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Ju l y  1993

Mee t i ng  T ime :  sa t .  Ju l y  17 th ,  Be r l ewue  pu l r l i c  L i b ra r y ,  10 :00  am

Yes  f o l ks ,  t he re  WILL  be  a  JULY  mee t i . g !  I  I t  i s  t he  TH IRD Sa tu rday
in  Ju Iy ,  ES  the  L ib ra r f rTa f f  cou ld .  no t  gua ran tee  tha t  t he i r  move  wou ld
be  comp le ted  by  t he  second  Sa tu rday  o f  t he  mon th .  So  be  t he re ,  o r  be
sguare.  REMEI ' IBER: l {e  have a NEW LIBRARY to meet  at :  Corner  of  l10th
Ave  N .E .  and  N .E .  8 th  S t ree t ,  Be l l evue .  The  new  th ree  s to r y  b r i c k
bu i l d i ng ,  a  f ew  b locks  NE  o f  t he  Be l l evue  Ma I l .  Take  ex i t  13  wes tbound
o f f  I - 405  (NE 8 th  S t .  Ex i t )  .  Con t i nue  r res t  ( t oward .  Be I  Sguare )  t o  3 rds top l i gh t  a f t e r  Ex i t  ( 108 th  Ave  NE)  .  Tu rn  r i gh t  ( no r t h )  on  l o8 th  go  t o
second  l i gh t  (NE-  r 2 th  s t )  ,  r i gh t  aga in .  t i b r i r y  pa rk i ng  l o t  on  r i gh t ,
ha l f  way  a l ong  b l ock .  I f  you  ge t  l os t . . . .

MUSEUM OF FLIGHT MODEL SHO\+I

I  h a d  t h e  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  s h o v  o n  J u n e  S t h ,  a n d  a t
t h e  s a m e  t i m e  h e l p i n g  o u t  b y  a c t i n g  a s  a  c o n t e s t  j u d g e .  T h e  t u r n o u t  o f
m o d e l s  f o r  t h i s  s h o w  v a s  g r l a t ,  d s  m a n y  a s  4 5 0  e v e n t u a l l y  s h o w i n g  u p .
A i r c r a f t  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  s h o w  ( i t  v a s  h e 1 d .  a t  a n  a e r o s p a c e  m u s e u m  a f t e r
a l l !  l ) ,  w i t h  m a n y  f i n e  m o d e l s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  f n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  f o r
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a t  a  s h o w  I  h a v e  a t t e n d . e d . ,  I h "  s e c o n d .  t a r l e s t  g t o , L p  o f
m o d e l s  t * t a s  a u t o m o t i v e ,  a n d  v e r y  f  i n e  m a n y  o f  t h e m  l r e r e .  A r m o r  m o d e l s
w e r e  a  D I S T A N T .  t h i r d ,  f i g u r e s  a l ; s o  b e i n g  V m Y  s p a r s e .  S h i p s  w e r e  s n r a L l
i n  n u m b e r ,  a i t h o u g h  t h e r - e  \ r e r e  a  c o u p l e  o f  

" r r p " t b  
s h i p  d i o r a m a s ,  s i m p l y

m a g n i f i c e n t .
I  h e a r d  t h e  u s u a l  g r u m b l i n g s  a b o u t  j u d g i n g ,  a n d  l e t  m e  p a s s  o n  w i t h

o n e  s i m p l e  c o m m e n t :  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  w i y  l o m e t h i n g  i s  U e i n g  d o n e ,  i t
w o u l d  b e  a  r e a l l y  s m a r t  i d e a  t o  s t e p  f o r w a r d -  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  h e l p i n g
w i t h  t h e  n e x t  e v e n t .  T h i s  g o e s  f o r  j u d g i n g .  O n e  p e r s o n  I  t a l k e d  t o  w h o
y a s  t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  w h i l e  t h e  j u d g e s  \ r e r e  a t  w o r k  d u r i n g  o u r  A p r i l  R e c o n
h a d  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  h e  d i d n , t  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  j u d g i n g  t o o k  p l a c e
u l t i l  h e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  t h i c k  o f  i t - .  H e  d i d n , t  j u d g e  h i m s l t f  ,  b u i  h e a r d
! ! "  i u d g e s  g o i n g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  a m o n g s t  t h e m s e l v e J  v h i l e  h e  w a s  t a k i n g
h i s  p i c t u r e s .  

.  I t  r e a l 1 y  c h a n g e d  h i s  i d e a s  o n  w h a t  t h e  j u d g e s  a c t u a l l y
d i d ,  a n d  t h e  i m m e n s e  a m o u n t  o f  w o r k  t h e y  h a d  t o  d o  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t
s P a c e  o f  t i m e .  S O .  i f  y o u  d o n , t  I i k e  t t e  j u d g i n g  r e s u l t s ,  h o w  a b - o u tj o i n i n g  i n  a s  a  r o o k i e  J u d g e  n e x t  t i m e  a r o u n a i ? ? i

A s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  M O F  S h o v ,  f  e n j o y e d  m y s e l f  a  g r e a t  d , e a l ,  a n d
f  k n o w  t h e  m a i o r i t y  o f  m o d e l e r s  a t t e n d i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,
h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e .  A  f e w  b u g s  s t i l l  t o  i i o n  o u t ,  ; " ; ; " i a l l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,
b u t  t h a t  i s  f o r  n e x t  y e a r .  A  h e a r t y  " l l e l l  D o n e "  t o  t h e  o r l a n i i . r = ,  a n d
k e e p  u p  t h e  g r e a t  

" r o r k .

V A N C O U V E R ,  B . C .  S H O W :  O c t o b e r  2 n d .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  l i s t i n g  o f  a l l
l h t  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  t h i s  f i n e  s h o v  a t  t h e  J u l y  m e e t i n g  f o r  t h o s e  w h o
h l v e n l t  y e t  p i c k e d  o n e  u p .  O h ,  d o n ' t  b o t h e r  b u i l d , i n g  t h e  D l ' l L  S c u d  f o r
t h i s  S h o r * ,  f o r  f  h a v e  g r o r r n  h t e a r y  w a i t i . g ,  a n d  h a v e  d e c i d . e d  t o  d o  o n e  f o r
m y s e l f . . . . .o
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T l lO  Mode l  Shows  i n  l l h i dbev l  !  !  Aug .  14 th ,
Seap lane  Base ,  Oak  Ha rbo r :  Mode l  Ca r  Expo
Aug .  28 th ,  a t  t he  Oak  Ha rbo r  F i r e  S ta t i on
Ju l y  Mee t i ng .

Overa l l  the k i . t  should bui ld
one  foo t  sho r tness  i n  l eng th  w i l l
So  go  ou t  and  buy  a  dozen  o r  two .

a t  t h e  N A S  W h i d b e Y  I s l a n d
( a t  a  s e a p l a n e  b a s e ? ? ? )  .

M o r e  d e t a i l s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t f r e f

REVIEWS

Matt HargEaaves

lll72td Geraan AI/UZ Rocket, Condor (l{Pl{ Ltd - Czech)

Ye t  ano the r  " f i r s t  k i t "  f r om a  manu fac tu re r  i n
Czechos lovak la .  The  k i t  i s  i n jec ted  i n  b ro r rn  p las t i c  and
packaged  in  a  s imp le  box  w i th  n i ce  fou r  co lo r  a r twork
showing the sp lotchy pat tern scheme as shown in  sar t ime
pho tos  o f  t ra in ing  l aunches .  I n  t he  k i t  you  ge t  t he
miss i l e  and  a  we l l  de ta i l ed  l aunch  s tand .  No  o the r  g round
equ i .pmen t  i s  supp l i ed .  The  pane l  l i nes  a re  se11  sc r i bed
and  shou ld  no t  de t rac t  once  pa in ted .  The  l nc l sed  sec t i ona l
l i ne  a t  t he  base  o f  t he  m idsec t i on  i s  tw i ce  as  w ide  as  i t
shou ld  be .  Cor rec t i ng  th i s  w i l l  be  a  m ino r  headache .
Anybody for  s t re tch ing a V-2.  Not  in to someth ing eIse,
j us t  t o  t he  p rope r  l eng th .  The  m iss j - l e  was  46  fee t  l ong
and  the  k i t  sca les  ou t  a t  45  fee t .  The  good  news  i s  t he
body  v rd th  o f  5 .5  fee t  i s  co r rec t .  The  company  a l so
dec ided  to  g i ve  the  ex te rna l  su r face  a  g ra iny  f i n i sh .  A
qu rck  l 1gh t  sand ing  w i l l  co r rec t  t h r s  so  t hose  w i sh ing  t o
do  pos t -war :  g loss  f j n j shes  can  de  so .  Anyone  f c r r  a  Bumper .

The  i ns t ruc t i ons  a re  ve ry  good  and  g i ve  the  co lo r
scheme fo r  two  d l f f e ren t  s t y les  o f  g round  camou f lage .
Loads  o f  f un  fo r  you  fans  o f  pa in t i ng  the  Swed ish  sp l i n te r
pa in t  schemes  on  a i r c ra f t .  Oh  Y€s ,  t he  Eng l l sh
ins t ruc t i ons  say  the  rocke t  shou ld  be  40  fee t  l ong .  H rmm.

into a decent  model .  The
no t  rea I l y  be  no t i cab le .
They  a re  on l y  $5  each .

Anyone for  scratch-bui ld ing
Iaunch ing  bunke r  to  go  v i t h  i t  ?

L/72nd concrete

1,/L44 Geraan Tlpe lO(I gublarine, Revell, G'errany

Reve l1  has  chosen  to  re lease  a  beau t l f u l  k i t  o f  t he
ve ry  l a te  (L945)  Wor ld  l . Ja r  I I  submar ine .  The  s t ruc tu ra l
des lgn  o f  t he  rea l  submar lne  uas  to  have  a  ma jo r  i n f l uence
on  pos t  ua r  a1 l i ed  submar rne  des igns .  I  have  a lmos t  no
in fo rma t ron  on  the  submar ine ,  espec j -a l l y  t he  spec i f i ca -
t i ons ,  so  I  canno t  r e fe rence  aga ins t  t he  k l t  pa r t s .  Reve11
has  chosen  to  re lease  the  k l t  i s  two  fo rms  as  desc r rbed  -

A .  # 5 0 1 8 ,  c u t a w a y  v e r s i o n  w : . t h  i n t e r t o r .
B .  # 5 0 8 1 . .  f  u I 1  h u l 1  v e r s l o n .
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R e v e l l  h a r r e  d o n e  a n  e x c e j l e n t  j o b  o f  d e t a r l L n g  o u t  t h e

e x t e r r o r  o f  t h e  h u 1 1  o n  t h e  m o c j e l .  C r r s p  c ' l e a n  i - n c 1 s t - d

p a n e l  l r n e s  a n d  h u l 1  o p e n l n g s  a d d  n e e d e d  c l e t a r l s  t o  t h e

s r r r r p l e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  h u 1 1  .

T h e  c u t a w a y  h u 1 1  k i t  w r t h  i n t e r i o r  l o o k s  t o  b e  a

m a r v e l o u s  b u i l d  f o r  d e t a t l r n g  a n d  p a r n t i n g .  T h a n k f u l l y

R e r z e f l  p r o v r d e d  s o m e  p h o t o s  o f  t h e  s h i p  i n  c o 1 o r ,  t h r e e

e x t e r r o r  s h o t s  s h o w i n g  a  t w o  c o l o r  p a l n t  s c h e m e ,  a n d  f o u r

i n t e r : . o r  s h o t s .  w i s h  I  h a d  p h o t o s  o f  e v e r y  r o o m  a n d  l t e m s

f o u n d  r n  t h e m  t o  m a t c h  t h e  e x p o s e d  s e c t i - o n s  o f  t h e  k i . t .

T h e  i n t e r i o r  w a l l  c f  t h e  h u 1 1  a n d  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  b u l k h e a d s
l r . a ' , , r e  t h c  n i  n i  n n  d e ' t a i ' l  s  r a r s e d  o n  t h e m .  R e v e l l  h a v e
l l q v L  l w r F r r r Y

f u r n i s h e d  a  v e r ) z  d e t a r l e c l  d e c a l  s h e e t  w i t h  a  f l a t  f l n i s h '

N o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e  e x t e r r o r  m a r k r n g s  s u p p l i . e d ,  b u t  l o a d s  o f

m a r k l n g s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r r o r  a s  w e l l '  r  h o 1 - ' ' c  t h e  c o l o r s  f o r

t h e  i n t e r r o r  d e c a l s  a r e  a c c u r a t e  f o f  t h e . , r  w i l l  s a v e  y o u

h a v r n g  t o  s u p e r - d e t a i l  t h e  k i t .  f  a s s u r n *  s o n r e b o d y  1 s

w o r k r n g  o n  a  d e t a r l  s e t  f o r  t l t e  k r t  a n d  i t  w i l l  r e t a l l  f o r

a b o u t  $ 1 0 0  s j . n c e  t h a t  1 s  t h e  h r a y  t h e y  g e t  p r r c e d  t h e s e

d a - r r 5 .  T h e  e x t e r t o r  m a r k r n g s  a r e  f o r  o n l y  e n s  s h r p .  B t - t ) r  1 t ,

b u r  1 d  i t ,  f  l o a t  1 t ,  s - t n k  l t  .

I  h u . [ , e  t h €  ] : r t  s e l ] s  w e l l  f o t -  t h e  c o n r p a n - Y . . 4 '  m a t c h r n g

l ' y p e  V I I ; l u l t n i a r l n e ,  o r  s e + -  o f  t h e  n r r d q e t  s u b m a r r n e s  w o u l d

b e  q r e a t .  P o s s r b l y  a  l - i  . S . ,  J a 1 : a r t e s e ,  F ' u s s t a n ,  F r e n c h ,  Q L

E r r t r s h  s u l ) n l a r f n e  k t t  v ; r 1 l  f o l l o * - .  I t  w o u l r l  b e  a  n r c e

s e :  t * -  t c ,  s Y e .

T f : e  f  u l l - h u l  f  t r e r s l o r r  L s  I  u s t  a 5  I o . , r t ,  l l r  t o  l o o l :  a t .  l - r l

t h e  l - ) o ) i .  B u r l t  f o r  a  f ' e d r s t a i  d r s ; - ' 1 3 ) r  o l a s  a  d r o r a m a  t h r s

m o d e l  l r r l .  l  ] ; c  q L l  1 t t  e n  e ) ' e  c a t c h * r ,  1  e x p - ' e c t  a  f e w  o f

t h e s e  t o  b e  b u r l t  , l u e  t h t ,  q r i a , [ r t i '  o f  t h e  m o l d r n q  a n d

d r t  a r l .  l t  I  s  f  , r r -  s l l u ' . " :  t h :  o  j c l e r  s h r l - '  k r t s  o f  R e ' ; e l J ' s

i 9 6 ' 0  r j a i r s ; .  T ' i r e  t n s t r u c ' t 1 o n s  r , l  l v e  n o  h i r s r o r y  o f  t h e  s h r p s

o r  t h e  c l e s r g n  ) - ' u t  i t  d o e s  q l v e  q o o d  c l e a r  i l l u s t r a t r o n s
f o r  c o n s t r u c t r o n ,  f r a l n t l . n g ,  a n d  p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  d e c a l s .

T h e  d e c a l s  h a r r e  a  f l a t  f r n r s h  l o  t h e m  ( l r I ' . e  R e r r e l l - ' s

r e c e n t  a r r l r n e r  d e 1 a 1 s  -  s h u c j C e r l  )  b u t  o f  f e r  m a r i : l n g s  f o r

t h r e e  c i r f f e r e n t  s h r p s ,  I  n o t i c e d  t h e  p e l n t l n g  s c h e m e

s p e c l f l e d  L n  t h e  t n s t r u c t l o n s  d o e s  n o t  m a t c h  t h e  b o x  a r t

o f  p h o t o s  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  L l r e  b c . x .  T l r e  b o x  a r t  v e r s i o n  1 s

o n e  c o l o r  o v e r a l l  a s  o p p c s e d  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t r o n s  w h r c h

s p e c r f y  a  t w o  c o l o r  s c h e n r e .  s r d e  p a n e l  b c x  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f

a  f i n i s h e d  m o d e l  s h o w  a  t h r e e  c o l o r  s c h e m e .  A n y o n e  k n o w

w h i c h  i s  r 1 g h t  ?  I  d o n ' t  k n o w .  F o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  i n t c  c i v r l

v a r r a t r o n s  o f  m r l r t a 1 1 .  c r a f t ,  f o r g e t  r t .  L t - t f t h a n s a  n e v e r

o p e r a t e d  t h e m .  D a r n .

A I r y  m o d e l e r  1 o u ' ) l r n g  f o r  s o r n e ' : h i n g
s h o r - r l . d  c h e c k  o u t  t h e s e  k r t s .

o
n e h /  a n d  q u a l i + ; Y



6LE|{COE I(ITS - I i l l  PerrY

The Glencoe 6:oDpany bleeeee lodel.ers by reeurrecting kite froa the past, and

reieeuing theo r i th  n ice decele and ef fordable pr icee,  Coneider ing the ege of

sone of  theee d inoeaure,  lodelere ehouldn ' t  be eurpr ieed by the lack of  dete i l

snd crude aur face deta i l  lost  exhlb i t .  l loet  of  theee k i te  or ig inated in  en age

fhen Bcsle vsBn' t  coneidered Bn i lpor tent  feature,  end th ie is  e point  that

rodern rarketeere heve choaen not  to  prphaaize.  For  exalp le,  f 've eeen the

"rer '  
Br i r to l  Sycerore k i t  edver t ised ee l /18 e,nd l /72i  the t ruth l iee

inbetreen r t  l /65.  Uelng a t98O edi t ion of  the Col lectors Vglue Guide for  Scgle

tfodet Plastlc l( lte, 1t'e eeay to dlrlcover the orlglne rnd actuel lcslee of

theee k l te .  The 'Adver t leed Scgle,  1e out  of  the Squrdron/Slgnal  re l l  order

cstclog, rnd keep ln rind that tAcltusl Scalet cGtr be diff icult to deterline on

inaccurate o ld k l te .

SubJect Advertleed
Scele

Actue.l
Scsle

Or lg tne l
Colpany

l l e r t l n  ;B -2  l / 74
Curt ies Condor l /81
Vickere Vlecount  l /96
Convsl r  88O l /  126
US l favy Bl inp l /33O
Grulran Duck l/ff i
Sp i r i t  o f  5 t .  Lou ie  l / 44
A l b e t r o e  D .  I I I  l / 4 4
f tcDonnel l  Convert ip lane l /32
D .  H .  Venoe  l / 44
f f a r t i n  C l i ppe r  l / 144
Br ls to. l  Sycarrore l /72
Repub l i c  Seabee  l / 49
P iaseck i  F l y i ng  Jeep  l / 35

t / 7 4
t / 8 4
, /96
t / t 2 6
I /336
I  / 54
t / 4 9
t / 4 8
I  / 32
I  /59
t /  t 30
I  /65
l / 4 4
I  / 27

rTc
ITC
Havk
Herk
rrc
ITC
Lindberg
o r i g i na l  r o l d  ?

ITC
Lincoln
Strolbecker
Llncoln
O l i n
ITC

f  don ' t  have enough ln fo  to  ta lk  Ebout  Gfencoe '8  Br t lo r ,  eh lpe ,  f iguree ,

d lnoeaure .  Cen Bnyone ehed eo le  l igh t  on  thoee k r te?
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REcENT 1lzzna scALE REI€EILESREVIET|ED

Af te r  seve ra l  yea rs  o f  l ean  p i ck ings ,  t he  recen t  pas t  has
been  a  bonanza  fo r  t he  mode l l e r  devo ted  to  1  /72nd  sca le  Wor lo
War  Two  a i r c ra f t .  Bu t  wh i l e  t he  a t ten t i on  has  been  p r imar i l y
on  a l l  t hose  new  Do  335s ,  Ju  88s ,  and  Fw  190s ,  t he re ' s  a l so
been  a  resu rgence  o f  re i ssues ,  some wor thwh i l e r  and  some no t . . .

Exac t l y  wha t  i s  go ing  to  be  i ns ide  a  Reve l l  box  these  days
i s  a  b i t  o f  an  adven tu re ,  w i th  Monogramr  Ma tchbox ,  and  He l l e r
molds showing up under  the ReveI I  name.  Thei r  recent  European
re i ssues  o f  t he  Be l l  P -39  A i racob ra  and  Hawker  Tempes t  V  a re ,
howeve r ,  t he  Reve l l  k i t s  f r om the  ' 60s .  As  such ,  t hey ' r e  p re t t y
c rude  a t tempts ,  and  fa r  i n fe r i o r  t o  t he  s t i l l  ava l l ab le  He l1e r
k i t s  o f  t he  same a i rp lanes .  The  Tempes t  V  even  i nc ludes  deca ls
fo r  F rench  RAF ace  P ie r re  C los te rmann ,  t he  same p i l o t  f ea tu red
in  He l l e r ' s  deca l s  !  The  P -39  i s  a  b i t  mo re  use fu l ,  Reve l l ' s
ve rs i on  be i - ng  c l ose r  t o  t he  P -39D  than  He l l e r ' s  P -39Q.  The
Reve l1  k i t  a l so  has  a  c rude  eng ine  under  a  de tachab le  pane l ,
and  the  ho r l zon ta l  t a i l  su r faces  a re  more  accu ra te  than  the
He ILe r  ve rs ion .  Deca ls  a re  p rov ided  fo r  Amer i can  and  Sov ie t
a i r c ra f t ,  bu t  w i th  seve ra l  Supersca le  shee ts  ava i l ab le  fo r  t he
P-39 ,  t ha t r s  a lmos t  i r r e l evan t .  The  l ack  o f  cockp i t  de ta i l
and  gap ing  ho les  where  the  whee l  we I l s  shou ld  be  (espec ia l l y
no t i ceab le  w i th  the  l ong  nose  whee l  doo r )  make  i t  more  o f  a
p ro jec t  t han  i t  r ea l l y  shou ld  be .

A i r f i x ' s  Commonrvea l t h  CA-1  3  Boomerang  da tes  f r om 1965 ,
back  when  A i r f  j - x  was  ch r : rp inn  ou+-  ne ! " '  k i t s  mon th l y .  As  such
i - t ' s  a  t yp i ca t l y  s imp le  k i t  o f  t he  pe r i od ,  w i t h  no th i ng  bu t
a  " sea t "  f o r  i n t e r i o r  de ta i l  and  l o t s  o f  ove rsca le  r i ve t s r  t hough
in  f a i r ness ,  t he  r i ve t i ng  i s  no t  as  bad  as  on  some  k i t s .  Hav ing
sa id  t ha t ,  t h i s  i s  s t i l - 1  a  k i t  wo r th  bu i1d in9 ,  f o r  seve ra l
reasons .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t he  Boomerang  i s  essen t i a l  t o  any  se r ious
co l l ec t i on  o f  WW2 f i gh te r s ,  and  t h i s  i s  t he  on l y  mass -p roduced
Boomer  we r re  eve r  I i ke I y  t o  ge t .  I t ' s  a l so  no t  t ha t  bad  o f
a  k i t ,  g i ven  i t s  l im i t a t i ons .  The re ' s  v i r t ua l l y  no  f l ash .
The  deca ls  have  been  comp le te l y  revamped ,  and  p rov ide  we l I
p r i n ted  mark ings  fo r  two  e iamp les ,  bo th  w i th  nose  a r t .  The re rs
no  gap ing  ho le  i n  t he  whee l  we l I s r  you  can  a lways  subs t i t u te
a  d i f f e ren t  Tw in  Wasp  fo r  t he  poo r l y  done  eng ine ,  and  mos t
impor tan t l y ,  i t  l ooks  l i ke  a  Boomerang .  Mos t  A i r f i x  k i t s  o f
th i s  pe r iod  a re  reasonab ly  accu ra te  i n  ou t l i ne  (  t he  De f ian t
and  B lenhe im excep ted )  7  and  can  be  made  j -n to  decen t  rep l i cas

i t ' s  up  to  the  mode l l e r  t o  dec ide  how much  work  i s  needed
to  b r i ng  them up  to  s tandard .

A  much  more  we l l - done  k i t ,  i n  f ac t  a  l i t t l e  j ewe l ,  i s
He l l e r ' s  PZL  P .23a /b  Ka ras ,  wh i ch  I  be l i eve  da tes  f r om the  ea r l y
' 70s .  The  f i ne  ra i sed  pane l  l i nes  a re  sub t l e ,  and  cockp i t  de ta i l
i s  bas i c  bu t  n i ce l y  done ,  down  to  the  f ramework  and  con t ro l s
mo lded  on  the  i ns ide  o f  t he  fuse lage .  Pa r t s  and  deca ls  a re
p rov ided  fo r  two  ve rs ions ,  a  Po l i sh  P -23b ,  and  a  Ruman ian  P -23a .
Care  needs  to  be  taken  when  assemb l ing  the  w ings  (why  does  He I Ie r
neve r  p rov ide  w ing  l oca t i on  p ins?  )  ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  a  f i ne  examp le
o f  why  He l l e r ' s  1  / 72  sca le  k i t s  a re  among  t he  bes t .o



The  mos t  i n te res t i ng  o f  t he  recen t  re i ssues  come f rom
Encore ,  a  neh r  company  w i th in  the  Sguadron -S igna l  emp i re .  The i r
f i r s t  e igh t  re leases  a re  o Id  He l l e r  k i t s ,  p roduced  in  A rgen t i na
and  packaged  w i th  abso lu te l y  beau t i f u l  new Sca lemas te r  deca ls .
The  k i t s  r ange  f r om the  obv ious  (B f  109G,  A5M5c  Ze ro ,  Sp i t f i r e
Mk .  I a )  t o  t he  more  i n te res t i ng  (PZL  P .11c ,  A rado  A r  958 ) .
I r ve  on l y  pu rchased  t he  PzL  P .11c  and  G los te r  G lad ia to r r  bu t
i t ' s  c lea r  t ha t  g rea t  ca re  has  been  taken  w i th  these  re i ssues .
Bo th  o f  t hese  a re  f i ne  k i t s ,  t he  bes t  ava i l ab le  o f  t he i r
sub jec ts ,  wh ich  canno t  be  sa id  fo r  t he  Sp i t  o r  t he  Ze to .  The
deca l  shee ts ,  however ,  a re  an  i n te res t i ng  l esson  i n  wha t  can
happen ,  even  w i th  the  bes t  o f  i n ten t i ons ,  and  wor th  l ook ing
a t  i n  de ta i l .  The  G lad ia to r ' s  deca l s  a re  exce l l en t l  s i x
machines,  d I I  taken f rom the May 1 981 Scale Ai rcraf t  Model l ing,
d r rd  cove r ing  B r i t a in ,  Ch ina ,  r - i - t huan ia ,  La t - v ia - ,  Sweden ,  and
Norway .  Excep t  f o r  t he  RAF a i r c ra f t ,  wh ich  on l y  su f fe rs  f rom
mis iden t l f i ca t i on  as  a  1940  ve rs ion  ra the r  t han  the  p re -war
examp le  i t  r ea l l y  i s ,  t hey  a re  accu ra te  and  we l l -p r i n ted  -  a t
Ieas t  t hey  seemed  to  be  un t i l  t h i s  mon th  when  someone  f i na l l y
p roduced  an  au then t i c  pho to  o f  L i t huan ian  G lad ia to rs  i n  se rv i ce ,
show ing  d i f f e ren t  mark ings  to  those  p rev ious l y  t hough t .  Oh '
we l l .  .  .

The  PZL  k i t  p rov ides  deca l - s  f o r  t h ree  a i r c ra f t r  one
accu ra te ,  one  a lmos t  so r  and  one  to ta l l y  w rong t  Anyone  p lann ing
on  mak ing  t h i s r  o r  any  o the r  WW2 Po I i sh  a i r c ra f t ,  shou ld  ge t
hotd of  the Ju ly  1 989 Smal l  A i r  Forces Observer ,  which conta ins
inva luab le  i n fo rma t ion  on  Po l i sh  co lo rs  and  mark ings .  I n  t he
Encore  k i t r .  t he  on l y  comp le te l y  accu ra te  scheme p rov ided  i s
f o r  t he  113  Eska< l r y  examp le .  The  "#161  Eskad ry  KOP ' |  ( s i c )  scheme
is  accu ra te  ( f o r  a  p re -wa r  mach ine  on l y )  i f  t he  t u r key  i ns i gn ia
i s  no t  app l i ed .  The  tu rkey  was  an  uno f f i c i a l  squadron  emb lem
o f  161 t  app l i ed  t o  on l y  one  a i r c ra f t  ( no t  t h i s  one ) ,  and  i n
any  case  the  scheme i s  no t  f o r  any  i nd i v idua l  squadron  bu t  an
a i r c ra f t  o f  t he  KOP,  o r  Bo rde r  De fense  Co rps .  S t i I I ,  an  ac tua l
a i r c ra f t  can  be  made  f rom these  deca ls .  The  th i rd  examp le ,
the  camou f laged  PZL ,  neve r  ex i s ted .  WeI l  i t  d id r  bu t  on l y  when
i t  was  cap tu red ,  repa in ted  and  used  fo r  German  p ropaganda
purposes ! The  Po l - i sh  A i r  Fo rce  neve r  f l ew  f i gh te rs  i n
th ree -co lo r  camou f lage ,  bu t  t he  scheme has  been  repea ted  i n
so  many  pub l i ca t i ons  tha t  i t r s  become accep ted  as  fac t .

Desp i te  these  rese rva t i ons  (and  the i r  i ns i s tence  tha t  RAF
Dark  Green  i s  FS  34096  ra the r  t han  FS  340791 ,  i t ' s  c l ea r  t ha t
Enco re  i s  a  wo r thwh i l e  add i t i on  t o  t he  mode l l i ng  wo r l d .  I t ' I l
be  i n te res t i ng  to  see  wha t  t hey  do  nex t .

- -Rober t  A l l en
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CONFESSIONS OF A RAT FINK
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ED ''BIG DADDY'' ROTH

by LaMar Fenstermaker

No this is not the weirdest plastic kit you've ever seen ---- it's a book about the weirdest person
you've ever seen. This is THE BOOK the one and only, scribed by the large father his own self,
official biography of one of the most influential people ever to weld, fiberglass, paint, and
pinstripe that icon of Americana --- the hot rod.

But let me back up a mite for those of you too young to remember the late 50's thru the mid 60's.
This was the time when the hobby shop had 350 different car kits, l0 airplane kits, 3 boats and
zero tanks, to say that cars were popular is the mother of all understatement. Looking back all
those years it's hard to believe it but every kid I knew, and I mean each and every one, built
model cars. Sure we spend a quarter or so (honest) now and then for an Airfix Fokker DR-1 or
Messerschmidt 109, or maybe even 79 cents for a Aurora WW I fighter kit but most of
everybody's life savings went for CARS. There were models of all the new Detroit iron, each
and every year, and there were models of all the finest show cars, hot rods, and dragsters by all
the big names, you know Barris, Jefferies, Starbird, Nancy, Garlits, TV Tommy, the Snake an'
the Mongoose and BIG DADDY ED ROTH.

Ed Roth was a California hot rod and motorcycle builder, pinstriper, and painter of flat out weird
T shirts hired by Revell to design model cars (most of which were models of real cars Big
Daddy had built or based on the sruff he painted on T shirts) and promote model car building
around the ccuntry. Tliere were'lloth c lrs an'l e..'en little bctties cf R.;th paint and there were
deals to get those T shirts that my motht:r still thinks are obscene. Well this is Big Daddy's life
and philosophy, but also it's the model business, what was in, (MODEL CARS) what was
out (everyrtring else) and why. You won't get the whole story of what made Cars the only model
game in town, but you do get some insight and the Large Father has some definite opinions on
why model cars seemed to fade away. After reading the book I understand more about what
makes those corporate pin heads decide, in their infinite wisdom, just the kind of models I really
want to buy. It's the history of a time when we knew everything was cool, without all that
nostalgia crapola. If you like model cars or even if you don't, if you build models and ever
wondered why the model business is, what it is, and how it got there, you gotta'read this book !

PS: Some of you may find the book hard to understand'cause it ain't wrote in English. It's
genuine El-Lay hot rod, the cool lingo o'the times. An'fur me, well the lil'Bopper's turnin'up
the Beach Boys, maybe layin' on some Jan an' Dean, puttin' on a sweet shirt, a hill an' country
crash helmet an cruzin' down to the kit bunker lookin' fur a T-bucket, a highboy, a deuce coupe,
a 3 or 5 window coupe or maybe even a woody'cause I'm gonna'chop, channel, section an'
lower. Maybe swap in a bigger mill, I always liked Latham blowers, do a little tuck n'roll then
lay down tracks to the hobby stop'cause I'm gonna'paint it some wild an'cool color like
mysterion yellow or road agent red an' Dutch it if the ol' eyeballs can handle the strain. Man
before this trip burns out I may freak an'build a'winder or a belly tank or maybe a'multi-mill
liner fur a trip to B'ville an'the LSR. Later man, keep cool cats an'

RAT FINKFOREVER !!!!!!
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