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MARCH 1.993
IPMS SEATTLE NEWSLETTER

MARCH MEETING:  Saturday ,  March  13 th ,  1 -O:OO am
Venue:  James G.  Murphy  Co (see map be low)

We star t  th is  monthrs newslet ter  wi th  a d iscuss ion of  the upcoming
Recon VI I  Show and Contest ,  and the Organizerst  reasons for  ho ld ing such
a Show. This is prornpted by a rather negative piece of correspondence
recently received from a group of modelers further inland from Seatt le.
IPMS Seat t le  sends th is  group,  a  non- IPMS model ing group,  our  newslet ter
each month in the interests of furthering the hobby of modeling.

The March 93 issue of  th is  model ing grouprs newslet ter  conta ins the
fo l lowing p iece:  r r ln  the January (93)  IPMS Seat t le  (newslet ter )  i t  was
pointed out  ra ther  c lear ly  that  they ( IPMS Seat t le)  donr t  want  to  see
anything less than perfect in the contest. Seams and al ignment must be
per fect ,  ds must  a lso be paint  jobs,  decals  and everyth ing e lse.  Besides
the  con tes t ,  t he re  w i l l  be  a  d i sp lay  a rea  fo r  mode ls . . . . bu i l t  by  those
who are not quite up to the perfect standard, but st i l l  have nerve enough
to d isp lay the i r  sub-standard work. r l

F i rs t ly ,  i ly  personal  thanks to  th is  model ing group,  for  the i r  keen
ef for ts  to  promote our  Show (READ: BfG JOKE),  and to  fur ther  the genera l
wish to  see great  numbers of  models  d isp layed in  one p lace,  d t  one t ime.
For, despite what some people night say, IPMS Seatt le is after at the
upcoming Show, p lease note that  the organizers want  on ly  two th ings to
happen on Apri l  loth z L/ Everyone in attendance to have a great t irne with
the hobby we a l l  supposedly  Love;  2 /  Everyone get t ing to  see lo ts ,  and

I ts ,  o f  models  f rom al l  areas of  in terest  wi th in  the hobby,  and a l l
Uvels  of  sk i l l .  The INTENT is  Nol ! . -  REPEAT NoT,  to  see only  r rper fect r l

models ,  for  th is  would defeat  the purposes l is ted above for  hav ing the
Show in  the f i rs t  p lace.

The in tent  o f  the January r rContest  Judging Standardsrr  was to  set
out ,  c lear ly  for  a I I  to  see,  the basis  on which entr ies to  the Contest
part of the Show would be judged. Anyone who l-ooks at such parameters
so le l y  f r om the  bas i s  o f  r r i t  a i n r t  pe r f ec t ,  so  I fm  no t  en te r i ng r t i s
hur t ing everyone,  but  most  especia l ly  themsefves.

For  you see,  i f  the organizers could th i -nk up a way to  draw maximum
display models  wi thout  the nasty  word ' rcontest r r ,  then bel ieve me,  they
would irnplernent such a scherne. However, the goal of the Organizers is to
draw rnaximum models  for  d isp lay,  and t ime and t ime again i t  has been
shown that  the word r rContest r r ,  and the lure of  potent ia l  pr izes,
consis tent ly  br ings out  the most  models .  And s ince a Contest  wi l l  take
pIace,  sure ly  the best  models  in  any category should win,  whatever
standard they may be too.  And bel ieve ME, there wi l l  not  be a PERFECT
model  amongst  the winners.  Trust  me,  F i rs t  P lace in  ALL categor ies wi l l
be f lawed,  some more than others.  Those wi th  the LEAST f laws wi l l
hopefu l ly  win.  And sure ly  we a1I  want  to  bui ld  models  wi th  as few f laws
as poss ib le ,  even i f  many of  us seem to cont inual ly  end up each t ime wi th
some real  c langers.  However ,  every once in  a whi le  th ings seem to fa I I
in to p lace just  r ight ,  and the f laws are less than normal .  I  th ink we
would a l l  agree that  a  contest  that  encouraged seam l ines,  misa l igned
wings,  bowed t racks and misal igned auto chassis  would be a contest  few of
r . r .s  would wish to  v is i t .

I  so PLEASE, br ing your  models  in  large numbers,  enter  the contest  or
Elh ib i t  on the t tDisp lay Onlyr r  tab les,  whatever  su j - ts  your  fancy.  Every
one of  us has someth ing to  of fer  our  fe I low modeler  when we d isp lay our
work, and hopeful ly every one of us is proud of the work they do in the
interests of the hobby we chose to spend our most precious hours:
re laxa t i on  t ime .

r l,o
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Due to  the  unava j - Iab i l i t y  o f  the  Be l - Ievue L ib rary  fo r  our  Marc i r
m e e t i n g  a n d  a  l a c k  o f  a v a i l a b f e  m e e t i n g  s p a c e  ( a t  a  r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e )
i n  t h e  B e l l e v u e  a r e a  o u r  M a r c h  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e
J a m e s  G .  M u r p h y  C o m p a n y ,  1 8 2 2 6  6 8 t h  A v e n u e  N E  i n  K e n m o r e .  I { h y  T h e r e ?

f )  I t ' s  f r e e
2 )  I  h a v e  t h e  k e y s
3 )  P l e n t y  o f  f r e e  p a r k i n g
4)  LOTSA ROOM FOR VENDORS!  !  !

M e e t i n g  t i m e :  1 0  a m  u n t i l  w h e n e v e r ,  S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  1 3 t h

H a v e  y o u r  L u f t w a f f e  p r o j e c t  r e a d y  a n d  w h a t e v e r  e l s e  y o u  m a y  h a v e
i n  t h e  w o r k s  f o r  R e c o n  7 .

W e ' 1 1  s e e  y o u  t h e r e

Ter ry
-4-
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Building Tamiya's MB Selt-Propelled Howitzer in 1:35 Scale
By Rocky Rockwell

After seeing the results of a mechanized army in action during the Blitzkrieg in Europe,
the U.S. Army wanted iLs own torces to have mobility comparable to that of the Wehrmacht. As
part of this master plan, the Army sought ways to make artillery mobile by adapting various
types of towed artillery to vehicle mounts, and numerous experiments were conducted. One of
these involved mounting the grpular, if somewhat limited, 75mm field howitzer in a revolving
turret on the chassis of the M5A1 light tank. After a few miscues, an open turret was fbund that
was workatlle, antl the new vehicle wa:; designated as the Howirzer Motor Carriage M8, entering
service n 1942. The stubby little howitzer had a range of 6000-8000 yards, and 46 rounds of
75mm ammunition were carried. The M8's nvin Cadillac engines gave it a top speed of just
under 40 mph. very good fbr the day, and a .S0-caliber machine gun in a ring mount on the rear
of the turret provided air defense capability. A total of nearly l8(D were built before pruluction
ceased in l9M.

Tamiya's ofTering of the M8 has been around fbr some time, but iudging by the number
seen at shows and contests, it has never been among their most popular kits. Yet it is a very
gtxxl kit fbr those who like armor but tire of the usual parade <lf M 1 's. 'I'-72's, etc. It is cleanly
molded in dark O.D. plastic with almost no flash. Aside from a f'ew eiector pin marks on the
inside of the turret halves, there is little cleaning up needed except fbr removing the fine seam
lines fiom some parts prior to assembly.

The turret goes together easily enough, and my only complaint here is- that there's not
much detail inside the turret. However. there aren't many photo ref-erences available fbr the
interior of this vehicle, and there may not have been much there anyway! What detail there is
consisls of'a couple of ammo boxes for the .50 MG on the left side turret wall, some ammo in
vertical racks on the re;r of the fighting compartment floor, and a couple of ready rounds in a
rack in the turret bustle. There are three fbld-<lown seals provided for the gunnery crew? antl a
sight assembly that goes in the right side of the turret next to the gun trunnion. The gun itself
goes together easily, provitling an acceptable rendition of the 75nrm howitzer breech and
recuperator housings. There are also upper and lower safety bars that surround the breech to keep
body parts out of the way during recoil.

The turret-mounted .50 cal MG is one of the gofil ones (remember for awhile there when
Tamiya's M2 .50's had molded-in grips'l Yecch!), and needs little save drilling out the muzzle,
hut the ring-mount yoke sems a bit crude. Again, due to the lack of detailed pictorial ref'erences,
it's hard to say exactly what the real one was like, but the blocky slab-cut thing you get with the
kit certainly doesn't look very good.

External detail is typical of Tamiya kits of the period, which is to say quite gotxl- There
are separate tools, which are nice enough on their own, though some may opt fbr Cal-Scale
pioneer tools, and several sections of track grousers that anach to the turret sides. The hull top
plate and glacis plate are separate parls, and the engine grilles and rear deck are nicely done.
There are separate pieces for all the headlamps, etc., and these are nicely molded as well,
although the headlamp guard brackels are a bit too thick and could stand being thinned down a
trit.

The upper and lower hull sections go together well emrugh, and aside from covering the
holes in the bottom of the hull (put there, no doubt, so that Tamiya could motorize the thing to
amuse children and vex household pets), there's not much to putting it together, though you will



need to fill some small gaps just above the drive sprockets. The kit provitles side skirts, or mud
guards, that cover the top of the tracks and the return rollers, but in most cases these were
removed by the crews in combat, since they were easily damaged and made the tracks and
sprockets more apt to clog up with mud or debris. If you leave these side skirts off as I did, you
will also neetl to cover some large gaps under the sides of the upper hull over the tracks, but this
is easily done with some sheet styrene and should pose no problem.

The rear deck overhangs the rear engine access drnrs, and unlike the earlier Stuart kits,
this one provides a piece to fill the gap when viewed liom below. There is a piece that goes onto
the rear upper hull and provides the top rear panel where the turls are mounted. The fiont glacis
plate allows you the option of leaving the tlriver's visor raised, which is nice, but there's nothing
behind it, so you'll want to add a seat and perhaps some controls if you exercise this option. You
shoukl add seats in the front anyway, since the top is open and you can see at least far enough
fbrward to see where the seat back"^ should be.

The suspension and wheels are nicely done, down to the weld beads on the road wheels,
and go together with minimal fussing. The tracks are relatively plain, but then the tracks on the
real thing weren't much eitler, heing little more than simple rubber blocks with steel links and
external guide teeth, just like the tracks on the M3/M5 Stuart light tanks.

Aside fiom the turls that mount on the rear deck and a few segmenls of track grousem

on the outside of the turret, you get virtually no external equipment, which is typical of many
armor kits, and a constant source of aggravation to those of us who like to model such vehicles
with a typical load of bags, bundles and boxes. lf you want to build this one with any added
stowage. you'll hat'e to scrounge from other kits or your spare parls box, or spring tbr Verlinden
stuff - very nice, but ah^o very pricey. Like most AFV's, in action M8's carried a wide variety
of equipment al-ld personal i(ems. both G.l. issue and otherwise, antl were often secn towing a
small ammo trailer, much like the one that c:omes with Tamiya jeep kit. 'Ihis might be a
worthwhile investment if you want to add authenticity to your display....

Decals are the usual tiom Tamiya - usable, but a bit thick. They will contbrm to contours
okay after a liberal soaking with Solvaset, but sometimes the edges show when you weather the
vehicle. lf you have suitable decals for national insignia, etc.. from Supemcale or Scale Master,
they woukl he a better bet, though they rarely have armor unit markings or tactical lD codes.

In short, this offering fiom Tamiya is well detailed and goes- together with a minimum
of bother. lf you're in the market fbr open-top AFV's for a contest, this is a gootl candidate that
witl provide you with a nice example of the type, and with mail-order prices in the $10-ll
range, it won't set you back a week's pay, either.



T h e  C a s e  o f  T h e  H e l l c o p t e n  T h a t  H o v e n e d  T o o  L o n g
b y  J o h n  D e R o s i a

3 4 7  - " ] - 9 7

I  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n l t y  a t  o u r  l a s t  I P M S  m e e t l n g  ( S e p t  1 2 t h )  t o  m e e r
J o h n  r r S ] . s t s n  S l s t t e r y  f n o m  t h e  H e l l c o p t e r  F o u n d a t l o n  I n t e n n a t l o n a ] -
( H F I )  I o c a t e d  l n  O x o n  H 1 1 1 ,  M a n y l a n d .  H e  w a s  a l s o  e t  o u t  N a t i o n a l s  l - n
J u l y  a n d  a t  t h a t  t l m e  h e  l e f t  h J . s  b u l s n e s s  c a r r d  a t  3  o f  m y  h e J - J - c o p t e r
m o d e l s  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s  t h a t  w e r e  a t  t h e  s h o w .  J o h n  S l a t t e r : /  1 s  t h e
c u r a t o r  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t l o n  k n o w n  a r r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  f o : r  1 t e  l n w o L v m e n t
a n d  p r o m o t l o n  o f  h e ] . l c o p t e n s  f r . o m  a I l  c o r r n e r s  o f  t h e  g l o b e .  S l n c e  t h e
f o u n d s t l o n  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a n y  r e a ] .  h e J . l c o p t e n s  o n  d l e p ] - a y .  1 t  l n s t e a d
h a s  a m a E s e d  w h a t  l s  s a l d  t o  b e  t h e  w o r l d  I  s  ] . a r g e s t  h e l l e o p t e r ^  m o d e l
c o 1 l e c t 1 o n .  I t r s  r 3 o o t s  s t a r t e d  w l - t h  J o h n r s  p n l v a t e  c o 1 ] - e c t l o n  a s  w e ] - ] -
a s  m a n y  ! < l n d s  o f  a n t l - c l e s .  p l - c t u r e e  e t c .  S o u r : c e s  s e ' y  t h e  H F I  l s  t h e
b e s t  s o u r c e  f o r  a n y  h e ] - l c o p t e r  l n t e : r e s t s ,  h l s t o n y ,  p l c t u r e s  a n d
a n t l e l e s .  J o h n  t r a v e l s  a l l  o v e r  J u e t  t o  t r y  t o  k e e p  c o l l e c t l n g  l t e m s
f o r  t h e  H F I .

W e l l  h e  w a s  l n  t h e  S e a t t 1 e  a r e a  f o r  a o m e  o t h e r  H F I  l n t e n e s t s  a n d
s t o p p e d  a t  o u r .  m e e t l n g  t o  h o p e f u ] . l y  m e e t  s o m e  o f  u s .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  I l k e
t o  p o l n t  o u t  t h a t  J o h n  1 s  a l s o  a  m o d e ] - e : r  b u l ] . d e r  s o  h e  d o e s  s p e a t <  o u r
l a u n g u a g e .  H e  t a l k e d  t o  a  f e w  o f  u s ,  a n a l  I  a g n e e d  t o  L o a n  J o h n  m y
m o d e l  o f  m y  t / U 8 t h .  s c a ] . e  R e v e l l  C H - 5 3  M a n l n e  h e ] - l c o p t e r .  J o h n  s a l d
t h a t  l - f  I  ( o n  a n y o n e )  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  c l o n a t e  a  h e l l c o p t e n  m o d e l  t o  t h e
f o u n d a t l o n ,  a  t a x  d e d u c t l o n  w o u l d  b e  l s s u e d  t o  t h e  b u l l d e r  f o r  r r x r r

a m o u n t .
I t  I  s  ha rd  t o  pu t  l n to  wo rds  why  I  am no t  nead l z  t o  g l ve  away  o r

c l c n s . t e  s o l n e  o f  r n y  n n o d e i s - b u t  m a n y  o f  ' - o u  r n o d e l e r s  k n o w  t h a t  f e e r i n g .
Any  asoun t  o f  money  can  no t  b reaR me  away  f  : r om some o f  my  mode ls .  John
u n d e n s t o o d  t h l s  v e r y  m u c h ,  e n d  h e  w a s  v e r : /  s u p p o r t l v e  o f  m e  J u s t
l o a n l - n g  t h e  h e . l _ 1 c o p t e r .  S o - I  a g r e e d  t o  d r o p  1 t  o f f  a t  t h e  S e a T a c
M a n r l o t t  w h e r : e  J o h n  r ^ r a s  s t a y l o n g  a b o u t  7 : O O p m  t h a t  n 1 g h t .  H e  w a s  a t  a '
c o n v e n t l o n  a n d  h e  ] - e f t  e x p t l c l t  l n s t n u c t l o n s  w l t h  t h e  h o t e 1 .

I  a n n l v e d  r l g h t  o n  t 1 m e ,  e n d  a t  f l r s t  n o b o d y  k n e w  o f  a n y b o d y  n a m e d
J o h n  S l a t t e r y .  F l n a 1 ] . r z  a f t e n  a  f e w  m l n u t e s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  p e o p 1 e  b e h l n d
t h e  d e s k  r e m e m b e r e c l  t e l k l n g  t h e  t h e t  " g u y t t  s e v e l a e ] .  h o u r s  e e n ] - l e r .  I
w a s  g e t t l n g  w e l n d  f e e l l n g s  b y  n o w .  I  b n o u g h t  t h e  c a e r e  a , : : o u n d  b e h l n d
t h e  n e c e p t l o n  d e s k  a n d  a s k e d  l f  I  s h o u l d  s l g n  s o m e t h l n g  s l n c e  t h l s  w a s
a  v a l u a b l e  m u s e u m  m o d e l .  I  w a s  r e a s s u r e d  n o . . . e v e r l r t h l n g  w l ] . l  b e  o k a y .
J o h n  a g n e e d  t o  g e t  t t  f o r  h l s  r e t u r n  f l l C h t  a b o u t  1 2 :  O O  m l - d n l g h t  b a c k
t o  W a s h l n g t o n  D . C .  a r e a .  I  ] . e f t  t h e  h e l l c o p t e r  l n  a n  r r e a n t h q u a k e r r

p r o o f  c a s e  e s  w e I I  a s  a  l e t t e r  s a y l n g  p l e a s e  c a l ] .  m e  l a t e  t o  l e t  m e
k n o w  y o u  c l l C l  l n d e a d  g e t  t h e  h e ] . l - c o p t e r .

I  w a s  u p  n e s l  l a t e  S a t u r d s y  n l g h t  a n d  I  C l l d  n o t  g e t  a  c a l l  f n o m
J o h n .  D l d  I  f e e ] -  r e a . l -  b a d  v l b e  a t  t h l s  t l m e ? ?  Y o u  b e t .  I  d l d  f e e l -  t h e t
J u s t  m a y b e  J o h n  w a s  n u s h e d  a n d  h e  J u s t  d l d n r t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  c a l l .

S u n d a y  a f t e r n n o n  a n e w e r e d  t h a t  g u e s t l o n  w h e n  J o h n  c a l l e d  m l z  h o u s e
t o  s a y  h e  w a s  h o p p L n g  I  n e a l l y  w o u l d  h a v e  } e f t  t h e  m o d e l  .  .  W H A T ?  !
Y o u  m e a n  y o u  d l d n  I  t  g e t  1 t ?  !  O h  n o ?  !  !  !  H e  e a l d  t h e y  t u n n e d  t h e
M a n n l o t t  u p s l d e  d o w n  t h a t  n l g h t  a n C l  t h e r : e  w a s  n o  h e l l c o p t e r  w a l t l n g
f o r  J o h n .  H e l p

A f t e r  a b o u t  2  h o u n s  o n  t h e  p h o n e  w l t h  t h e  M a n n l - o t t - m y  m o d e l  t u r n e do



u p  1 n  o n e  o f  t h e l n  s t o r e  r o o m s  l n  t h e  b e s e m e n t
s h l f t s .  s o m e  f f k l n d i l  e m p l o y e e  w a s  n o t  ] - e f t  t h e
b e  b y  l a t e r  t h a t  n l g h t  t o  p t c k  1 t  u p .  J o h n  a n C l
m a n y  m e n y  p h o n e s  c a 1 1 s  1 a t e r  t h a t  h e  p l a c e d  t o
w a s  d e l l v e n e d  p e r ^ s o n n a l l y  t o  h l m  b y  a .  M a r r l o t t
Lucky  emp loyee  1 f  you  ask  me

I d e a l l - y  t h e  M a n n l o t t  r ^ r a s  h e l d  n e g p o n s l b l e r  € | , r d  I  w l I I  a d m l t  t h a t
J o h n  w a s  e ' b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  o u t s t a n d l n g  1 n  t h e  v a l - u e  h e  p r a c e d  o n  m y
p e r ^ s o n e l  m o d e l ,  t h e  t l m e  h e  p u t  l n t o  i t r s  r e c o v e r y ,  s n C l  t h e  e n e r g y  h e
k e p t  u n t l 1  l t  w a s  p u t  o n  d l s p ] - a 5 /  a t  t h e  f o u n d a t l o n .

J o h n  w l l l  t n y  t o  c o m e  b a c k  a b o u t  l - a t e  N o v e m b e r r  o n  D e c e m b e r  a n d
f t o p e f u l l y  g e t  s o m e  m o r e  h e ] - l c o p t e r  m o d e 1 s  t o  i l l - s p ] - a l z .  p l e a e e  c o n t a . c t
m e  o r  J o h n  f o n  m o n e  l n f o r m a t l o n  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  y o u r  h e l l c p o t e r  m o d e l  t o
b e  d l s p l a : z e d  f o n  a ] - ] -  t h e  w o r . l d  t o  s e e .  I  c a n  h o n e s t l y  s a y  t h a t  1 n
s u c h  e  s h o r t  p e r l o d  o f  t l m e ,  I  f e e l  a s  t h o u g h  I  h a v e  k n o w n  J o h n  f o r  a
v e r l /  l o n g  t l - m e .  T h a t  1 s  h o w  n l - c e  e ' n d  i n t e r e s t l - n g  a n  l . n d l _ v l - d u a l  h e  1 s .
r  l o o k  f  o r w a r c l  t o  h l s  n e x t  v l s 1 t .  l l l s  a c l c r r e s g  1 s  a s  f  o r r o w s :

J o h n  M .  S ] - a t t e r y
H e ] . l . c o p t e n  A n c h l v e
P .  O .  B o x  1 8 O 2 9
O x o n  H l  I  l  ,  M D  Z O T  t t 5
7  o3 ' /683 -  46  46

.  D u n l - n g  a  e h e n g e  1 n
m e s s a g e  t h a t  J o h n  w o u l d

I  g o t  b a c k  l n  t o u c h  a n d
t h e  M a r r l o t t - m y  m o d e l
e m p ] - o y e e  2  d a y s  l s t e r .

From: Andrew Birkbeck
3209 N.E. 98th Street
seattle, wA 981 15

IPMS
A  r r lueatile To:


