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Sep tember  1993

f " t i r rg :  Sep t . .  4  1993 ,  Be l l evue  Pub l i c  L ib ra ry ,  L0am

Now before you say i t ,  y€s,  the meet . ing th is  month is  on the Labor
Day Weekend. However, given the weather we have been having t.his
"summer"  I  doubt  i f  i t  w i l l  be wor th going anywhere other  than the
Chapter  Meet ing!

And for  those of  you who do turn up for  the meet ing,  p lease note
there WILL be a s l ide show cover ing the 1993 Nat ional  Convent ion in
At lanta,  be ing a jo in t  Andrew Bi rkbeck/ ter ry  Moore misadventure.

Also at  the September meet ing,  and bet ter  a  l i t t le  la te than never ,
r ibbons wi l l  be handed out  for  those who took par t  in  the last  two CIub
Pro jec t s :  B -17 ' s  and  Lu f twa f f e  F igh te r s .  The  B -L7 ' s  t ook  F i r s t  P1ace ,
and  the  Lu f twa f fe  F igh te rs ,  Second  P lace ,  d t  l as t  Ap r i l t s  Recon  V I f  Show.
Those who par t ic ipated wi l l  each be awarded a F i rs t  or  Second Place
Ribbon.  So p lease turn up to  co l - lect .

A reminder  to  those who ran of f  wi th  Formula One rac ing cars at  last
month 's  meet ing:  They MUST be f in ished in  t ime for  the October  2nd IPMS
Vancouver  Show. Fai l -ure to  meet  the deadl ine wi l l -  resul t  1n a f i rm
request  to  pay for  the model  you took.  This  is  the same " incent ive"
prov ided to  the Luf t .waf fe  and B-17 Pro jects .  P lease noLe two members
st i l - l -  owe for  not  complet ing t .he i r  models  for  t .he Luf t .waf fe  pr<-r ject ,  and
i i -  would be apprec iated i f  you paid up at  the Sept .ember meet ing.

OCTOBER MEETING

a As th ings s tand at  t .he moment ,  the Octr :ber  meet ing is  set  for
Eturdaw.  October  3oth.  Yes.  turns out  what-  fooker l  1-o l re  a pns i r . ' ivs  mo\re

for  our  c lub has turned out  to  be a d isaste j r ,  meet ing space wise.  The
l ibrary is  promot ing i tse l f  as a p lace to  meet ,  and looks l ike t .h ings
have taken of f .  Your  Execut ive commit tee is  current ly  look ing at  one
sight  in  the Bal lard area (NOT Amer ican Eagles) ,  but  i t  is  now obvious ly
cr j - t ica l  that  we f ind new accommodaLions,  or  r isk  to ta l ly  d isrupt ive
meet ing t imes:  F i rs t  Saturday of  the month one t ime,  th i rd  the nexl ,
second fo l lowing that .  SO FELLOW MEMBERS: Now is  the t ime t .o  get .  o f f
your  duf fs  and put  your  th ink ing caps on:  f j -nd us a p lace to  meet  where
we can:  1 /  book for  a  length of  t ime the second Saturday of  each month;
2 /  has  room fo r  a t  Leas t  eO peop le ;  3 /  has  tab les  and  cha i r s  f o r  same 60
peop le  p lus  mode ls ;  a /  has  fac i l i t i es  fo r  s l i de  p resen ta t i ons ;  5 /  has  no
trouble accept ing the odd vendor  or  three each month;  6 /  is  FREE or  at
least  cheap.  This  is  YOUR CIub,  so p lease,  make an ef for t  to  f ind us a
regular  p lace to  meet .  Churches would be a good star t ,  ds most  have
rnee t i ng  fac i l i t i es ,  bu t  t end  to  Le t  t he i r  pa r i sh ione rs  have  f i r s t  cno i ce .
Cl -ubs l - ike Rotary,  E1ks,  Amer ican Legion a l l  have fac i l i t ies,  again
requi r ing ins ide contacts .  So get  to  i t  chaps,  t ime is  shor t .

F ina l ly  th is  month,  a  word f rom your  humble scr ibe,  the Edi tor .
Working away at l i fe j-s becoming a bit of a chore, and add to this the
f rust rat ion of  t ry ing to  bui ld  two models  per  month (not  as easy as I  had
thought) ,  someth ing has had to  g ive.  You wi l l  be p leased to hear  that
s tar t ing as of  the next  newslet ter ,  you wi l l  have a new Edi tor .  Kevin
Cal lahan,  sof tware guru and genera l  Republ ican compla iner ,  is  tak ing over

f ie  Edi tor 's  desk.  This  DOESNTT mean you are through wi th  hear ing f  rom
-,  as I  have promised Kevin I  wi l l  he lp l ighten h is  load by contr ibut ing

at  least  b i -month ly  rev iews etc .  I t  has been my p leasure to  serve these
past  few years as Edi tor ,  and wish Kevin a l l -  the best  in  h is  new task.



Bui ld ing Tamiya 's  SdKfz 25O13 Hal f - t rack in  1:35 Scale
By Rocky Rockwel l

The SdKfz 2SO-series leichte schutzenpanzerwagen, or l ight half-tracks, was
bui l t  by the Germans in  huge numbers,  wi th  var iants  for  near ly  every conceivable use.
The 250/3 was a specia l ized vers ion designed to be used as a mobi le  command post ,
art i l lery observation unit,  ground control unit for the Luftwaffe, and general-purpose
command vehic le  for  bat ta l ion and company s ized uni ts .  The 250/3 is  most  widely
recognized among modelers as the "Gre i f " ,  the preferred mount  of  the Deser t  Fox,
F ie ld  Marshal  Erwin Rommel .  The 250/3 served in  large numbers wi th  a lmost  a l l
Wehrmacht and SS panzet and panzergrenadier divisions, as well as with Luftwaffe
and f ield art i l lery regiments. Although the 2SO-series vehicles did not offer the cross-
country mobil i ty of the big 8-wheeled scout cars or the larger SdKfz 251-series half-
t racks,  they were far  super ior  to  the SdKfz 2211222-  ser ies of  4-wheeled cars,  and
were among the most widely used vehicles of their type, serving on al l  fronts
throughout  the war .

The Tamiya k i t  has been around for  some t ime,  and because of  i ts  age,  does
not  represent  the i r  best  mold ing ef for ts .  l t 's  not  bad,  mind you,  but  ne i ther  is  i t  up to
the s tandards of  some of  the i r  newer armor k i ts .  The mold ing is  c lean enough,  wi th
l i t t le  i f  any f lash,  and the mold marks aren ' t  hard to  c lean up,  but  the deta i l  just  isn ' t
as cr isp and sharp as in  the k i ts  f rom newer molds.  The k i t  can be bui l t  as e i ther  the
famous "Grei f "  or  as a s tandard command uni t  o f  the Wehrmacht ,  depending on the
modeler 's  preference.

The in ter ior  o f  the vehic le  is  wel l -deta i led,  wi th  dr iver  and radio operator 's  seats
in front and a third seat for,the command net radio operater in the back. The large
radio set  in  the rear  compartment  is  reasonably  wel l 'done,  but  benef i ts  f rom some
added deta i l ,  such as headsets and/or  microphones and cables,  and perhaps a few
added knobs or  swi tches.  The dash of fers  ra ised deta i l  in  the form of  gauges and a
couple of  swi tches,  and the r ight  seat  has a smal l  rad io set  o f  i ts  own.  There are sh i f t
levers and a t ransmiss ion housing that  has a large padded cushion on top,  presumably
for  addi t i i ; ra l  seat ing.  Miscel laneous in ter ior  deta i ls  inc lude a r i f le  rack wi th  3 Kar-98
Mausers,  an MP4O machine p is to l  wi th  ammo pouch,  spare pr ism b locks for  the v is ion
por ts ,  a  f lare p is to l ,  and two saddle drum magazines for  the MG34's  molded in to a
wal l  rack.  There are two MG34's  for  defensive armament .

The k i t  has an engine,  and i f  des i red you can bui ld  the k i t  wi th  the engine
access panels  open.  Engine deta i l  is  mediocre,  though,  so you might  be bet ter  o f f
leav ing the hood panels  shut  and us ing the engine in  another  k i t  where i t 's  not  apt  to
be c losely  scrut in ized.  The f ront  suspension of fers  wheels  that  can be turned.

Exter ior  deta i ls  inc lude p ioneer  too ls ,  some molded- in  deta i l  i tems on the
mudguard that ,  wi th  carefu l  pa int ing,  can be made to look at  least  reasonably  decent ,
and a t r ipod for  mount ing an MG34 as an ant i -a i rcraf t  gun of f  the vehic le .  There is  a
mul t i -p iece absembly,  to  represent  the rack of  6  fue l  cans carr ied by Rommel 's  ha l f -
t rack on the rear  armor p la te,  and a s ledge hammer and bol t  cut ters  for  the f ront
fenderrs. There's a molded piece intended to represent a canvas tarp cover folded back
along the rear hull  top, but you'd be better off to make your own if  you want one. The
plast ic  p iece is  just  too r ig id  to  depic t  the "drape"  of  canvas proper ly .  The forward
vision ports can be buil t  either open or closed, but for the side ports this isn't practical,
and you ' l l  be bet ter  o f f  leav ing them shut .
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The rear door is a separate piece, but i f  you use the kit supplied tarp over the
rear  hu l l ,  i t  rnay be hard to  bui ld  the k i t  wi th  door  open ( i f  you so desi re) .  I  wanted to
leave the rear door open to further show the interior of the vehicle, so I left the tarp
off. I  also elected to leave off the dist inctive gas can rack that the kit provides for the
'Gre i f "  vers ion,  choosing instead to  mount  a s ing le gas can in  a rack on the r ight  s ide.

The frame antenna commonly found on SdKfz 2501251 half-tracks used as
command vehic les is  wel l  represented,  and there is  a  second mount  for  the whip
antenna often carried for the company radio net. Both need the addit ion of the cable
that typical ly ran from the radio set to the base of the antenna mount - photos show
these c lear ly ,  especia l ly  where the cable jo ins the f rame antenna.  The f rame antenna
consists of 5 pieces, and careful al ignment during assembly is important i f  you want
the f inished product to look r ight.

The tracks are accurate enough, but they are hard plastic, of mult iple-piece
design, and are tr icky to assemble on the vehicle. l f  you fol low the kit instructions, i t
w i l l  be d i f f icu l t  to  pa int  and weather  the ins ides of  the t racks or  the suspension.  I
found that  the best  method was to  assemble the suspension,  pa int  and weather  i t ,
then use i t  as a template to  shape the t racks whi le  the g lue hold ing the l inks together
dries. This needs to be done before the mudguards are put on, or you wii l  not be able
to instal l  the tracks properly. The tracks should be assembled into top and bottom
halves us ing the suspension as a j ig .  Then,  when they are thoroughly  dry ,  they can be
painted and weathered,  and f ina l ly  put  onto the vehic le  us ing super  g lue to  connect
the ends.  Last ,  the pre-painted mudguards can be assembled to  the hul l  s ides.  l f  you
do i t  in  th is  manner ,  the t racks come out  look ing good,  an accurate s imulat ion of  the
high-prof i le  rubber  b lock t rack used on the 2SO-ser ies.  This  process a lso a l lows you to
sirnu!ate the natura! sag of the t 'ac!, a^ the ..reh!.r ls ' .  altho'-;h ! f  ounC t\ct m1-, 9.;1
needed some adjustment in the posit ion of the fr 'ont sprocket to al low the tracks to f i t
r ight .  The t racks were e i ther  ha l f  a  l ink too shor t ,  or  ha l f  a  l ink too long,  and a l i t t le
reposi t ion ing of  the sprockets was needed to make ends meet ,  so to  speak.  As a
resul t ,  I  now have a couple of  spare t rack l inks s towed on the vehic le ,  which is  f ine
since none come with the kit.

The only other real problem area is the exhaust shroud. The piece that
represents the sheet metal cover over the muff ler doesn't f i t  rarorth beans, and the
exhaust  p ipe i tse l f  isn ' t  even there.  You' l l  need to do a l i t t le  cut t ing and sh imming to
make the shroud f i t  r ight - i t  should f i t  al l  but seamlessly into the recess between the
f ront  fender  and the t rack mudguard on the le f t  s ide.  (S imi lar  work may be necessary
to make the cargo box f i t  proper ly  in to the corresponding spot  on the r ight  s ide. . . )  |
used a p iece of  1116"  d iameter  a luminum tubing cut  to  about  1/4"  long,  and reamed
out the end t i t l  the walls were paper-thin, to represent the exhaust pipe itself .  The
extra work was worth i t ,  and the completed job looks really nice.

I  bu i t t  my k i t  as a "gener ic"  Wehrmacht  command vehic le ,  ra ther  than the a l l -
too-commonly seen Afrika Korps version, using Humbrol Neutral Gray as ,r base coat
and weather ing i t  w i th  l ighter  grays and Armor Sand to g ive i t  a faded,  dusty  look.  The
decals provided are a l i t t le on the thick side, but as with most Tamiya decals, they
responded well to Solvaset, and I had no trouble Qett ing them to go on properly.

Al l  in  a l l ,  whi le  some work is  needed to make the k i t  f i t  proper ly  in  some areas,
and the mold ing is  not  as c lean and cr isp as some of  Tamiya 's  more recent  of fer ings,  I
l ike the results. Considering the wide usage and numerous variet ies of the 2SO-series
hal f - t racks,  no co l lect ion of  WWll  German vehic les should be wi thout  an example of
this important vehicle.
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Andrew Blrkbeck
3209 N.E. 98th Street
seattle, wA 99115
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