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NEXT MEETING: Good Question

Unfortunately due to a speedily arranged tr ip to New Zealand to
attend a funeral, I  was unable to attend the last meeting. However, as
was mentioned by Terry Moore, our beloved Prez., the next club
I tmeet ingt t  wi l l  be in formal ,  ds we wi l l  be a l l  rneet ing (hopefu l ly )  a t
the Museum of  F l ight  for  the i r  "MODEL SHOW r93rr ,  Saturday June 5th.
Model  Entry  Regis t rat ion is  f rom 10 am unt i l  1-1:45 dr ,  wi th  the Award
Presentat ion set  for  3  pm. Last  yearrs  event  saw a good turnout ,  and
i t  would be great  to  see IPMS Seat t le  modelers out  in  force th is  year .

Regard ing a JuIy  IPMS meet ing,  th is  is  s t i l l  up in  the a i r  a t  the
rnoment. The Bellevue Public Library is scheduled to be moving to i ts
new location in the rnonth of June and the person I talked to in early
May said they hoped to be in  p lace by the rn idd le of  JuIy .  I  w i I I
cont inue to  contact  the L ibrary on a b i -weekly  bas is  unt i l  I  get  a
def in i t ive answer as to  when IPMS Seat t le  can next  ho ld a meet ing
there.  What  is  c lear  is  that  the new I ibrary bui ld ing has MULTIPLE
rneet ing rooms,  one being as large as our  present  fac i f i ty ,  then a
number of  smal- ler  rooms for  par t ies of  around L2 20 people.  This
UIGHT ease our  problems of  meet ing t i rne avai lab i l i ty  IF,  and ONLY IF,
the groups we have been compet ing wi th  for  space have been smal l???????
Stay tuned.

WHY WE SHOULD LOVE MODEL CONTESTS

There has been a background debate amongst 1ocal modelers as to
the desi rab i f i ty  o f  rnodel  contests .  The main top ic  of  d iscuss ion seems
to center  around the word r rcontest r r  ,  the p i t t ing of  one I  s  models
against  those of  o ther  modelers.  The r rant i -contest r r  fo lk  seeing th is
as some sor t  o f  Gladiator  bat t le  in  the Roman Arena,  wi th  the
Gladiators  being our  f rag i le  egos,  to  be hacked at  and p ierced by the
swords and spears of  the Judges.  The carnage v is ib le  to  a l l  once the
Judging has been completed,  our  egos bat tered,  b loodied,  cut  to
ribbons . Now if you do have a fragile ego, then the above analogy

is  qui te  apt .  In  th is  case,  should your  nodels  r rnot  be good
enoughrr logic would dictate that you keep your rnodels in the din l ight
of your hobby room where no one else can see them. HOWEVER, i f  l ike ne
you ENJOY seeing models buil t  by others, then you have a DUTY to bring
your own works along to such contests in order that they become a
success.  Wi thout  lo ts  of  ent r ies,  model  contests  wi l l  fa i l  to  ra ise
the funds necessary to  be prof i tab le,  and successfu l .  Ergo,  i f  you
donr t  enter  YOUR models ,  the contests  wi l l  be f lops,  and you wonr t  be
able to see the works of oTHERS.

Now the reason f  en joy seeing lo ts  of  modeLs bui l t  by other  fo lk
is  that  f  wish to  IMPROVE my own bui ld ing,  pa int ing,  decal ing and
weathering techniques. I can read every book ever writ ten about
inprovinq ny techniques, but these are just words on a page, with the



odd two dimensional picture. NOTHING beats the real thing, and
model contests do rnodelers and their rnodels congregate in large
numbers.  At  Contests  you can see the resul ts  of  the techniques,  ta lk
to the bui lders to  see how they achieved the i r  resul ts ,  and present
your  own ef for ts  to  the cr i t ica l  eye of  the v iewing publ ic .  I  be l ieve
that only by viewing the work of others, ds well as asking for
(fr iendly) cri t ical reviews regarding your own work, can you irnprove
your techniques. This is why I bel ieve in nodel contests, and why I
believe we should a1I actively part icipate in thern by entering our best
work.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ALL THOSE MODELS.. . .

At  the recent ly  he ld Recon VI I  Contest  here in  Seat t le ,  one of  the
big surprises for me was the lack of rnodels of rnult i-engined WWII
bombers.  In  aI I  sca les,  on ly  one turned up,  a  B-1-7 by Les Sundt  of
Tacoma.  r rWhere were aI I  the rest?f r ,  I  asked nysel f  .  Af ter  a I I ,
Min icraf t  has made a b ig name for  themselves producing excel lent
examples in  72nd scale of  wel l -known rnul t i -engined a i rcraf t  f rom WWfI .
Thei r  B-24rs have been out  now for  three years,  the i r  B- l -7 ts  for  two
years,  and the i r  B-29 for  a  fu I I  year .  Hundreds and hundreds of  these
ki ts  have been sold in  the Recon VI I  reg ion,  yet  none showed up for  the
Con tes t .  A l so  se l l i ng  i n  l a rge  numbers  have  been  Hasegawars  B -1 -7 rs ,
a l so  i n  z2nd  sca1e ,  and  i n  l esse r  numbers  A i r f i x / I t a le r i /ESCI  c -L3o ts ,
Hasegawars P-3 Or ion or  a l - l -  those Junker  Ju 52rs purchased over  the
years? In  the last  f ive years,  how many of  Monogramrs 8-36 Peacemakers
have you seen, even though thousands have been sold?

Then there are a l l  the other  categor ies,  constant ly  dominated by a
few  a i r c ra f t .  I n  72nd  sca le  s ing le  eng ine  j e t s  you  ge t  F - l -6 rs  coming
out  your  ears,  but  how rnany Mirage F-1-rs ,  De Havi l land Vampires,  Mi9
2Ls or  even F-8 Crusaders do you see? And in  twin je t? Enough of  a l l
t he  F -15 rs  and  F -18 rs ,  wha t  abou t  some o f  t hose  1ove ly  Fu j im i  F -7U
Cut lasses ,  BAC L igh tn ings ,  o t  B -57 ts?  Over  the  pas t  f i ve  o r  so  yea rs ,
superb models  of  the F-7U,  B-57 etc  have been issued.  Quest ion is ,
whererd they a l l  get  to?

And you armor builders, what ever happened to those German
Elefants  by l ta1er i ,  or  the M-7 Pr iest? How about  a Tauro WWI A7V the
next t irne you think rrGerman Armorrr, or a Bren Gun carrier next t ime you
th ink r rBr i t ishr ' .  Tarn iya has issued k i ts  o f  la te OTHER than the
Chal lenger .  DML sold conta iner  loads of  the i r  great  Scud and launcher ,
but no one seems interested in building then?

Fina1ly ,  So as not  to  go on too long,  what  about  the bui lders of
WWII  German a i rcraf t?  Haven' t  you got ten t i red of  a l l  those Fw 190rs
and Me 109ts? Why not  t ry  an Me L63,  an Me 262,  or  what  about  a Gotha
Go 242?  Or  i f  you  have  to  bu i l d  Me  109rs ,  why  no t  an  I t a l i an  o r
Hungar ian one,  a f ter  a1I ,  your  f i les are bulg ing wi th  a l l  those af ter -
market  decal  sheets.  .  .  .

So,  the next  t ine you reach for  a  model ,  go for  the top shel f ,  or
the back of the cupboard, and reach for one of those great kits we al l
own,  yet  se ldom bui ld .  Forget  the F-16rs and the P-51 Mustangrs,  and go
for  that  Nakaj i rna G8N1 Ri ta ,  the Junkers Ju 86 or  that  Mirage I I I  in
Austra l ian rnark ings.  Be unique,  donr t  fo l low the herd
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SUPPORT YOUR CANADIAN BUDDIES

October  2nd is  the date set  for  IPMS Vancouverrs  annual  Fal l  Show.
Last  yearrs  turnout  was less than spectacular  in  many categor ies,  and
rumors circulated that i t  was part ly due to US modelers, and fPMS
Seatt le mernbers in part icular, not part icipating. Whatever the
reasons,  there cer t l in ly  was an absence of  models  in  many categor ies.
In l ight of this, I  would l ike to encourage al l  our members to plan on
attending the Vancouver Show. Vancouver is a fun city to visit ,  and
the IPMS Vancouver crowd always treats me to a great t ime whenever f
attend their Show. I would also l ike to think those who plan to attend
are going to  br ing ing the i r  la test  creat ions to  the Show, and in  th is
way insure the continued success of this great autumn modeling event.

Those attending the Museurn of f t ight show June 5th can pick up a
f l ier  to  the Vancouver  Show, I is t ing aI I  the categor ies,  or  next  t ine
you are at  Amer ican Eagles,  p ick one up there.

ARE YOU A MODELER?

I  recent ly  at tended a rnodel  swap meet ,  and had the p leasure of
ta lk ing wi th  a couple of  modelers f rorn Vancouver ,  BC.  We chat ted
br ie f ly  about  the i r  Show last  year ,  and the absence of  model  ent r ies,
whi le  at  the same t ime there were p lenty  of  people who actual ly
a-ttend.ed the Show. My eyes then brief ly scanned the swap meet room,
and as I watched the vendors and visitors s! 'rap models for cash, the
quest ion entered rny rn ind:  r rHow many people who c la i rn  model ing as the i r
hobby actual ly  bu i ld  modelsr r?

I  expla ined my thoughts to  the Vancouver  modelers,  po int ing out
that  each month at  the IPMS Seat tLe meet ing,  whi le  we get  50+ members
turn ing up,  we are lucky i f  15 br ing models .  And each month,  wi th  rare
except ions,  the same people br ing in  the f in ished models .  I  had to
adrn i t  to  these Canadians that  once I  was a r rpurchaserr r  not  a  r rbu i lderr r ,

that  procrast inat ion had k i I led rny bui ld ing for  a  good number of  years.
My Northern pals adrnitted that this too was the scene in Vancouver.
They had to admit that there were many folk who they had never seen a
cornpleted nodel frorn, despite years in the hobby.

When I wondered aloud how many rrmodelersrr there were who just
opened the box,  rnade happy noises about  the qual i ty  o f  the k i t ,  and
then put i t  on the sheLf, the Canadians said they knew of folk who
didnr t  even open the box!  !  !  I t  went  s t ra ight  f rom the hobby shop,  uP
onto the shelf

The above is  at  least  ONE reason why model  contests  local ly  arenr t
as successfu l  as one rn ight  expect .  At  the recent  Recon in  Seat t le ,  500
rnodels  were entered by 150 rnodelers,  or  on ly  3 models  per  modeler  on
average. Add to this the fact that a further 200+ fol-k came to the
Show,  and  d idn r t  en te r  a  th ing .  Su re l y  no t  a l l  we re r rno t  good  enoughr r?
Eight  months having e lapsed s ince the last  large model  show in  Seat t le ,
150 modelers could only  manaqe three models  each,  and a fur ther  2OO+
noth ing at  a l l?  Sure ly  th is  po ints  to  one of  two th ings:  massive
numbers of  f rag i le  egos ,  o t  massive numbers of  r rmodelersr t  not  bu i ld ing
models? We shal l  see what  happens at  the Museum of  F l ight  June 5th.
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REVrEws 
Andrew Birkbecl<

I recently wrote away to Ace Hobbies in New York, after seeing a
review in Mil i lary Aircraft Preview (the superb Tacoma publication) for
something called ttHobby Manualrr out of what used to be Czechoslovakia.
At  $4.50 each,  these manuals  were sa id to  conta in excel lent  re ferences
for those wanting to detai l  models. At the price, I  thought f would
take a r isk and order a few, sight unseen. What a good thing I did! !  !
AII I  ever want in references is to be able to detai- l  two areas I
consider the most important on aircraft,  the two rnost visible areas
neglected by many producers: the cockpit and the undercarriage/wheel
wel l  area.  A11 is-prov ided,  and more,  in  the t tHobby Manual r r  ser ies.

Each book consis ts  of  f rom 11 to  20 pages of  b lack and whi te
drawings,  done on good qual i ty  photocopy paper .  Br ie f  descr ip t ions of
each drawing are in  Czech and Engl ish.  The drawings are of  per fect ly
acceptable qual i ty  for  what  rnost  deta i lers  would be look ing for ,
although the later issues are an improvement over the earl ier ones.

As exarnples ,  #LS covers the Arado Ar  234,  wi th  excel lent  cockpi t
drawings cover ing the A/B/C var iants ,  undercarr iage drawings,  engines,
the je t  engine s tar t -up t ro l ley,  bombs carr ied,  p lus carnouf lage and
rnark ing in for rnat ion,  in  17 pages.  Issue #1-6,  Su-22,  is  a  much larger
i ssue ,  d t  46  pages ,  and  l i ke  #15  p rov ides  a I I  you  wou ld  need  to  de ta i l
a  model  k i t :  10 pages for  the cockpi t ,  inc lud ing inst ruments,  canoPy
and e ject ion seat  drawings,  f ive pages for  the undercarr iage/wheel
wel ls ,  armament  py lons,  ord inance,  and co lor  and mark ings etc .

In  shor t ,  these publ icat ions are excel lent  model ing companions,
especia l ly  when teamed wi th  the appropr ia te I 'squadron Signal"  prof i le ,
which would prov ide you wi th  the h is tor ica l  and photographic  deta i ls
requi red.

REPLIC Maqazine
Andrew Birkbeck

For  those look ing for  a  very good qual i ty  av iat ion nodel ing
magazine,  and who wish to  improve the i r  High School  or  Col lege French,
the  F rench  pub l i ca t i on  I 'Rep l i c r r i s  f o r  you .  Each  i ssue  i s  40  pages ,
and comes out monthly. The f irst few pages of each issue cover the
Iatest  decal  and res in/etched meta l  re leases,  whi le  the back 8 or  so
pages cover  the la test  k i ts .  The advantage to these l is t i .ngs is  that
they often carry i tems not covered by US or Brit ish mags, such as
French and E.  European re leases,  esp.  f ron the smal ler  producers.

In between these front and back page reviews, are three or four
excel lent  rnodel ing/h is tor ica l  ar t ic les.  The March 93 issue covered the
Air f ix  k i t ,  combined wi th  the excel lent  Eduard etched meta l  par ts ,  to
produce a superb model  o f  the Savoia Marchet t i  SM 79.  As wel l  as
excellent color photographs of the model under construction, you are
treated to superb black and white AND COLOR pictures of the aircraft
dur ing wwII ,  ds wel l  as cockpi t  photographs,  torpedo deta i ls ,  and
machine gun armament  p ic tures.  The second ar t ic le  of  the issue is  on
the Hasegawa SH-3H in  48th scale,  wi th  model  shots,  p lus f ive pages of
co lor  photographs of  the real  i tem. The th i rd  ar t ic le  of  the issue is
on det l i l ing the Monogram 72nd scale F8F Bearcat  us ing the French f tHigh



O Techrr  deta i l ing set ,  cover ing a FRENCH Bearcat ,  wi th  lo ts  of  p ic tures,
p lus a good cockpi t  l ine drawing.

Tha February 93 issue has four  feature ar t ic les:  a  magni f icent  one
cover ing the DML Su 24 Fencer  in  72nd scale,  wi th  co lor  p ic tures of  the
kit being detai led, plus 8 COLOR photographs of the cockpit (the kit is
devoid oi cockpit detai l) plus a further 2L COLOR detai l  shots of the
actual  a i rcraf t .  Next  comes an ar t ic le  on bui ld ing a French Cur t is
Hawk H-75 from the Monogram kit,  which includes three excellent cockpit
pictures. Then a truly superb art icle on detai l ing the Tauro Macci MC
2oZ Folgore,  again wi th  incredib le  cockpi t  photos,  p lus b lack and whi te
and COLOR pic tures of  WWII  a i rcraf t  in  the f ie ld .  A br i t l iant  ar t ic le .
And we conLluded with a short art icle on the markings of aircraft from
the Luf twaf fe uni t ,  JG 77.

To conclude,  i f  you enjoy great  re ference mater ia l  for  a i rcraf t ,
a imed speci f j -ca l ly  a t  modelers,  th is  is  a  magazine wel l  wor th
consider ing.

NEW KIT INFORMATION

Some rather  in terest ing news th is  rnonth,  especia l ly  for  you
bui lders of  a i rcraf t  models .  F i rs t ly ,  news that  Tarn iya is  get t ing
back in to the large-scale a i rcraf t  model  f ie ld ,  wi th  an F- I -SE in  32nd
scale!  !  !  Th is  represents a VERY big garnble for  Tamiya,  especia l ly
s ince the i r  on ly  prev ious 32nd a i rcraf t  rnodel ,  the F-14 of  ten years
d9o,  was somewhat  of  a  f inancia l  f iasco.  Those of  you who have the F-
L4 kit 'si-11 not. ice that part. wair through the tool- ing process, Tanii*a
ran into cost over-run problems, and went from enqraved to raised
deta i ls ,  and that  the cockpi t ,  whi le  hav ing superb e ject ion seats,  uses
decals  for  the inst rument  panels .  We shal l ,  see about  th is  F-15,  and
wha t  t he  cos t  w i l l  be . . . . .

Hasegawa has announced that fol lowing their upcorning 72nd Zero
ser ies,  they wi l l  issue the i r  f i rs t  FRENCH WWII  subject ,  the Morane
MS 406 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  Wha t  a  gamb le  t h i s  mus t  be ,  g i ven  t ha t  abou t  t he
only  f i rns to  prev ious ly  re lease French a i rcraf t ,  were French f i rns.
Now the leader  in  72nd a i rcraf t  has decided to  issue one.  What  WAS Mr.
Hasegawa drinking the night he dreamt this one up

Also f rom Hasegawa,  conf i rmat ion that  they wi I I  do 48th examples
o f  t he  K i  61  and  Sp i t f i r e  V /V I ,  f o l l ow ing  the i r  P -38 rs .  They  a l so  p lan
to  i ssue  a  CF-18 ,  p lus  Me  LO9 G/K  k i t s ,  a l l  t o  48 th  sca le .  Th i s  f i rm
w i l l  a l so  do  an  Me  1o9G in  72nd  sca1e .

Tarn iya wi l l  be re-re leas ing the i r  50th scale F1-M2 r rPeterr  k i t ,  so
you can stop hunting about for those overpriced collectors examples.
You can instead pay an overpr iced l imi ted re lease pr ice

Kp,  our  f r iends f rom the ex-Czech nat ion,  have announced the i r
next  re leases in  72nd scale:  Convai r  XFY-L r fPogofr ,  p lus a Vickers
Wel l ington bomber and an I l -28 Soviet  bomber.

I ia ler i  is  re- re leas ing three of  the i r  excel lent  wwf l  I ta l ian
ai rcraf t  k i ts  under  a ' r l imi ted Edi t iont '  labe1:  Caproni  Ca 3I3/3L4 '  F iat
BR 20 and the Cant  Z- |OL seaplane.  A lso the i r  AC-11-9 Gunship.  Get
t hem wh i l e  t he i r  ho t . . . .

Aeroc lub,  who la te last  year  issued three very n ice
vacuformed/ in ject ion k i ts  o f  the BAC Lightn ing,  wi l l  be fo l lowing these
up wi th  a Buccaneer  in  the same scale,  fo l lowed by a Hunter . .
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Mode1 USA wi l l  re lease a BeI l  47 hel icopter  in  48th scale,  to
fo]-!.sw up on their earl ier f irst release, the Bird Dog Cessna.

A new firm, a joint effort by the two rrCzechrr f irms of MPM/CMK,
'y i I I  be ca l led ' rCooperat ivarr  (how or ig ina l )  ,  the f  i rs t  re lease being an
in ject ion 72nd La-15.  Another  r rCzechrr  f i rm,  Eduard,  wi l l  launch in to
in ject ion k i ts ,  wi th  WWI a i rcraf t  in  72nd scale.

Hannants of England, wil l  launch a vacuform series, Xtravac,
start ing with WWI aircraft in 72nd scale. Another English cottage
industry f irrn, Skybirds t85, is also about to release a nurnber of
I irnited run injection kits of 72nd scale WWf aircraft:  Halberstadt CL
I I ,  LVG C2,  Rumpler  C IV,  Phonix  C1 to name hal f  o f  them.

Finally, HOBBYCRAFT of Canada have done something I can aPpreciate
in  72nd scale:  soon to be re leased A-1 Skyra iders!  !  !

ALERT: There wi l l  be a Model  Car  Show on Sat .  6 /L2 at  the Marysv i l le
Towne Center. ANYONE interested in JIJDGING should cal l  Terry
Moore  aE  #774-6343

From: Andrew Blrkbeck
3209 N.e 98th Street
Seanle, WA 98115

IPMS
Seattle
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