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PREZNOTES

As I write this, it is a beautiful very early
fall day here in Seattle. Actually, the
weather has been quite nice here for the
last week or so, perhaps our summer has
finally arrived. Last month I reported my
affliction with SMD (summer modeling
doldrums). With the weather being so nice
lately, SMD has still got me. Jill and I went
to the Washington coast early in the
month for a few days sans kids or dogs. 1
packed four models that had been on my
bench all summer (including dust), some
paint and tools with hopes of an eagerness
to glue plastic in an atmosphere devoid of
TV, radio, or cell phones. Nope, never
happened. The models stayed in the box.
All we did was walk the beach, build
sandcastles, let the sun cook the tops of
my feet, and look at the Milky Way after
dark. The only reading I did was 7%e Real
McKay by Jim McKay of Wide World of
Sports fame (a terrific read by the way).

However, I may be seeing the light at the
end of the tunnel. At the September
meeting Kevin (Supply Depot) and Emil
(Skyway Models) both had cool new stuff.
What can I say about the new Classic
Airframes F4B-4 and P-12E kits? I can
finally consign my old Aurora kits to the
back wall of the “garage o’ kits”. Emil had
the new (?) Maquette Boeing 307 kit.
almost bit the big one and bought it, but
with the Boeing fighters already in hand, I
figure I had better wait ‘til the next
meeting. Upon first examination, the model
is a hybrid of a complete Frog B-17 with an
injection molded 307 fuselage. I didn’t look
past the very thickly molded fuselage that
gave the appearance of the way plastic
models looked at the beginning of time, so
I don’t have any idea about decals or
anything else. If I pick up the kit,I’'ll do a
more complete review...

In this age of “political correctness”, it’s
probably not PC to ask the following. But,
since I am of the belief that PC has been
taken way over the edge, I’m going to ask
anyway: Ginger or MaryAnn? (Actually, 1
think a more important question is Jennifer

or Bailey). How does this relate to model-
ing? Ask yourself: Tamiya or Airfix? Do
you choose the gorgeous and exotic
Tamiya Mosquito or the plain and simple
Airfix Mosquito? I’m in a quandary (I seem
to have a lot of these. You would think as
President of one of the largest modeling
clubs in the western US, I would have a
better handle on all things model related
and know the answers to everything.
Nope.) Do I build the Airfix Mossie, which
I already have, and which I think is one of
their better kits but needs some enhance-
ments, or do I plunk down the big bucks
for the beautiful Tamiya kit which is an
ideal out-of-the-box model?

Oh yes, an interesting aside on our trip to
the ocean. We were walking down the
beach when I spotted an older gentleman
with a Miss Exideball cap. Having built a
model of my favorite hydro, I had to ask
where he got the cap. His response was
“Well, my brother and I used to own the
boat”.

Once I caught my breath, I asked “Are you
Milo or Glen?” After he caught his breath,
he said “Milo.” (I think I caught him by
surprise when I knew his name). Here we
are, out in the middle of nowhere, and
we’re talking to the owner of my favorite
hydroplane, Milo Stoen, and his wife AJ. 1
asked a thousand and one questions
about Mira Slovak, Bill Brow, quill shafts,
nitrous oxide and more. My hope is to
show him the model at some point in the
near future.

See you at the meeting,

Terry
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Public Disclaimers, Information, and Appeals for Help

This is the official publication of the Seattle Chapter, IPMS-USA. As such, it serves as the voice for our Chapter, and depends largely
upon the generous contributions of our members for articles, comments, club news, and anything else involving plastic scale modeling and
associated subjects. Our meetings are generally held each month, (see below for actual meeting dates), at the Washington National Guard Armory,
off 15th Ave. NW, just to the west side of Queen Anne Hill in Seattle. See the back page for a map. Our meetings begin at 10:00 AM, and usually
last for two to three hours. Our meetings are very informal, and are open to any interested plastic modeler, regardless of interests. Modelers are
encouraged to bring their models to the meetings. Subscriptions to the newsletter are included with the Chapter dues. Dues are $24 a year, (or $18
a year for Internet newsletter only) and may be paid to Norm Filer, our Treasurer. (See address above). We also highly recommend our members
join and support IPMS-USA, the national organization. See below for form. Any of the members listed above will gladly assist you with further
information about the Chapter or Society.

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers, and do not constitute the official position of the
Chapter or IPMS-USA. You are encouraged to submit any material for this newsletter to the editor. He will gladly work with you and see that
your material is put into print and included in the newsletter, no matter your level of writing experience or computer expertise. The editor pledges
that he will not caption a photo of a Griffon-engined Spitfire as a “P-51 with RAF markings and 5 bladed prop.” The newsletter is currently being
edited using a PC, and PageMaker 6.5. Any Word or WordPerfect document for the PC wouid be suitable for publication. Articles can also be
submitted via e-mail, to the editor’s address above. Please call me at 425-823-4658 if you have any questions.

If you use or reprint the material contained in the newsletter, we would appreciate attribution both to the author and the source
document. Our newsletter is prepared with one thing in mind; this is information for our members, and all fellow modelers, and is prepared and
printed in the newsletter in order to expand the skills and knowledge of those fellow modelers.

Upcoming Meeting Dates
The IPMS/Seattle 1999/2000 meeting schedule is as follows. To avoid conflicts with previously scheduled IPMS events and National
Guard activities at the Armory, please note that some of our meeting days fall on the third Saturday of the month, not the traditional
second Saturday. We suggest that you keep this information in a readily accessable place. All meetings begin at 10:00 AM.

October 16,1999 (3rd Saturday) November 13,1999 (2nd Saturday)
December 11,1999 (2nd Saturday) January 8,2000 (3rd Saturday)
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Critical Mass! I'd like to report that the operation was a The Best Acrylic Paint
complete success and that the patient was Stri o
recovering nicely but I couldn’t bear to pper.
by Jacob Russell part with all things cheesy and banal. With
some chagrin and embarrassment I have to by Alex Tula

My father has written that everyone has at
least one friend who is an idiot. The
modeler’s equivalent of this theorem states
that every modeler has at least ten kits in
their stash that really suck. Some try to
build these kits; the more prudent of us
unload them at the monthly meetings.

To every serious modeler comes a day
which is dreaded by him/her and met with
weary satisfaction by their partner, the day
of Critical Mass: the day when there’s no
more storage space for new models. The
dreaded day arrived for me about two
months ago when my kit stash took up
nearly half of my available closet space. It
goes without saying that our partners and
spouses have a radically different view of
what constitutes Critical Mass - surely any
reasonable person would consider ten or
twenty kits an appropriate number to have
at one’s disposal. But if you’re like me,

.that’s not nearly enough kits to be able to
randomly pull from the stash, examine the
sprues and contemplate building one day.
However, some of those kits had to go (if
only to make room for more, but I digress),
and to expedite this process I applied the
“$10,000 Renault Dauphine Futility
Quotient” (again!) and made some painful
(mostly to the wallet) but necessary
deletions. Out came my sole Pavla kit (I'm
not trashing Pavla but the kit was free and
I didn’t like the plane anyway); rejected
were some of the cheesier vacuforms (I'm
still a glutton for punishment, mind you,
having kept on hand a number of vacs for
future co-dependant modeling); dismissed
was the 1/50th scale SMER Fiat G.55 (dare I
mention that I had two?); and out came
nearly all of those Arii/Otaki Japanese
Army and Navy fighters about which I was
so excited only six months ago. After Ted
Holowchuk paid me the ultimate compli-
ment and gave me one of his fantastic 1/
72nd scale resin Bf 109G kits to build I
knew that some of the more dubious (read

.J o-Han, Emhar) 109 approximations had to

go but at the last moment I resolved to
save at least one for parts.

admit that despite some well-intended and
patient brow beating from Jim Schubert -
who on more than one occasion has
applied his powers of persuasion, or
should I say dissuasion, on my behalf -
I’ve kept some of my least rational
purchases: an all-vac 1/48th scale Focke-
Wulf Ta 152; the other aforementioned
SMER G.55 (why?); aresin and white metal
1/48th scale I1-2m3 Sturmovik (thanks, Jim
Greer!); etc. Although my fiancée would
surely disagree, there is a method to my
madness, even though I'm still determining
what that is.

Critical Mass can manifest itself in other
areas of our obsession - excuse me,
passion - for the hobby, such as tools,
reference books, decals, and paints. And it
manifests itself in the same eminently
practical way - one runs out of storage
room. When I filled a 500-count #10
envelope box with AeroMaster and Polly-
Scale Luftwaffe lacquers and acrylics I
knew I had enough German colors, so 1
started a new box for Testors and
Xtracolor enamels, and made separate
boxes for Italian, Russian, and Japanese
WWII paints. When I examined my decal
binders (one for each scale, being anal-
retentive as well as obsessive/compulsive)
1 discovered enough decals to build at
least ten Fw 190Ds, a complete gruppe of
Bf 109G-6s, ten G-10s, and ten K-4s in each
scale, so I started new sleeves for Italian,
Russian, and Japanese fighters...

If lack of space won’t curb one’s appetite
for more stuff then surely lack of funds
will. With this reality in mind I’ ve promised
myself (OK, I’ ve promised my fiancée) not
to purchase any more models in 1999 and
I’'m doing my best to keep my word.
However, I keep finding discreet niches of
my fascination that are not quite filled to
overflow. Surely I can find room for that
Morane-Saulnier MS.406 monograph? See
you at the meeting!

I made this discovery by accident. One of
my Recon trophy winners had been sitting
on the mantle for several years (I don’t
build like this anymore) when I was
reminded by my resident conscience (aka
wife) that it was more than a little dusty. I
took it (a Monogram F-105G in 1/48" scale)
to the sink, thinking to just rinse it off with
hot water when I noticed the ubiquitous
spray bottle of Formula 409 sitting there.
“Self,” I said to myself, “since this works
so well on household gunk, it ought to be
great for removing the dust and grime on
this model!”

Right I was. But not only did it take off the
dust and grime, it also took off half the
paint! Since then, I’ve learned that 409 is a
great brush cleaner. Even those brushes
that you forgot about on the back corner
of your work table and which are now
totally congealed with Tamipollytesto
acrylics can be restored to life. Just don’t
use it to clean your models! I have even
had success removing recent drops of
acrylic paint from the carpet using this
stuff. Y’know, right there in front of the
coffee table where 1 promised I'd never
ever paint my models!

Hope this helps someone else, or at least
avoids a tragedy.

PS: Anyone who shows this article to my
wife will be sleeping with the 1:1 scale
fishes.

PPS: Anybody wanting a practice project
for airbrushing (such as an otherwise-well-
done F-105G) should contact me.

Note the new IPMS-Seattle
web address:

http://www.ipms-seattle.org
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IPMS-Seattle Winners at
the 1999 IPMS Nationals

IPMS-Seattle members were awarded four
first places, one second place, one third
place, and one out-of-the-box award at the
recent 1999 IPMS-USA Nationals, in
Orlando, Florida.

Here are our winners:
First Places:

Automotive Diorama - Les Knerr, Honda
NSR-500 Grand Prix.

Submarines 1/401 and smaller - Jim
Schubert, German Type VII.

Submarines 1/400 and larger, U-Boats - Jim
Schubert, Type VII U-Boat. See photo
below.

Automobile: Competition Closed Wheel
1/32nd and Smaller - Jim Schubert, Ferrart
750 Monza.

Second Place:

Closed-Top AFVs post-1945, 1/48th and
larger, US - Andrew Birkbeck, British
Warrior AFW. [British is US? - ED]
Third Place:

Armor, Fully Tracked, 1/49th and Smaller -
Jim Schubert, Mk.IV tank.

Out-of-Box:

Submarines 1/400 and larger, U-Boats - Jim
Schubert, Type XXL “U-2511".

The Spirit of St. Louis I1

by Greg Reynolds

[Reprinted from the July 1972 IPMS
Seattle Chapter Quarterly]

An airplane receiving multiple color
schemes during its career is not rare, but
seldom, especially in modern times, does it
reach the proportions of the following
North American F-100F.

Early in 1957, a recently delivered F-100F-
INA, serial 56-3730, was selected by the
Air Force to appear at the Paris Air Show.
As that year’s show was held on the
thirtieth anniversary of Lindbergh’s flight,
Spirit of St. Louis Il was painted on the
nose and it was planned that Lindbergh

3) In 1958, Spirit was with the 41 7th“
TFS, 50th TFW at Toul-Rosieres AFB,

France, carrying red stripes with white
stars on the tail and nose, the 417th’s unit
badge on the tail, and Spirit on the nose in
red.

4) Still with the 417th, “730” was
then stationed at Ramstein AFB, West
Germany, in December 1959. Spirit again
on the nose, but arced around a pilot’s
wings. The stripes on the tail were: Top
and bottom, red with white stars and
outline; middle, yellow with black stars and
outline. The 417th TFS badge appeared on
the tanks, and the 50th TFW badge was
centered on the tail.

5 “730” returned to the United
States in September 1961, and was used by

himself would occupy the rear sear on the
flight to Paris. Because Lindbergh was
unable to make the flight, Major Robinson
Risner made the six-and-a-half hour flight
from McGuire AFB, New Jersey, to Paris
alone, and the Spirit of St. Louis I began
its long career on May 21, 1957.

D “730” as it appeared at the Paris
Air Show. Spirit of St. Louis I on the port
nose in black, as in profile #2, and red,
white, and blue stripes on nose and fin
(red at the extremes of both).

2) Spirit next appeared at
Wetherfield, England, in the 20th
FBW, where it was used for
training pilots transitioning from
the F-84F to the F-100D. Nose
markings remained the same, but
green lightning bolts and the
20th TFW badge replaced the tail
stripes.

the 140th TFW, Colorado ANG. It was now
designated an F-100F-2NA, and had the
later-style refueling probe. A large dark
blue arrowhead with yellow-orange trim
appeared on the tail with the ANG Minute-
man, and a dark blue band surrounded the

nose.

6 Along with all the other 140th
TFW F-100s, “730” spent a year’s tour of
duty in SE Asia and returned in the spring
of 1969 with still another color scheme.
Standard USAF SE Asia camouflage with
white codes.

When David Menard’s article, “The Spirit
of St. Louis IL,” appeared in the AAHS
Journal, Vol. 15, No. 4, the Spirit was still
training new F-100 pilots, and was the third
oldest surviving F-100. Thanks to Doug
Remington for loan of color slides and
other material.
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Sword Models 1/72nd Scale
Vultee P-66 Vanguard

by Wayne E. Moyer, IPMS
Dayton Area Scale Modelers

The Vultee Vanguard is one of aviation’s
“might-have-been” stories; with a little
less “help” from the U.S. government, the
P-66 might, just might, have been one of
WWII’s most famous fighters. [A trifle
optimistic, perhaps... - ED. ] Like Northrop
and the F-5/F-20 thirty years later, Vultee
never really intended to sell their
lightweight fighter to the Army Air Corps
but designed it for the growing export
market of the late 1930s. If the P-66 looks
familiar, it should; the designer, Richard
Palmer, had worked with Howard Hughes
on the record-setting Hughes H-1 racer.
Vultee Design P-48 (the Vultee in-house
designation, not an Air Corps number) was
of simple, lightweight construction, carried
amixed bag of two .50 caliber and four .30
caliber machine guns, and was powered by
the equally simple air-cooled, highly
reliable Pratt & Whitney R-1830 engine.

Vultee quickly found a customer as
Sweden ordered 144 P-48Cs under the
Swedish designation J10 in February of
1940. Production began in October, but
before any were delivered, the State
Department, fearing that these “front-line”
fighters might be captured by the Germans,
barred their shipment to Sweden. England
stepped in to take 100 Vanguard Mk. Is
(there was still no U.S. designation) as
operational trainers in Canada, but after
delivery of only three, quickly agreed to
accept North American AT-6s instead. [My
sources indicate that the Vanguards were
never actually accepted by Britain, but at
least two were painted in RAF markings
by Vultee for propaganda photographs.
Britain did, however, give the aircraft a
name that stuck. - ED] The USAAC
purchased 144 P-66 Vanguards for delivery
to China in May of 1941. By this time the
Vanguard order had been completed; most
of the P-66s sat outdoors in southern
California while various governmental
agencies wrangled over what to do with
them.

By December 7th, 1941, about 60 P-66s had
been disassembled and crated for
shipment to China; the rest were sitting on
slowly deflating tires. Pearl Harbor
changed that! About 15 P-66s were
assigned to American operational training
units and an unrecorded number were
quickly assigned to the 48th Pursuit
Squadron for the defense of Los Angeles.
The 14th Pursuit Group, assigned to
defend the Golden Gate Bridge, also got
some Vanguards. Air Corps pilots wrecked
at least 16 P-66s; the wide-spread landing
gear should have been an asset, but it was
too weak and would collapse if there were

of a CAF General who arrived at Karachi to
determine why the Vultee personnel were ‘
bad-mouthing the Chinese pilots. He

promptly lost control of a P-66 on takeoff,
ground-looped it, and destroyed the
airplane. Poorly trained Chinese pilots
continued to litter the aerial delivery route
to China with bent Vanguards. The
Vanguard quickly developed a very bad
reputation, which was somewhat restored
when ex-AVG pilot Bob Raines flew one
and opined that “things would have been
different if we’d had these - it will turn
inside any P-40 I ever flew.” Somewhere
between 60 and 80 Vanguards eventually

e =

e

any sideways motion at touchdown or
during a ground loop. Eventually, at least
122 Vanguards were shipped to Karachi,
India for assembly, check-out, and delivery
to China. Naturally, there were very few
people in Karachi available to reassemble
the Vanguards, even fewer who knew
anything about them, and no pilots who’d
ever flown one. Photos indicate that most,
if not all of these arrived in India in
USAAC colors and markings, complete
with U. S. insignia. Apparently Chinese
colors and insignia were applied after the
fighters reached China, if ever. Eventually
the Vanguards were assembled and Vultee
hired a couple of American pilots to check
out Chinese fighter pilots. When they
complained that the CAF pilots were in no
way qualified to fly such “high
performance” aircraft, they drew the wrath

equipped three Chinese squadrons, but
flown by poorly trained (and led?) pilots
and operating without the warning net
used by the AVG, they had very little
success. You have to wonder, though,
what might have happened if the
Vanguards had been delivered directly to
Chennault instead of to aU.S. Army
facility in India that was under the control
of one of his bitterest enemies.

Interestingly, my primary source, an article
in the summer 1984 AAHS Joumal, reports
rumors of “P-66’s stored away in Chinese

caves along with other lend-lease arms.” Is

the P-66 really extinct?
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Sword Models’ Kit

“Sword’s P-66 (kit 72002) follows the trend

of limited-run kits towards true multi-media
components. There are 26 injection-molded
plastic pieces, 6 resin castings, two
vacuformed canopies, and 16 photo-
etched pieces. Most of these are double
etched, or “3-D” and the landing gear
doors are especially nice; near scale
thickness with structural detail on the
inside. There are decals for an American,
British, and Chinese Vanguard; these
appear 1o be based on the AAHS article
mentioned above as the serial numbers all
appear in photos there.
Finally, the instructions
are broken into ten
assembly steps and
include a 4-view drawing,
complete with FS paint
references, for each color
scheme. I made two
Vanguards, one in Chinese
colors and the other as a
USAAC aircraft.

Like most low-volume kits,
there are quite a few feed
runners to each part but
they aren’t too big and the
plastic is soft so it’s easy
to sand them away. All the
panel lines are very
delicately engraved;
sanding, filling of seams, and even a heavy
coat of primer will fill them in so be
prepared to re-scribe as needed. The resin
castings in my kits were truly excellent and
had no bubble holes or incomplete areas.
After cutting them away from their
runners, all I had to do was sand the edges
and wash them before spraying on a coat
of primer. Sword provides two canopies,
vacuformed from thicker plastic than usual
but still very clear. Frames and the edges
of the canopies are very crisply defined.
The canopies are identical, so there's a
spare, or you may choose to use both, as I
did with the USAAC model, to create an
open canopy.

The cockpit sidewalls have the throttle
quadrant, some other boxes, and fuselage
framework (the P-66 was not a full

monocoque structure) details on the
insides, so paint all this before gluing them
to the floorboards. I bent the thin photo-
etched belts to fit the seat before painting
either piece; once the belts were painted
khaki it was very easy to dry-brush the
raised hardware with silver paint and the
result is very realistic. All the gauge faces
are printed on a piece of clear film and
have white pointers and details. I painted
the photo-etched instrument panel semi-
gloss black, added gloss black gun butts
and lower boxes, and glued the instrument
faces to the back side with Kristal Klear. 1
painted the front bulkhead flat black before

gluing the panel assembly in place - black
gauge faces with white pointers and
details and a clear recessed lens!

Fitting the cockpit to the fuselage takes a
bit of experimenting, as there are no locator
pins, bars, or any type of alignment guides
at all in this kit. With the back side of the
front bulkhead just touching the canopy
cutout in the fuselage, the bulkhead is
thick enough to become the glare shield
and the seat back lines up with the
“notch” in the canopy side cutout.
Besides that, it fits right at that point, too.
Test-fit the fuselage after the interior and
engine are glued into one side; I had to do
a little sanding on both the cockpit
bulkheads and the engine firewall to get
the fuselage halves to fit together. When
everything is right, they mate up perfectly!

The upper wing halves fit the one-piece
lower wing very well too. I did have to
sand both the front and back stub to get
the wing to fit into the fuselage cutout,
and the upper surface roots had a gap that
had to be filled with putty. That was the
only joint that needed putty. Sword
provides separate fairings for the .50
caliber nose guns and the four .30 caliber
wing guns. The latter were more suited to
the size of 37mm guns, and since the
photos show the gun muzzles aimost flush
with the wing leading edges, 1 left off the
wing fairings and simply drilled holes for
the guns.

All three tail surfaces
are intended to be
butt joints without
any tongues, so 1
carefully drilled a hole
horizontally through
the rear fuselage (the
tail root locations are
engraved) and super-
glued a piece of brass
wire through it. Each
horizontal tail was
marked and a hole
drilled to accept the
wire stub. Once the
tails were glued in
place, it was still
possible to tweak
their alignment by
gently bending the brass wire. The tail-
fuselage joints were small and were easily
filled with some thick primer. The paint
schemes are simple but there are no pre-
mixed Chinese colors.

I added some Model Master Ford Engine
Blue to FS 34079 Dark Green to match my
FS 34058 color chip and some Flat White
to FS 35164 Intermediate Blue to match the
35526 Light Blue lower color. It should be
noted that the upper surface color
specified is much more “blue” than shown
in the box art painting. Both sets of decals
were very easy to work with, though they
are very thin; wetting the intended
location with Micro-Set before applying
the decal is highly recommended. They do

continued on page 12
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The Fine Points of Making
Your Own Decals

by Garfeld Ingrim, IPMS Toronto

This article will outline a technique for
producing custom decals for your models.
I am the kind of guy that just likes to be
different or, should I say, have a model that
is different from the next one. As of late, 1
have been concentrating on 1/48th four
engined bombers that, needless to say, are
big. One thing with big models that should
be avoided is to have large areas of blank
space, so I am always looking for a
combination of exciting tail, fuselage and
nose markings. There is an extremely
limited supply of nose art decals despite
volumes of photos of the subject.

To produce a custom nose art decal, I start
with a photocopy of the piece, which is as
square to the subject as possible. Photo-
graphs that were taken of the actual
aircraft at an angle will foreshorten the
subject and require adjustment. Using
opaque poster paint, I will paint the
photocopy directly, often making educated
guesses of the colors, based on black and
white value contrasts. If there are tight,
blank spaces such as the negative space in
the letter ‘A’, it is wise to paint it the color
of the surface to which it is going to be
applied.

Next, take the artwork to your friendly
neighborhood photocopy store and have
it reduced to the final size in color. It may
take several shots to get the color balance
right. To determine the reduction factors
simply measure the width of your artwork
and divide this larger number into the
desired size of the artwork. Use panel lines,
windows etc. for references.

Following this stage, pick up some decal
paperin 8-1/2" x 11" sheets (make sure that
it’s the type that can be used in a photo-
copier). So far only clear sheets have been
available but if you can get white, get it.
The more fancy color copiers can repeat
the image several times at once on the
same sheet, so make a few copies for
experiments.

Copy the reduced artwork on the sheet
again, check for color accuracy. If you can
save a step by going straight from the
artwork to the decal, all the better for
sharpness of the image. If you do this, try
the reductions first on white paper to
ensure that the colors and values are
correct. If you were able to obtain white
decal paper, just trim the piece and apply it
as usual. If you used clear, you must apply
the photocopied decal onto white decal, let
it dry thoroughly, trim it and apply it as
usual. For simple geometric shapes, it is
easier to paint the area white, mask it, and
then apply the decal after painting. If you
double decal, again, make sure the first
decal is completely dry, trim it then wet it
from below to ensure that the two layers
don’t separate. After application of the
decals I find it necessary to touch up the
edges with a very fine detailing brush.

Polar Lights Lost in Space
Cyclops Scene

by Chip Johnson, IPMS Phoenix

If you were born after say, 1970, you may
have a hard time appreciating the fun of
sci-fi television shows like Land of the
Giants, Voyage fo the Bottom of the Sea,
and Lost in Space. The special effects
were primitive, the plots banal. But in the
‘60s any sci-fi show was cutting-edge
compared to the other dreck you had to
watch, mostly westerns, sitcoms, and
variety shows like Sonny & Cher. Ecch.
[ 70 be technical, The Sonny and Cher
Comedy Hour didn’r debut until 197/, —
EDJ

The late and lamented Aurora model
company kitted a huge variety of subject
matter back then, from figure kits of
Mandarin Emperors, to an actual working
model of a guiliotine, complete with “two
piece” victim. They also covered most of
the schlocky TV subjects of the time. Zos?
in Space kits included a model of the
robot, and, I believe, two dioramas of the

one-eyed monster, this issue, and one with
the Robinson family’s RV, the Chariot. “
You get 27 parts in gray styrene. Accord-
ing to Playing Mantis, the parent company,
the molds are all-new, but the sprue trees
and overall kit resolution are rather crude.
The plastic used doesn’t take giue well. I
tried some really “hot” liquid cement with
nominal result. Be prepared to clamp
everything together. The fit is flat-out
horrible. Most assemblies need mucho
filler and shaping. Detail is for the most
part, soft. Careful painting is required to
bring out the character’s faces. These kits
weren’t “pro” or “world-class” anything
for their time, so I'll chalk up the crudity to
a faithfulness to the original kit. Yeah,
right.

Danger, Will Robinson! The price for this
kit is really open to interpretation! I paid
ten bucks for mine after shopping around,
and I’ve seen it in some hobby shops for
as much as eighteen. I’ll sum up by saying
that if the subject matter gives ‘ya warm
fuzzies, the model is worth the aggrava-
tion. The robot kits are also on the shelves
now. These kits will probably be good
investment material for you collectors out
there too.
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“ A Letter from Bosnia

| [The following letter was sent to IPMS/

| USA. I don’t know if anyone from IPMS-
Seattle contributed to this program, but [
wanted to print the letter because it
shows a side of modeling that we rarely
think about, and because I think the
sentiments expressed in the letter are
worth repeating. -ED]

CW4 Floyd S. Werner, Jr.

F Troop, 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry
Regiment

1st Cavalry Division

Camp Comanche

OPERATION JOINT FORGE

APO AE (09789

August 27, 1999

Dear IPMS:

I wanted to thank some club members for
their support during my recent deployment
to Bosnia during OPERATION JOINT
FORGE.

First some background, it all started about
one year ago when the 1st Cavalry
Division was alerted to go to Bosnia in
support of SFOR 5. My unit was not
selected to go in the first batch but I
wanted to help. I’ve been there before and
I know that there are times when a model
can take your mind off of the loneliness
and the possibility of hostile action. My
club, the Austin Scale Modeler’s Society,
initiated a program at their contest to
collect models fo