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PREZNOTES |G

Belated Happy July 4th
Greetings

| trust folks managed to not overeat, over
drink, over sun themselves, nor burn
down their neighborhood igniting illegal
fireworks! | know, where'sthefuninyour
President...

THREENOTICES

Notice#1

We need volunteers to staff model display
tables at thefollowing Flying Heritage
Events during the Summer months. What
is expected isthat you bring afew models
appropriate to the event theme, together
with amodel to work on, some modeling
tools, perhaps somereference material .
You display the models next to where you
areworking, and makefriendly likewith
the General Public. A great way to show
off our beloved hobby, potentially bring in
afew new members, and enjoy awonder-
ful day out with the chance to see some
great historical aircraft and military
vehicles. Volunteersneed to arriveat FHC
in Everett at 8:30- 9AM, and we can break
down our displays after 3 PM, or stay until
close at 5 PM. Here are the dates, and
themes. For moreinfo, visit the FHC web
sitehere: http://flyingheritage.com/

July 25th, FHC Skyfair

Thisyear FHC will beflying their Fw
190A, Hurricane, P-47 Thunderbolt, B-25,
and Zero. Joined by Historic Flight
Foundation with their DC-3 and Planes of
Fame Museum is scheduled to fly their
Korean War-eraMiG-15 and F-86 jet
fighters.

August 15th, V-JDay 70th Anniversary
Celebrate the 70th anniversary of the end
of World War I1: FHC will beflyingits P-47
Thunderbolt, F6F Hellcat, and P-51
Mustang.

August 29th, L uftwaffe Day
Bf 109, Focke-Wulf Fw 190, and Fieseler

Storch are expected to take to the air. Pilots’
autograph signing is mentioned too.

September 19th, Battle of Britain
Hurricane, Spitfire V¢, and Messerschmitt
Bf 109 along with the Historic Flight
Foundation’s Spitfire Mk I Xel

We need acritical massof SIX modelers
per event. Email medirectly at

acbirkbeck @comcast.net to reserve one of
the six spots. You will be granted free
admission to the event in return for your
volunteer time.

Notice#2

| have alarge quantity of custom mixed
lacquer paint to give away at the July
Chapter meeting, a ong with other items.

Notice#3

Your esteemed President and Vice Presi-
dent are both working on aircraft models.
Seethisextremely rare confluence of
cosmic proportions, and view our creations
at the July meeting. “Filmat 11”...

Seeyou July 11th

Cheers,

Andrew

In This Issue

Airfix Hawker Typhoon -
Part One 3
Hurricane Bookshelf: We Know
from Cameras Above,
not James Bond 10
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SEATTLE CHAPTER CONTACTS

President: VicePresident: Treasurer: Show Chair:
Andrew Birkbeck Eric Chrigtianson TwylaBirkbeck Andrew Birkbeck
P.O. Box 15983 18215 NE 95th Way #103  PO. Box 15983

Seattle, WA 98115 Redmond, WA 98052 Seattle, WA 98115

Ph: 206-522-3539 Ph: 425-591-7385 Ph: 206-276-3855

achirkbeck@comcast.net Modd erEric@comcast.net birkbet@comcast.net

|PM S Seattle Web Site (Web Co-Ordinator, John Kaylor): http://www.ipms-seattle.org

Public Disclaimers, Information, and Appealsfor Help

Thisisthe officia publication of the Seattle Chapter, IPMS-USA. As such, it serves as the voice for our Chapter, and depends largely
upon the generous contributions of our members for articles, comments, club news, and anything else involving plastic scale modeling and
associated subjects. Our meetings are generally held on the second Saturday of each month, (see below for actual meeting dates), at the North
Bellevue Community/Senior Center, 4063-148th Ave NE, in Bellevue. See the back page for a map. Our meetings begin at 10:00 AM, except
as noted, and usually last for two to three hours. Our meetings are very informal, and are open to any interested modeler, regardless of interests.
Modelers are encouraged to bring their models to the meetings. Subscriptions to the newdletter are included with the Chapter dues. Dues are $25
ayear for regular mail delivery of the newdletter, and $15 for e-mail delivery, and may be paid to Spencer Tom, our Treasurer. (See address
above). We also highly recommend our members join and support IPMS-USA, the national organization. See below for form. Any of the members
listed above will gladly assist you with further information about the Chapter or Society.

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individua writers, and do not constitute the official position of the
Chapter or IPMS-USA. You are encouraged to submit any material for this newsletter to the editor. He will gladly work with you and see that
your material is put into print and included in the newsletter, no matter your level of writing experience or computer expertise. The newsletter is
currently being edited using a PC, and PageMaker 6.5. Any Word, WordPerfect, or text document for the PC would be suitable for publication.
Please do not embed photos or graphicsin the text file. Photos and graphics should be submitted as single, separate files. Articles can a'so be
submitted viae-mail, to the editor’s address above. Deadline for submission of articlesis generally twelve days prior to the next meeting - earlier
would be appreciated! Please call me at 425-823-4658 if you have any questions.

If you use or reprint the material contained in the newsletter, we would appreciate attribution both to the author and the source
document. Our newsletter is prepared with one thing in mind; thisisinformation for our members, and all fellow modelers, and is prepared and
printed in the newsletter in order to expand the skills and knowledge of those fellow modelers.

Upcoming M eeting Dates
ThelPMS Seattle 2015 meeting scheduleisasfollows. All meetingsarefrom 10AM to 1 PM, except asindicated. To avoid
conflicts with other groups using our meeting facility, we must NOT be in the building before our scheduled start times, and
MUST be finished and have the room restored to its proper layout by our scheduled finish time. We suggest that you keep this
information in areadily accessable place.
July 11 August 8
September 12 October 17
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Airfix 1/24th Scale Hawker Typhoon Mk.IB — Part 1 of 3

by Eric Christianson

Airfix has been producing some of the finest model kitsin the
industry for 75 years - modelsthat we all grew up with; models
that absorbed our allowance money; modelswith box art that
filled our imagination. The company has gone through alot of
changes over the years, but, like our hobby, it's always been there
in the background, beckoning us back to the workbench.
Following their recent trend back into 1/24th scal e aircraft Kits,
Airfix hasrel eased the venerable Typhoon Mk.Ib by Hawker
Aircraft.

The Typhoon was arguably the RAF's premier ground attack
fighter of World War I1. Armed with rockets, bombs and Hispano
cannon, the* Tiffy’ lorded over the Normandy skies, disrupting or
completely paralyzing German road traffic and sapping morale, for even the prospect of arocket attack by the dreaded * Jabo’ was
unnerving to those on the ground.

Thisreview isthefirst installment of athree-part series on building and finishing thiswonderful kit. Out for sometime now, the kit
already has several excellent reviews available for it, including several books. That said, there are none that | have found that show
how to expose one full side of the engine and cover up the other side, a popular display option that Airfix (curiously) doesn’t offer.
Since you cannot attach the engine cowling over the completed engine, exposing specific portions of the engineis not as simple asit
might sound. Thisreview will show you how to do this, and what parts you will need to put on and leave off.

Openingthebox

The normally dependable US Postal Service did anumber on the shipping box containing the kit (see photo below left entitled My
Tiffy Arrives’), and apologized profusely when it wasfinally delivered. Examining the contents of the kit, however, produced two
conclusions; 1) Airfix did an excellent job bagging and boxing the parts, since the separate bags were able to slide around inside the
large box, avoiding damage; and 2) the softness of the plastic used by Airfix, in this particular situation, was key to saving the day.
Even the largest parts were able to bend and spring back against what must have been an enormous, yet brief, impact, considering the
condition of the outer box. Good Job, Airfix. Not so much, USPS!

Inside | found eight or ten large bags of sprues, an instruction booklet and an enor-
mous single sheet of decals. | didn’t count the sprues as | thought there would be a
Parts Map somewhere (thereis not). The largest sprue is more than two feet across, the
smallest one, perhaps 10 inches.

| must confess— | haven't built an Airfix kit in years... and was unprepared for the
amount of clean-up required, mostly in theform of mold releaselines, gjection pin
holes, sink holes and such. Just about every one of the 453 parts will require careful
attention beyond the normal sprue attachment points. Once cleaned, however, the fit of
the parts was excellent. The surfaces of the fuselage and wings have fine raised and
recessed panel lines and other detail —aremarkable sight, evenin thislarge scale.

The fuselage comes together in three parts; left and right fuselage halves, and a third
large piece along the belly that starts at the rear of the wing root and travels back to the
tail section.

Likewise, thewings comein five parts; one large lower span with openings for wonder-
fully-detailed wheelswells, lower port and starboard sections on each side, and two,
single top sections with open areas for the gun bays. Three spinners are included, one
four-bladed type, and two three-bladed types. One of the three-bladed spinnersis
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shorter and sports a less-pronounced point. Propeller blades are the same for both spinner types. Wheels are delivered in two halves
each, and the main gear wheels come ‘ pre-flattened’ . Wing stores include two types of rockets and rails (8 each), two types of bombs
(2501b and 5001b), and what looks like external fuel tanks. Two types of tail planesareincluded; theinitial Typhoon tail, and thelater,
somewhat larger (Tempest) tail planes. Two sprues of clear plastic are included, and although there seems to be alot of hubbub on the
internet about aflaw on the main canopy (which also existson mine) | can’t get too worked up about it —the flaw can only be seen from
acertain angle and even then, only if you' re looking for it. A big dance around asmall fire—in my opinion.

Finally, Airfix chose to go without photo-etch, and | know | wouldn’t be thefirst in line to congratul ate them on this decision. A subject
of thissize, with PE, would have been acompletely different modeling experience, and not nearly as enjoyable - at least not for me.

The kit comes with the following four color and decal schemes represented:

1 ‘D-Day Spearhead’, MN666 ‘ CG’ Aircraft flown by Wing Commander Charles Green, No. 121 Wing, Royal Air ForceHolmsley
South, Hampshire, England, and B.5 L e Fresne-Comilly, Lower Normandy, France, June, 1944

2 ‘Normandy Workhorse', DN252 ‘ ZY-N’, No. 247 Squadron, 2nd Tactical Air Force, France and Belgium, June-September, 1944.
3 ‘ Sharkmouth’, MP197 ‘ MR-U’ No. 245 Squadron, 2nd Tactical Air Force, Germany and RAF Warmwell, Dorset, England, June-
August 1945.

4, ‘Canadian Bomber’, RB389’ 18-P’' No. 440 Sgn (Royal CanadianAir Force), 2nd Tactical Air Force, Netherlands and Germany,

February-May, 1945.

Thelngtructions

Theinstructions are printed in agorgeous, full color, large-format booklet, that with everything else on my workbench, | found alittle
ungainly. As a consequence, the first thing | did was to cut this beautiful booklet up into separate pages (!), and organize these into
several sections: 1) what I’ ve done, 2) what | till need to do, and 3) finish options. Cutting down the somewhat cumbersome bookl et
allowed me to use single pages on my workbench, aswell as separate decal and painting keys for easier access.

Onething Airfix does that few other manufacturers do is to use up spruesin order of assembly. That kind of thing really helps on
projects of this size — some of the sprues are three feet wide! That said, there are afew exceptions...don’t spend alot of timetrying to
find out where parts A18 and A 19 are used — you didn’t miss them —they pop up out of howherein Steps 204 and 205! For the most
part, however, the approach Airfix took in organizing the parts and instructions really hel ped mefind the next part | needed.

Onthedown side, | did noticethat some of the images are missing detail found in the plastic, making orientation more complex than it
needed to be sometimes. Also, the image of the control console used for decal placement is missing some of the dials found in the clear
plastic and on the decal sheet - nothing big, but an unusual oversight for such a comprehensive document, asisthe lack of a parts map
of any sort.

Theinstructions, however, do contain four color photographs of the painted pilot figure and nine full pages of beautiful color photo-
graphs and drawings of the four painting and camouflage options, along with comprehensive decal placement directions.

(NotefromtheAirfix website) Step 67 in the kit instructions omitted the attachment method for the Coff man starter inlet pipe, part C14.

Display Options

There are several fundamental decisions that must be made before starting, since parts are used (or not used) as a consequence of
using one of several display options. Thisis because the engine, radiator, and gun bay covers are not made to be removable, and will
not fit correctly when placed over a completed assemblies. Thiswas a surprise for me, since some of the options | wanted to use were
not included in those offered by Airfix.

Display Options - Engine and Radiator — Airfix has provided three display options for the front end encompassing the engine and
radiator.

First Option: Completely buttoned up. This option will show the front end of the aircraft asit would look sitting on the ground, ready
to fly. All the engine and radiator detail is covered up.

Second Option: Completely exposed. Thisoptionwill haveyou (literally) cut off the entire front end of the aircraft’s outer panels, from
the cockpit firewall forward, using pre-cut guides on the inside of the cowl parts. Thisoption will display al of the considerable detail

found in the front end asiif the aircraft was sitting in a hangar undergoing major maintenance.
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Third Option: A modified version of the option above, covering the radiator and the lower portion of the engine on both sides, and
exposing the engine from the exhaust pipes upward, on both sides and over the top.

It seemed to me, then, that the only way Airfix wants me to preserve those nice lines of the Typhoon superstructure is by completely
covering up that beautiful engine. Hmmm...

After much review of the instructions and the plastic, | chose to use a Fourth Option —the one not offered. | wanted to cover up the
port side of the Typhoon, showing off the long, masculine front of the aircraft, while opening up the starboard side showing off that
beautiful engine all the way down to the radiator intake. Thiswould require some minor surgery and alot of circumvention of the
manufacturer’sintentions, but | felt it would produce what | was looking for in such an interesting subject and kit. Rest assured, the
Airfix instructions are easy to follow and will show you how to proceed with Options 1-3, but the content of thisreview will also
include the steps | took building the one option not offered.

Display Options - Wing Cannon Bays and Wheel Wells— These decisions are easier. Airfix allows you to show one or both wing
cannon bays open or closed, and to show the Typhoon with wheels retracted or lowered (Airfix offers an after-market stand — it is not
included in the kit). Sticking to my theme using ‘Option 4', above, | went with exposing the starboard wing cannon bay and covering up
the port side bay, aswell as showing the landing gear lowered. The excellent wheel-well detail alone easily drove thislast decision.

Airfix conveniently color codes the part numbers (white, green and blue) for all of their display options and includesthe following
statements in the instructions:

“Part numbers indicated (in Green) should only be fitted to the model if the engine and gun bay details are to be | eft visible and | eft
uncovered.”

“Part numbersindicated (in Blue) should only be fitted to the model if the undercarriage isto be fitted in the extended position.”

| found that most of these parts, however, can be used and do actually fit under the cowls and/or wing panels. The color codes simply
mean that the parts are not required and will be covered up. Opening up the aircraft in the manner that | plan to, however, will require
that some of these parts be used, and | have identified these in the appropriate section, below. | built the full engine and radiator, took
some photos for this review, and then snipped out the few parts that kept the engine cowls from seating correctly — these are identified
in the appropriate section below aswell.

| wanted my Typhoon dressed in full invasion stripesso | am
using scheme one (* D-Day Spearhead’), although I'll be going
with different unit markings.

TheBuild

Internal Framework in thefront end

Everything starts with the complex-looking - but surprisingly
simple- framework that makes up the front-end and main wing
spars. It'sagood ideato get familiar with this assembly because
you will become close friendswith it in the next 90 or so stepsto
come. Even though | was very, very careful to get everything
perfect in thesefirst few steps, | continued to have some fit
problems later, so aword of warning: don’t rush. Part 56 in Step 4
was apoor fit, and | am pretty sure things were cleaned and lined
up right. | skipped Step 6, asthe parts here are (green) colored-
coded and | was going to cover up the oil-cooler/air intake. After
completing Steps 1 — 8, | stopped to paint everything Tamiya XF-
16 Flat Aluminum, following by Mig Dark Wash and Mig Brown
Wash oil washes. At this point it's hard to know what will be
visible in the end so everything gets painted and weathered.

PartsNot Used for ‘ Option 4':
Step 6 PartsA25, B19, B20.
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TheCockpit

Arguably the most challenging - and certainly the most time
consuming - part of the build, the Typhoon cockpit isawonder in
miniature...and somewhat frustrating, since most of what you
create will be hidden within therelatively small opening in the top
of the fuselage. Still, in this scale, time spent on the cockpit
matters.

Encompassing 29 steps starting with Step 9, most of the finish will
involve just afew colors and washes, with the decals and
stenciling taking up the majority of the effort. | finished most of
the non-metallic partsin off-black per the instructions, but other
reviews have many of these partsin interior green. | left the
reasonably detailed figure and parachute out so | could expose
the seat and seatbelts.

| began with snipping off and cleaning al the partsidentified in
Steps 9-38 and assembl ed, painted and weathered the five or six
subassemblies therein before going back to the framework and
instructions. While the seat and seatbelts were molded with anice
cross-hatch pattern, | would haveliked it to be alittle more
pronounced — the pattern was so shallow it was difficult to apply
awash to it — | had to actually paint the hatch pattern on by hand.
On the other hand, the choice of providing molded plastic

seatbelts vs over-engineered photo-etch versions, in my opinion, was brilliant. Thank you, Airfix.

Construction generally followed what Airfix had in mind, with one exception: | installed the pilot’s seat in Step 20 instead of Step 16.
After trimming the connection points, the seat snuggled nicely into its place with the proper angle to accept the two shoulder har-
nesses since, in this later step, the seat had the rear armor plate to lean against.

| had to pry parts B14 and B18 apart in Step 23/24 and remove the guide pins before re-attach them to get them to line up right. Thiswas

not an uncommon task, throughout the build.

Curiously, the oxygen bottle (PartsA04 and B15in Step 32) is
marked in green, meaning this should be left out if you choose to
close up the fuselage — but the bottle is nowhere near the engine
compartment so I’m not sure what that’s about.

| painted the cockpit framework Tamiya X F-16 Flat Aluminum and
applied Mig Dark Wash and Mig Brown Wash oil washesto it.
For the pilot’s seat | used Tamiya X F-16 Flat Aluminum, shot it
with hairspray, and then covered that with Tamiya XF-69 NATO
Black, before rubbing off some of the black paint with astiff brush
and alittle water to expose the metallic finish underneath. | used
Vallggjo Model Air 71.028 Sand Yellow for the seat cushion, Vallgjo
Model Air 71.075 Sand Ivory for the belts, and then applied Mig
Dark Wash and Mig Brown Wash oil washes to both.

Theinstrument panel and side consoles were painted Tamiya X F-
69 NATO Black, and detailed with Tamiya X-11 Chrome Silver,
Vallejo Modd Air 71.085 Ferrari Red over Model Air 71.001 White,
and washed with Mig Brown Wash oil wash. | used Vallgjo Panzer
Aces 312 Leather Belt for thetrim wheel and all cables, Tamiya
XF-69 NATO Black for the black boxes and compass structure,
after dabbing some liquid mask on the compass faceitself.
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Decalsand placards: These were amixture of the Airfix kit decals and an after-market set from Airscale put together specifically for this
kit when it first went on sale. The Airscale set isno longer offered, but ageneric 1/24th scale RAF set by them can be found here: (http:/
/wwwe.air scale.co.uk/store.php#!/1-24-scale-RAF-Cockpit-Decal §/p/39176437/categor y=9842272). A separate review of theset | used
withthisbuild, can befound here: (http://web.ipmsusa3.or g/content/cock pit-instr ument-decals-hawker -typhoon-1b).

Once everything was dry, but before attaching the subassemblies and instrument panel, | sprayed alight coat of Vallejo Matt Varnish
over al the exposed surfaces, followed by drops of Future on al the dials.

With the subassemblies and instrument panel completed, | attached everything per the order specified by Airfix without any significant
issues. Installing the right-hand console in Step 24 is easy once you realize that one of the cables underneath the panel passes outside
the cage—theillustration in next Step (25) showsthis clearly. The three small boxeswith cables coming out of them (PartsA10, A12,
and B11) fit into their various positions perfectly. Apparently, unlike some manufacturers, someone at Airfix actually built thiskit, and
they got it right.

TheEngine

Similar to the assembly sequence used with the cockpit, | cleaned all the engine parts (Steps 39-74) first and then went asfar as| could
before stopping to paint. | sprayed the engine block Tamiya XF-69 NATO Black after Step 48, save for the three partsin Step 46, which
were painted Tamiya X F-16 Flat Aluminum and then attached underneath. | painted the various parts marked with (Humbrol 56 Alumi-
num) in theinstructions using Tamiya X F-16 Flat Aluminum, and the partsin Step 51, 55 and 56 with Alclad Pale Burnt Metal over
Alclad Black Primer & Microfiller. | hand painted the partsin Steps 57, 58 and 63 amixture of NATO Black and Flat Aluminum. When
everything was dry | had aball putting everything together! With very few exceptions, the fit of all the parts was superb, including the
long and snaky piping that seemed to hug the engine block and framing perfectly. In Step 53 | had to shorten the curly end of Part C19
by just abit, and drill asmall hole in the appropriate place on the engine block to receiveit.

Before weathering, | took some pictures and then went about cutting and chopping the following parts off to fit under the cowling
parts:

Parts Removed to fit the top and port engine cowls

Step 38— Part C21

Step 55— Part C06

Step 57 —Part C09, C47

Step 61—Part C35, C39

Step 67 — Part C23 — Only snip off the half that is covered up...

| knew | was going to cut away a section of the starboard side-cowling, and now that the engine was complete, | had an idea of what |
wanted to expose. | drew aline on the plastic with apencil (see images below) and cut the piece away to expose as much as possible.

| — . - F—.-

2
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TheRadiator and L ower Front End

| chose to cover the bottom of the front end up. The detail is nice,
but | felt the several large pieces found there didn't inspire the
same ‘wow’ factor asthe engine and cockpit. The fit of the two
halves (Parts D09 and D10) in Step 76 was poor and took some
filling and sanding to smooth up. | made sureto paint Part D15in
Step 75 Gunze Mr. Color C363 Medium Sea Grey before attaching
it...thefirst (external) paint color used so far — progress!

| assembled al the partsin Step 80 and Part D17 in Step 86 before
painting them Tamiya X F-16 Flat Aluminum, and while | had the
airbrush going | painted the rest of the odds and ends the same
color per the instructions.

Theinstructions contain a scary-looking set of imagesin Step 81
that show angles and measurementsin millimeters, making one
think that things are pretty crucial here, but, once you start
putting the big pieces where they go you will find that thereis
precious little movement or play in any of the parts to adjust one
way or the other. All you are able to do is put the glue on and cross your fingers that it's right! The only problem | encountered was
attaching the assembly from Step 85. In place, it wanted to push the air-cooler out just a bit, producing an angle that wasn’t 90 degrees.
| ended up snipping off the point where it connects to the air cooler and adding weight while the glue dried. | hoped thiswasn’t a
harbinger of thingsto come—all | could do istrust my instincts and wait.

Once the entire engine and radiator sections were assembled, | gave everything two coats of Mig Brown Wash and let that dry. | then
used Mig Dark Wash straight from the bottle on many of the
aluminum partsto knock them down abit. Finally | used aQuilters
(Silver) Pencil and highlighted various areas that were painted
NATO black.

| then sat back to look at my creation. Thejowly front-end of this
big guy was starting to ook like a Typhoon!

PartsNot Used for ‘Option 4':
Step 68— Parts D24, D26

Step 70— Part DO1

Step 71— Part D25

Step 72 —Part D02

Step 73—PartsD18, D19
Step80—Part D12

Step 82—PartsD07, D08, D11
Step 83— Part D03

Step 84— Part D04

Step 87 —Part C17

Step 159 —Part NO3

Conclusion

When | started this project, | wasalittleintimidated. | had not built an Airfix kit in along time; and precious few aircraft kitsin the last
few yearsfor that matter, focusing mainly on armor. Thosethat | did build, however, were complex projectsand | enjoyed them, so |
knew | would be ableto build thiskit. Now that I’ ve finished the cockpit and engine, | find myself really excited about the remainder of
the build coming up. This, to me, isaclear personal indicator that Airfix hasareal winner in the big scale Hawker Typhoon 1b. Thefitis
wonderful (which always helps), but other decisions peculiar to Airfix also makeit alot of fun to build: molded plastic (yet separate)
seat belts, no photo-etch, spruesthat are used up in arational order, crazy piping that at first looks like a headache, and then simply
dlipsthrough holes and clicksinto place like adream —all of these things help to create a thoroughly enjoyable modeling experience.
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| recommend thiskit to all modelers who are up to the small challenges that a kit with so many parts and options will offer. | suggest
that you make your big decisions up front, spend the time to carefully clean the parts thoroughly once separated from the sprues, and
dry-fit everything. Airfix has put alot of effort into making sure the partsfit, and if they don't, thereis agood chance that you' ve got
something wrong. Slow down, use your references, and enjoy theride!

Next segment: Wing, gun bays, wheel wells and weapon stores.
Last Segment: Final Assembly and Finish

I would liketo thank Hornby Airfix for providing thiskit for review, and to IPMS USA for giving methe opportunity to review it.
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Hurricane Bookshelf: We Know from Cameras Above, not James Bond

by Scott Kruize

Eyes In The Sky: Eisenhower, the CIA and Cold War Aerial Espionage, by Dino A.
Brugioni. Copyright 2010, 466 pages. Printed by the Naval Institute Press of
Annapolis, Maryland.

We're about halfway through our Centennial remembrance of the Great War. The
‘Great’ refers not just to the size of the conflict, but to the huge change in technol -
ogy. It advanced (or was perverted) in amultitude of new ways. Particularly striking
was the addition of the third dimension to the battlefield. Military aviation, mostly
as aeria reconnaissance, became essential to the war efforts of al participants.

The Second World War saw more development and deployment of this technology.

So how could aerial reconnaissance lose its obvious importance in the minds of l r.l t h K
government and military leaders, astensions re-arose in what came to be known as E' 5‘ }'
the Cold War? It seemsthe mindset of intelligence communities was: information on EISENMOWER. THE

what the Other Side was doing comes from planting spiesthere. AND COLD WAR

AEW AL EBFIOMAGE

Of course, this did not work against the Soviet Union. That society was at least as
closed, regulated, and policed as any of the Axis powers had been. Agents sent
behind the Iron Curtain were quickly identified and eliminated.

Diiree A. Birugiconi

Themain issuefor usand our alieswas how much military hardware the Soviets
were producing and deploying: how many tanks and other vehicles were available
to their large armies; how many big strategic bomberswere being added to their air
force, and how quickly; how far along they were, testing and deploying the new
nuclear-armed ballistic missiles.

The solution was to examine the Soviet Union with photographs taken from above. A few individual machines can be camouflaged and
hidden, but when deployed in numbers, they’re obviously out there. The same basic methods that identified and located targetsin Nazi
Germany and Imperial Japan were now needed—uwith upgrades and enhancements—to spy on the Soviet Union.

This was a huge task, not just because of the sheer size of the country. The principal was recognized that aerial reconnai ssance over
other nations' territory was so provocative and aggressive as to amount to an act of war. And as a practical matter, it was known that
the Soviet Union had deployed large numbers of potent new jet-powered interceptors, such asthe MiG-15 and -17, and was working
hard on anti-aircraft guided missile systems.

But advancing technology suggested these could be overcome.
Mr. Brugioni flew missionson United StatesArmy Air Force
bombers during the Second World War. He then served as an
intelligence analyst for the CIA and was directly involved in the
planning, development, and use of the new technology. He was
right there to describe how brilliant people from anumber of
fields, such as Dr. Edward Land of the Polaroid Corporation, film
and photochemistry expertsfrom Kodak, and Clarence“Kelly”
Johnson's L ockheed engineers, worked to give us the ability to
seeintothe U.S.S.R.

My opinion of all the people involved in this history, which took
place while | was growing up, has gone up by several notches. So
has my opinion of President Eisenhower. | remember my parents
made casual disparaging remarks, observing that he played alot
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of golf, and like everybody else, seemed to think ‘ 1ke’ was no morethan areliable, down-to-earth, all-around Nice Guy * placeholder’ of a
president. Now we learn much more how, although he never blew his own horn much, he had firm control of his administration and our
military. Hedidn't get stampeded into foolish, expensive, and provocative action during the so-called ‘ Bomber Gap’ and ‘ Missile Gap’
crises. He deliberately turned us away from ever-more provocative confrontation during atime when too many believed that war with
the Soviet Union wasinevitable.

In this book, his decisions and interactions with the participants are detailed by Mr. Brugioni, who ended up briefing President
Eisenhower and his successors on important intelligence matters. Eisenhower grasped the value of developing this aerial surveillance
ability, and got us taxpayers one of the greatest bargains ever. He quietly got thirty-five million dollarsto fund it, including cameras that
could pick out adinner plate on agolf course from 70,000 feet, plus twenty-two planesto carry them at that altitude—the incredible U-2
from the L ockheed ‘ Skunk Works —for about amillion dollars apiece!

Following chapterstell how these technical |eaps continued—with progress and setbacks—until satellite reconnaissance became our
intelligence staple. We take for granted that everything is open to scrutiny from above.

A century past the Great War—which joined airplanes and photography into a form of weaponry—technology continues to advance,
often primarily for warlike purposes. This book tells the story of developments in overhead surveillance up to the state of the art today.
We wish the “War to End All Wars' had done so, but at least, in aworld with many tensions and conflicts, large military activitiesand
deployments cannot be kept secret. Thisisavery good thing, allowing for reasonable and timely response to threats, and for the
deployment of appropriate—not overly massive—force to oppose them.

The Hawk 1/48th scale kit came out when
the U-2 was a news headliner, in 1962. An
eternity ago, but the moldings are still
available in a re-boxing by Testors, and
it's still a good build!
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Would You Like to Share Your Review on the IPMS Website?

by John Kaylor and Eric Christianson
It's simpleto post your reviews on the | PM S-Seattl e website — here's how!

E-mail your articleto Robert asyou normally do (at baclightning@yahoo.com), and to send to thewebsite aswell, CC the address
reviews@ipms-seattle.org.

That'sal it takes! Or if you have areview or other article that is not already on the |PM S-Seattle site that was published in the newsl et-
ter sometime ago, send thereview asan e-mail tor eviews@ipms-seattle.org.

How do | e-mail my Articlesto Robert for the Newdletter, and to John for the IPM S Website?

The content of the article, kit review, technique, show summary — anything you think others might be interested in - can be submitted
asaMS Word document, or as atext document. Make sure to pay attention to spelling, sentence structure, etc., as much as possible
asthiswill save John and Robert alot of time and effort.

Images

Try to keep the size of imagesto around IMB each (maximum). These are easier to move around and store, and are plenty large enough
for wherethey will be used.

For the website, keep in mind that bigger isnot always better. A 5MB image at 300 DPI (dots per inch) and animage size of 5000x3000
pixelswill be pared down to the maximum resolution for display on amonitor (72 DPI), and theimage size will be scaled down to
1600x960, with afile size of under 200 KB. Theimportant thing to take away fromthis, evenif you don’t understand all theresolution
and DPI mumbo-jumbo, isthat you will have only been able to send between one and three 5M B images with your article, when you
could have send 15 if they had merely been sized appropriately! (See Sizing Images below if you need help with sizing images.)

You can use any type of photo image software you are comfortable with to clean the images up and reduce their size - the easier to use
the better. Eric Christianson’s personal favorite isAdobe Photoshop Elements (APE). APE isreasonably priced, yet powerful and (most
importantly) easy to use. It isthe red-haired little brother of Photoshop, and priced accordingly, retailing for about $75 online. Keepin
mind, the best image software is the one that you know already how to use!

If you are using a Mac and don’t have photo editing software, you can open the images with Preview, then use Preview’s Tools menu,
and select ‘Adjust Size'.

When taking pictures, try to use a background made of alight, solid color, and use plenty of lighting — the more the better. If you are
submitting amodel review, make sure to include an image of the box top.

For reviews, Eric sends between 5 and 15 images from all different angles—that will give John and Robert enough to choose from when
editing their work. Robert isrestricted as to how many pictures he can publish in the newsdl etter, but John will generally put al of the
distinctly different imagesthat are submitted onto the website. Images that do not differ dramatically or show significantly different
subject matter will be omitted from being posted on the website.

Sizing Images

If you do not have any image manipulation software, or you find the software that you have to be tedious or difficult to use, you might
liketotry afreewebsitethat providesaimageresizing service: PicResize.com (http://picresize.com/#)

PicResizeis pretty self-explanatory, and it works extremely well. In summary, you drag an image onto the page, press Continue, select
“Fit To Screen 1280 Resolution”, and press*“ 1’ m done, resize my image.”

Repeat the processfor all of your pictures, and attach them to your e-mail with your Word document — Presto! You have submitted an
article!
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Tamiya 1/48th Scale German Panzerkampfwagen 38(t) Ausf.E/F

by Andrew Birkbeck

During the early 1930s, the nation of Czechoslovakiawasa
leading European arms manufacturer, whose armamentsindustry
was dominated by the giant Skoda conglomerate. In 1933-34,
Skoda produced what became known asthe LT vz.35 light tank,
and thiswas accepted into the Czech Army, becoming its main
tank. However, the tank suffered from numerous flaws, and was
much disliked by itscrews. Enter thefirm of CKD, aconglomera-
tion of various engineering firms, one of whose acquisitions was
the Praga Works, makers of trucks/passenger vehicleg/tractors.
Praga decided to go into the tank building business, selling its
products both to the Czech Army, and anumber of export markets.
With the poor experiencewith the LT vs.35in their minds, aswell
asthe need for rearmament due to the rise of Nazi Germany onits
border, the Czech military looked around for anew tank design.
Praga offered up its TNH design, which proved very reliable and
certainly better than anything Skoda had to offer. After exhaustive
trials, the Czech military accepted the Pragadesign, placing ordersfor 150 vehiclesin July 1938 for the new tank, designated LT vz.38.

However, none of the tanks had been delivered to the Czech Army prior to the German occupation of Czechoslovakiain March 1939.
The Germans, on examining the LT vz.38, realized it was vastly superior to their own Panzer | and Panzer |1 tanks, and at least equal to
the Panzer 111 then in service, and set about increasing the production rate of the Czech tank, renamed Panzer 38(t) (the “t” because
Czechoslovakiain German istschechoslowakei). When German forces launched Operation “ Fall Weiss”, theinvasion of Polandin
September 1939, two of the six armored divisionsinvolved utilized Czech tanks, including 59 Panzer 38(t). Two of theten Panzer
Divisions utilized for Operation “Fall Gelb”, theinvasion of Francein May 1940, the 7th and 8th Panzer Divisions, utilized Panzer 38(t),
and thistank continued in operation with front line German units during Operation “Barbarossa’ in June 1941, making up fully onethird
of Germantank strength, just over 670 vehicles. Clearly then, amajor “German” tank!

The Panzer 38(t) has been well served inthelarger 1/35th scale, with Italeri producing akit way back inthe 1970s. Tristar of Hong Kong
issued a couple of variantsto avery high standard starting in 2006, followed by equally nice variants by Dragon Models afew years
later. In 1/48th scal e the one man firm of Kengi produced avery niceresin conversion for Tamiya's 1/48th scale Marder 111 series of kits,
but now Tamiya hasissued their own Panzer 38(t) in 1/48th scale, and agem of akititis.

The new Tamiyakit scales out very nicely according to the drawingsin Panzer Tracts #18 (see bibliography at the end of this article).
The model consists of four sprues of plastic parts, together with two metal “weights’ and some of Tamiya'straditional poly caps. The
parts are well detailed, and with one exception there are no visible gjection pin marksto be seen on areas that will be visible once the
model is completed. The exceptionison thetrack parts, which have tiny marks present, though due to the way the Panzer 38(t) tracks
are designed, these gjection pin marks are extremely difficult to see on the completed model. No photo etched parts are included with
themodel.

For the most part construction of the plastic partsis very straight forward, and the modeler is treated to yet another example of

Tamiya sworld famous reputation for great engineering, making for excellent fit of parts. Construction starts off with afive part lower
hull, front, back and two sides, plus belly pan. Tamiyathen provides two metal “weights’ for the modeler to attach to the inside of the
hull, something that seemsto be afeature of the firm’s 1/48th military vehicle range these days. Gone thankfully are the cast metal hulls
of thefirst kitsin the series, which were a bear to alter if this proved necessary. Attached to the lower hull are eight single-part main
road wheels, which need carefully lining up asthe glue dries. Theidler wheels and drive sprockets are each two part, the latter having a
poly cap inserted between the two parts. Again, make sure theidler wheels are lined up correctly as the glue sets. The drive sprockets
with their poly caps align very securely without any issues. Once everything was firmly attached, | painted these parts with Mr
Surfacer 1200 gray primer, followed by Tamiya's X F-63 Panzer Gray. | added some whiteto the base cote, and did some*“ panel shading”
on the parts. After waiting 24 hours, | hand painted the rubber rim areas of the main road wheelsusing Vallegjo acrylic Panzer Aces 306
“Dark Rubber”.
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Whilethelower hull painted partsweredrying, |
turned to the next step in the construction
instructions, the “link and length” tracks. These
were removed from their sprues, cleaned up, and
then painted with Mr Surfacer primer. Thiswas
left to dry for a couple of days, and then the
trackswere hand painted with Vallgjo 304 “ Track
Color” fromtheir Panzer Acesrange of acrylic
paints. These to me are the best hand brushing
paints on the market. Once dry (48 hours) | then
scraped the paint off the track partswhere |
would apply the glue, and ever so carefully
attached the tracks to the painted road wheels,
drive sprockets and idler wheels. Tamiyalistsa
specific order that the track parts should be
glued in place, and | highly recommend that the
model er followsthis order exactly. With alittle
adjusting here and there, the tracks fit very well
indeed.

Following completion of the lower hull comes construction of the upper hull parts, Section 5 in the instructions. Make sure you follow
the correct order of parts attachment, specifically part B1. The model has separate parts for the various tools such as a shovel, large
hammer, axe, atwo part jack etc. However the wire cutters are molded in place on the main upper hull part, B17. | |eft all thesetool parts
off the model so asto be ableto paint them separately at alater time. In Section 6, | |eft off the smoke shell case, parts H36/37/38, as my
research indicated these were used on the later Panzer 38(t) Ausf. F, and | wanted mineto bethe earlier Ausf. E (the kit saysthe model
can bebuilt as either an E or an F, but doesn’t tell the modeler which parts differentiate one variant from another.). Make sure you drill
out the barrel of the front hull machine gun. | then attached the towing hooks, Section 6. Once all the glue had set, | sprayed an
application of primer followed by TamiyaPanzer Gray to the completed main upper hull. Then camealight coat of TamiyaX-22 Clear
Gloss, because the modeler, per Tamiya'sinstructions, needs to apply decals to the upper hull sides (German crosses) before other
parts can be glued in place.

| did not attach the following parts to the main upper hull assembly prior to the above listed painting sequence: all the separate on-
vehicletools, per my earlier statement. Parts H4 & H5, fender brackets and A6/A7, tracks and mounting brackets and part A12, Nortek
light, all in Section 7. These were all cleaned up, primed, and then painted separately. Once | had applied all the decalsto the model, and
the upper hull was attached to the lower hull, then | applied these parts utilizing white glue as my method of adhesion. Thisincluded
thetwo part engine muffler, Section 8, Parts H55/56, which was hand painted using Vallgjo “Rust”, from their “Model Air” range. Since
the parts weren't under stress, they adhered just fine with the white glue, and the glue didn’t mar the paint work already compl eted.

Section 10 through 14 covers the construction of the tank’s turret, which consists of a front face plate that incorporates a positionable
main gun, and turret machine gun. Using apin vice and small drill bit, | drilled out the machine gun, as| did for the front hull machine
gun. Theturret parts are well detailed, with a plethora of rivet detail. The turret cupola hatch can be positioned open or closed, alowing
the model er to incorporate the four part half figure tank commander if the hatch isleft open. The detail on the figure is adequate for this
scale, and assembles nicely. Once the turret was assembled, minus the positionable cupola hatch, | painted it Tamiya Panzer Gray, again
with some panel shading. Decals were applied then to the model over acoat of TamiyaX-22 Clear Gloss, which was airbrushed over all
the painted model sub assemblies. Gunze Sangyo’s two part decal setting system was utilized to get the decals to adhere nicely. The
decals are standard Tamiya, atad on the thick side, but perfectly serviceable. Once allowed to dry for 48 hours, a sealer cote of Tamiya
X-22 Clear Glosswas applied. Thistoo was given a48 hour drying period, whereupon | applied a couple of pin washesto accentuate all
the raised rivet etc detail using oil paints of the appropriate color plus odorless mineral spirits. | then cleaned up any messy areas of the
pin wash application with some Q-tips and mineral spirits, and set all the sub assemblies asideto dry (72 hours). | sealed the model with
an application of Alclad Matt Clear.

Regarding the vehicle marking schemes, Tamiya provides the modeler with two options, both overall Panzer Gray. Option A: listed as
22nd Panzer Division, Eastern Front, 1942. Option B: listed as* unit unknown,” Eastern Front 1942. Neither is called out aseither a
Panzer 38(t) Ausf. E or an Ausf. F, but the color and marking drawings on the instruction sheet both show the smoke shell unit on the
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rear of the vehicle, so can one assume they are both Ausf. F vehicles? Given the scarcity of aftermarket decalsfor 1/48th military
vehicles, it would have been niceif Tamiyahad provided the modeler with afew more options.

Overal then, Tamiya providesthe modeler with avery nice rendition of the Panzer 38(t) Ausf.E/F utilizing the partsin thiskit. The detail
isgood, and assembly is pretty straight forward, though careful study of the track installation will be very important if the modeler isto
avoid any construction “surprises’. If you are at all interested in 1/48th scale military vehicles, thiskit iswill make avery worthy
addition to your collection. | would like to thank TamiyalUSA for providing |PM S/USA with the opportunity to present this build review
totheir members.
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Kovozavody Prosteov
1/72nd Scale SK-38
"Komar" (SG 38
Schulgleiter)

by ChrisBanyai-Riepl

Designed inthelate 1930s, the SG 38 was
the basic flight training glider for the
National sozialistisches Fliegerkorps
(NSFK). Over 10,000 werebuilt during the
war, whereit served animportant rolein
training fledgling pilots. The design was
simple and stableto fly, and after the war
the design continued to fly throughout
Europe, including in Czechoslovakia,
England, France, Austria, Sweden, and
other nations.

Asthisisasimpleglider, soit isan easy
model. So much so, that the box comes
with two completekits. Molded in adark
gray plastic, the kit features some very
petite detailing throughout, and the decal
sheet comes with four interesting options.

Asnoted, thisisasimplekit, which means
few steps. The instructions have just three
steps, and overall there are only six parts
to assemble. Everything is exposed on this
glider, so the ‘cockpit' has nothing hidden.
The rudder pedals have a separate cross
brace, while everything else mountsto the
fuselage frame. Thereis a separate seat, a
separate horizontal stabilizer, and a
separate wing. The only thing missing is
two thin supporting struts for the stabilizer
and the rigging, both of which are clearly
marked in the instructions.

For color schemes, thiskit comeswith two
Czechoslovakian options, one Polish, and

oneAustrian. Thefirst Czech exampleis
from the Czechosl ovakian aeroclub Ranain
1946 and has amixed pattern of brown and
dark green sguiggles painted over the clear
doped linen. The second isalso from 1946,
registered OK-5412, from another agroclub
Nachod, and isfinished in CDL and wood.
The Polish optionisfinished similarly, and
isfromaPolish aeroclubin 1945, whilethe
final Austrian exampleisfinishedinamix
of yellow and CDL. Inall casesthe
markingsarevery minimal, but the decal
sheet is nicely printed and should pose no
problemin application.

Thisisasimple yet interesting kit that has
plenty of potential. Whether built as one
of the kit options or as one of the many
examplesthat operated around the world,
thiskit isapleasant diversion from more
complex modeling projects. My thanksto
KPfor thereview sample.

[ Thanks to Chris Banyai-Riepl and
www.inter netmodeler.com for permission
to use hisarticle. - ED]

M eeting Reminder

median.

July 11

North Bellevue Community/Senior Center
4063-148th Ave NE, Bellevue

DirectionstoNBCSC: From Sesattleor from 1-405, take 520
East to the 148th Ave NE exit. Take the 148th Ave North
exit (the second of the two 148th Ave. exits) and continue
north on 148th until you reach the Senior Center. The
Senior Center will be onyour left. The Center itself isnot
easily visible from the road, but thereisasignpost in the



