair. Initial experimentswiththe
container held in the center line bomb rack
proved inefficient since the heat from the
exhaust kept theice cream from freezing.
Eventually two five-gallon jerry canswere
modified and carried at access panels near
the aircraft wingtips. Within each jerry can,
a shaft turned by awind-driven propeller
stirred the contents. To makeice cream, the
twowingtip deviceswerefilled witha
concoction based on powdered milk and
cocoapowder. The planeflying at 30,000
feet not only made ice cream; they also
provided valuableflight training, instru-
ment testing, and enticement for the
Japanese to expend their AAA ammuni-
tion.

Of course the primary mission wasto
produce 10 gallons of soft chocolateice
creamwith eachflight. It really wasn't
enough since there were many mouths to
feed on that island as the word got out
about the “ Operation Freeze” Corsair.

ThisistheAcademy 1/72nd F4U-1D and
it'sreally quiteanicekit. It'sgot some
decent detail and the profile looks pretty
good to me. They missed the boat on a
couple of items though. First, the shell
gjector chutesfor the .50s" are mere
outlines and should be improved upon.
Second, the flaps are only in the up
position (I don't understand why the big
model manufacturers out there don’t
provide separately molded flapsin 1/72nd
scale). Of course, | had to drop the flaps
and since they didn’t quite fit after the
sawing was finished, | had to sort of fudge
it. (Soto speak) For theinterior, | just
dropped in aTrue Detailsresin cockpit.
Whileit was masked for painting, | did




IPMS Seattle Chapter Newsdl etter

Page 15

drop the whol e thing and the tub became
loose. | eventually had to glueit in place
while holding the fuselage upside down.
Why aren’t there any video crews around
for our more awkward moments?

Other than some klutzy moments, the
model went together quitewell. | found
some nice decals for Marine outfits and
cobbled together alikely color scheme and
markings; unfortunately | have no pictures
of the prototype “ Operation Freeze”
Corsair to go by. The nice decals turned
out to be quite old; they were thin
Microscale decals that were annoyingly
brittle. | figureon “weathering” strategi-
cally to conceal some of my greater sins.

| painted it with Floquil enamelsfor
everything except for the underside which
isModel Master InsigniaWhite. | experi-
mented with building a patinaof earth
tones over the camouflage. First | shot a
dusting of USN Blue Gray over the Sea
Blue, then streaked SeaBluein afew likely
places (mostly for interest), then shot
Grimy Black for theexhaust. Onawhim, |
thinned that color drastically, and then
shot that over the whole model. Since |
liked that, more seemed better; after
shooting aflat coat down, | gave avery
light dusting of Floquil Dust. | don’t know
how well it worked, but | am pleased with
the results.

The canopy issimply dipped in Future and
therigging added with Tippet line. | really
enjoyed this project. Anyone up for aBen
and Jerry’srun?
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Golden Age Sarsof IPMS
#28

Nowheredid | say that all Golden Age
Starsof IPMShad to be female. Or that
they had to be movie stars. Satchel Paige
was one of the greatest stars in baseball
history, and these photos were too good
to pass up. In 1946, while pitching for the
Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro
American League, Paige was presented
with hisown Cessna 140, completewith
his name on the side. Paigeis shownin
one of the photos with boxer Henry
Armstrong.

At that time, the Negro L eagues were
about to start their decline, due to the loss
of their best players to the white majors.
Jackie Robinson had been signed by the
Brooklyn Dodgers, and was playing his
only minor league season in Montreal, the
first African-Americanto play inwhite
organized baseball since the 19" Century.
Already in hisforties, Paige seemed too
old to get a shot at the majors, despite

being the premier pitcher in
the Negro Leagues during the
1930s. In July 1948, however,
he was signed by the Cleve-
land Indians, and helped them
to aWorld Series champion-
ship by crafting a6-1 record
and a2.48 ERA. Paige pitched
effectively into the early ‘ 50s;
in 1953 he became, at age 47,
the oldest player ever to
appear intheAll-Star Game.
Paige was inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Famein 1971.

Whether he actually learned

to fly his Cessna, | have no idea.
But | wouldn’t be at all surprised.

Paige’'s Cessnaisstill on the civil

register, owned by a Thomas
Kendall in Tucson, Arizona. |

really hope he’s abaseball fan.

M eeting Reminder
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Map e o ecE's

April 9
10AM - 1PM

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
Craft Room
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions. From Sesattle or from 1-405, take 520 East to
the 148th Ave NE exit. Take the 148th Ave North exit
(the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The
Senior Center will beonyour left. The Center itself is
not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost
inthe median.



