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IEETING TIMES: Saturday,

FEBRUARY 1992

Februa ry  8 th ,  10  a rn  -  1 :30  Pn
March  14 th ,  1O  am -  1 :30  PmSaturday,

f  had such a posi t ive response to last  rnonthrs Newslet ter  that  I  thought  I
would run the same format again for February: lots of art icles by authors
other than yours truly, the Ecli tor. This nonth we have pieces by Jin
Schubert, Rocky nockwll i . ,  and Robert Kennedy. Unable to resist doing
sonething, there is a t l .ny review art icle from me, your hunble narrator.

Many thanks to Jirn Schuhert for showing his excellent sl ide show last
rneet ing cover ing i terns seen at  var ious European locat ions.  A lso nany
thanks to alL those who brought in completed models to show the rest of
us.  I t  is  rea l ly  grat i fy ing to  see such a large and var ied range of
models ,  Iast  rnonlh ranging f rom scratch-bui I t  tank t ranspor ters  to  fantasy
land-speed cars.  Keep up the great  work!  !  !  And le t  me a lso say that .
great  work i t  is  too, -  for  each and every nodel  last  rnonth,  and in  prev ious
months for  that  mat ter ,  has been just  super .  We cer ta in ly  have a great
dea l  o f  t a len t  i n  IPMS Sea t t1e .

NATTONAL CO}WENTION NEWS

Registrations for thr: Convention continues to tr ickle in at the rnornent,
both for  ind iv iduals  and Vendors.  o f  some concern is  the lack of
reg" i -s t ra t ions f rom the IPMS Region Vf I  group,  o f  which Seat t le  is  a  par t .

f l ,e t  us hope that  th is  p icks up shor t ly ,  as those in  th is  Region who want
J-o cake Eours as parg of  tne i r  Convencion act iv ic ies could f ind Lhemseivcs

sadly  d isappointed i f  thr - :y  leave i t  unt i l  the last  minute.  We are
planninq to  contract  for  our  tour  buses the last  week of  Apr i l ,  and
bookings wi I I  be based sole ly  on those who have
PRE-regis tered.  on a more posi t ive note,  our  publ ic i ty  posters appear  to
have been qui te  ef fect ive in  prornot ing in terest  in  the Convent ion.  As
many as ten letters a week have been received at the PO Box fron people
who have seen our posters in the various hobby shops around Washington and
Oregon.  Many thanks to  those who volunteered to  he)-p p lace these posters.

Award sponsorship:  nany thanks to  a l l  those who have been help ing
the Convent ion Organizers secure sponsors for  our  Model  Contest  Awards.
Unfor tunate ly ,  these ef for ts  have fa l len on deaf  ears as far  as the
var ious IPMS Chapters are concerned.  Despi te  vo lunes of  le t ters  to
Chapters outs ide of  Region VI I ,  l i t t le  has been heard.  Let  us hope th is
i s  j us t  mode l l e r r s  p roc ras t i na t i on ,  and  tha t  t hese  fo l ks  w i l l  wake  up  soon
and get  moving.

On the p lus s ide,  w€ have received,  and cont inue to  receive,  great
suppor t  f rom most  of  the Region VI f  Chapters.  fPMS Salem was the f i rs t  to
respond wi th  an Award package a number of  months a9o,  fo l lowed by the
Oregon His tor ica l  Modelers Society ,  who have sponsored the r rBest  A i rcraf t r l
Award.  This  past  rnonth we received a very n ice surpr ize,  wi th  IPMS
Spokane ,  t he  Reg ion ' s  sna l l es t  Chap te r ,  coming  up  w i th  sponso rsh ip  fo r  TWO
FULL PACKAGES! !  WeI I  done SPOKANE! !  F ina l ly ,  we have our  good f r iends up
in  Vancouver ,  8 .C . ,  who  o f  cou rse  a re  sponso r ing  one  o f  t he  two  r r spec ia l r l

Jwards at  the L992 Convent ion,  the r tBest  DeHavi l land Ai rcraf t r r  A l rard.

funcouve r  has  a l so  p romised  a t  l eas t  one  add i t i ona l  Award  sponso rsh ip
lackage,  and ind iv idual  members f rom IPMS Vancouver  are a lso k ick ing in

Award packages on the i r  own behal f .  On behal f  o f  the Convent ion Conmit tee
and  IPMS Sea t t l e ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  o f fe r  ou r  hea r t f e l t  t hanks  to  a l l  t hese
Chapters and the i r  ind iv idual  rnembers for  th is  s t rong showing of  suppor t
for  the Convent ion.



MODELLTNg NEWS

Word has reached the Editor from two independent sources that the Flodel
Rect i f ier  Corporat ion,  or  MRC, has gone bankrr rpt .  These are the people
who for  the past  ten years have had major  advr : r t isements in  a l l  the US
hobby magazines as the inpor ters  of  the Tarn iya l ine of  k i ts .  Tragica l ly
for  Seat t le ,  they have a lso been major  sponsors of  the IPMS Nat ionals ,
suppor t  that  had been promised for  Seat t le  when f  ta lked to  the i r
rep resen ta t i ve  a t  l as t  yea r rs  Conven t ion  i n  S t .  Lou is .

This news being apparently true, Tamiya is now without representation
in the USA, and they are no doubt attempting to f ind a replacernent for
MRC. Rumors pers is t  that  wi th  MRC gone,  Tamiya k i ts  wi l l  actual ly  FALL in
pr ice once the dust  set t les and a new d is t r ibutor  is  found.  Word has i t
from one source that Taniya has been blaming I*IRC for the high cost of
Tamiya kits in this country, and that, Taniya sales have been hurt by the
new k id on the b1ock,  DML,  wi th  the i r  much cheaper  k i ts ,  and whose qual i ty
has  i nc reased  w i th  each  new i ssue .  On  the  o the r  hand ,  MRCrs  rep  i n  S t .
Louis  to ld  rne that  i t  was the pol ic ies of  Tarn iya that  caused the pr ice of
Taniya k i ts  to  be so h igh.  He said that  Tamiya demanded payment  in  fu l l
for  each sh ipment  s ix  months in  advance,  and that  the f inancia l  costs  of
such a demand were passed on to consumers in the high costs of Tauriya
k i ts .  Frankly ,  whatever  the reason,  Tarn iya k i ts  are pr icy EVERYWHERE, as
a quick check of any Brit ish or European hobby uraga.zine wil l  show. DML
ki ts  are a lso cheaper  by around 30t  or  more than comparable Tamiya
products,  wi th  DML rnaking remarkable inroads as far  as qual i ty  is
concerned.  Such a s i tuat ion must  sure ly  have hur t  Tamiyars sa les,
especia l ly  in  Japan where DML has the luxury of  hav ing an excel lent
d is t r ibut ion network suppl ied by Hasegawa.

Supermar ine  Sw i f t  F1
by Andrew Birkbeck

The Supermar ine Swi f t  had the unfor tunate t l is t inct ion of  be ing an
a i r c ra f t  des igned  and  bu i l t  as  an  r r i nsu rance  po l i cy r t  i n  case  o f  t he
fa i lure of  the Hawker  Hunter  pro ject .  As h is tory  shows,  the Hunter  was a
huge  success ,  t he  Sw i f t  t he re fo re  becoming  unnecessa ry .  Sw i f t  F l r s
managed to equip one RAF squadron in  the ear ly  1950rs,  th is  be ing
No.  56 Squadron,  but  by 1955 the a i rcraf t  had been wi thdrawn f rom f ront -
l i ne  se rv i ce .  The  F l  was  fo l l owed  by  a  reconna issance  ve rs ion ,  t he  FR5 ,
which equipped two Germany-based RAF squadrons,  No.2 and No.79.  The FR5
rema ined  i n  se rv i ce  un t i l  1961 ,  be fo re  be ing  rep laced  by  pho to - recon
Hun te rs .

Up unt i l  recent ly ,  you have had three choices i f  you wanted to  add a
Supermar ine  Sw i f t  t o  you r  RAF co l l ec t i on :  1 /  Sc ra tch -bu i l d  one i
2 /  bu i l d  t he  exce l l en t  vacu fo rn  k i t  f r om Rarep lanes  and  add  a  l i t t l e
add i t i ona l  de ta i l  t o  t he  cockp i t  and  underca r r i age l  3 /  t ake  the  o ld  Hawk
k i t ,  t h row  i t  i n  t he  ga rbage ,  and  sc ra tch -bu i l d .

To  be  fa i r  t o  Hawk ,  t he i r  k i t  wasn ' t  t ha t  bad  i f  you  remernber  i t  was
i ssued  i n  the  l a te  1950 ' s .  The  w ing  shape  fo r  t he  rnos t  pa r t  i s  co r rec t ,
as  i s  t he  fuse lage .  The re  i s  no  cockp i t  de ta i l ,  t he  mark ings  a re  eng raved
in to  the  w ings  and  fuse lage  and  you  can  see  i n  the  a i r  i n takes  and  ou t  t he
ta i l  p i pe .  Bu t  hey ,  f o r  an  Ane r i can  f i - rm  i n  t he  l a te  50 rs ,  i s  i t
appropr ia te to  demand per fect ion? Now we have another  choice,  wi th  a k i t
coming  f rom Czechos lovak ia ,  be ing  pa r t  o f  t he  so -ca I l ed  r rCzech  Res in r l
se r i es  o f  k i t s ,  ava i l - ab le  f rom Av ia t i on  Usk ,  i n  ou r  ve ry  own  Usk ,
Wash ing ton .

The  k i t  i s  p r i ced  a t  $20 .00 ,  and  comes  i n  ve ry  u t i l i t a r i an  packag ing .
The  pa r t s  a re  con ta ined  i n  a  so r t  o f  hea t - sea led  p las t i c  w rap ,  w i th  no
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box, no Lnstructlonsr l lo decals, th9 total klt conslstlng of around 20
parts.  The fuselage !s of  four parts,  Ief t .and- r tght  halvee, spt l t  ln t ro

i^ just  af t  o i  l t r " -""Jxptt ,  wl th selarate alr  lntakes. There iE a separate
ai ; i i  ; ;d i ;o verr icai  stabir izer i .  You are suppl led wl th a-separate
V;; ; ; tu. i r i - fuel  rank,  and arr  the rest ,  of  the plr tst  inc]9lL-ng-vheere,

undercarr iaqe i "g" and cockpi t  parts are contained in a very th in vafer of

resln.  No i i " iu i"  s lgns of 'war lage had af fected the parts,  and there Ls a

cornplete lack of bubbles in the resin.
Panel l ines are nicely engraved throughout the kit '  All that ls

regulrea wfin ihe resln 
""iop""6nis 

prior t6 assernbly t^s.!o rub down the

nold l lnes with sone fine wlt and dly sandpaper. the klt contalnE qulte.a

nice vacuforned canopy, which unfortunatel! irftn my exanpfg y?i crushed ln

srrifpfng. Thls ls si,iritning that could be- cornmon wlth such klts due to

the conponents lack of  p iotect ion,  cotning-vi th no-box. Hopeful ly f^  v l l l

be ab1e to vrite to the supplier ind obti ln a replacement. Glven the

welght of  g6e-resln partsr ' ind the f ragl le nature-of  the resln
und6rcarr fage ,rni t " r - th"=.  a lmost cert i ln ly should be replaced si t 'h ones

made from rnetal tubing.
Decals foi  tnfs i i rcraft  should not be hard to f ind, Modeldecal

proau-ing numerous RAF sheets coverlng the roundels Ln use durlng the
i95ots ,  is  wel l  as sheets  suppl lng codes etc '

A l l  fn  . r i  tU"-  i "  qu i i ! - .  n i " "  l i t t le  nodel ,  and a-p leasant-addl t lon
to the range 

" i  
Xi i"  avai-IaUle of lesser-known alrcraft  from the 1950rs'

Also, it 
"frorr-tnit 

patlence is a virtue. I was recently told- t-tl i I
would have . gt" i i  dial  of ai i f iculty gett lng l tgla 9f th" Czech kLtsr,rnost
tikely never to rece,ive anyttrtng T oiA6rea. 

-Whlle 
lt dld talce a couple of

months, ny swiit-klt dtd airlve-vlthln t1e tlne perl$ the euppller gave
Ee. f have ordered two more klts fron the sane Luppller, a^{-8th sca}e

4|I{WII German Natter rocket plane and an Me410 twln-engll td.f ighter'
-- '  !  t  receive Lhese ir:o hi lu in the fuiure, I ; '1l l '  g!- ' le ] 'cu tr l '
lzAssumlnE r

inpress ions on these as wel I .

R e v l c v  o l  H o b b y c r e f t  P o l l l e r p o v  l - 1 6  
b y  R o b e r t  K e n n e d y

D o n . t a n y o n c t r l I o . t h r t t h e r c t r n o s e n t e C l e u r r o f t h a t
t h c T o o t h F a t r e y t r l l l r . H o b b y C r r f t h e l e n g u e r c d o n c o f l y
a o s t h e a r t f c I t P r r y e r s . I r p c n t l o r t o ! a y o o d c l l n 3 l l f r l n l o v r
r r t t h  t h t s  b e a s t y .  T h e  p o i i k a r p o v  t  - t 5 ;  t t  D a y  n o t  b e  l n  G o d r

s c e l e  b u t  l t ' r  o u t  I  l n e  l r  a c c u r e t c '  v h l c h  t r  D o r '  t h e n  c a n  b e

s e l d  o f  t h e  a l t u r n l t l v e '  L e t ' 3  8 0 t  t h e  e a t y  p ! r t  o u t  o f  t h c  v a y

l t r s t e l o o s t a v e r y t h t n g t h a t . r " , p p o ' . t o b e o n t h a l - l 6 , t t o n
t h t c o o d a l e n d v h e t . s t h e r c l r P u t l n t h c r t 3 h t p l a c c . T h e
s u r f a c c d e t a l l l s e n g r a v e d f o r p " n e l l l n e s a n d r e l s e d f o r " r l b
t e p e s "  o n  t h e  f a b r t c  r u r f e c e g .  i . . o r d l n 3  t o  t h r e e  o f  6 y  f e v o r t t e

d r a v l n g s  (  H a r r y  U o o d m a n s '  1 n  S c a l o  l ' l o d e f s  A u g u r t  1 9 7 9 '  K o k u - F e n

l . l a r c h  1 9 8 6  a n d  J u s t o  l ' l l r a n d a r ' l n  t ' J o r l d  A v l a t l o n  l n  s p a t n  )  t h r

o u t l l n e t g a c c u r a t e e v e n t o t h e l l n e o f t h e h e s d r e s t g h l c h D o s t
d r a v t n g s  s h o u  e s  c u r v l n g  t o  o u c h '  T h e  l - 1 6  l s  I  l k e  a

v o l k s y s g o n  B e e t l e  t h e y  a l l  l o o k  t h e  s a a e  u n t l l  y o u  t a k c  a  c l o s a r

l o o k . t u a S s c e p t l c a t y h e n t h e y I s s u e d t h e t h r e c v e r ' l o n r t h e
T y p e  1 0 ,  T y P e  t B  a n d  T y P e  2 4  b u t  t h e y  d e a t t  u t t h  o t o g t  o f  t h e

d t t t e r e n c e s . S p t n n e r r c o n t l n 3 f r o n t ' u h e e l S ' s n d t a l l r k l d b y
u o l d t n g  t h e n  o n  

"  
d t f f e r e n t  t r e a '  N o Y  o n  t o  t h e  n i t r  t o  b c

p t c k e d , a n d t h e y a r e v e r y s n a l l n l t r . T h e l a n d l n 3 S e a r g a l l s c o D .
b o x e d  l n  v h t c h  l c  f l n e  b u t  t h c  l l d e 3  1 1 6  c t r a l g h t  u p  a n d  d o v n '

T h e  t e g  c a v t t y r  s h o u l d  b c  l l k r  t h a  t { c - 1 O 9  r o u n d e d  e n d  t h c  v h c c l

v e l  I  c o r n € r 3  s h o u l d  b c  s o f t c r  r o u n d e d  v e r e  t h e  s l d e l  n e e t  t h e

t o P . T h e H h e e t v e l l o n t h e s t a r b o a r d s t d a a h o u I d h a v e l s o e l l



s q u a r e  u t n d o H  r o  t h e  p l l o t  c o u l d  c h e c k  t o  s e c  t f  h e  h a d  t o H e r c d

h l g u n d e r c a r r a s a f o r l a n d l n g . T h c ' r I b t a p e r ' o n t h c v e r t l c a l
s t a b s t a r t a t t h e l e a d t n S e d g e a n d _ r , r a P a r o u n d t o . t h e r u d d e r
t i n e .  F o r  a n y  t - 1 6  a f t e . ' t h .  T y p e  5  t h i s  l s  s r o n g  t h c  t t r s t  t l 4

o f  t h e  v e r t l c a l  s t a b  w a s  r l e n f  o r c e d  v l  t ' h  s h e e t  o e t a l  3 0  t h e  r l b

t a p e t s h o u l d b e r e o o v e d f r o o t h e l e a d i n g e d g e . T h e s a | ! e l s a I s o
t r u c o f t h e h o r t z o n t a l s t a b . A s t h e k i l ' c o m e s t h e r e l s n o t J B y t o
a l a t h e S u n s , h o g u n s r g h t ' H o s t T > ' P e l O s i n S p a i n t l e v v t L l r a
r e f l e c t o r  s l g l r t  t h a L  h a r :  a  f O l d  t l ( J n n  r i r r g  a n d  b e a d  s l g h t  t n  c a 3 e

o f \  a  b u l b  f  a l  l u r e .  s o a r e  f  l e n  v t t h  a  t e l e s c o p l c  s t g h t '  0 n  t o  t h e

t n t e r l o r  t h e  J o y s t t c k  t s  s h a p e d  H r o n g  l t  s h o u l d  b e  s h a p e d  l t k a  I

c q u a l  s i d e d  i r t a r , g t "  y l t h  t i , e  t o p  p o t n t  s q u a r e d  o t t .  l n s l d e  t h c

t r l a n g t e  a r e  f o u r  t r t g g e r s .  T h e r e  l s  n o  t n r e r t o r  s t r u c t u r e  o n  t h e

c o c k p t t v a l I s ' y o u r s u e s s t s a s g o o d a S n l n e . T h e r e l s e t h r o t t l e
a n d a n u n d e r c e r r a g e c r a n k s o ' e , h " r e l r l t h e r e . T h e s e a t t g t h c
r t g h t s h a P e b u t t t n e e d s t o h a v o a c u s h l o n o a d e o f p u t t y o n a t
l e a s t  t h e  s e a t  b a c k  a n d  I  t h ! n k  a l s o  t h e  s e a t  b u c k e t '  t J h l l e  y o u

h a v e  t h e  p u t t y  h a n d y  m t g h t  a 3  v e l  I  m a k e  a  h e e d r e s t ,  J u s t  a  r o u n d

p t I  I  b o x  s n a p l a  a f f a l r .  T h e  l n s t r u m e n t  p a n e l  l s  v e l  I  d e t a l l e d  b u t

t t h t n k l t t s a l t t t l e t o I a r g e s n d a l s o l t l s n o u n t e d a l l t t l e
t o f a r u n d e r t h e c o w t . N e x t " o t t s t h e f l r e H a l l r t t l k e t h e u s e o f
t h e f t r e r r a l l t o k e e p t h e n o s e s h a p e b u t t h e u s e o l t h e f t r e w a l l
t o s h a p e t h e f o r w a r d p a r t o f t h e e x h a u s t p o r t s d o e s n I t t . r o r k . T h e
e x h a u s t  s t a c k s  a r e  o r o t d e , J  w l t h  t h e  t u s e I a g e  h a l  r .  T h e  b e s t  H a y  t o

r e m e d y  t h l s  l g  t o  h o l d  t h e  f l r e n a t  l  u p  t ;  t t r e  f u s e l a g e  a n d  n a r k

u e f e t h e e x h a u s t P o r t s f a I l . t h e n c u t a h a I f i . ; t r c l e a t e s c h
p o t n t . | , v e f l n a l I y f o u n d t h e o n I y m a J o r p r o b l e E l r r l t h t h l s k t t .

T h e  c o w l  t n g  t g  m l s s t n g  t s o  e x h a u s t  p l p e g  l o c a t e d  J u s t  b e l o v  t h e
v l n g  l e a d t n g  e d g e .  T h e  r l n g s ,  a l  I  t h a t  t  h a v e  f o u n d  t o  d o  t g  a d d
g o a l l  t r t n  t a b s  o n  t h e  l n b o a r d  e n d g  o f  b o t h  a l l e r o n s .  T h e
c a n o p l e s ;  y o u  8 e t  t y o  o f  t h e n  [ n  t h e  T y P e  t O  k t t  o n e  f o r  o P e n  a n d
o n e  f o r  e n c l o s e d  c o c k p l t ,  a r e  t h t c k  b u t  s e e o  t o  b e  t h e  r l g h t
s h a p e .  B e  c a r e f u t  h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e  h e a d r e s t  a r e  d i t f e r e n t  f o r  t h e
d t  f f e r e n t  T y p e  n u n b e r g .  l t  y o u  u s e  t h e  a n c l o s e d  c a n o P y  t h e
h e a d r e s t  h a g  t o  b e  p e r p e n d l c u l a r  t o  t h e  c o c k p l t  o p e n l n g  l f  o n  t h e
o t h e r  h a n d  y o u  u : t e  t h e  o P e n  c a n o P y  t h o  h e a d r e t t  n e e d r  t o  t l o P e
t o y e r d s  t h e  t e t t  t  r r e e  b t t .  T h e  d o o r s  o n  t h c  f u s c l e g e ,  v e l l  t h e
r t a r b o a r d  o n a  n e c d r  t o  b c  f l l l c d  t n  o n  a n y  o n c  b u t  t h e  T y P c  2 4
a r c  s h a p a d  a n d  p o s l t l t l o n e d  r l g h t .  T h e r s  t s  I  s m a l l  v e n t u r l
o o u n t e d  o n  t h e  s  t a r b o a r d  r  t  d e  o f  t h e  f u s e  I  a g c  f o r n a r d  o f  t h e
c o c k p l t  y h l c h  l r  o l s s l n g .  T h e r e  t s  o o l d e d  o n  t h c  f u s e l a g e  t  J o t n t
t  t  n e  b e t u e e n  t h e  v t  n g  a n d  f u s e  I  a g e  I  t  v a s n '  t  t h e r e  o n  t h e  r e e  I
p l a n e .  T h e  c e n t e r  s e c t t o n  o f  t h e  v l n g  a n d  t h e  f u s e l a g e  H e r e  b u t l t
a s  o n e  a s s e a b t e .  S o  r e m o v e  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  l l n e  a n d  p o l l s h  t h e  s p o t
s o  t t  d o e s n ' t  s h o v .  T h e  u n d e r c a r r e S e  n e e d s  t o  h a v e  e  c a b l e  t h e t
r u n s  f r o o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v h e e t  h u b  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v h e e l
o p e n l n g  ,  s o m e  p e o p t e  t h t n k  t h a t  t h t s  c a b l e  H a s  u s e d  t o  r e t r a c t
t h e  u n d e r c a r r a S e  I  h a v e  e  P r o b l e m  v l  t h  t h a t  o n e  t h e  c a b l e
t o o k s  s o  t h t n  a n d  t h e  l a n d l n g  S e a r  l o o k s  o h  s o  h e a v y .  P e r s o n a l y  I
t h l n k  t h a t  t  t  h a d  s o n e t h t n g  t o  d o  w l  t h  u n d e r c a r r a g e  l  o c k  o r  a n
t n d t c a t o r  f o r  t h e  p o s l  t l o n  o f  t h e  u n d e r c a r t a S e  b e c a u s e  I ' v e  s e e n
e x a o p l e s  v l t h o u t  t h i s  c e b l a ,  s l o o s t  a l  I  t r a l n e r S ,  n o t  o a n y  b u t
9 o n e .

R e o e m b e r  t h l e  l s  h a l f  t h e  p r l c e  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  H a s e g a v a  l O 9 ' s .
A l m o s t  e v e r y t h t n g  t s  t h e r e  v h e n  b u t l t  f r o o  t h c  b o r  l t  l r  a  f l n e
n o d e l ,  v t t h  a  v e r y  l l t t l e  v o r k  a  S r e a t  m o d e t .  A n d  t h l n k  o f  a l  I

t h e  n e a t  c o  I  o r  s c h e o e s  f o r  t h e s e  k  I  t s ,  R u s s  l a n ,  S p a n t  s h '  F l n n l  s h t
G e r n a n ,  R u o a l n t a n  a n d  e v e n  J a p a n e e e .  A  v e l c o o e  a d d l t l o n  t o  t h e

b e t v e e n  t h e  v a r s  s t a b l e .

o



l r nnnzNyAK- rsAEv  B r - l  RocKET  FTGHTER:

T h e  R u s s i a n s  b e g a n  r o c k e t r y  e x p e r i n e n t s  1 n  c h e  l 9 t h  c e n C u r y  a n d  b y

e a r l y  t h i s  c e n r u r y  \ r e r e  p u b l i s h i n g ,  i n t e r n a l l y ,  s c i e n t i f l c  P a p e r s  o n

E h e  s u b j e c t  e q u i v a l e n t  t ;  t h o s e  1 n  G e r m a n y  a n d  t h e  U . S .  i n  t h e  l 9 2 0 r s

a n d  3 0 t  s .  B e c a u s e  o f  i t s  o b v l o u s  m i l l t a r y  p o t e n t i a l ,  t h i s  -  n o h r

S o v l e t  w o r k  w a s  k e p t  s e c r e t .  T h l s  s e c r e c y  w a s  s u c h  t h a t  1 n

3 0 ' s  /  e a r L y  4 0 r  s  G e r m a n  J . n E e l l i g e n c e  a n a l y s t s  d i s m i s s e d  f l e l d

r e P o r C s  o f  S o v i e t  s o p h i s r t i c a t l o n  i n  w e a P o n  r o c k e t r y .

r e f e r e n c e s  c i c e d
a n d  c o n f l l c c s .  I

t h e  l a t e
a g e n t  s  I

w e r e  m y  o n l y  s o u r c e s .  M y  r e s e a r c h
h a v e  r a t i o n a l L z e d  t h e  d i s p a r i t i e s

D e v e l o p r n e n t  o f  r o c k e t  w e a p o n s  a n d  t h e  F e b .  2 8 ,  f  9 4 0  f l l g h t  o f  t h e

R P - 1 3 8  g l i d e r  f i t t e d  w l t h  a  l l 0  s e c o n d  b u r n ,  2 2 0  p o u n d  E h r u s t  l i q u l d

f u e l  m o t o r ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  s e e d s  f o r  A l e k s e i  Y a  B e r e z n y a k t s  i d e a  o f  a

s m a 1 1 ,  f a s t ,  c h e a p ,  r o c k e E  p o w e r e d ,  p o i n t - d e f e n s e  l n t e r c e P t o r .

I ' u n d s  f o r  B e r e z n y a k t s  i d e a  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  a n d  d e s l g n  w o r k  b e g u n  b y  D e c .

L g 4 0 .  E n g i n e  i n t e g r a t i o n  w a s  e n c r u s t e d  t o  A l e k s a l  M .  I s a e v  o f  t h e

R o c k e t  S c i e n t , i , f  1 c  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u E e  ( R N I I )  .  T h e  R N I I  I  s  n e w  D u s h k l n

A - l a - 1 1 0 0  t h r o t t l e a b l e  m o t o r ,  h o w e v e r ,  n e v e r  a c h i e v e d  i t s  s P e c i f l c a t -

i o n  t h r u s t  o f  5 0 1  k g .  T h e  m o d e l  d e s l g n a t l o n ,  B I - I ,  d e r l v e s  f r o m  t h e

t t / o  d e s i g n e r s I  i n l t i a l s .

l n  J u l y  l 9 4 l  g o - a h e a , . i  h r a s  g l v e n  t o  b u l 1 d  f l v e  t e s t  a i r f r a m e s .  T h e

f 1 : - r t -  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  o n l y  4 C  d a y s  t h e r e a f t e r !

j o w e d  g l l d l n g  t e s t s  b e g a n  S e p t e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 4 1 .

v- P o w e r e d  
E a x i  t e s E s  b e g a n  i n  M a y  L 9 4 2 ,  d u r i n g  w h l c h  t e s t s  t h e  a i r p l a n e

r r a s  a c c i d e n t l y  f l o w n  s e v e r a l  y a r d s  d o w n  t h e  r u n w a y  a  f e w  f e e t  a f t  t h e

g r o u n d .  T h e  f l r s r  d e l i b e r a t e  p o w e r e d  f l i g h t  o c c u r r e d  M a y  1 5 , 1 9 4 2

" t r e n  
C a p t .  G r i g o r l  Y a  B a k h c h j . v a n d z h e  t o o k  o f f .  a n d  c i r c l e d  t h e  f l e 1 d .

H e  s t - o p p e d  t h e  n o r o r  t o  m a k e  a  f a n i l i a r  d e a d - s E l c k  a P P r o a c h .  T h e  l a n d -

i n g  w a s  h e a v y ;  i n c r e a s e d  l a n d L n g  n e i g h t  c o l l a p s i n g  t h e  u n d e r c a r r i a g e .

S e v e r a l  p l l o t s  f l e w  t h e  B I - l r s  i n  d e v e l o p n e n t  t e s t i n g  u n t l l  f l y l n g  w a s

s t o p p e d  a f t e r  a  h i g h  s p e e d  ( a r o u n d  5 0 0 y P H )  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  t u c k - u n d e r ,

e n d e d  i n  l o s s  o f  t h e  a l r p l a n e  a n d  C a p t .  B a k h c h l v a n d z h e .  S u b s e q u e n t

l n v e s t i g a t l o n s  a n d  r e s t s  f o u n d  n o  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  t u c k - u n d e r

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  B e c a u s e  o f  c h i s  a n d  t h e  a P P a r e n t  u s e l e s s n e s s  o f  C h e

e i g h t  m i n u t e  m o t o r  b u r n  t h e  p r o g r a n  r . t a s  a b a n d o n e d .  O n I y  t h e  f l v e

o r i g l n a l  a i r p l a n e s  h a d  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h  2 0  m o r e  i n  w o r k .

P o l l k a r p o v t  s  t r i c l , c I e  g e a r e d  f o 1 l o w - o n  f l g h t e r ,  t h e  M a l y u t k a  ( " T i n y

O n e " ) ,  w a s  l e f t  o n  p a p e r  w h e n  t h e  B I - l  P r o g r a m  w a s  a b a n d o n e d .  T h e

S o v l e t s  p l c k e d  u p  r h e  M e l 6 3 8 / C  a n d  J u 2 4 8 / M e 2 6 3  P r o g r a m s  a !  w a r r s  e n d -

T h e  M t k o y a n ' G u r e v i c h  M i G - I - 2 7 0 ( Z H )  f l o w n  1 n  L 9 4 6  w a s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s

1 1 n e  o f  r o c k e t  f i g h t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  t h e  S o v l e t s  s h i f t e d  e r i p h a s i s  t o

s w e p t - w i n g  t u r b o - j e t  p o w e r e d  d e s i g n s .

N O T E / N T S C L A I } I E R :

mrand
l e f t  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s
t h e  b e s t  I  c o u l d .  T h e  d r a w i n g s  $ e r e  r e d r a w n ,  w i t h  c h a n S e - s ,  f r o m

r e f e r e n c e s  ( a )  a n d  ( b ) .

f-^/-l*l**-
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H O L Y E L I S T  l l 7 2 r r d ,  S C A L E  P L A S T I C  K I T :

T h i s  k i t  i s  b e i n g  r e p a c k a g e d  f o r  s a l e  1 n  t h e  W e s t  w i t h  n e w  d e c a l s ,
i n s E r u c E i o n s ,  h i s t o r y  a n d  b o x  a r t  b y  M H W  M o d r : 1 s ,  L t d .  o f  t h e  u K  a n d
w i l l  b e  a v a i - I a b 1 e  s o o n  u n d e r  t h e i r  P r e n i e r e  - : a b e l .

T h i s  i s  a  s i m p l e  k i t  ( B e w a r e  " s i m p l e  k i t s ' r ;  t h e y r r e  a l w a y s  u o r e  w o r k
t h a n  y o u  t h o u g h t  -  e s p e c i a l t y  i f  y o u  h a v e  e v e n  a  h i n t  o f  A M S )  o f  2 0
i n j e c E e d  n o l d e d  d a r k  b r o w n  p a r t s  a n d  a  b a r e l y  u s e a b l e  i n j e c t i o n  m o l d e d
c l e a r  c a n o p y .  T h e  d e c a l s  a r e  u n u s e a b l e  -  r o c l m  f o r  P r e m i e r e  t o  s h i n e .
I E ' s  h a r d  t o  j u d g e  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  o u c l i r e  o f  t h i s  k i r  d u e  t o  t h e
f e w  r e f e r e n c e s .  ( a )  a n d  ( b )  ,  b e l o w ,  h a v e  g e n e r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  d r a w i n g s
t h a E  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e  w l t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  T h e  d r a w i n g  o n  t h e  b o x  a n d  t h e
k i c  i t s e l f  o f f e r  t L r o  m o r e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  i n  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  o n e
a n o t h e r  a n d  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s .  D i m e n s i o n s  a g r e e  c l o s e l y  e n o u g h  w l t h  t h e
s p e c s  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  t h e  k l t r s  i n s t r u c t i o n  s h e e t .

T w o  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  k i t  a r e  t h a t  t h e  w i n g  i s  a b o u t  l / 8 "  s h y  i n  c h o r d
a n d  t h e  t a i l p l a n e  1 s  a b o u t  I / 4 "  s h o r t .  C o r r e c t  t h e  w i - n g  b y  t r a c l n g
t h e  p l a n f o r m  f r o m  t h e  d r a w i n g  h e r e  o n t o . 0 1 0 "  s h e e L  a n d  g l u i n g  t h e s e
t o  E h e  E o p  o f  e a c h  h a l f  o f  t h e  k l t  w i n g .  F i l l  t h e  b o t t o m  t o  r e c r e a t e
a n  a l r f o l l  s e c t l o n .  S c r a t c h  b u l l d  a  t a i l p l a n e  f r o m  . 0 2 0 "  s h e e t  p e r
c h e  p 1 a n .  A l s o  s c r a t c h  a  v e n t r a l  f i n  f r o m . 0 2 0 "  s h e e t ;  f o r n  a  b u l g e
i n  t h i s  t o  c l e a r  t h e  s e m i - r e c e s s e d  t a i l  w h e e l .  T h e  t a l  I  w h e e l  w 1 1 l
h a . . r e  t o  c o m e  f  r o m  t h e  s p a r e s  b o x .

o t h e r w i s e ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  s t r a l g h t  f o r w a r d .  c o c k p i t  d e t a i l i n g  a n d
e x t e r n a l  d e t a l 1  t t t e x E u r e r r  a r e  l J p  t o  y o u .

I ' n  p l a y i n g  i t  s a f e  u s l - n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  S o v i e t  W W I I  o l l v e  t o p s i d e s  a n d
l i g h t  b l u e  u n d e r s l d e s  c o l o r  s c h e n e  w l t h  a  s l i g h t l y  s o f  t  d i v i d i n g  l i n e
b e t w e e n  t h e n .  I r m  u s i n g  M i c r o - S c a l e  r e d  s t a r s  o n  t h e  b o d y  a n d  u n d e r
t h e  w l n g s  w i . t h  a  w h i t e  p l a n e  n u n b e r  o n  t h e  r u d d e r .

S t u d y  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  a l L e r n a t e  s k i  l a n d i n g  g e a r  ( N o t
i n  t h e  k i t )  w a s  r e t r a c t a b l e ,  b u t  r  c a n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  c h e  d e t a i l s ,  s o
r e c o m n e n d  s E i c k l n g  w i t h  t h e  w h e e l e d  u n d e r c a r r i a g e .

R E P E R E I I C E S :

a )  W a r  P l a n e s  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  t { o r l d  r r - a r  -  F i g h t e r s ,  V o 1 .  T h r e e  I
W .  G r e e n ; D o u b l e d a y ,  N e w  Y o r k  l 9 6 l

b )  R o c k e t  F i g h t e r ;  h ' .  G r e e n ;  B a l l a n t i n e  B o o k s ,  N e w  Y o r k  l 9 7 l
c )  R u s s i a n  C i v i l  &  ) l i l i t a r y  A i r c r a f r  1 8 8 4 - 1 9 6 9 ;  H .  J .  l i o w a r r a

D u v a l ;  F o u n t a i n  P r e s s ,  L o n d o n  1 9 7 0

D A T A :

d

R .

S p a n
L e n g c h
G r o s s  h ' t
T h r u s t
B u r n
S p e e d

6 .  4  8 n r
6 . 7 0 m
7 6 3 . 6 k x
5 0 1 k 3
8  M i n .
9 7 0 k m / h
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Building Tarniya's Krupp Protze 6x4 Transporter in 1:35 St:ale
By Rocky Rockwell

The o<Jd-looking little Krupp Proze. or "Boxer" as it wa-s often called, was introduced
in 1934 in response to a Wehrmacht requirement fbr a liglrt duty, general purpose fanqport.
Basecl on a commercial truck chassis, the Krupp model L2Ft 43 was replaced by the improved
model LZH 143 in 1937, and this version was produced until 1942. Tbe truck was powered by
a horizontally opposed, air cooled, 4-cylinder engine of slightly over 3300 cc displacement,
yielding 52 bhp. The low engine profile allowed for a flat, sloping hcld which gave the driver
excellent visibiliry, and with the four rear wheels providing traction, the Boxer was capable of
good mobility under most conditions. It was used as a light drrty cargo transport, a troop carrier,
and a prime mover for light towed artillery. Though replaced in production by newer designs by
1942. the Boxer remained active on all fronls until the end of the war.

The Tamiya kit is, like many of their moclels, well detailed and cleanly molded. While
not the best-detaile<I kit I've seen from them, it's far superior lo some, including their new SdKfz
251 halffrack, which is little better than the old Nichimo kit, and costs upwards of $30! The
Krupp comes with exffa stuff, so you have something to put in the hack: a couple of wooden
crates, two duffel bags, a Panzerschreck (basically a German bazooka), and some ammo czns
and assorted small arms. ln addition to tbe driver, there are four figures from the 'German

Soldiers, Seated" accessory set with their personal gear. The extra pieces of quipment and
personal gear are welcome additions, but frankly, even more would have lceen nice. What the
kit supplies is just enough to make it look like the cargo is rvorth a trip, though if you build the
figures and seat them all in the back, you'll have a pretty lull load-

'ilhr: hgorj antl front fenticrs are aii onc piece, thougii :he g'rlle, biiinpci and lieadligr\ts

are separate items. You may need to do some filing to get the back edge of the hood to fit

properly against the front cowling of the cab. The kit comes with fender-mounted corner

rnarkers. usecl to hetp the driver judge how close the fenders were to ohstacles, and these are far

trxr ma.ssive. Throrv them out and make )'our own, using stretched sprue or a coarse brush

bristle. A dab of white glue, painted white after it dries. will simulate the lide ball that was

stuck on the ends of the markers.
The open cab provicles a simple flat bench seat. the u-ansmission control leven, and an

instrument panel with one gauge. I can't vouch for the accuracy of the dash, but I once had a
'57 VW, and it only had one gauge, so the kit may well be right. The dash also has a small shift

pattern diagram molded in, and with a rnagnifier you can even read it! The seat needs texture,

and covering it with tissue soaked in white glue to simulate the canvas upholstery will really

help. You'll neecl to add your own foot pdrls and other small details, and there are some mold

pin marks on the sitle pieces for the cab that need to be removed, since they will show after

assembly. A separate clear piece is providetl tbr thc u'indshield.
The cargo box is made of about eight pieces. molded to look like w<rcden planks.

Unfbrtunately, while the heads of the lxrhs that held the box together are nicely represented,

thcre is no wotxl grain in the planks, So )'t)u may \\'ant to scribe some in with the point of an

Xacto knife or a bit of old hacksaw blade. lt may seem like a tedious chore, but it looks so much

better that it's wonh it. There are seats alrrng the sides of the cargo box. and tissue and *'hite

glue will help here too. There's a piece that simulates the frante bows for the canvas cargo cover

in the storved Jxlsition, though there's no cLrrresponding piece for the rolled-up canvas top. and

you may want to make one tiom tissue and tape.



o The underside is well detailed, with separate parts for the complex independent rear

suspension and differentials, and the boUom half, nicely molded, of the 4-cylinder engine and

transmission. you can't op€n the hood, so tiere's little lost by not tn"ing the complete engine.

The front wheels are steerable via a separate tie rod. The tires and wheels are plaSic. My one

complaint here is that tlre hpo spare wheels do not have the same back-side fill-in para as the

othei six, and the hollow back side of the wheeUtire assembly can be seen from under the

vehicle. The kit provides .:ieces to plug into the cavitiCI in back of the six mounted wheels -

zurely it wogld have been-easy and cheap for Tamiya to stick in a couple more for the spare

wheels as well...
The kit fits reasonably well, though the frame was twisted just a teensy bit on mine, and

it was difficult to get ttre caU and hed assembly to line up correctly. Though the suspension

seems complicated, tttr Lit is really not diflicult to assemble, and yur'll probably find that

painting and weathering take as long as building it. I ryent perhaps I h*T on construction, and

maybei l0 or 12 rorl on extra dJtails, painting and weathering. The whole project occupied

about two weeks of eveninqs and a Saturday afternoon.
The decals are typical Tamiya - a bit thick, but usable. You get markings for several

different divisions of thi 
-SS 

*O WeLrmacht, and one from a Luftwaffe unit, along with tactical

marks for tranqport, nechanized infantry, and artillery battalions. Since all the trucks of this type

were built before the end of 1942, it'j safe to paint the orcdel dark gny rath€r than tbe dark

yellow used from February 1943 on, though I zuspect there were some painted by the users. in

the later cotors and in varibus camouflage panerns as well. I used Humbrol neutral gray' which

is abir lighierr-,\an iiame I Et!.i, as:;iise loat, an{ r.'x'.}::red i: sut','1{t} r*4*el }laf.?:: !-ight

Ghost Gray and Armor Sand to give the model a faded, dingy lmk.
The wide usage of the Krupp Boxer makes this kit a good candidate for use in a varir:W

of dioranr,a seaings, and the kit lends itself wetl to modification, srch a; adding a canvas top or

knocking out rhe walls and sticking a 2cm flak rnount on the bed (look at the box the 2cm flal

mount co*es in to see this option). ett in all, if you feel the urge to build something juS a linle

bizarre and not usually seen at shows, this is a pretty decent kit. With a retail price-in the $18-

$20 range. it ain't the cheapes kit around. but it's more affordable then most of the newer

offerings from Tamiya, and in this writer's humble opinion, it's wonh the money.

Andrev Birkbeck, (2061 52?.-35391

fol loving vehic les,  issued a number
the i r  1 /48 th  Arnor  Ser ies :

Br i t i sh  ArnY Aust in  K5 Truck
Br i t i sh  In fan t ry  Tank  Mk 1  "Mat i ldar l
Br i t ish fnfantry Tank I ' t l< I f I  r rvalent inetr

r r Japanese  Nava l  A i r  Fo rce  Canou f lage  and  Mark ings  o f  h ' n " I I r f

"Japanese Army Ai r  Force Canouf lage and Mark ings of  HTI ' I I r l

By  Dona ld  Thorpe  Bes t  o f fe r  ge ts  bo th .

WANTED:

f  aD look ing for  unbui l t  k i t .s  o f  the
o f  yea rs  ago  by  Banda i ,  o f  JaPan ,  l n

Ki t  t  8361
K i r  t  8363
K i t  l  8364

Also  any  o the r  B r i t i sh  veh ic le  rnode ls  i n  t h i s  sa lne  se r i ' es .  w i l l  o f f e r

t r ade ,  o f  cash .

IFOR SALE: Andrew B i r kbeck ,  (206 ,  522 -3539



It

I

-v

'6t9t,-zz9 (902)
1p  Jo l l p l  aq l  ? lP?uo r  

' , ea id ' , ,X , ,  
pa l  P  pa l l a l a l  ?a f  sanp  Jno^- i l f fd 'a lpq 

no, t  pue '1red J 'd  uo appur  roJJo up uaaq spq aJaLl l  taa1 no/ t  JJ
' p !pd  a rP  sanp  [ ! 1un  ra? :3 [ s t r , aN  1se1  rno f ,  sL  s l q " ; ' supau  s !q l  puv  ' 266 I

JOJ prPd uaaq lou oAP:1 sanp . rnor{  sueau. i  ?  t  
(  

La(- l? l  ssaJppe aql  u0 aupu
.rnof  o1 lxau , ,  X , ,  PoJ P q?!r '1  auoq J | lo / (  Je sa^tJJP Ja??alsr ' laN s lq? J I

i CN I NUVI'I i 9N I NUVI'I i 9N I NUVI'I

From: Andrew Blrkbeck
3.S49 N.E. 98th Street
St*rttlc, WA 98115
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