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M E E T I N G S :  S a t u r d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 1 t h ,  1 0 : 0 0  a m  u n t i l  1 : 0 0  p m

S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  8 t h ,  1 0 : 0 0  a m  u n t i l  1 ; 0 0  p m

I n  t h e  l a s t  w e e k  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  L 9 9 L ,  t h e  a r c h  e n e m y  o f  t h e  U S A  f o r

t h e  p a s t  4 5  y e a r s  c a m e  a p a . r t  a t  t h e  s e a m s ,  i t s  l e a d e r  f  o r c e d  t o  r e s i g ' n  i n

h u m i l i a t i o n .  T h e  U n i o n  o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c s  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d

f r o m  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  I n  i t s  p l a c e  1 5  n a t i o n s  a n d  l ' 0 0  d i f f e r e n t

e t h n i c  g r o u p i n g s ,  d " o m i n a t e d ,  i n  s i z e  a t  1 e a s t ,  b y  t h e  n e w  n a t i o n  o f

R u s s i a ,  W h o  w o u l d  h a v e  t h o u g h t  i t  P o s s i b l e ?
A n {  w i t h  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  U S S R ,  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  " C o l d

W a r "  c o m e s  a  r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  m o d e l  i n d u s t r y .  A f t e r  4 5

y e a r s  o f  t h e  " A r m s  R a c e " ,  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o t a g o n i s t s  i s  g o n e ,  i L s

L o u n t e r p a r t  s u d d e n l y  w i t h o u t  a  m a j o r  f o e .  W h a t  n e e d  o f  S t e a l t h

L e c h n o l t g y  w h e n  t h e  e n e m y  i s  g o n e !  W h a t  n e e d  f o r  S u k h o i  S u - 2 7 ' s  w h e n

R u s s i a  w a n t s  t o  j o i n  N A T O ?  W h a t  n e e d  o f  N A T O  w i t h o u t  a  W a r s a w  P a c t ?

A f t e r  4 5  y e a r s  o f  g r e a t  s t r i d e s  t o  b u i l d  b i g g e r  a n d  b e t t e r  r r / e a P o n s

s y s t e m s ,  t f , .  a r m s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  s u d d e n l y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  b i g  t r o u b l e .

W h a t  n e e d  a  " K i e v "  c l a s s  c a r r i e r  w h e n  e v e n  f a r - o f f  C u b a  h a s  b e e n

a b a n d o n e d ?  I n  a  w a r p e d  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  " F l o w e r  C h i f d r e n "
p a i n t i n g  p r e t t y  p i c t u r e s  o n  t h e  w e a p o n s  o f  d o o m ,  c o m e s  b r i g h t l y  c o l o r e d

R u s s i a n  a e r o b a t i c  c o l o r s  o n  M i g  2 9 s  a n d  S u  2 7 s l  N o  n e w  w e a P o n s  s y s t e m s '

n o  n e w  m o d e l s  o f  t h e m  t o  b u i l d .
W i l t  t h e  T - 8 0  b e  t h e  L a s t  m o d e l  o f  a  " S o v i e t "  t a n k  y o u  a r e  e v e r

l i k e 1 y  t o  b u i l d . ,  a  R u s s i a n  a e r o b a t i c  S u  2 7  t h e  l a s t  m o d e r n  " S o w i e t "
a i r c r a f t  H a s e g a w a  i s s u e s ?  W i l l  D I " 1 L , / D r a g o n ' s  Y F - 2 3  e v e r  t u r n  i n t o  a n  F -

2 3 ,  a n d  i f  s o ;  w i l l  t h e r e  e v e r  b e  a n  F - 2 5 ,  l e t  a l o n e  a  M i g  3 5 .  f n s t e a d

m i g h t  w e  h a v e  t o  c o n t e n t  o u r s e l v e s  r * i t h  f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g r  a  d e c e n t  7 2 n d

A - i  S k y r a i d e r ,  o r  a  4 8 t h  s c a l e  H a w k e r  H u n t e r ,  o r  T - 5 4 ,  w e a P o n s  f r o m  a

" B y g o n e  e r a " .  O b v i o u s l y  w e  w i i i  s t . i i 1  n e e c i  a  s t , r o n g  d e f  e n s e ,  b u t  e v e n

4 g . i . , = t  s u c h  a  w e l l  a r m e d "  e n e m y  a s  S u d d a m ' s  l r a q ,  A - 6 ' s  a n d  F - 1 6 s  d i d  t h e

t r i c k ,  a l o n g  w i t h  M - 5 0 ' s  a n d  M - l ' s .  W e  h a v e  p l e n t y  o f  t h e s e  i n  o u r

c u r r e n t  i n w e n t o r i e s ,  p l e n t y  t o  l a s t  u s  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  N o  n e e d  f o r

h o r r e n d o u s l y  p r i c e y ' r l p l a c e m e n t s  o f  d u b i o u s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  T i m e  t o  t a k e

u p  W W I  a i r c r a f t  o r  F o r m u l a  r a c i n g  c a r s .

D e c e m b e r  M e e t  i n q :

F o r  t h o s e  w h o  m i s s e d  i t ,  o r  w h o  v / e r e  t h e r e  b u t  n o t  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n ,

a  n u m b e r  o f  i t e m s  o f  b u s i n e s s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d :
F i r s t I y ,  t h e  C h a p t e r  d u e s  f o r  7 9 9 2  w e r e  v o t e d  t o  b e  $ 1 2 . 0 0 .  I t

w o u l d  b e  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  y o u r  C h a p t e r  T r e a s u r e r  i f  t h o s e  w h o  p l a n  t o

a t t e n d  t h e  J . t r r a i y  m e e t i n g  a n d  w h o  h a v e  n o t  a l r e a d y  d o n e  s o ,  p l e a s e  b r i n g

$ 1 2 . 0 0  w i t h  y o u .  T h o s e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  o n  J a n u a r y  1 l t h ,  c o u l d  y o u

p l e a s e  m a i l  y o r r t  c h e c k  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  a p p e a r i n g  o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h i s

n e w s l e t t e r .
S e c o n d l y ,  C h a p t e r  e L e c t i o n s  ' * / e r e  h e l d  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  t e a m  v o t e d  i n

f o r  a n o t h e r  t e r m :  T e r r y  M o o r e ,  P r e s i d e n t ;  K e i t h  L a i r d ,

T r e a s u r e r , / v . P r e s i d e n t ;  a n d  A n d r e w  B i r k b e c k ,  s e c r e t a r y  .  w e  h o p e  t o  s e r v e

y o u  w e l l  f o r  a n o t h e r  Y e a r .
T h i r d l y ,  t h e  * " . i i n g  t i m e  f o r  o u r  m o n t h l y  g e t - t o g e t h e r  h a s  b e e n

m o v e d .  b a c k  t o  i t s  f  o r m e r ,  e a r l i e r  t i m e  o f  l - 0 : 0 0  a m  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e

J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g .  T h i s  m o t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  b y  a  w i d e  m a . r g i n ,  a l t h o u g h  n c r t

u n a n i m - o u s 1 y .  f r o p e f u l l y  t h e  c h a n g e  d o e s  n o t  c a u s e  a n y o n e  u n d u e  h a r d s h i p .

W e  h e a r d  h o w  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  I P M S  S e a t t l e  m o d e L s  a  h o m e  a t  t h e

l , t u s e u m  o f  F l i g h t  h a d  f a i l e d ,  b u t  t h e  C h a p t e r  E x e c u t i v e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  L o

p u r s u e  t h e  m a t t e r .
F i n a l l y ,  a  B I G  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  b r o u g h t  f o o d  a n d  b e v e r a g e s

f o r  t h e  m e e l i n g .  T h e s "  r . r e  c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  a " l 1  t h o s e  w h o

p a r t o o k  i n  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s .
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T h e  T h a n k s g i v t n g / C h r i s t m a s / N e w  Y e a r  p e r i o d  h a s  b e e n  r a t h e r  s l o w  1 n

t e r m s  o f  C o n v e n t i o n  a c t i v i t y ,  a t  l e a s t  f r o m  a  R e g i s t r a t i o n  p o i n t  o f  v i e w '

H o w e v e r ,  i f  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w i t h  S t .  L o u i s  i s  a n y  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  f u t u r e

e v e n t s ,  t h i n g s  s h o u l d .  s h o r t l y  s t a r t  t o  h o p .  l - l a n y  e m p l o y e e s  d o  n o t

r e c e i v e  t h e i r  w a c a t , i o n  s c h e d u l e s  u n t i l  J a n u a r y ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c a n n o t

c o m m i t  t o  a n  e v e n t  s u c h  a s  a  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  u n t i l  J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y

a t  t h e  e a r f i e s t .  T h e  e c o n o m y  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  d u m p s ,  d e s p i t e  w h a t

G o r g e o u s  G e o r g e  m i g h t  l i k e  t o  b e l i e v e ,  a n d  m a n y  a r e  \ ' / a i t i n g  a s  l o n g  a s

p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  c o m m i t t i n g  t o  t r a v e l  p l a n s .
H o w e v e r ,  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e  R e g i s t r a n t s  a r e  g u i e t ,  d o e s n ' t  m e a n  t h e

o r g a n i z i n g  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  b e e n  l y i n g  a b o u t .  T h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  v i s i t  y o u r

l o c a 1  h o b L y  s h o p  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  s e e  o u r  a d v e r t i s i ' n g

p o s t e r s  d i s p r a y l d .  S a i d  p o s t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t o  a I I  t h e  C h a p t e r

c o n t a c t s  i n  t h ;  I P M S / U S A  R e g i o n  V I I  a r e a :  A n c h o r a g € ,  F a i r b a n k s '

B e I l i n g h a m ,  S p o k a n e ,  B o i s e ,  I d a h o  F a l l s ,  P o r t l a n d  a n d  S a l e m ,  a s  w e l l  a s

t o  o u r  f r i e n d s  a t  I P M S  V a n c o u v e r ,  B . C .  I f  y o u  d o  s e e  a  h o b b y  s t o r e

w i t h o u t  o n e  o f  o u r  p o s t e r s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  e n d e a v o r  t o

r e c t i f y  t h e  s i t u a t i t n .  A l s o ,  i f  y o u  t h i n k  o f  a  v e n u e  o t h e r  t h a n  a  h o b b y

s t o r e  w e r e  o n e  o f  o u r  p o s t e r s  m i g h t  b e  e f f e c t i v e l y  d i s p l a y e d ,  1 e t  u s

k n o w .  O u r  g o a l  i s  s a t u r a t i o n  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e

A l a s k a / 3 . C . / W a s h i n g t  o n / O r e g o n /  I d . a h o  a r e a .  W e  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  h e a r  o f  a

s i n g l e  m o d e l l e r  i n  t h e s e  p i r t s  o f  N .  A m e r i c a  w h o  h a s n ' t  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  o f

w h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  S e a t t l e  t h i s  J u l y .
T h e  A w a r d . s  C o m m i t t e e  i s  s t i l - I  d e s p e r a t e l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  s P o n s o r s  f o r

t h e  M o d e l  C o n t e s t  p a c k a g e s ,  W i t h  t h e  e c o n o m y  d o i n g  p o o r l y ,  t r a d i t i o n a l

s p o n s o r s  o f  t h i s  e v e n t  h a v e  c u t  b a c k  w i t h  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  E v e n

e i r l y  l a s t  y e a r  w h e n  t h e  e c o n o m y  , w r a s  s o m e w h a t  r o s i e r  t h e  h o s t s  o f  t h e  S t  '

L o u i s  C o n v e n t i o n  f o u n d  i t  v e r y  d . i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  s P o n s o r s  f o r  a l l  t h e

A w a r d . s  t h a t  r e g u i r e d  s P o n s o r s h i p .  T h i s  s a i d ,  i f  a n y o n e  c a n  t h i n k  o f  a '

p o t e n t i a i  s p o n = o t  t "  m l g h t  h a w e  o v e r l o o k e c i ,  P L E A S E ,  i e t  t h e  A w a r d s

C h . i t r n " r ,  k n o w  ( y o u r s  t r u l y ,  A n d r e w  B i r k b e c k )  I  a m  n o t  s h y  a b o u t  a s k i n g

p e o p l e  f o r  d o n a l i o n s .  T h e  w o r s t  t h e y  c a n  s a y  i s  " n o " ,  a n d  t h e y  m a y  s a y
i ' y * " "  .  R e m e m b e r ,  w €  h a v e  a  v e r y  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  C o n t e s t  c a t e g o r i e s ,  f  r o m

m o d e r n  r a c i n g  c a r s  t o  W W I  a i r c r a f t ,  t o  s P a c e c r a f t .
O n  t h e  t o u r  f r o n t ,  a I I  t o u r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e t ,  a n d  p r i c e s  f i n a l i z e d .

F o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n t e n d i n g  t o  9 0  o n  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  t o u r s ,  w e  a d v i s e

y o u  n o t  t o  l e a v e  i t  u n t i t  i n e  l i s t  m i n u t e .  W e  w i l l  b e  b o o k i n g  o u r  b u s e s

: " . t  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  a n d  w e  w i l t  n o t  b o o k  b u s e s  f  o r  m a n y  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  n u m b e r s

p R g - r e g i s t l r e d .  f f t e  r i s k  o f  f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r  i s  t o o  g r e a t  t o  a l l o w  u s

t o  c a r r y  t o  m u c h  e x c e s s  c a p a c i t y  i n  t h e  H O P E  t h a t  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  w i l l  b o o k

a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e .  T h e  O N L Y  w a y  t o  a s s u r e  a  s e a t  f o r  o u r  g r e a t  t o u r s  i s

t o  b o o k  e a r l y .  T h e  f i n a l i z e d  R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e

J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g .

RECENT RELEASES:

A i r  C r a f t  M o d e l s ,  U K :  1 4 4 t h ,  v a c u f o r m ,  N o r t h r o p  X - 2 1 A '

D M L , / D r a g o n ,  H o n g  K o n g :  3 5 t h  S c u d .  B  w i t , h  I ' , I A Z  l a u n c h  w e h i c l e .  N i c e ,  a n d

t h e  l a r g e  b o x  i ;  a l m l s t  j u s t i f i e d .  D u e  s h o r t l y ,  7 2 n d  H e  2 1 9  a n d  4 8 t h

J u  B B G .  N e x t  a r m o r  s e r i e s :  h i s t o r i c  S o v i e t  T - 5 4 ' s  f r o m  t h a t  " b y g o n e "  e r a

I  w a s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .

E s o t e r i c  l ' | o d e l s ,  u K :  4 $ t h  B e I I  4 7  ' , S i o u x ' ,  
,  m u l t i  m e d i a  k i t .

H a l c y o n ,  U K :  1 0 0 t h  " N a r c i s s u s "  f r o m  " A l i e n s "  s e r i e s  o f  m o v i e s '

H u m a ,  G e r m a n y :  7 2 n d .  F i e s e l - e r  F i  5 ;  M e  3 0 9 ;  I ' I e  5 0 9 '

P e g a s u s ,  U K :  7 2 n d ,  S a l m s o n  2 A 2 ,  a n d  a  F a i r e y  F u l m a r  t o  t h e  s a m e  s c a l e '

t

v
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"Just Enter.. .  "

Should yoa enter &e'92 National Convention Con-
test?

With the '92 National Convention just around the
corner and in our front yard, I have comrnented to
several of the fine modelers at our last few meetings to
bring your models to the Convention and enter them in
the contesl In response, several said "this isnt national
contest quality" or something to that effect. I suggest
you consider several observations: I have been
fortunate to attend several national colwentiolls. Take
my word as a long time modelerwith some experience
(don't be nasty and talk about my modeling results!) our
local builders - all ofyou - are up the the naional quality
level. I am very impressed with the models I see at our
monthly meeting. More importantly, the issue formany
of us should not be to enter for the competition, but
rather to enter in a national contest for the sake of being
a participant You are model builder and this is a great
place to take pride in the kits and models you build'
Another significant difference in this year's contest is
that this is the first convention (the only one I recall)
where you can enter all of the models you want without
paying an entry fee per model. We are setting what
many hope will continue to be a tradition' You need
only be a IPMS national member (of any of the national
societies, not just IPMS-USA). There will be a large
numberof models in some categories and oftenonly a
few in several cdegories, which also gives you a great

chance of picking up some recognition as well. Talhng
with other enrants and looking a their models is also a

tremendous guide to better models - better than any

book or mag azrnelhrve read! You will feel great about
yolu own skill. Your friends and family will see what
youVebeen doing - whidr is definitety rrotplaying with
"toys.n Even if your work is not highly detailed,
remember the "Out of the Box" categories . This cat-
egory was specifically put into our contest rules to

encourage you to build kis tre way they come - ftom fte
box, without being loaded down with self-imposed
detailing requirements. This nrle is forfrose of us who
are not super detailers or master modelers. Those nrles
are repeated below for your consideration.

Should you enter the'92 National Convention Con-

test? Theanswer is aresounding YES! You'vegotuihaf
it takes. It was either Nancy or Ron Reagen who said

somettring to the effect, "just enter'n Take a look at &e
contest categories and general rules and plan to enter

now.'Out of the box" is a great place to really join in

the'92 National Convention. + +

OUT-OF-THE.BOX

In keeping with the preceding note, I would like to
repeat the existing N*ional Contest Committees' guide

for Out of the Box entries.

"OUT-OF-THE-BOX entries will be governed by the
following rules:

A. KITS. Any mmmercially available kit may beused
The number of categories incorporating Out-of-the-
Box awards will be deermined by thehost chapter and
the National Contest Committee.

B. FINfISH. The natural plastic finish may be re-

tained, or it may be foil-covered orpainted with bnrsh,
spray can or airbrush. Decals other than those included
with the kit may be used. Insignia, markings and
instrument panels may be hand-painted rattrer than

decaled. Weathering is perrnitted.

C. CONSTRUCION. Themodelermay fill in seams
and gaps; sand offrivets; drill out gun ports, exhaust
pipes or their appropriate openings; thin to scale such
pafts as trailing edges, flaps and doors; add rigging and

antennas if they appear on the instruction sheet or hox

ut and add simple tape or decal seaftelts in the cockpit
of an aircraft or the interior of a vdricle (NO manufac-
tured hardware - e.g. buckles, etc.).

D. DOCUMENTATION. Entrants must presenttheir

model's instnrction sheet and box art at registration.

That documentation must be placed under the table

beneath the model.

E. IT IS NC}T PERMITTED TO: vacuum-form,
manufacture, or replace any part, or substitute pafts

from another kit; cut or seperate canopies, surfaces,
hatches, doors, etc. (no major surgery); combine a

standard kit with a conversion kit; add anything other

than specified on the instruction sheet except as indi-

cated in Section "C" abve."
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Testor's B-2
Stealth Bomber

I suspect many of you have already seen and

bought the Testor's B-2 kit, no. 571. I got the bug

from one of members at the last meeting and rushed
out to tuy this critr€r. I have seen it locally from about

$17. to $29. I ampleased any manuftcturerwould do

this highly controversial a/c in my favorite ll7Znd
scale. It is very impressive in our miniahlre soale,
with the wing span of about 28.5 inches. Now if
Mongram does their usual 1/48th or larger presenta-

tion, it will be like building a real BD-5 in your work

area!
My first impressions are quite good. While it

appears a bit rough in some of its finish detail, it is an

easy to build- The basic shape is captured quite well.

It is also a very impressive addition to any model
collectiq and srue to evoke questions and comments
about its size and control surfaces due to its very

apparent non-traditional design. It also he$s fill the
void left by any model of Jack Northrup's famous
flying wings, from u&ich sorne of the basic design fu
the B-2 is based. Like meny prototype a/c, this is a

model of a model and as zuch may not be exactly like
the final definitive a./c. From the current press re-
ptrts, we mny never sree the definitive B-2 (even if we

can pey for 6em). We may not known frr some time.

Many of us thought we would never see the B-l in the

mid 70's only now to be paying for the 95+ current B-

2B's In retrospect, his kit is much better than either

of the B-2 kits available to us.

Fit & Detail-

It has a few problems with the fit and shape of

wing joints and contrrol surftces (especially the *bea-

ver tail" trailing edge). The upper wing joint areas

requiredconsiderable filing and sanding to achieve a

reasonably smooth appearance. I also would have
preferred not to have the split drag nrdders in the

closed position q moveable. The lower wing portion

does not appear to have been designed for the upper

wing in my kit and requires fillng end some imagina-

tion. I rpmoved the latch pins on the wings to allow

for a dece,rrt fit. Watch the leadrng odge. I was rying

!o make it strait and sharp the entire length. You will

discover (from the instnrctions and loohng at pho-

tos) the real leading edge is not tbat straight nor is it

sharp the entire length of the wing.

Detail parts, fu6lrrding gear doors, wheels and

tires, SRAM missiles (thought the fins are about 8"

thick in scale and need thinning or replacement with

card stock). The missile rotary launcher and main ^'
gear are also quite well done. I arn rnpressed wrtl tne!

attention to the kit detail in the under wing area, -

including such uncommon items as the gear door

retract links and hinge arms. The decals (by Lloyd
Jones and Scale-Mastcr) are excellent and provide all
the known markings for one of the burgeoning fleet of

two operation a/c.
The instruction sheet is up to John Andrews/

Testu's normal high quatty. It provides both essen-

tial model constnrction info. and usefrrl infqmation

about the real a/c, its size, finish and some very useful
photo refe,rences. There is enough information for the

modeler to remind you to read and $udy John's note

about painting, decals, realism/weathering, alterna-

tive assembly hints and the multitude of technical

notes. The photos provide enough super detailing

information to keep most of us at the modeling bench

for weeks, if you permit yourself to detail driven.

I also find the wraparotmd colm reference chart

fu Model Master paints helpful in addition to being

an ad for Te$ors.

References -

ln addition, I lscsmmend Jay Miller's latest

Ae,rofax Ex&a #4, the Northrup B-2 Stealth kmber.;

This publication is 42 pages of very interesting and!

useful data and photos and covers almost observable

facets of this very interesting a/c. As uzual, I find

myself asking "u/tat will I need this much informa-

tion for' much less trying to fit its very technical

cmtent inlo my sunll personal data bank lremember-
ing that I have yet to nraster basic WW II a/c design

and fi,mction....). I suspect some will have your slide

rules and basic aerodynamic texts out, trying to

evaluate the discussions of radar imagery, RCS and

IRAM. Fmamodeler, everythingweneedishere. It

certainly lays out a wealth of detail and dwarfs the

type of information we used to pour over Aircam,

Aero, Koku Fan Spocials and Squadron publications

fm. For yormger modelers, tlre re.search alone is great

(though the cost of some of it is prohibitive and you

can certainly "rr,l.tgazirLen yourself into bankruptcy).

For about$IO, I don't think you'll beat this.

ln zummary, enjoy this kit, I have and recom-

mend it to any builder of modem li72 aircraft. I will

certainly lend a very contemporary addition to your

collection and give you a unique look into the world

of modem aerodpamics If you are working on this

kit, bring it with you to our next meeting, we can

compare rcqhnique and accomplishments. You can

expect to see several at the'92 Convention. It ta

another ideal "out of the box'kit. 'l



. F-117A Kits
- lnterested in an "out ofthe box" project? I recently applied
V *o-. of mv own medicine and decided to build one of the newest

models of ;black project" aircraft. Over the years I bave acquired

a taste fu any Slcunk Works a./c and most of their models' This led

me !o purchase and build each of the F-l17A kits' What follows is

my ownvery subjective comparison, although I bave atiempted to

present it in a manner to permit you to judge for yourself and

hopefully save yourself few a p'recious purchasing dollars'

I should mention initially, this comparism is primarily for the

ll72ndbuffs. Some of this information is applicable to the larger

l/48th and ll32nd scale kits by these same manufacturers' ln the

Testors/Italeri larger scale kits, their quarter scale kit is built to the

same drawings as their ln?nd, while their ll32nd is built to an

entirely different standard (and is not as acctuate in shape)' As a

frnther caveat, I have not compared the earlier Testor's kit no' 595

of the F-19 st€atth Fighter nor the llargawa F-l17 kits because tlrcy

are qurte toy like. Testors' kit is of sornetftizg, but not eve,n remotely

like the Nighthawk shape or design we often see in print" The

Hasegawa was apparently a very rushed job and modelled from

computer interpretations of the original Air Force photo-sketch

released in Nov., 1988' Though I also built these kits, it was more

"an adventure in modeling," not scak modeling-

\

I would also like to mention several invaluable research tools

available for modelers (and many more effoute)' While each has

great photographs and some drawings, in order of usable informa-

ion for 
" 

modeler,I recommend F'117 Stealth In Action by Jim

Goodall (Sqtradron publication no. ll5), Incl&eeal F-117 Stealth

Fighterbylay Miller{Aerofax Extra available in two printings,

though I found very little new information in the l99l edition)'
.Fascinating Facets' in september, 1990 issue of Air trntemational

(pages 164-174) and finally Koku-Fan's special edition Famous

nitpt"o. of the World No. 26, entitled BIa* Proiecfs' This is an

arplane that one must study from pbotos and information carefully

in order to come to any conclusions. Much like the SR-71 aircraft

that have driven some of crazy fu years, the fire points and details

are right there for us to see, but use your res€arch and carefully shdy

those photos.
Back to the comparison As youwill see from the list of pros

and cons, I feel the Academy/ Minicraft is the bast buy, both in terms

of cost and yorn ability to produce a verynice' reasonably accurat€

kit of the now famous F-117. While there are still areas a detail

crazed builder will want to improve, in my mind , the Minicraft follc

in Torrance tmk their time, looked very carefrrlly at the real a/c and

its photos and p'rovide the modelerwith the bqst kit to date (possibly

in any scale). Time and pneparatim seems to always be the best asset

in producing a good kit. For my money' this is the one to btrild and

enter'out ofthe box.'

F-l17A Kit Comparisons (lfr2nd *ale)

Pros: Cons:

Revell Kt #4382
' First'good' F-l 17 kit
' instruction sheet also contains Spanish text

. too srnall
' basic shapes not accurate (more toy-like than scale model)
. exhaust area inaccurate

Testors/ltaleri #654
. Fir$ "accurate" kit
. basic shape accurate
. based upon Goodall's drawings
. clear areas correctly colored
. very nice, detailed decals (by Lloyd JmeJScalemaster)'

they appear to be a bit oversized, but match a'lc
. geat instruction sheet wift greatcst detail and Testors'

Model Master Paint chiPs

. instruction sheet even shows a

. kittoo long & toowide

. canopy area und€rsized

. surface detail raised

. flaps fixed in upright (powered position)

. overall fit not good

. bomb bay doon mounted incorrectly

missiles

Academy/Minicnft f2107
. good surface detail (accurate to photos & drawings)
. iecals very good (with Desert Storm returning a/c markings)
. size as accurste as dimensions info. ctnrently available
. bomb bay dous are the only kit correrctly displayed
' surhce detail is engraved
'canopy size is corrPct
' fl"ps A elevons axe seperate, fsceted and can be drooP€d

dovm
' weapons stores can be displayed in down or up position

GoodMk 82 LGB's)
' good instnrction sheet

. canopy and sensor area colored yellow

. fit not great, filling & sanding required in several areas

. mounting moving fins requires filling and sanding



R E V I E W :  F i n e  M o l d s  I  / 4 8 t h  M i t s u b i s h i  N a v A5M 1 t t C l a u d e t t

( b y  J i n  S c h u b e r t

T h l s  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t ,  b u t  e x p e n s i v e ,  k i t .  I  b o u g h t  m i n e ,  b y  a c c i d e n t
f r o m  a  d i s c o u n t e r ,  f o r  $ 5 0  p l u s  s h i p p i n g !  I n  t h e  v o g u e  o f  t o d a y  i t
h a s  t e n  t o t a l l y  u n n e c c e s s a r y  c a s t  w h i t e  m e t a l  p a r t s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  a s
w e l - 1  h a v e  b e e n  p l a s t i - c .  T h e  3 4  g r e y  a n d  o n e  c l e a r  i n j  e c t i o n  m o l d e d
p l a s t i c  p a r t s  a r e  b e a u t i f u l l y  e x e c u t e d  w i t h  v e r y  f i n e  d e t a i l  a n d
i n c u s e  p a r l e l  l i n e s  i n  t h e  f  i . n e s t  H a s e g a w a  s t y l e .

T h i s  k i t  i s  a d v e r t i s e d  a s  b e i n g  b y  H a s e g a \ l a ,  b u t  n o w h e r e  o n  t h e  b o x ,
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  p a r t s  t r e e s  o r  d e c a l  s h e e t  d o e s  t h e  H a s e g a w a  n a m e
a p p e a r .  T o  d i g r e s s  a  b i t  -  t h i s  s a m e  p e c u l i a r  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,
w i t h  o n e  e x c e p t i o n ,  a p p l i e s  t o  F i n e  l l o l d s f  i s s u e  ( e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r )
o f  t h e  N a k a j i r n a  N a v y  T y p e  9 0  ( A 2 N t - 2 )  b i p l a n e  f i g h t e r  i n  l l 7 2 n d .  T h e
7 2 n d  k i t  d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  o n e  s m a 1 l  H a s e g a w a  s t i - c k e r  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e
F i n e  M o l d s  b o x .  I r 1 1  p r o f f e r  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h i s  n i c e  k i t  l a t e r .

T h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  o f  t h i s  k i t  c l e a r l y  p r o v i d e s  f o r  l a t e r  i s s u e s  o f  t h e
A 5 M 2  a n d  t h e ,  d e f  i n i t i v e ,  A 5 M 4 .  T h e  A 5 I " 1 3  w i l l ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  b e
s k i p p e d  a s  i t  w a s  a  o n e - o f f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t y p e .

T h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  d e c a l s  p r o v i d e  c o l o r  a n d  m a r k i n g s  f o r  t w o  n a t u r a l
m e c a l  m a c h i n e s  w i t h  b l a c k  e n g i n e  c o w l s  a n d  r e d  t a i l s  a n d  f o r  o n e
g r e e n / b r o w n  c a m o u f l a g e d  m a c h i n e .  T h e  A 5 M l  i s  n o t  n e a r l y  a s  w e l l
d o c u m e n t e d  a s  t h e  A , 5 l { . 2  a n d  A 5 M 4 .  I  c o u l d  f  i n d  o n l y  o n e
a d d t i o n a l  a i r p l a n e  i n  m y  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  1 t  i s  l n  t h e  s a m e  s i l v e r / b L a c k /
r e d  a s  t h e  t w o  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  k i t ,  s a v e  f o r  i t s  n u m b e r s .  T h e
H i n o m a r u s  o n  t h e  k i t  d e c a l  s h e e t  a r e  b r i g h t  r e d  a n d  t h u s ,  t o  m y  m i n d ,
u n u s e a b l e .  I  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  b l o o d - r e d  ( b 1 u e - r e d )  a n d / o r  r u s t  b r o w n
s c h o o l  a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  o l d  A u t h e n t i c a l s  a n d  c u r r e n t  I P M S / U S A  d e c a l
s h e e t s .

T h i s  i s  a e c t .

9 6

g r e a t k i t  i f .  c o s t  i s  n o
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KIT REVIEWS
BY CARL KIETZKE

!J|''TT / ERTL UACK R UODEL
Th i s  r e i ssued  k i t  i s  now  b i l l ed  as  a  1967  R  6855T .  When

o r i g i na l l y  i s sued  i t  was  a  1972 .  The  da tes  a re  somewha t
i r re levan t  as  th i s  t ruck  was  i n  con t i nuous  p roduc t i on  f rom
1967  th rough  L9B9  w i th  no  s ign i f i can t  changes .  The  1990
un i t s  were  equ ipped  w i th  quad  rec tangu la r  head l - i gh ts  as
s tandard .  P roduc t i on  ended  w i th  t , he  1990  mode l  yea r .

Now to  the  k i t :  t h i s  cu r ren t  i ssue  con ta ins  a l l  t he
op t i ona l  pa r t s  f r om a l l  o f  t he  p rev ious  i s sues (n i ce  f o r  t he
pa r t s  box  and  budge t ) .  The  p l - as t i c  i s  a  l i t t l e  s t r ange ,
a r t e r  c l ean ing  ,  p r im ing ,  and  pa in t i ng  t he  mou ld i ng  sw i r l s
s t i l l  show th rough .  Assemb ly  i s  f a i r l y  easy ,  bu t  does
requ i re  ca re fu l -  a t t en t i on  to  a l i gnmen t .  The  hea te r  i n  t he
cab  f ou l s  t he  passenge r  sea t  and  needs  t o  be  mod i f i ed  t o  s i t
a lmos t  pa ra l l e l  t o  t he  f i r ewa l l ,  and  1mm fa r the r  f o rward .

Pa in t i ng  no tes ;  Mack  chass i s  a re  no rma l l y  a  sem i -g l oss
b l -ack .  The  eng ine  and  t ransmiss ion  shou ld  be  semi -g loss
ye l l ow  f o r  67 -70 r  go ld  f o r  71 -83  and  F rench  b l ue  f o r  81 -90
(yes  the  co lo rs  ove r lapped ,  t he re  were  2  d i f f e ren t  eng ines
t ,ha t  l ooked  the  same excep t  f o r  t he  co lo rs .  )  .  The  Bu l l dog
hood  o rnamen t  shou ld  be  go ld  f o r  a l l  p re  1981  un i t s .

I.{ONOGRAU FORD PICKUPS
These  k i t s  o f  t he  1991  Fo rd  F -250  and  F -350  a re  exce l l en t ,

save  fo r  a  few  m ino r  de ta i l s .  The  g r i pes :  t he  bench  sea t
p rov ided  i n  t he  k i t  i s  no t  ava i l ab le  i n  t he  p ro to t ypes
(excep t  f l ee t  spec ia l s ) ;  t he  whee l s  i n  t he  F -250  k i t  a re  f o r
the  F -150 ;  t he  pa in t i ng  i ns t ruc t i ons  fo r  t he  eng ine  a re  ' 4

co r rec t .
Co r rec t i ons :  f o r  t he  seaL ,  f i nd  some  n i ce  bucke t s  o r  mod i f y

t he  bench  ( r  haven ' t  dec ided  how  ye t ) ;  f o r  t he  whee l s ,  ge t
some  mode1  ra i l r oad  bo l t  heads  and  make  an  B  bo l t  c i r c l e .
Theo re t i ca l l y  Fo rd ' s  t r uck  eng ines  a re  g l oss  gu l1  g ray ,
however  a  t r i p  t o  the  l oca l  Fo rd  l o t  t o  examine  same
prov ided  t he  f o l l ow ing  resu l t s :  4  we re  ove ra l l  s i Lve r ,  5
were  Fo rd  b lue  w i tn  s i l ve r  va l ve  cove rs  and  i n take  man i fo ld
2  were  ove ra l l  Fo rd  b lue ,  and  6  had  unpa in ted  b locks  and
heads  w i th  bLack  o i l  pans  and  the  va l - ve  cove rs  and  i n t ' ake
man i fo lds  i n  s i l ve r ,  NONE WERE GRAY!  The  t rucks  came f rom
a l l  o f  Fo rd ' s  p l an t s  and  t he  on l y  con t i nu i t y  was  t ha t  a l l
t , he  Canad ian  t rucks  had  the  b lue /s i l ve r  co lo rs  and  the  2
Mex i can  t r ucks  had  ove ra l l  b l ue  eng ines . (a1 l -  eng ines  no ted
were  7  l i t r e  un i t s  l i ke  t he  k i t ) .

To  ma l<e  an  accu ra te  F -150  Super  Cab  S tea l  t he  5  l i t r e
eng ine  f rom the  Monogram Mus tang  pa in t  i t  g tay  and  d rop  i t
i n .  Now t r y  and  ge t  t ha t  460  i n to  the  Mus tang .

AUT/ERTL INDY CAR TRANSPORTERS
These are a re issue of  the AMT moving van k i t  wi th  new

in te r i o r  de ta i l s .  Two  t h i ngs  t o  e  awa re  o f  wa rpage :
( i t  w i l l  go  away  du r ing  assemb ly ) ;  t he  ax les  shou ld  be
moun ted  on  top  o f  t he  sp r ings  no t  under  l i ke  the  d raw ing .
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Building Monogram's P-39 Airacobra in 1:48 Scale
By Rocky Rockwell

With its mid-engine design, the P-39 Airacobra was, at the time of its introduction, a
radical departure from the conventional thinking of the day. Unfortunately, there were serious
flaws in the design which did not become evident until after it was accepted for service. It was
hard to rnaintain, and its unuzual center of gnvity made it difficult to master in flight. The Army
decided on an un-supercharged engine, which gave it poor high altitude performance, and it was
for all p'ractical purposes useless above 12,000 feet. With a supercharged engine, the Airacobra
might have had a much different combat record, but as it was, the P-39 was outclassed by nearly
every Japanese plane that opposed it. Nonetheless, the P-39, together with the equally
unimpressive P-4O, formed the mainstay of U.S. air power in the Pacific during the dark days
of 1942, and as late as September 1943, these two types re,presented nearly half the total USAAF
fighter inventory oveneas. Though the British rejected the P-39, it served with the USAAF in
the Facific till 1944, and in Nor& Africa as well. Over half of the more than 9,000 P-39's built
went to Russia, where they were employed for ground attack. In this role, the poor high ahinrde
performance of the Allison engrne wasn't a problem, and the Soviets were quite pleased with it.

The Monogram kit of the P-39 has been around since 1969, released in at least three
packages ftat I know of. At first one might assume from the age of the kit that it has a lot of
the problems often associated with some early Monogram kits. In fact, however, this kit is quite
exceptional. It is nicely detailed, with much of the fine molding we have come to expect from
Monogram, and just as importantly, it fits reasonably well! You won't need half a tube of putty
on this kit, a pleasant change from many Monogram WW II fighter models. lrt's take a closer
look.

The cockpit has a nicely detailed, molded dash with raised insFument bezels and a
separate gunsight. There is a molded-in lower console, and a side panel with what look like
dials, though these are in reality supposed to be knobs for the rudder and aileron trim controls.
The seat is also rather well done; the seat belts are molded in, but they are crisp and well
defined, and with careful painting, they can be used as is. The insides of the automotive style
d,oors have molded in details, although the map case on the right side is so faint that you'll do
better to sand it off and add your own. By adding a few items, zuch as the trim wheel on the Ieft
side of the seat and the seat adjustment controls on the right, you'll have a nice interior with a
minimum of work.

The canopy is perhaps the weakest point of the kit. It's clear enough, but it's also quite
thick. You may want to make your own side windows from clear butyl acetate from a tcry
package, or clear sheet styrene if you prefer- The rear canopy fits okay as is, but the front will
need just a touch of sanding in the cowling area to fit well. You'll have to add the radio that was
mounted behind the pilot under the rear canopy, as the kit does not zupply one.

The fuselage fit is good, needing no putty to speak of, only a bit of sanding to smoottt
the seams. The wing assembly is the same way, though when you attach the completed wing to
the fuselage, you will need to do some fitling and sanding at the back edge of the wing/fuselage
joint. Surface detail consists of finely molded raised panel lines and rivet heads, v/ith all the liUle
access panels and covers in place. The fit of the optional position access panels (all on the right
side of the plane) is prefiy good in the closed position, so if you don't feel like doing the work
to super{etail the gun bay or the engine, you can close the covers with minimal fuss, a rare
situation for Monogram kits. Bottr the engine and gun compartnent are nicely done and

o
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reasonably accurate, though, and you may want to leave the panels open. The exception to all

this is tfre rignt coc$it door. It was clearly designed to be left open, and doesn't fit well at all

in the closed position, but since the interior is so nice, who cares? L,eave the door open and show

off your handiwork.
Be sure to add weight to the nose! This kit comes with a piece of clear rod to support the

tail, which should tell you-something. I put a .45 ACP slug in the gun compartment, since I did

not plan to leave that panel open, and the weight was just about right. Any less might not be

enough. If you do leave the gun bay door open, you'll have to find some way to hide whatever
you've added for weight so it doesn't show through the open access panel.

The kit gives you the option of building either a P-400, or one of the later P-39 models.

The kit provides two sets of exhaust manifolds, one with 12 pipes per side for the P-4O0 and P-

39f and f variants, and one with 6 plpes per side for others. The nose catrnon is molded into the

right fuselage half, and may be a little off center. It's okay for the 20mm used on the P-400 and

O" f and J models, but you'll need to cobble up a 37mm of your own if you want to make one

of the other versions. To make an N or Q model, you'll need to scrap the 4 wing machine guns

and scratch-build the single .5Gcal mounted in a @ under each wing on these variants.

The landing gear is adequate, though the wheels and tires are rather plain and would

benefit from more deAiled molding. The gear wells are okay, and the gear struts themselves are

reasonably close to the real thing in appearance. The kit provides the 75-gallon belly tank that

was carried almost universally by P-39's, but no other external stores are offered.
The decals in the latest issue (the Confederate Air Force version) ire not bad, but the

earlier decals are junk and will need to be replaced. The newest release contains markings for

the 67th Fighter Squadron on Guadalcanal, plus Russian stars for P-39's sold to the Soviets. The

new decals respond quite well to Solvaset and snuggle down very nicely, unlike earlier
Mo'nogram decals. The registration is off a little, but can fixed by trimming. Most late model
p-39'J were finished in O.D. green with gray underzurfaces, but I found that boring, so I used

the more visually appealing (if perhaps historically less common) green and tan scheme used on

some Airacobras in New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. The Russian aircraft were all dark
green.

In short, this is an excellent kit, one you can build straight from the box and still get a

very ap'pealing model. If you have one of these kits but have never gotten around to building it,

I think you'll find it a pleasant kit to build. If you don't have one, you should, and with a price

at the bottom of Monogram's list, the cost won't hurt a bit'
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From: Andrew Birkbeck
3209 N.E. 98th Street
seattle, wA 98115

IPMS
Seattle


