o I _'»ﬁ‘




A scale model of a Ja anese Zero ot World War H

tame, built by a member of the International Plastic
Modelers Socuefy. is so true to detail that Japanese
characters are on the instrument panel and fuselage.

Photos by Al Fisk

World War i
bombers
received

close scrutiny

from members
of the society at
one of the
monthly
meetings.
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Plastic Scale Models—
Authenticity Is the Word

By Lois M. Fisk

~

SOME hobbyists are content to buy a
kit and build a plane, ship or car, put
it on a shelf and forget about it. But not
members of the International Plastic
Modelers Society.

To the Seattle chapter of the I. P. M.
S., authenticity is the principal thing.
Their models must be technically accur-
ate, so they research the history of each,
learning the history of the plane or ship,
its original builder. The country or com-
pany that purchased the craft is sought as
well as construction details, paint colors,
markings, flight characteristics, combat
areas they were used in and the final dis-
position of each.

The group, which was the first Ameri-
can chapter of the organization that began
in England, meets the third Saturday of
each month in the crafts room of the Mu-
seum of Science and Industry to display
the models and compare notes.

Although planes are the most popular
models, some I. P. M. S. members con-
struct miniature soldiers, tanks, ships and
automobiles. Through their search for the
perfect reproduction, they learn manufac-
turing data, such as the type of paint,
assembly methods and pertinent data of
the timé the vehicle was in use. Some

modelers specialize in planes from one ;‘;f,"

particular country. A collection of Finnish

Air Force models is owned by John Greer,
a sixth-grade teacher at Normandy Park.
On the other hand, Bill Weaver, an electri-
cal engineer at The Boemg Co., collects
planes representing as many different
countries as possible. o

If the kits do not include authentic de-

cals and other markings, the modeler

must provide them himself. In the case of
Jim Schubert’s Japanese Zeros, this in-
volves painting, with a very steady hand
and tiny brush, the Japanese characters
in the cockpit and on the fuselage. |

Modelers have found that generally the
foreign-made kits are more authentic than
American-made ones, partly because the
American Kkits are primarily toys.

If the modeler wishes to build a plane
for which no kit is available, he has three
choices: Wait until a company develops a
kit; convert an existing model, or build
it from bits and pieces of several kits.
Conversion is the simpler, if it is possible,
and building it from bits and pieces usual-
ly involves extensive modification. To
make matters worse, frequently a model-
er will complete his plane only to learn it
has just become available in a new Kkit.
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Above — John Greer held his modified Junkers
88R with a Focke Wulf 190A8 riding on top. Code-
named Mistal during World War Il, the combina-
tion was used for long-range reconnaissance with
the Junkers also being used as a flying bomb, the
Focke Wulf releasing it and flying back to base
for another mission. Below—John Neiswanger, 15,
studied some of Jim Schubert's miniature soldiers.
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Above—A model of the pre-World War |l
Boeing F4B4 fighter was dwarfed by another
product of The Boeing Co., a B-52D jet. Right
—A German World War Il Arado ARI96 float

plane model was ready tor catapult launching.
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Norman Filer assembled a model jet fighter
from a kit imported from Japan. Directions are
in Japanese, but standard construction tech-
niques are used on all the model-plane kits.
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Artificial
Teeth
Must Be
Cleaned

like fine jewel

Tests prove that modern «
tures are 15 times softer 1
natural teeth. Thus they are
1er to scratch and damage f
harsh brushing or abrasives.

That’s why more and n
dentists now suggest soal
dentures clean in KLEENITE
stead of hard brushing
abrasive pastes or powders.

Special Triple-Action

KLEENITE’s triple-action
mula— (1) detergent; (2)
dizer (3) solvent—cleans j
dentures like fine jewelry
helps soak away stains — p
trates even toughest tobs
stains. Helps restore orig
whiteness to teeth and true j
color to gums. The differenc
makes will amaze you!

IMPORTANT: To clean artifi
teeth like fine jewelry,
KLEENITE to-
dayatalldrug
counters.

Helps restore
dentures’
original
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John Greer,
left, and
Jerry Nilles
examined a
needle-nosed
F105D, which
was complete
in detail as
to Vietnam
camouflage and
its load of
armaments.

Letushelpyoubuilda
~cradle of security

“foryour new baby.
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You've passed out the cigars. And whether it was the first time, or
the fifth, you want that new child of yours to have the very best.

And that’s where New York Life can help. With the right type of
life insurance. Insurance that can help guarantee your youngster
financial security, even if you're not around.

That's important when you realize that it can cost about $25,000 to
raise a youngster to age 18. And that doesn’t even include the
tremendous costs of college.

The need is clear. But why us? Why come to New York Life?
Experience, for one thing. We’ve been around since 1845.

Then there are dividends to our policyowners. We've been paying them

for well over a century. Right now they're at an all-time high. So the

cost of protection for millions of our policyowners is at an all-time low.

Talk to your New York Life Agent. Remember, you want your new
baby, and the rest of your family, to have the very best.

New York Life Insurance Company

51 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010
Life, Group and Health Insurance,
Annuities, Pension Plans.
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The meticulous work in applying the
authentic colors to the models is
shown above in Bill Weaver's model
-of a World War |l B-25 and, right,
in a Boeing P-26 fighter. When de-
cals are not available, the markings
are painted on by hand with brush.

CONVERS ION MILITARY MINIATURE

Scops in conversion of a Britains® Models toy imto
an acceptable Military Miniature.,

roegimoent -~ sand ends up A BOBRcCommisn ftloned member
of cthe Bocoitw Cuards cizcs 1930,

Above—The steps involved in creating a miniature
are shown by these plastic soldiers. At left was the
toy having no particular regimental identification.
The paint had been stripped off at center and at
right was the finished model—a Scots Guards non-
commissioned officer of the 1930 period. Right—
Norm Filer, left, and Jerry Nills discussed the con-
L struction of a Japanese World War |l plane.
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