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sources, and this machine was no excep-
tion. Much of the camouflage pattern on
the rear fuselage of this plane was also
repainted by brush with light earth brown,
whilethetail was heavily repainted in both
light earth brown and avery dark green.
The spinner was painted in acolor,
perhaps Dark Olive Drab, that better
matched the dark pattern of the factory
camouflage. The fuselage number and pilot
name were in white, the shark head wasin
red, white, and black, and “Katydid” was
in yellow under the exhaust stacks. One
small victory flag can be seen under the
canopy, and the pilot’s name was in white
on both sides. By Spring 1943 three
“meatballs’ werein place, aswell asa
replacement lower port cowl panel witha
dlightly mismatched shark mouth.

Robert E. Smith wasone of theoriginal
cadre of 16" FSpilotsthat arrived in China
inJune 1942. During hisyear with the 16"
FShewas credited with four aircraft
destroyed, two probables, and two
damaged. After he returned from this tour
he was posted in 1944 to Britain as part of
the Lightning-equipped 367" FG. Hewas
credited with one German aircraft damaged
before being killed in action on astrafing
mission over France on June 22, 1944.
(Sources: CM photos & data; CBI
Warhawk Aces, p. 21; McDowell, p. 47
Shamburger, p. 160; Fei Hu video.)

Fig. 14: P-40E-1Kittyhawk Mk.1A“HQ-
A.” NZ3007, of No. 14 Sq. RNZAF, was
photographed over New Zealand in
January 1943. ThisRNZAF planewas
entirely repainted in the distinctive
RNZAF blue and green pattern scheme
noted in connection with figure 10. While
the painters did an admirable job of closely
following the original Curtiss pattern, the
result was of course till dlightly “off”
everywhere, not just in afew places as one
might expect as simple mass production
variances. The demarcations are obviously
sprayed too, not masked, the treatment of
the area under the rear vision glassis
unusual for aKittyhawk, and, most
tellingly, thereisa“halo” wherethe
canopy was quickly masked off before
repainting. The nose, back to the middle of
the cockpit, was highly polished too. As

remarked previoudly, field mixed blue-grays
wereinitially used to replace the brown of
Curtiss camouflage schemes, but by 1943 a
standard Ocean Blue/Pacific Blue color
wasavailable. The blueon thisexample
was quite light in tone, but whether it was
afield-mixed or “standard” paint cannot be
determined. TheKiwi paintersalso
replaced the Curtiss dark green with an
even darker green (at least inrelation to

the faded original finish), possibly RAAF
Foliage Green. Curtiss original color may
have been retained for the undersurfaces
and the spinner, but, considering the date
and comprehensiveness of the upper
surfacerefinishingwork, itisjust aslikely
that another RNZAF color, Sky Green, had
replaced it. Thiswas adarker, moreintense
version of RAF Sky, and thefinal compo-
nent of the new RNZAF pattern scheme.
By thistimetheinsigniawere updated with
local paints based on the RAF “ C-type’
with reduced white areas and, on the
fuselage, yellow outlines. RNZAF painters
often continued to use the brighter prewar
types of insignia colors rather than the dull
wartime versions. This, with the usua
fading, produced the very light roundel
tones seen on this plane and others. The
red areas were still present on fuselage
roundels and fin flashes, but had been
replaced by blue on wing roundels.
(Further changesin RNZAF insigniaand
markingswould take place of course.)
Serialswere black, and by thistimealight
gray was likely used for codes. (Sources:
Christy & Ethell, pp. 105-106; McDowell, p.
39; Colouring Book #46)

Fig. 15: P-40E-1

“sand and spinach” camouflage paint of
light earth brown, dark green, and light
gray, with afew touch-ups. Note the darker
colors on the rudder that suggest it was a
replacement from alessweathered plane,
or oneoriginally finished in different green
and brown colors. The serial wasinyellow,
and the fuselage stripe in white. A close
examination of the reference photo
indicates that only the spinner cap wasin
the characteristic 11" FSyellow, whilethe
rear of the spinner was till in Curtiss’ light
gray camouflage. Wheel discswere
probably yellow. Thefuselageinsigniawas
faded, with adarker blue edge, probably
theresultinrepaintingamid-1943red
surround. By thistimefew of the 11" FS's
P-40scarried itsfamous*“ Aleutian Tiger”
on the nose. The squadron also did not
assign aircraft to pilots, so there was no
personal artwork on this one. Note the
cold weather shroud for the exhaust stack.
The 3439 FG flew various P-40 modelsfrom
early 1942 until May-June 1945, when it
wasfinally re-equipped with P-38s.
(Source: CM photo & data.)
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11" FS 343 FG flight line, Adak Island,
mid-late 1943. (Carl Molesworth)

Kittyhawk §n
136150, of the
11" FS/343¢ FG,
was photo-
graphed at Adak,
Aleutiansin Fall
1943. Thelast
theater to see P- -
40Esinfirgt-line <
service was :
probably the
Aleutians. This
planestill wore
theoriginal,
faded, Curtiss
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14. Kittyhawk Mk. IA "HQ-A," No. 14 Sq. RNZAF, New Zealand, January
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Sci-Fan 2002 Photos

Here are some photos from Sci-Fan 2002, held at Galaxy
Hobby in Lynnwood on October 12. The one at lower
right isa phaser and communicator from Star Trek; since
none of the others are from either Doctor Who or
Thunderbirds, I’m not sure what they are...

Thanks to Galaxy Hobby for permission to use the photos.

November 9
10 AM -1 PM

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

Directions. From Sesattle or from 1-405, take 520 East to
the 148th Ave NE exit. Takethe 148th Ave North exit
(the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The
Senior Center will beon your left. The Center itself is
not easily visible from the road, but there is a signpost
inthe median.




