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Once in, you're free to graze
through the thousands of
messages. Afler you've been
into the message board a few
times, you'll start choosing the
menu option that only calls uP
the mail rnessages that have
been posted since the last
time you accessed the board
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That way you only have to
wade through the most cunent
stuff. lt seems that this board
gets five or six messages per
day on average.

Topics can range over every
imaginable aspect of plastic
modelling. Most people are
looking for information, though
some are just looking to get
their opinions heard, and a few
cant resist the temptation to
rant and rave a bit.

Online services are a fine
place to track down
information. I've been planning
to start a 1:72 Airfix Stirling,
but wanted to use the Falcon
canopy (which means
something besides the stock
barebones interior was called
for).1 couldn't find an interior
Stirling drawing in any of the
books or magazines that I had.
So I posted a request one
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o be honest, the last
thing I need is
another distraction

from actually building models,
but I've found an interesting
one anyl ray.

Like everyone else in the
gahxy, I periodically get the
Aine;iu.: Gr:line disheiics lrr
the mail. These allow you to
sign on to the service
(providing you have a modem)
and get your first 10 hours of
service free. After that, you
get 5 hours of servicc for t10
each month, and any hours
over 5 per month are cherged
at a rate of $3 per hour Those
10 hours may seem lika e lot,
but it is possible to chew them
up much quicker than you
realize. AOL does not tell you
when you're off the free clock,
either, so you are responsible
for keeping your own records
until the billing anives.

Basici.rlly, you set the software
to dial a particular local
number inased on your
modern'$ baud rate), which in
tum conneds you to the main
AOL netvrrlrk. From there you
drop into a large main menu
that has 1?f categories. These
range fronr Newsstand (which

is where most major
magazines have their home
pages), through Entertainment
(primarily movie and TV
related), and Sports. The main
area of interest for modellers
is in the Main Menu category
"Clubs and lnterests'.
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submenu of interest groups.
Make your way to the Aviation
Forum. From there you have a
variety of options. There are
chat rooms (Jeff Johnson of
Airliners appears each Sunday
evening), general ancl
commercial aircraft areas, and
even airshow listings.

There is a subcategory for
'Model Aviation'. Be advised
that this includes a wide range
of interests (diecast airliners,
R:/C planes, gliders, desktoP
models, and everything in
between). But once you get
into the'Model Aviation'
menu, head forthe message
boards. These are file folders
of electronic mail messages
that can contain all sorts of
fascinating information. Head
for the folder entitled "Plastic
Scale Modelling'.
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oevening on AOL. One day

later I had a response, listing
two references. One was a
1973 issue of the IPMS-UK
joumal (sorry, fresh out of
those) but the other was for Air
Enthusiast#10. I didn't have
the magazine myself, but was
able to bonow it from another
IPMS-Seattle member, who
graciously allowed me to
photocopy the relevant pages.
Problem solved.

Do be advised that everything
you hear online should be
taken with an appropriately
sized grain of salt. There is no
screening process involved, so
anyone with an adventurous
spirit and malicious intent can
say pretty much anything they
want. Rumours can begin and
take on a life of their own with
amazing speed (is the
projected Minicraft 1:72 P-59
for real?) You can exchange
notes with people who may
have all sorls of agendas !h3t
can colour the data they're
giving to you, especially when
it concerns the merits of
individual kits. On the positive
side, most of the notes I've
seen (at least in the Aviation
Forum) have been polite and
helpful.

More and more of the aviation-
related businesses are signing
on to online services. Frne
Scale Modeller, Airliners,
Military Model Preview, SnJ,
Squadron and the Testors
Corp all pop up with notes
occasionally. An e-mail
response is faster and easier
than by USPS, making your
chances of getting an actual
answer that much better.

At the time of this writing, one
big topic of discussion was the
worlh of Fine Sca/e Modeller.
as opposed to other aircraft-
related modelling magazines.

To my personalsurprise, FSM
has a lot of defenders.
Admittedly, many of them
compared it fo Sca/e Modeller,
and l'll admit there is little
contest there. But relalively
few seemed to compare it to -
or even to acknowledge the
existence of - Sca/e Aircraft
Modelling and Sca/e Aviation
Modeller. Those that did
mostly listed them as superior,
even though most still read
FSM. Actually, I'm in the same
boat, though that is mostly
because SAM and Son of
SAM both focus directly on the
things I'm interested in. FSMs
direction has become so
unfocussed that it has been
forced to settle for modelling's
lowest common denominator.

I'm sure the British magazines'
limited distribution has kept
the word from getting out from
the truly hardcore types who
have lhem shipped in from
Engiand (like ;,iyseif). After aii,
SAM just isn't available on the
average newstand and FSM
is. But lwould advise you, if
you are at all interested in
aviation modelling, to seek out
the two SAMs. But I digress.

I have yet to find a message
board on AOL for other types
of modelling. I've heard talk of
an armor group starting up,
ancl it is entirely possible that
the car guys are set up in an
online area that I just haven't
stumbled across yet. But
aviation message boards
should be an easy thing for
you to find, even as a new
AOL subscriber. I know that a
few of the IPMS-Seattle
members are in the net, but if
anyone is hooked up to
CompuServe or Prodigy, I
wouldn't mind hearing about
the services they provide to
modellers as well.

AOL also has an lntemet
gateway, which allows you to
graze on the Worldwide Web.
This gives you access to
datafiles, news (or really
discussion) groups, and
graphics from around the
world. I'll be putting together
another summary of
specifi ca!ly I ntemet-related
modelling sites in a future
issue of the newsletter.

ln the meantime, if you dont
mind another related pasttime
getting in the way of actually
sticking bits of plastic together,
you could do worse than check
out the information available
on an online service like AOL.
Feel free to contact me at
screen name A172NDGUY.

Kg\rira Calfahar.r

Filling out this issue are two
things I did nof receive via e'
mail: Bob LaBouy's arli.]!e on
naval aviator survival gear,
and the flier for this month's
IPMS-Portland Fall
Invitational. There is also a
flier for the IPMS-Vancouver
Fall Show on Oc[ober 7. The
Fall Show sort of unofficially
heralds the beginning of the
fall modelling season, and is
always good for a bit of
inspiration. Try to make it if
you can. (fhe 1995 flierdoes
not list the regular contest
categories, though it does
show their special awards).

One last item. I've really fallen
for the four new Special Hobby
(MPM) short-run kits of late
war Luftwaffe projecfs. Never
a purist on the "if it clidnt fly
they shouldn't makel a model
of it' argument, I think these
kits give us an interesting view
of just where the Luftwaffe was
heading. As lwas looking over
the Blohm & Voss BV-215 kit.



another IPMS-er walked over
and grumbled about the box
art, which shows the BV-215
diving in front of a buming

Mosquito (!). My response:
what would you expect the box
art to be -- three Nazis sitting
around a drawing board

chuckling and saying'Ja, dat 's
a good vun ' . . . . . .

N auaL FI"t .r/,'vt/,r4,/ 6/ y,
BY BOB LaBOUY

So what's this about anO wno cares? Allow me to
explain. Some time ago I began to paint a Series
77 miniature lead figure illustrating the "typical"
Naval Aviator in flight gear. lt 's a beautiful figure
in many respects, done in a large scale and
containing a great deal of detail.
My initial problems and questions
involved asking myself what is
that, what color is it, and what
does it do? This is the aspect of
modelling which causes me my
greatest difficulty and is also
probably one of the most
rewarding aspects of the hobby.

I starterJ digging cut the oholo
references I had and then tried to
remember all of the appropriate
colors. As in too many instances,
one quest for information led to
another and on to an addit ional
t idbi t .  About the same t ime, I
began to'restore' an ejection seat
I  had obtained. The same thing
happened. I  never seemed to
have tluite enough information. As
a result I have come upon and
documented quite a bi t  of
information about the modern
NavalAviator,  his equipment,  and
its use. Most of this information is
useful  in bui lding modern naval
aircraft models and/or figures.
Like rna'ny other aspects of what
many of us bui ld,  we see photos
or the real thing quite often, and
just don' t  have enough real
knowledgi.. to understand what we
are locrkirrg at or model l ing. I
began by just looking at the basic
Naval ,{via,tor and his personal
equipment and would l ike to

share some of what I learned with you.

The Naval Aviator. As you can see from the
basic Naval Aviator photo here (see figure 1),
there is quite a bit of personal equipment shown.
The references to painting miniatures that I have
just calls things by general names (ie, short strap,

FIGURE 1: NAVAL AVIATOR



gear bag, etc). That didn't satisfy my native
curiousity (or nosiness, which is probably closer to
the truth). Hence this article.

What is allthat "stuff-? The various pieces of
personal equipment illustrated in this photo, and

normally worn by the modern military Naval
Aviator, is all geared toward one goal: enabling
the pilot (or others in the modern combat aircraft)
to be able to perform their flight duties and survive
a potential ejection from their aircrafi.

This information is to some degree applicable to
the other uniformed military services. However, it
is basically oriented to the Naval Aviator. lf you
are portraying an Air Force or Army pilot, you
should be aware that there are likely to be some
significant differences. I also refer to this aviator
as a "him' only as a language reference. All of this
information is applicable to female aviators as
well (as far as I know).

Where do we start? As you can see from photos
of the Naval Aviator or in drawings of him in the
aircraft, he has a reasonably complex suite of
personal equipment attached to him. These items
(aside from his basic flight suit and boots, which I
won't discuss in any detail in this article) consist of
the following primary pieces of equipment, which I
will attempt to describe for you. I should also warn
you that I have borrowed liberally from various

govemment documents and, while some have
been edited, the artwork is as good as I could
provide. Should there be a cry from the Chapter, I
would be only too pleased to bring in most of this
equipment for you to actually see the "real thing".
Again, let me know.

Basic personal survival equipment worn by the
pilot or other related personnel can be seen in
figure 2 and includes: (1): helmet, (2): oxygen
rnask, (3): oxygen regulator, (4): flight suit, (5)
anti-G garment or suit, (6) oxygen connector to
ejection seat pan (and aircraft), (7): inflatable life
vest, (8): survival vest, and (9): torso harness.
While the drawing is small, you can get some idea
of the location of this equipment in the illustration
(shown in the A-7 Corsair's handy, rocket-assisted
ESCAPAC l-G2 seat).

SV-28 Survival Vest. I begin this discussion with
the basic survival vest because there is so much
there and I found that most folks did not have
much firsthand information about them or what
they contain.

The SV-28 survival vest (see figure 3) provides
maximum useful storage for survival t4uipment,
consistent with bulk and weight. In adilition, the
survival vest provides for integration of a Iife
preserver (through the use of clips which connect
the two items), anti-G coveralls, and the chest-

FIGURE 2: A-7 PILOT lN ESCAPAC SEAT
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mounted oxygen regulator. lt does not interfere
with use of either the regular or integrated-type
parachute hamess. The SV-28 vest is the latest
authorized configuration for this series of survival
vest and is common to Navy, Marine, and Coast
Guard pilots and crew members.

The SV-28 survival vest is constructed basically
of nylon cloth. An adjustable harness, leg straps,
and an entrance slide fastener provide a means of
fitting and securing the vest to the aircrew
member. Elastic straps on the rear allow greater

Survival Knde
walh shealh

Dis l rcss  S iqna l
F lae  Gun

FIGURE 3: SV-28 VEST (WITH SURVIVAL ITEMS)

comfort'and mobility of the wearer. Pockets are
Srrlrvided for stowage of survival items. When
s€'r,luired, tl ' le chest-mounted oxygen regulator is
lor:ated inside a pocket secured to the vest by
m3ans of a hook and pi le tape (or Velcro, as us
d sk jockeys know it).

Tlre basic SV-28 survival vest is designed to fit all
cllest sizes. By changing the elastic straps on the
rr:ar, the vest may be adapted to a wider size

range. To fit an SV-28 properly, have the aircrew
member wear all his normal flight gear, including
the MA-2 torso hamess, if used. Put the SV-28
vest on as if it were a jacket. Pass the leg straps
through the crotch and attach the snap hooks.
Adjust the leg and shoulder straps so that they are
snug and the bottom ofthe vest isjust above the
hips.

Most of the common contents for the SV-28
survival vest are illustrated in figure 3. There is
also some "personalization" in what the pilot

Mk.  13
Signal Flare

SuNval Radio
wnh anl€nna

actually carries in the vest.

Summary. To provide some further insight into
this "latest addiction", I now acquired several
manuals, including those related to survival gear,
the A-7, the ESCAPAC ejection seat, and several
other related pieces of equipment. All to build a
model or figure! Once you become addicted (and
that's what it really is, right?) to collecting any
facet of modelling information or aeronautica, it

lndividual
Survival Kil

lndividual
Survival Kit

Plastb
Water Bottle

Suspenston
Line Cutter

Distross
Strob€
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becomes a quest of sorts. I expect many of you
will understand and hopefully have some pity for
me.

While this is about all for this installment, I will
wait to see if there is any further interest in this
type of information. lf you are interested, I can
continue, with data about the use and operation of
ejection seats (at least those I have researched)

and the related survival equipment. I donl claim
to be any type of expert, but have done some
homework, am pleased to share it, and thought
you might be interested. Just give me a call (232-
7784) or drop a line to the newsletter. Hope to
hear from some of you soon. Thanks for lislening
(or reading).
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SATURDAY, SEPT 9 At lO.OOAM

NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
Room 114

1601 W. Armory Way
Seattle, WA

From north- or southbound l-5, take the
NE 45th st exit. Drive west on 45th under
Highway 99 (Aurora Ave) to Market
Street. Continue west on Market St to
1Sth Ave NW. Tum left and drive south on
15th Ave NW across the Ballard Bridge to
Armory Way. Watch for signs!

lf you are coming from south Seattle, take
Highway 99 onto the Alaska Way viaduct
to Westem Ave. Follow Westem north to
Elliott. Continue north on Elliot to Armory
Way. Watch for signs! There is plenty of
parking in the Metro Park and Ride lot.

Membership information:
Andrew Birkb€ck
3209 NE 98th St.
Seatue, WA98115

Newsletter comments or suhnissions:
Kevin Callahan
31849 Pacific Highway S
Box 2'13
Federal Way, WA 98003

NEXT MEETING: Saturday, September9 at 10.00am

r]

William Holowchuk
19627 133rd Dr SE
Snohomish, WA 9g290
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