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THE 1993 IPMS/USA NATIONAL CONVENTION. ATLANTA

Reg is t r a t i ons ;  749  Mode l s :  1801
Areas  Represen ted :  42  s ta tes ,  Sw i t ze r l and ,  Ph i l - i pp ines ,  Sweden ,  Norway

Russ ia ,  Co fumb ia ,  Mex ico ,  Canada

Along wi th  a few other  members of  IPMS Seat t l -e ,  f ry  Wi fe and I
a t tended  th i s  yea r ' s  Na t i ona l  Conven t ion  i n  A t l an ta ,  Georg ia .  Hav ing
depar ted Seat t le  on Wednesday,  Ju ly  28th in  a heavy ra in  s torm,  and a
temperature of  50 degrees,  At1anta upon arr iva l  a t  midnight  that  evening
was 75 degrees and dry.  On no day whi le  there d id the dayt ime h igh
temperature drop below 90 degrees,  nor  d id  i t  ra in  one drop.  Such a
g rea t  f ee l i ng .

Be ing  ra the r  b iased ,  hav ing  he lped  hos t  l - as t  yea r ' s  ve ry  success fu l -
Sea t t l e  Na t iona l  Conven t ion ,  he re  a re  some though ts  on  th i s  yea r ' s  even t .
Try ing to  p ick up my Convent ion package at  the pre-regis t rat ion desk was
a  b i t  o f  a  n igh tmare .  Desp i te  the  fac t  t ha t  t he re  were  on l y  n ine  peop le
in  f ron t  o f  me  in  the  l i ne ,  and  we  were  a l l  PRE- reg i - s te red ,  i t  t ook  a
fu I I  ha l f  hou r  be fo re  I  go t  t o  t he  f ron t  o f  t he  l i ne .  Then  they  cou ldn ' t
f i nd  my  packe t . . . .  Worse ,  t he  A t l an ta  f o l k  had  on l y  p r i n ted  up  my  badge ,
despi te  being to l -d  months in  advance that  my wi fe  would be accompanying
me.  Turns out  thev d id th is  for  evervone who reqis tered more than one

f r ron  i n  t he i r  p " i t y .  on l y  t he  p r imary  reg i s t r i n t ' s  badge  was  p re -
!E - i n t - 6 i  r ' ^ , ,  had  t c  f i l l  ou t  a  s l i p  o f  pape rw i t h  anycne  e l se ' s  name  andt  f  v v

c o m e  b a c k  l a t e r  f o r  t h e i r  b a d g e s .  N o t  m y  i d e a  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
r r n n n  ^ ^ e n i n g  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  I  w a s  m o s t  d i s a p p o i n t e d .u y v r r  v v

Two o f  t he  ma in  a r t i c l es  were  f rom commerc ia l  conce rns ,  t o  my  m ind  j us t
g lo r i f i ed  adve r t i s i ng ,  a l t . hough  I  suppose  i f  you  were  i n te res ted  i n  t he i r
subjec l  mat ter ,  you might  have been more generous.  The length of  the
pub l i ca t i on  was  32  pages ,  VS  55  f o r  l as t  yea r ' s  Sea t t l e  e f f o r t .  And  Lhe
deca l  shee t?  Su f f i ce  i t  t o  sd ! ,  anyone  wan t ing  i t  can  have  m ine .

Fol - l -owing regis t rat ion,  I  headed of f  to  the vendor  room so as to  be
in on any opening day bargains.  The main vendor  room was very large,
poss ib l y  150?  the  s i ze  o f  Sea t . t Le ' s .  L igh t i ng  was  good ,  and  the re  was  a
g rea t  va r i e t y  o f  vendors .  The  ma in  i n jec t i on  fo l k  were  rep resen ted :
Monogram/Reve11 ,  M in i c ra f t ,  A I4T /E r t1  and  Marco  Po lo  (Hasegawa,DML,K i r i n ) .
Despi te  hav ing a US of f ice now,  Tamiya were absent ,  ds was MRC, who
rep resen t  Fu j im i  p roduc ts .  Then  came the  ma i l  o rde r  f i rms ,  such  as  APC,
Western Front  and MAL Hobbi -es.  A lso on hand,  large numbers of  fo lk
se l l i ng  t ' second  hand"  o r  " co l - l - ec tab le "  k i t s ,  w i th  p r i ces  va ry ing  w ide l y .
Some had  obv ious l y  been  ove r l y  i n f l uenced  by .Tohn  Burn rs  "K i t  Co l l ec to r ' s
C lea r ing  House"  p r i ces ,  o the rs  o f fe red  be t t . e r  dea ls .  Bas i ca l l y  i f  you
needed someth ing o1d,  d t  least  one example was on hand i f  you had the
cash .

Of  par t icu lar  in terest  to  me was the large numbers of  vendors
se l l i ng  deca ls .  No  l onger  i s  you r  on l y  sou rce  o f  US-made  deca ls
SuperSca le  ( t hank  God) .  On  hand  in  A t l an t .a :  Rep l i -Sca1e ,  Ae roMas te r  and

I teor  Product ions.  As an example of  what  is  upcoming f  rom US
lGnu fac tu re rs ,  Ae roMas te r ' s  p r i ce  shee t  l i s t s  83  L /4BL ln  shee ts  fo r

a i rcraf t . ,  and 34 sheets in  1, /72nd.  Meteor  Product ions had ar twork for  a
beau t i f u l  shee t  i n  bo th  72nd  and  48 t .h  sca les  fo r  t he  Su  24 ,  i nc lud ing



very at t ract ive mark ings for  the Ukranian Ai r  Force "  And whi le  on the
subject  o f  decals ,  d id  you armor fans know that  Tamiya has a ser ies of
35th scale armor decal -s ,  cover ing the Gul f  War and WWII  German unj - ts ,
each packed wi th  mark ings and very wel - I  pr in ted.  And for  those of  you
who  a re  fans  o f  t he  F rench  f i rm  "Deca ls  Carpena  J .L .  "  ge t  t hem wh i l e  you

i  F -^Dears the owner is  current ly  res id ing in  a French pr ison,u q l r ,  a D  f  u  q . L : , . L

hav i -ng  been conv ic ted  o f  tax  evas ion .
From deca ls  to  books ,  and those in  a t tendance inc l -uded Aero fax ,

S q u a d r o n  P u b l - i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  S c h i f f e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  s m a l l e r  b o o k
se l - l -e rs  o f  f  e r ing  new and used books .  Unf  o r tunate ly ,  I  was  unab le  to  f  ind
the  promised Ryton  Pub l ica t ions  s tand,  pub l i sher  o f  the  new book  on  the
T iger  I ,  wh ich  everyone in  the  book  wor l -d  seems to  be  rav j -ng  about .  A t
$88 a  copy ,  I  thought  i t  wou ld  be  a  good idea to  check  i t  ou t  in  person
before  she l - I ing  ou t  the  dough.

/ - rn+-n  n ' in ls ,  and F Ioqu i I  has  jus t  re leased new co lo rs  t .o  t .he i r
exce l len t  range,  cover ing  var ious  a i rc ra f t .  co lo rs .  On hand was the
B a d g e r  A i r - B r u s h  C o ,  t o u t i n g  t h e i r  n e w  A c c u - F 1 e x  r a n g e  o f  a c r y l i c  c o l o r s .
C u r r e n t l y  t h e  r a n g e  c o v e r s  I 2 0  c o l o r s ,  m o s t l y  r a i l r o a d  a n d  b a s e  c o l o r s ,
a l though very  shor t l y  15  co lo rs  in  the  Federa l  S tandards  range w i l l  be
nr r t -  rn ' l  ' l  n ' ^ 'aA I  was  assured by  o ther  a i rc ra f  t  and armor  co lo rs .  Thesev g g ,

pa in ts  do  cos t  $3 .40  pe r  bo t t l - e ,  however  th i s  i s  f o r  l oz  measuremen ts ,
- - l  -  1 - . i -  ^ r . . .qr ru  q  vay  auvdr i tdg€ is  tha t  the  bo t t les  screw d i rec t l y  onLo your  Badger
or  Paasche a i rb rush .  The pa in ts  a re  adver t i sed  as  be ing  made o f
a u t o m o t i v e  g r a d e ,  o r g a n i c  p i g m e n t s ,  n o n t o x i c ,  n o n - c a r c i n o g e n i c .  T h e
f  i t e r a t u r e  s t a t e s  t h e  p a . i n t s  a r e  d r y  t o  t h e  t o u c h  i n  3  t o  5  m i n u t e s .

o n e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  A t l a n t a  v e n d o r s ,  a s  w i t h  S t .  L o u i s  i n  1 9 9 1 /  w a s
tha t  they  were  no t  a l l  in  one room.  Tn fac t  i t  took  me much search inq  to
d iscover  the  Squadron room,  way o f f  in  a  corner ,  w i th  no  adequate
c ian=ao Tho lg  Were  aS many aS ten  Smal_ Ie f  vendof  1OO111S,  and i t  WaS
c lear ly  ev ident .  they  were  do ing  much less  bus iness  than those vendors  in
the  main  room,  obv ious ly  due to  poor  loca t ion .  One voca l  vendor  to ld  me
i t  w a s  t h e  t r w o r s t  o r g a n i z e d "  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  h i s  2 0  y e a r s  o f  a t t e n d a n c e .

N e w  M o d e l i n q  M a s a z i n e :  y e s  f o 1 k s ,  a  n e w  p u b l i c a t . i o n  f o r  t h e  a r m o r
e n t h u s i a s t  w a s  l a u n c h e d  a t  A t I a n t a ,  t i t l - e d  " M i I i t a r y  M i n i a t u r e s  i n
D a r r i o t ^ r r r  r n r l  t h e  i n a U g u r a l  e d i t i O n  C O V e r e d  r e v i e w S  O f  T a m i y a ' S  T - ' / 2 ,r \ v  v  f v l '  '

DML 's  ZSV 23 -4M Sh i l ka ,  and  a  compar i son  be tween  the  Tamiya  and  DML M1A1
k i t s .  Th i s  pub l i ca t i on  i s  p r i n ted  on  h igh  g loss  qua l i t y  paper ,  i n  b l -ack
and  wh i te  on l y .  Each  a r t i c l -e  was  a  number  o f  pages  i n  l eng th ,  w i th  c lea r
n i  n t -1 , r6e  n€  rhe  mode ls  under  cons t ruc t i on ,  ds  we l l  as  de ta i l  p i c tu res  o f
t he  rea l  mach ines .  A t  $17 .95  f o r  f ou r  i s sues ,  t h i s  mag  i s  no t  cheap ,  bu t
a t  t he  same t ime ,  you  w i l l  pay  the  same o r  more  fo r  one  k i t ,  on l y  t o
s t i ck  i t  up  on  a  she l f  t o  ga the r  dus t .

A lso new,  "The TreadHead News",  another  armor f f id9,  again quar ter ly ,
and  aga in  a t  $18 .00  no t  cheap .  I  was  fess  impressed  w i th  th i s
pub l i ca t i on  ( r  d idn ' t  pu rchase  a  copy ) ,  bu t  t h i s  may  j us t  have  been  due
to  the  fac t  t ha t .  I  wasn ' t  i n te res ted  i n  t he  con ten ts  (M41  Pa t ton ,  M4
Sherman Composi te  HuI1,  and Br i t ish Urban Camouf lage)  .

Cont inu ing on the armor theme,  and cer ta in ly  the most  impress ive
Iook ing  up -coming  k i t :  a  l / 35 t l n  sca le  M26  r rD ragon  Wagon" ,  w i th  300+  pa r t s
in  e t ched  me ta1 ,  b rass ,  a lum inum,  p las t i c  and  res in .  Comp le te  i n  eve ry
de ta i l ,  o t  so  t he  adve r t i semen t  s t a tes ,  t h i s  can  be  had  f o r  $180 .00 .  The
t rend  i n  a rmor  k i t s  t hese  days  i s  c lea r :  o the r  t han  a  re la t i ve l y  f ew
in - i on f  i nn  l r i t g  f rom DML/  I t a le r i  and  Tamiya ,  Lhe  marke t  i s  be ing  supp l i ed
w i th  expens i ve ,  mu l t i -med ia  k i t s  o f  h igh  qua l i t . y  ( f o r  t he  mos t  pa r t )
a imed  square l y  a t  t he  en thus ias t .  I  see  no  p rob lem w i th  th i s  f o r  t hose
who can focus the i r  in terest .s  and who actual ly  bu i ld ,  ra ther  than s imply



c o l l e c t ,  m o d e l s .  T h e  h i g h  c o s L  o f  t h e s e  " c o n n o i s s e u r "  k i t s  p r e c l u d e s  a I I
l a  t h e  w e a l t h i e s c  o f  u s  c o l l e c t i n g  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  t . h e s e  s o l e l y  c o\r
V lace  on  the  she l f  .

Onto  the  mode l ing  seminars ,  and here  was one area  o f  the  At lan ta
Convent ion  tha t  was  a  to ta l  fa i lu re  as  fa r  as  I  was  concerned.  On the
f i r s t .  d a y  o f  t h e  S e a t t l e  C o n v e n t i o n  ( T h u r s d a y ) ,  t . h e r e  w e r e  L 2  s e m i n a r s  t o
=r+-  anr l  nn  lhe  Fr iday ,  10  more ,  and one on  the  Saturday .  A t l -an ta  o f fe redt  v t t

one seminar  on  Thursd"y ,  s ix  on  Fr iday ,  and four  on  Saturday .  G iven tha t
I  w a s  a  j u d g e ,  t h i s  e l - i m i n a t e d  t h e  S a t u r d a y  s e m i n a r s  f o r  m e ,  s o  o n l y
s e v e n  s e m i n a r s ,  t o t a I ,  w e r e  o p e n  t o  m e  a s  a  v i s j , t o r ,  v s  2 2  h a d  I  a t t e n d e d
t h e  S e a t t l - e  s h o w  a s  a  v i s i t o r  a n d  j u d g e .

" ' W o r s e  f o r  a t t e n d e e s  o f  s e m i n a r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  e v e n t s ,  w a s  t h e  c o n f u s i o n
r e g a r d i n g  s t a r t  t i m e s .  I  h a d  a  t i c k e t  f o r  a n  A c e s  S e m i n a r .  T h e  t i c k e t
s t a t e d  a  7 : 0 0  p m  s t a r t ,  t h e  h u g e  p o s t e r  i n  t h e  l o b b y  l i s t e d  7 : 3 0 ,  a n d  a n
? \ F ' l  - - Fn L l q r r u q  - , y d n i z e r ,  w h e n  a s k e d ,  s t a t e d  t h e  s e m i n a r  b e g a n  a t  8 :  O 0  !  !  !  ( t h e i r
p o c k e t  s c h e d u l - e  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  8 :  C 0  t i m e  b u t  7 : 0 0  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  t h e
r igh t  t ime)  .  When f  inqu i red  as  to  who the  banquet  gues t  speaker  was,  the
t w o  A t l a n t a  S t a f f  m e m b e r s  I  a s k e d  o n  T h u r s d a y  s a i d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  k n o w ,  t h e
t h i r d  I  a s k e d  o n  F r i d a y  s a i d  " y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  a t  b a n q u e t s "
( d u m m y ! ! ) .  T h e  l a t e r  w a s  c o r r e c t ,  d t  l e a s t  a b o u t  n o t  h a v i n g  a  g u e s t
o n a = l z a r  v e t  m i n u s  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  t h e  b a n q u e t  l - a s t e d  a s  I o n g ,  L f  n o t
l o n c r e r  f  h a n  l h g  S e a t t l _ e  e v e n t .,  u  r r q r

S o  f i n a f l y  o n t o  t h e  m o d e l  c o n t e s t .  T h i s  w a s  j a m m e d  i n t o  a  r o o m
w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  n o  l a r g e r  t h a n  S e a t t l e ' s ,  w i t h  l i g h t i n g  o b v i o u s l y
s u b s t a n d a r d  t o  t h a t  o f  S e a t t l - e ,  a n d  f r a n k l y  s u b s t a n d a r d  p e r i o d .  S o m e  o f
the  mode ls  d id  manage adequate  I igh t ,  ds  t .here  were  a  few in tense

- . . ^ F ' 1  . i - L F ^  ] . ^ - ^ . i - -  t - ^ -  * h e  r - e i ' l  - i  n o .  . i  ' r r , , - . i - - t s . . i - ^  F h e  O d d  m O d e l _  h e f e  a n d1 - v  L r f Y r r u D  r r a r r Y r r r Y  r r \ J r r r  L r r s  v e r r r r r : j  /  r I I L l t t r J _ I t d L J _ . t J . 9  L t-
J re re .  Our  own Ter ry  Moore  no ted  t .ha t  h is  mode l  was  under  such a  l igh t ,

i l l u m i n a t i n g  b r i g h t l y  a I I  t h e  f l a w s  o n  h i s  m o d e l .  Y e t  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  h i s
were  o ther  mode ls  d isp lay ing  p len ty  o f  e r ro rs ,  ye t  h idden in  the  dark ,
t h e s e  f l a w s  w e r e  v e r y  h a r d  t o  s e e .  P o o r  T e r r y . . . .

M u c h  t o  t h e  d i s g u s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  m o d e l  h a l 1  c l o s e d  a t  9 p m  t h e  f i r s t
n i a l - r f  n €  F h e  s h o w .  A f t e r  m u c h  c o m p l a i n i n g ,  i t  s t a y e d  o p e n  p a s t  m i d n i g h t
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n i g h t .  A n d  b y  c l o s e  o f  e n t r i e s ,  t h e  r o o m  c o n t a i n e d  a
s t a g g e r i n g  1 , 8 0 1  m o d e l  e n t r i e s  ( a n d  a  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l
m a r l a ' l  o  n i r r a l  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  " c o l l e c t i o n s " )  O v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  o fr i l v v v f e ,  

: r v '

t h e s e  m o d e l s  w a s  g o o d ,  w i t h  f e w e r  " d o g s "  t h a n  a t  t h e  1 9 9 1  S t .  L o u i s  s h o w ,
ye t  fa r  fewer  rea l -  "gems"  than the  Seat t le  show.  There  was no th ing
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  s u p e r b  S t u g  I I I r r B e s t  I n  S h o w "  f r o m  S e a t t l e ,  n o  S a m u r a i

Avro  WWI bomber .  Th is  sa id ,  there  WERE 140 en t . r ies  in  t .he\ - d b L - L t : ,  r r ( J  /

4 8 t h  s i n g l e  e n g i n e d  p r o p  c a t e g o r y ,  f o r c i n g  i t  t o  b e  s p l i t  F O U R  t i m e s  !  !  !
There  WAS a  co l lec t ion  o f  30  A-4  Skyhawks,  and TWO d ioramas based around
I / 4 8 t 1 n  s c a l e  C - 1 3 0 ' s .  H o w e v e r ,  f o r  m e ,  t h e  m o s t  v i s u a l l y  i m p r e s s i v e
m o d e l  ( s )  i n  t h e  s h o w  w a s  t h e  m i d - a i r  r e f u e l i n g  o f  a  B - 5 2  b y  a  K C - 1 3 5 ,  i n
1 / 7 2 r r d  s c a l e ! ! ! !  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  h o l d i n g  u p  t . h e  B - 5 2  w a s  a  n a r r o w
d i a m e t e r  s t e e l  s h a f t  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  h e a v y  ( c o n c r e t e ? )  b a s e .  A s  f o r  t h e
K C - 1 3 5 ,  i t  w a s  h e l d  a l o f t  s o l e l y  b y  t h e  s c a l e  r e f u e l i n g  p r o b e ! ! ! !
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  h i s  e n g i n e e r i n g  s k i l l s  w e r e  f a r  b e t t e r
t h a n  h i s  b u i l d i n g  s k i l I s ,  a n d  h e  o n l y  p l a c e d  t h i r d  i n  h i s  c a t e g o r y .
H o w e v e r ,  d t  t e n  f e e t . ,  t h e  K C - 1 3 5 / B - 5 2  w a s  V E R Y  i m p r e s s i v e .  W i t h  l u c k ,
q^ma aF mrz  photographs  w i } l  have tu rned ou t ,  and a  ten ta t i ve  photo  show

" ' 1

j s  s e t  f o r  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  m e e t i n g .  O h ,  a n d  g e t  t h i s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  T W O  D M L'  - " ' r  * ' : ^ ^ " e s ,  w i t h  l a u n c h e r s .  G u e s s  I  c a n  f o r g o  m y  e f f o r t ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !- u u  r r r J _ 5 > r J - r
-  F ina11y,  a  word f rom the manufacturers.  Having had a long ta lk  wi th

Tom Walsh of  A lv lT/Er t l ,  i t  would appear  th is  f  i rm wi l l -  be replac ing
Monogram as  Amer i ca rs  p remie re  p roduce r  o f  av ia t i on  k i t s .  Un l i ke



Monogram,  AMT wi l l  be  produc ing  the i r  k i t s  w i th  engraved pane l  l ines .
T h e i r  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  k i t ,  t h e  K C - 1 3 5 ,  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  b e y o n d  A M T ' s
dreams,  a l ready  se l l ing  th ree  t j -mes the  k i ts  o r ig ina l l y  expec t  by  the
- ^ m n a n '  T h i s  h a s  a l - l o w e d  T o m ,  w h o  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  A M T ' s  a i r c r a f t
I i n e  o f  k i t s ,  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  f u n d i n g  f o r  n e w  k i t s .  T h e  f i r m , s  B - 5 2  i s
r l r ra  n r r r -  in  c^ r tember .  For  those o f  you  who bought  mu l - t . ip le  KC-13S k i ts
so  as  to  conver t  t .hem in to  o ther  -135 var ian ts ,  I  am a f ra id  you wasted
y o u r  t i m e  a n d  m o n e y .  F u r t h e r  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  " - 1 3 5 r r s e r i e s  w i l l  b e
F^-Fr ' ^^* j * -  ^ ' re r  the  nexL few years  f rom AMT,  the  second,  due shor t l y ,! v !  L r r v v r r r r r l Y  v  \

wi l l  be  the  EC-135 .  Fo r  t hose  WWI I  German  fans ,  save  you r  f unds  fo r
A I v IT ' s , Ju -88  se r i es ,  t he  r r c r r  ve r s i on  due  ou t  t h i s  mon th .  I t  i s  an
o v a a l ' l a n r  L ' i t -  ,  w i t h  f u l I y  e n g r a v e d  p a n e l  l i n e s ,  a n d  s e l 1 s  f o r  l e s s  t h a nj L +  9  ,

t h e  I t a l e r i  v e r s i o n .
A g a i n ,  a  r a n g e  o f  J u - 8 8 ' s  w i l - I  b e  r e f e a s e d  o v e r  t . h e n  n e x t  c o u p l e  o f

years .  A Iv lT ,  based on  fund ing  prov ided f rom the  KC-135,  and hoped fo r
s u c c e s s  f r o m  t h e  B - 5 2 ,  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  k i t s  w e l l
i n t o  d e s i g n  a n d  t o o l i n g  s t a g e s ,  a n d  T o m  s a y s  h e  h o p e s  t o  s e e  f i v e  o r  s o
n e w  k i t s  p e r  y e a r  f o r  1 9 9 4  a n d  1 9 9 5 . Of  i n te res t  was  tha t  Esc i  i s  a
f u l l y  o w n e d  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  A M T / E r L I ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ! !
A f te r  some d isas t rous  marke t ing  dec is ions  made by  the  Esc j -  fo lks  (such as
i s s u i n g  F O U R  k i t s  i n  " 7 2 n d  o f  t h e  F o k k e r  F - 2 7  F r i e n d s h i p ) ,  y o u  W I L L  N O T  b e
see ing  ANYTHING f rom Esc i  wh ich  is  no t  d ic ta ted  by  AMT manaqement  back  in
t h e  U S A .

Noth ing  new was ment ioned f rom Hasegawa,  and DML's  schedu led
r e l e a s e s  h a v e  f a l l e n  b e h i n d  o n  t h e i r  p r o m i s e d  r e l e a s e  d a t e s .  T h e  ' / 2 n d .

s c a l e  P - 5 1 ' s  w i l l  n o t  a p p e a r  u n t i l  n e x t  y e a r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e .  O n  d i s p l a y
w a s  a  b u i l - t  u p  t e s t  s h o t  o f  D M L ' s  4 8 t h  s c a l e  W W I I  N a t t e r  r o c k e t  p l a n e ,
w i t h  f u l l  l - a u n c h  t o w e r .  N o w  t h i s  l o o k e d  s w e e t ,  i f  I  d o  s a y  s o  m y s e l f ! !

F r o m  M i n i c r a f t ,  y o u  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  s e e  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e i r  u p c o m i n g
c r f  r l  i n =  E ' l r r i 1 9  b o a t s  b e f o r e  y e a r ' s  e n d .  T h e y  a r e  r e t o o l i n g  t h e i r  ' / 2 n d ,

M e  f 0 9  a n d  P - 5 1  k i t s ,  a n d  t h e  t e s t  s h o t s  l o o k e d  v e r y  n i c e .  A I s o  l o o k i n g
n i . e  f h p i r  4 8 t h  I { r : - g  2 9  k i t s  a n d  a n  F - 4 U  k i t  t o  t h e  s a m e  s c a l e .  T h i s
f i r m  i s  a 1 s o  p r o m i s i n g  a  T i g e r  I  k i t  i n  3 5 t h  s c a l e .  H o w e v e r ,  g i v e n  t h a t
t h e  p r i c e  o n  t h e  e x c e l - I e n t  T a m i y a  k i t  h a s  f a l 1 e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  f l - o o r  ( f r o m
$ 4 5 .  t o  l - e s s  t h a n  $ 2 0  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l  o r d e r  f i r m s )  ,  t h e  e c o n o m i c s  o f
t h i s  r e l e a s e  l o o k  d o u b t f u l .

T a m i y a  w i l - I  b e  s h o r t l y  r e l e a s i n g  a  n e w - t o o l - e d  3 5 t h  s c a l e  K i n g  T i g e r
w i t h  H e n s c h e l -  t u r r e t . .  T h i s  f i r m ' s  3 2 n d  F - 1 5 C  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v i e w i n g
a t  A t l a n t a ,  b u t  a t  w e l l  o v e r  $ 1 0 0 ,  t h i s  i s  a b o u t  a l - l  r  w i l l  e v e r  b e
do ing ,  v iewing .  And speak ing  o f  b ig  and expens ive ,  b race  yourse l f  fo r
th ree  new armor  k i ts  f rom Ver l inden Produc t ions ,  in  the i r  L / Is tJn  sca le
a r m o r  s e r i e s :  T i g e r  r ,  P z k p f w  I I ,  a n d  M - 1 1 3 .  T h e  l a r g e r  o f  t h e s e  k i t s
w i l l  r e t a i l -  f o r  o v e r  $ 2 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  m a i n  t r e n d  i n  a r m o r
k i t s ,  h i g h  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  h i g h  c o s t ,  r e s i n  k i t s  f o r  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t ,  w i t h
the  two main  in jec t ion  producers ,  Tamiya  and DML,  each issu ing  the  same
k i t  ( D M L  T - 7 2  V s  T a m i y a  T - 7 2 ;  T a m i y a  M 1 A 1  v s  D M L  M 1 A 1  e t c ) .  T h e  H a s e g a w a
o n f r r r  i n t - n  

" q l h  s c a l e  a r m o r ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  t a n k e t t e ,  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r
o v e r  $ 1 0 0 ,  t h e  s a m e  p r i c e  y o u  w o u l d  p a y  f o r  h a n d - p o u r e d  r e s i n  k i t s .

T o  c o n c l u d e  t h e n ,  o u r  h o s t s  i n  A t l a n t a  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  f r i e n d l y ,  i f  a
tad  confused about  what ,  when and where  th ings  were  happen ing .  Desp i te' 1  i ^ r ^ F ' i - ^ ,  1 8 0 0 +  m o d e 1 s  i n  o n e  r o o m  i m p r e s s e s  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  y o u  l o o kI / v v !  r r Y r r L r r r y ,

. i -  i r  rn r l  t she  vendors  were  grea t .  However ,  t .hose who he lped w i th  the4 9 ,

Seat t le  Show can be proud that  At lanta d id not  surpass vour  ef for t .s .

by A.  B i rkbeck



THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AIRCRAFT MODELLING TOUR
By Kevin CaIlahan

I should apologize up front for giving you a rrsummer vacationrl
story, but conlider Lhe alternative: three more pages of Andrew!
So here goes.

Southern California is unquestionably one of the most popular
vacation spots in the country. You know most of the reasons
a l ready :  O isney land ,  San  O iego ,  Yosemi te ,  Sequo ia -and  the  l i ke .
But there are i tso quite a few spots that the dedicated aircraft
model ler  shouldnr t  rn iss whi le  in  town.  There are Ai r  Force bases
wi th s ign i f icant  fu I l -sca le a i rcraf t  co l lect ions,  l ike March AFB
in n ive is ide and Cast le  AFB in  centra l  CA.  There are a lso pr ivate
col lect ions,  such as the amazing Chino P1anes of  Fame Museum, the
San Diego Aerospace Museum, and the Santa Monica Museum of
F l y ing .  Spec i f i ca l l y  f o r  t he  mode l l e r ,  a I I  o f  t he  p r i va te  a i r
museums have lots oi aircraft models -- though of widely varying
quali ty -- and I found two hobby shops that also had very nice
dot tect ions of  models  on hand.  In  fact ,  the best  s ing le group of
a i rcraf t  models  that  I  found on th is  summer 's  Cal i forn ia vacat ion
was located,  in  a l l  p laces,  a long the back waI I  o f  a  hobby store
in Garden Grove.

One of  the best  co l lect ions of  f lyable a i rcraf t ,  and the pr i rne
at t ract ion of  the Chino a i rpor t  - -  un lesss you ' re in terested in
the Men's  Pr ison across the way - -  is  the Planes of  Fame Museum'
It should be on the it inerary of any aircraft hobbyist who is
pass ing through Southern Cal i forn ia.  Not  on ly  do they have many
Leaut i iu l ly  r6stored f ighters and l iqht  bombers - -  most  o f  which
are in  f ly ing condi t ion onsi te ,  but  the i r  restorat ion workshop
is in the center of the rnain compound. The last t irne I was at
Chino they were work ing on two P-38s;  th is  t ime they were deep
in to  a  S -25 ,  dn  A -26 ,  and  a  P -59  A i racomet .  Bes t  o f  a l l ,  t hey
wi I I  occasional ly  ro l l  one of  the f ighters out  o f  the hangar  and
star t  i t  up.  When I  was s t ro l l ing through the outs ide s torage
park, I  toofea up to see a Grumman F8F Bearcat in USN markings
c i rc l ing the a i rpor t  a t  low a l t i tude.

I  should point  out  that  Chino is  sor t  o f  the SuperScale of  a i r
museums: the product is f ine but you had better know what you are
look ing at ,  because documentat ion is  a lmost  nonexis tent .  I t  is
ernphatlcal ly not a high-tech museum with track l ighting and
caipeted f loors,  but  ia ther  a ser ies of  hangars wi th  (most ty)
work ing a i rcraf t  ins ide.  The a i rcraf t  themsel-ves are
unbe l i evab le ,  w i th  a  P -51 - (A  and  D) ,  Co rsa i r ,  Avenger ,  Daun t less ,
P -38 ,  Ze ro ,  F7F ,  P ' 47 '  P -35 ,  F6F ,  He -162 ,  B -L7 ,  B -25  and  more '

There is  a ISo a large number of  nodels  on the premises.  Some
obviously date back to the early days of the museum, and are not
to a very high standard. Many of the more recent models are much
better, lossinly due to the iact that the museum now has its own
inhouse model l ing c lub ( IPMS Planes of  Fane) .  There are some
topicat  d isp lays,  such as one on passenger  a i r l iners of  the 1930s

o



and one on the Soviet AF, but most models are displayed rather
haphazard ly ,  in  whatever  case was avai lab le.  The model  d isp lay
*o-nta aefinitely benefit  from some overal l  design work to break
the exhib i t  in to  thenes.  A1so,  a  b i t  o f  text  for  each rnodel ,  d t
least  descr ib ing the subject  and k i t rnaker ,  would be helpfuI .

One note that should be amusing to those of us who have been
trying for years to gain rnodell ing access to the Seatt le Museum
of-f l iqht. Ott just about every wal1 in the Chino Museum was a
photoc5piea nofice plaintively asking for volunteers to provj-de

LornptetLd models  tor  tne museum in Lz72 and 1:48 scale.  They
obviously have arnbit ious plans for their rnodel display which they

don, t  teet  they can prov ide for  in ternal ly .  P lus they have a
museum staff wiff ing to accept even to beg for -- outside help

in  prov id ing a qual i ty  nodel  d isp lay.  Qui te  a d i f ference in
at t i tude f rom our  local  s i tuat ion.

Whi le  I  found the model  d isp lay at  Chino to  be encouraging, .
especia l ly  when compared to-eai l ier  v is i ts ,  the exact  opposi te .
was true at the San-ta Monica Museum of Flying. On my f irst visit
to  the SMMoF, I  found near ly  a dozen very n ice,  purpose-bui l t ,
large and smal l  d isp lay cases f i t led wi th  ( rnost ly)  h lgh-qual i ty
rnodels .  Dur ing th is  summer 's  t r ip ,  however ,  a l l  but  the two
largest cases had been ernptied of models and used for general

av i i t ion memorabi l ia .  And the models  that  remained in  the largest"
cases were not the cream of the former crop. I suspect that one
or two individual modellers who accounted for the best models
spli t  with the museum and took their models with thern.

There are a number of  in terest ing fu l ls ize a i rcraf t  on d isp lay at

the SMMoF, inc lud ing a Spi t f i re  Mk 8,  Rutan Voyager ,  Skyra ider ,
P -39 ,  Yak -3 ,  and  a  ooug las  wor ld  c ru i se r  ( so  dus t  o f f  t ha t
Wi l l iarns Bros k i t ) .  fhey a lso have an impress ive co l lect ion of

desktop and display models including one monstrous cutaway of

a DC-Lb that  mul t  have been 12 feet  1ong.  St i1 l ,  i t  was
disappointing to see the museum veer away from.the strong
Uegi ; rn ing th6y had establ ished in  creat ing a h igh qual i ty  p last ic

model  d isp lay.

Ai r  museums are not  the only  p lace to  see lo ts  of  a i rcraf t
models. I  found two hobby slores that dedicated part of their
space (which they could have used to stack more Jurassic Park
dinosaur  k i ts ,  a i ter  a l l )  to  good rnodel  d isp lays.  The f i rs t  is

Fre i ler rs  His tor ica l  rnodels  in  Hawthorne,  ten mi les south of  LAX.

Whi le  not  a  huge store,  Fre i ler 's  is  wel l -s tocked in  reference
mater ia l ,  magaZines,  and new k i t  re leases.  In  the back of  the
store are two 6x4x6 walkaround d isp lay cases,  f i l led wi th  upwards
o f  L00  mode ls .  Genera l l y ,  one  case  ho lds  L :72  k i t s ,  t he  o the r
l - :48.  Most  are wel l -done,  and many are models  that  one doesn' t
normally see. There were a number of vacuforms, including the

Contra i i  HP-42,  Mya-4 Bison,  and the b lack Vat iant  B Mk l - .  Of

course there are 
-gf -LOgs 

and Fw- l -9Os,  but  the co l lect ion was
obviously put together with an eye toward the occasional oddbalI.



I t  is  def in i te ly  wor th a s top i f  you don ' t  n ind get t ing that
close to Southcentral LA.

For  sheer  range of  co l lect ion and qual i ty  o f  const ruct ion,  I .have
to adrnit that the best model display I saw while in Cali fornia
was at Brookhurst Hobbies in Garden Grove. The store recently
rnoved to larger guarters, which al lows thern the luxury of
devot ing upwards of  30 '  o f  wal lspace to  d isp lay cases-  There are
four  hor izonta l  cases,  s ix  g lass shelves each,  and every square
inch is  packed wi th  Iz72 models .  Good models .  Good-enough- to-
p lace-at lmost-contests- I 've-been- to models .  And probably  3OO of
them. I t  reaI ly  is  a  wonder  to  behold.

The co l lect ion concentrates on four  areas:  WWI- ,  1930s and 1: i4Os
Luf twaf fe,  Soviet  A i r  Force,  1940s and 1 ' :150s US Navy,  and
Japanese i i r  Force (What !  No RAF!?)  Most  models  are of  f ighters
and/or  s ing le-engined a i rcraf t ,  probably  due to  space
I i rn i ta t ion i .  The impress ive th ing was how deep the co l lect ion was
in i ts  chosen areas.  Not  just  the rnajor  in jected manufacturers,
but  shor t - runs,  vacuforms,  and res in k i ts .  I t  was n ice to  see
almost  every Huma k i t  done weI I .  There real ly  weren ' t  many k i ts  I
could th ink of  that  were not  inc luded in  the scope of  subject
mat ter  that  had been chosen.  And again,  these were done to a
uni form h igh s tandard.  AI I  the cockpi ts  I  could see in to were
furn ished,  a l l  the antenna wires were there,  each b ip lane was
fu l I y  r i gged .

I rve at ready been proper ly  beaten for  not  shoot ing up the rest  o f
my f i ln  on Lnis  cot te l t ion.  But  I  adni t  I  would have fe l t  a  b i t
s i f fy  tak ing p ic tures in  what  is ,  a f ter  a l l ,  a  re ta i l  s tore.
St i l l ,  i t  i i  Ler ta in ly  wor th a s top i f  you happen to be in  the
area.  oh yeah,  and the s tore is  pret ty  good too,  especia l ly  i f
yourre toor ing for  vacuforms or  out -of -product ion k i ts .

There are two other  Cal i forn ia museurns that  I  d idn ' t  v is i t  in
Lgg3,  but  have been to in  the past .  They are both wor th a v is i t .
In  centra l  Cal i forn ia,  about  300 mi les nor th of  LA,  the Cast le
AFB museum sits near the town of Atwater along Hwy 99. While they
have v i r tua l ty  no p last ic  models  (ok,  there are some hanging in
the cafeter ia ,  but  that  is  get t ing by on a technica l i ty ) ,  the
base museum has a t ru ly  outs tanding co l lect ion of  fu l l -s ize
a i r p l anes .  B -L7 ,  B -29 ,  B -50 ,  F -89  ,  C -46 ,  CF - l -OL '  CF - l - 00 ,  C -45 ,
and many more. In the boneyard north of the static park sit  the
pieces 6t  nug"  8-36 peacern lker ,  a  long- term restorat ion pro ject .
f t  looks rather  l ike a g iant  par t ia t ly  assernbled Monogram 8-36-

The San Diego Aerospace Museum has not  on ly  an excel lent  set  o f
a i rcraf t  exhib i ts ,  but  shows how weI I  models  can be used to
increase the impact and information that can be passed on to a
v iewer.  I  especia l ly  l iked the i r  B lue Angels  model  d isp lay,  and a
large ver t ic l l  exhib i t  showing aI I  o f  the rnajor  f ighters and
recon a i rcraf t  o f  the US NavY.

Further proof that there are other reasons for visit ing SoCaI
than Mickey 's  Toontown.

o
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The Legend Flies Again

Tlre Nlesserschmitt Nle.262 Schwalbe. It was the worlcl 's f irst opcrational jet f ighter ancl nearly rcwrote u'orlcl aviation historr'

b1' being so far ahead of its t irne. lbclay, the fcrv that sti l l  exist are cloistered in museums, ncver to fl1' again as originall l '  built

duc to airframe corrosicln and non-availabil it l '  of operativc original JUMO 004 engines.

A tlrnit"a number of these histrlr ic aircraft rvil l  no,,v bc nranufacturccl by Texas Airplane Factory, Inc. in conjunction rvith Classic

Figliter Inclustrics, Inc., rvhich rvil l  provide the <lriginal N'Ic.262 IJ-1A as the reference example necessary for the program.'fhe

airplane rvil l  bc manufacturecl as if i t \\ 'ere a continued proclLrction of the original, including all systems, mctric sizes, and strict

adherence to the original structural f idelity. Original cockpit instrumentation is available and wil l be used. N'Iodern engines, elec-

trical s-vstem, brakcs, ancl avionics u,i l l  be inclucled but rvil l  be installed in reproduction housing and authentic cockpit enclosures

so as to maintain original visual f iclelitf in evcry aspect. Singlc-seat version (A1-A) or two-seat version (B1-A) are available.

Time has not treated the Me.262 population well. Of the total production, only 8 air{rames are known to exist, all of thenr ir l

museums and none of them even close to being air-worthy. One of the few original N'1e.262 aircraft in existence is currenti l '

residing with Classic Fighter Industries and wil l serve as the reference point for the reverse engineering effort. The availalri l i tv

of this aircraft has made the entire project both possible and practical. A careful study of the original blueprints along rvith con-

tinual cross-referencing to existing aircraft have allorved 1'he 262 Project team to unveil and duplicate every one of the 262's

structural secrets. These wil l be the only flying examples of this historic aircraft available in the world. Their investment value

should be carefully considered. Because of the extraorciinary effort required to properly plan and execute this program, it is

highly unlikely that such a production effort wil l ever be undertaken again. This is a major effort mounted b-v a dedicated team

for sericlus collectors/invest<lrs onlv.

Production of the NIe.262 rvil l  be l imited to 5 aircraft, each offered at $1.45 mill ion.

Contact: Steve Snyder, President, Classic Fighter Industries, (609) 663-2234 or
Charlie Searock, I.t. Gen., USAF (ret.), (609) 486-7575; Fax: (609),186'9385.



IPMS Vancouver 1993 Fall Show
Trophy Categories

Ribbon Categories
Aircrafl
l. Out ofthe box all scales
2. Biplanes all scales
3. Single engine prop 72nd or less
4. Single engine prop 48th
5. Single & multi-engine prop 32nd & Iarger
6. Twin & multi<ngine prop 72nd & smaller
7. Twin & multi<ngine prop 48th
8. Single cnginejet 72nd
9. Singlc engincjet 48th
10. T..vin engine jet 72nd & sm:lle;
ll. Twinengineja48rh
12. Single and rwin cngine ja 32nd & larger
13. Military muhi-enginc jet 3 or more engines all scales
14. Civilian airliners all scales
I 5. Civilian sport and racing aircraft all scales and all types
I 6. Vacuumform & scratchbuih all scales all tlpes
17. Helicopters and rotary winged aircran all scales

Armour
18. Out offte box all scales andtlpcs
19. Closedrop AFV48th&larger
20. Closed rop AFV 72nd & srnaller
21. Open top AFV & artillcry 48th & larger
22. Open top AFV & artillery 72nd & snraller
23. Armour conversions all scales
24. Scratc-lrbuilt armour models all scales
25. Soft skirured vehicles, trucks, bikes erc 48th & larger
26. Soft skirmed vehicleg truckg bikes etc 72nd and srnaller

Automobiles
27. Out ofthe box all t),p€s & scales
28. Factory stock all eras 24lh & smaller
29. Factorys(ock all eras 20th & larget
30. Racing & competition vchicle 24th & smaller
31. Racing & competition vehicles 20th & larger
32. Hotrods pre-I940's atl scales
33. Custom rods l94l to 1960 all scales
34. Pro-street rods 196l to p,resent all scales
35. Show rods all years all scale
36. Street rtactincs all years all scales
37. Trucks all scales
38. Motorcycles all scales

Figures
39. Military, mounted all scales

9. Peoples Choice*
10. Masters Arvard*
11. Best Corvette
12. Best Grumman aircraft
13. Best Battle of Kursk 1943**
14. Best WWII fighter Ace**
15. Best WWI aircraft

40. a- Military, on foot 35Or & smaller
40. b. Military,onfoot34lh &latger
41. a Non-military, fantasy 80mm & smaller
41. b. Non-military, fantasy 8lmm &larger

Space & Science Fiction
42. Models offactual vehicles all scales
43. Models of fiaional vehicles incl. fantasv all scales

Ship
14. Sai! Pow'cicdall scales
45- Engine powered 6001h & larger
46. Engine powered 700tha and smaller

Diorama
'47. Aircraft all scales
48. Armour all scales
49. Automobiles all scales
50. Ships all scales
51. Figures" military all scales
52. Figures, non-military, fantasy all scales
53. Spac.e & fantasy all scales

"What-IF'
54. Aircmfl all scales
55. Armour all scales
56. Automobiles all scales
57. Shipsallscales

Miscellaneous
58. Collections, all tpes all scales
59. Railroad subjects all scales

Junior
l. Prop driven aircrafl all scales
2. Jet powered aircrafl. all scales
3. Closed top armoured vehicles all scales
4. Open top armoured vehicles all scales
5. Cars & trucks all scales & types
6. Ships all scales & tSpes
7. Figures aU scales & tlpes
8. Space & Sifi models
9. Dioramas all scales & tlpes
10. MiscellaneousModels

S4+. Oet. Z''
q:oo -Ll:oo,
Reqdst.of,'rot ctoscs

u !'?-
l. Best ship/naval subject
2. Best armour subject
3. Best figure
4. Best diorama
5. Best use of an air brush
6. Best Canadian subject
7. Best ofshorv Junior
8. Best ofshow Senior

* Categories 9&10 only will be decided by a public ballot of all the contestants. The Masters category is for any model
which has won at any previous IPMS contest. Including national conventions and Recons, etc.
** In categories 13&14 references must be placed beside the model to show it is relevant to the subject. The references
must clearly indicate to the judges that the model is relevant to the subject or the model will not beJudged in that category.
NB More Trophy categories could be added depending on sponsor requests.

o
If you plan to bring any large displays or dioramas please let us know in advance so room can be found.
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Drawn Conclusions by James T. Pendergrast
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Andrew Birkbeck
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